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SHORT OB]ECI‘IVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q. 1. Why does Ulysses consider it profitless to rule as a.kin.g ?

Ans. Ulysses does not like idle life. The kingdom o.f Ith.aca is S.tlll and
barren. His wife has become old. His work as a king is to give oyt
imperfect Jaws to the barbarous pegple who llw_e a dull life of hoard‘mg’
sleeping and eating. They have no intellectual interests.

Q. 2. I will drink life to the lees. | -

_ _Bf'mg out the comparison. What is the mleaml'rg of lees ?

Ans. The poet compares life to wine. He will enjoy and suffer life. He
will drink wine as well as the sediments that lie at the bottom.

Q. 3. I ani become a namnie. ; -

‘Who says this ? What does he mean ? _ | __

Ans. Ulysses says this. He says that his liIe__has become a symbo] of
daring adventure and enterprise. He has ceased to be a person.

Q. 4.1amapart of all that I have niet. . |

Who says this ? What does the speaker mean ? -

Ans. This is said by Ulysses. Ulysses says this when he has recounteq
his travels and his experiences. He has enjoyed and suffered greatly. H.
has travelled in the land and on sea. He has gone on sea when it is agitateq
by sea'waves due to rains and winds. He has seen much and knowy,
much. All his knowledge and experience have become a part of his Jjfe.

Q.5. To rust unburnished, not to shine in use. -

What is the comparison suggested here ?

Ans. Ulysses says that to remain inactive is dull. It is like a sworq
rusted by its long non-use. Sword shines when it is used. Similarly, maps
life becomes bright and fresh by work and by movement. .

Q. 6. Every hour is saved from that eternal silence.
 What is meant by eternal silence ? How is hour saved ?

Ans. Eternal silence means death. Death ends life. But hourslspent in

" useful activities can be saved from death. Ulysses means that man

conquer death by his useful and glorious deeds. - il
" Q. 7. To follow knowledge like a sinking star. .

What is the sinking star ? Bring out the significance of the
Ans. anking star means thersu'n going down the horizon. When the

sun sets, it seems that it sinks and goes beyond the horizon. Horizon s
the limit. : | : : - Z0nis
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- Ans. Ulysses says this to his mariners. Not too late has two meanings.
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! Q. 8. What are the virtues of Telemachus mentioned by Ulysses ?
- Ans. Ulysses says that Telemachus has intelligence, prudence,
- serseverence (slow degrees). He'is decent to fulfil the duties of respect

and love. He has; a religious mind. He will do proper worship to

Q. 9. He works his work, I mine.,

Who says this ? About whom is this said ? What are the different
works suggested ? =

Ans. Ulysses says this about his son Telemachus.

Ulysses has ardent idealism. He is impelled by the urge of going
forward to gain more experiences, more knowled ge. He cannot rest from
travel. But Telemachus is centred in the sphere of common duties. He is
pmdent and patient and can rule the savage race and make them useful.
He does offices of tenderness ; he pays respect to the superiors, loves his

wife and son and worships household gods. Ulysses says that they have -

different types of work, different attitudes to life.

Q. 10. My Mariners. '

Who says and why does he say ‘my mariners’ ?

Ans. Ulysses addressed the mariners. He calls them ‘my mariners’ to
show his interest and affection for them. The mariners have thought and
worked with him, have accompanied him in his dangerous journeys and

- have welcomed fortune and misfortune. :

Q. 11. “Sontething ere the end.”

todo?

Ans. Ulysses says this to his mariners. He asks them to do something
before death. They are old, yet they can do something noble before their

death. They once fought with gods and so they can do something great -

and honourable even in old age.
Q. 12. ‘Tis not too late to seek a newer world.’

new world he seeks ? What are the two possibilities he suggests for

It is evening time, and Ulysses and the mariners have arrived at the
evening of life (old age). Ulysses says that they can start on a journey

~ even in the darkness of the evening and in their old age.
The new world Ulysses seeks is the western region—the west where -

sun and stars set. j :

In their journey till death, they may be washed down or they may

touch the Happy Isles (the islands of God's favourites) and meet Achilles,
the great Greek hero who fought in the Trojan war.. S
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Who says and what does he mean ? What does the speaker_:intend '

- Who.says this ? What does he mean by ‘not too late’ ? What is the



