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PREFACE.

I pesiek to acknowledge, with gratitude, the assistance
rendered by Babu Harendra Krishna Mitra, Head Clerk of
the Bengal Census office, in reading and checking the proofs,
The District Magistrate of Murshidabad has also been so

kind as to have each chapter examined in his office.

L. 8. 8. O’M.






PLAN OF CONTENTS.

PAGES,

I, PaysicAL ASPECIS... - 1—18

II. Hisrory e o 19—68
III. Tux peoerE ... we  G9—80
IV. Pustic HEAzLTH or uie e 81—86
V. Acmooritvkm . we  97T—=107
VI, NATURAL 0ALAMITIEE .. v 108—119
VII. LREests, WAGES AND PHICES o, 120-—-123
VIII. [NDUSTRIES, MANUFACTURES AND TRADR e 124149
IX. Mzuases oF cOMMURIOATION oo 150154
X. Lanp REVENUR ADMINISTRATION @ o 186163
X1 (GENERAL ADMINISTIATION vis .. 164—166
XII, LooaL SuLF GUVEREMENT e 167—1088
XIIlI. EpuvcAtioNn ... we 169—172
XIV. Gazerrese ... e 178225

Ispex ... e 2272381






TABLE OF CONTENTS.

———— e,

CHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL ASPECTS,

Gzxauan pmscrIrTION—Boundarics— Nutural divisions—Iirli— Hijal—Bigr
—HIrs—I 1488 01 DRLUINAGE—ILIVER systEsM—Oanges or Padinp—
Bhagieathi—Bhairab—Jnlangi —SiklmEri—Gobra Nullah—Bgusloi—
Dwhrka or Bable—0Other rivers—CmaNems 1¥ mITER covmans—Mary.
TENANOE 0F FAVIGADLE CHANNRLE—LAKES AND MARBIES— BoTANY—
Witn awmeans—Game piRDs—RErTInEs—Fram—OLmaramn

CHAPTER IIL

HISTORY.

BARLY TIATORY—EUROPEAN BRTTLEMANTI—REINLIION oF SUBEA Sman—
Tan Drwiss AND NmAMAT—UREANEFIR O0F TRHA CATITAT—MUGHAL
Vicenovs—Murahid Kuli Khin, L704—26—8hnja-ud-daula, 1726 —58—
Barfariz Khiin, 1789—40 — A1 Vardi Ehiin, 1740—568 —Marithn warg—
Relnfions with the English—8iraj-ud-dauls, 1766—EY—Captore  of
Coesimbazar—Downfall of Sirij-nd-dinla—Mie Jafar Khio, 1757 —g1—
Mir Eaelm, 1761—63—The ed of Moghal role--Eansy Bmrrsm
ADMINISTRATION-~Bovenue Councile--The Committes of Oirenit—The
Resident—Appointment of Colloctors—MuUriny or 1867—Fonrairion
OF THE DITRIOT—THE taTar Nawans—Trn Serns or MoRrsHipa-

BAD wee s e 1T ans i

OHAPIER 11T,

THE PEOPLE,

Guowrx  OF PorUIATION—DeNSITY—MiGRATIoN —Towss—VILTAGES—
Rerigrowd—Hindus aond  MusalmEne—Animists— Chrlatians -=Jaf pgm—
Caeres anp TRInEs—OaBTE GOVRRNMENT—Bigdis—Clinins—Shaiklis—
Fams AND RELIGIOUS GATHERINGSE ... .

Pagr

1—=18

1968



xii TABLE OF CONTUNTS,

CHAPLER IV.
PUBLIC HEALTH
P AGES

GENRRAS OONDITIONS—SPROIAL INQUIRINS—T'yiEs oOF ¥EVIE—INTPIR-
MITIRI—MRUIOAT I¥STITUTIONS—LUNATIO ABYLUM—=VACOINATION .., B1=00

CUADPTER V.
AGRICULTURHE,

GRNERAY, CONDITIONE—IRRIGATION—S0ILE-~AREA UNDER OULTIVATION=—
Prinoiean onors—Rico—0thor corenls wnd  polses—0Oilsseds—Juto—
MisoermANioUTE—Mulbarry  oullivabion—Indigo  eulbivation—TPasto.
RAOE—AORIOULTURAL EXNINTEION .. wr 07--107

CHAPTER VI
NATURAL CALAMITIRS,
Famrwrs—Paming of 1700—F0=T"amrwe oF 1806—Fuming of 1874—Funine
of 1807 —Froond—RMiANKMERTA .., . w 108110
OmMAMIER VIIL,
ILENT8, WAGRS AND PRICES,

eyt —Waoans—DPoiors—WrIones A¥p MEARURES e 120183

OHAPTRE VITI
INDUSTRIES, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE.

OO0 PATIONS—INDUSTRIAT OBNSUS— INDUSTRIRS AND MANUPAOTURES—
8ilk maunfacturo —Cocoons  and  bands—Malke spinning—Ehamra
spinning—Filatnra pilk—8ille fabvlea—TIvory earving- Other wmanulae-
tures—Textile indusbriea—Motnl industrion—Wood and bamboo work—

Clay modals—TPishing—Pear] fishing—Trave .., o 184140

CITAPTER IX,

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION.

Rarnware—Azimganj DBrowch— Ranfghib-Murshidibitl  branch—Bachnewa-

Amtmpanj-Kitwa line—TLight vailwags—Roanps—WATRR O0OMMUNIOA-
e 150—104

san

TIOWE - - e



TABLE OF CONTENTE, xiii
CHAPTER X,

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.
TAGES

La¥n  Huypwve—Covrr oy Wanps—Lavp TasvnEs—Revenue-paying
enbnbog— Afmngs— Rovonnosfrog catnbes—Muzlurd nnd slifmi Fluke—
Intimrdari— Paind  {aluke—Gdntbis—Jots—Manrasi— My karari—TIjd-
vas, zarpestyl  and  Pafbings—Sievice tonmrs—Tonncies— @@k
Jote— Uthandi i . - ™ e 156=163

CHALTHER XL

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION,

AvmmmisTarive CuAnons AND Starr—Duntic WoRES DEPARTMENT—
Cpivowar Jegriog——C1vin  Jusrioe— Ponor—Jari8—ReotereirioN—
Brvuwem o 1B4—=100

CHAI'TER XIIL

LOCAL BELF-GOVERNMENT.

Dnernter Boamn—Locan Boanpe—Uwstonw ComaireerS—Rlowrioreativies 107 =168

OHAPTER XIIL

EDUCATION.

Tatnmacy—Envosrionan Ixemizvrions— The Krighnfth College-—- Othar
1ﬂlt‘-hﬁﬂ‘“'-ﬂizh Schocls e sui e w 188--172

CHAPIER XTIV,

GAZETTEER.

Agfmgnuj—Budrihit— Birnnagar—HBorhnupore— Barlinwpore  subdivision—
Bhagwingols— ChonikhEli—COossimbazar —Dhuliin —Ghigsi bid—Girin—
Jangipor—Jangipor  subdivision—J figanj—Kilkipur—Kindl—Kindi
sabdivison—Eiriteswari or Kirlthona—TIalbEgh—Lilbigh subdivision—
Maidapye —-MurahidBbid —Nishippr—DRaghunithgan—-Ringimiti—
ERgordighi—Suldibid .. e - w 173226

Imnex - e e e ana e 2al—281






GAZETTEER

OF THR

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT.

CHAPTER I,

PHYBICAL ABFECTS.

MugsHiDABAD is the north-western distriot of the Presidency Grwsnan
Division or Commissionership, and lies bebween 23° 43’ and Jhe™™
24° 52’ north latitude and 87° 49’ and 88° 44’ east longitude,
It has an area of 2,143 square miles and contains, according to
the census of 1911, a population of 1,872,274 persons. It is so
oalled after Murshidibiad, a town on the left bank of the
Bhagirathi, which was the last of the Muhammadan capitals
of Bengal. The headquarters, however, are not at Murshidabad,
but at Berhampore, six miles further down the river.

In shape the district resembles an isosceles triangle with its Bound.
apex pointing to the north-west. It is bounded along its whole Mies-
enstern frontier, from the exireme north fo the south-eastern
extremity, by the Padma or main channel of the Ganges, which
separates it from the districte of Milda and Rajshahi, On the
gouth it iz bounded by the districts of Burdwin and Nadia,
the river Jalangi on the south-east forming the boundary
between it and Nadia for a considerable distance. To the west
lie the distriots of Birbhiim and the Sonthal Parganas.

The river Bhagirathi, flowing from morth to south through Natural
the distriot, divides it into two almost equal portioms, which, divisioas.
in their geology, their physieal oharacteristios, their agrioulture,
and even the religion of their inhabitants, form a striking
contrast to emch other. The tract to the west of the river ias
locally known as Rarh, and the tract to the east as Bagri—names
which recall the traditional division of Bengal by king Ballal
Sen gnto four fracts, vig,, Rarh to the south of the Ganges and
weet of the Bhigivathi, Barendra lying, north of the Ganges, .
between the Mahananda and Karatoya rivers, Bagri or South

. B
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Bongal and Bangs or Eastern Bengal, Tast of the Bhfigirathi
the country is low-lying and alluvial, with a humid climate and
a fertile soil, which is liable to be flooded by the spill of the
Bhéagirathi and other rivers. On the western side the surface is
high and undulating; the soil is & hard dlay, on which winter
rico alone grows well, and the climate is drier than in the
eastern traot, The Dhagirathi is more tham a mare physical
boundary, for west of it Ilindus predéminate, while on the east
Musnlmans are more numerous,

The western tract, or Iirh, is substantially a continnation of
the sub-Vindhyan region of laterite olay and nodular limestone,
The land is, s already stated, high and slightly undulating, but
is interspersed with numerous swamps and beds of old rivers. It
hasthe grealest elevation along the western boundary of the distriot
towards Birbhiim, but there are places where the enstern limits
of this clayey tract are marked by banks or bluffs, fifteen and
twenty feet high. The oliff at RangAmAti on the Bhigirathi,
six miles south vf Berbampore, is forty or fifly feet akove the
ordinary level of the river. The soil iz greyish nr reddish,
mized with lime and oxide of iron; and beds of nodular lime-
stone (kankar) are scattered here and there, The rivers in this
part, baving their sources in hill torrents, are liable to sudden
freshets, but they never lay the country under water for any
long epace of time. The fields, thercfore, do not possess the
extraordinary fortility of a deltaio country. The cbief crop
in the central and more elevated portions of the Rarh is the
winter rice, which is not dependent upon esrly rain for a
suocessful harvest, but requires s steady downfall between July
and October.

In the Buti and SLamsherganj thanas on the north, however,
and in the tract known as the Hijal to the south, the nature and
aspect of the country are entirely different. In the former two
thanas, a strip of low-lying country, having an area of about 150
square miles, extends northwards from Mirzapur until it blends
with the basin of the Banpsloi river and other hill streams, which
debouch from the western high lands and during the raine form a
vast lake, in which the villages appear as islands, the whole of the
arable land being submerged. This part of the distriet is second
to none in fertility, The land forming the fringe of the flooded
area, where the inundation is shallower, bears two orops, viz.,
early rice and cold weather orops of wheat and gram with a minor
cultivation of oil-seeds, peas, ete. The village sites- are well
wooded, and in the rains the ecemery is highly picturesque.
With the Rajmahal Hills closing in the horizon on the west, it

ah gt




PHYSIOAL ABPECTS. 3

presents a oombination of hill, wood and water rarely met with
in the plains of Bengal.

The tract called the Hijil, situated in the south-west of the Hijal
distriot near the confluence of the Mor and the Dwarks, and
sbout 50 square miles in ares, offera o very different aspect.
The ocountry becomes more open,and, in place of rice fields,
loxge stretches of thatohing grass cover sn almost treeless plain.
Village sites are foew, and there is a marked absence of forest
growth, but round its edges copses of balul abound and occasional
pipal or banyan trces ave seen; fruit trees and bamboos arve,
however, almost emtirely abeent. On the west the land slopes
somewhat abruptly upwards, marking the boundary of the troe
Rirh, while to the east a narrow line of high country forms
the western bank of the 'hégirathi and culminates iu the cliff of
Rangimiti. During the rains the Hijal is widely inundated
with water, which varies very much in depth, being in places
more than twenty feet, while elsewhere a bont drawing three
foet is stranded. ‘I'he whole of this tract becomes perfectly dry
in the cold weather, and o large portion of it, which is yearly
inoreasing in extent, is cultivated with cold weather crops, such
a8 wheat, gram, mustard and linseed. It also affords a con-
siderable ares of pasturage, and the thatohing grass, which it
produces in great quantities, is ocelebrated for ite toughness and
durability .

The Bagri, or eastern tract, differs in no material respeots Brgri.
from the ordinary alluvial plains of Bengal. It lies almost
ontirely between the Ganges, Bhigirathi and Jalongi rivers,
and is permeated by several other offshoots of the great river.
The whole area lies low, and is exposed to amnual inundations,
which ocoasionally cause widespread suffering, but usnally do no
more than deposit over the land a top dressing of almost in-
exhaustible fertility. In variety of orops, this portion of the
distriot is not surpassed by any part of Bengal. The aus or
early rice crop is very largely cultivated and forms the bulk of the
food supply of the inhabitants ; and tbis harvest is sapplemented
by the ehaitdli, a name given to the whole series of oold
weather orops from the fact of their being harvested in
Chaitra, or March, They are cultivated after the awns is out
and on the same flelds, es well as on the higher lunds where
rice will not grow. For these two harvests early rains are
wanted in April and May, and a few showers in the cold
weathor.

The twofold division of Murshidabdid described above is
peculiatly iuteresting as furnishing a elue to the early formation

B2
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and development of the weetern portion of the Gangetio delta.
There is no doubt that the present Bbagirathi represents the
old channel of the Ganges, by which the greater part of the
watera of the saored river were formerly brought down to the
gog. The most ancient traditions, the froces of ruined cities,
and the indelible record of names, all lead to this conclusion.
The geological evidence proves to demonstration that the herd
laterite soil formed an insuperable obetacle to the Ganges flowing
further to the west than the present course of the Bhigirathi,
which is thus fixed as the limit of the Bengal alluvium and the
ancient means of communication between the Bay of Bengal end
the interior.

There are no hill ranges in the distriet. The whole of the
portion to the west of the Bhagirathi lies at an appreciable
elevation, and the land in the extremé west slopes gently upwards
towards Birbhiim and the Rajmaehal Hills, which rise a few
miles beyond the north-western boundary, HHere there are some
hillocks, of which the best known is called Dhuli Pahiri, covered
with small s4/ and makua trees and surrounded at the base by
stony jungle land. '

The general inclination of the distriet is from north-west to
south-east ; but, as the channels of the main rivers do not uniform-
ly take this direction, the lines of drainage are somewhat irregular
and perplexing.

The western half of the district slopes eastwards toward the
Bhagirathi ; but the greater number of the hill streams do not
find their way dircotly into that river, but are intercepted by bils
or marshes and for the most part carried off to the south by the
Dwirka river. The two chief drainage basins (if such they ocan
be called) in this part of the district are that of the Bansloi in
the north, and that of the Dwiarka wilh its confluents in the
south, The large bils act as reservoirs to break the violence of
the floods of these hill streams, and also serve to drain the sur-
rounding country, dischargiug their surplus water through the
streams which issue out of them.

The eastern half of the distriot may be desoribed as an
isosceles triangle, whose equal sides are formed by the Ganges
and the Bbégirathi, and whose base is almost closed by the
Jalangi. The line of drainage is not along any of these rivers,
but may be represented by a line intersecting the base at right
angles. The local rainfall in this part of the district does
not run off either into the Ganges or the Bhéagirathi, In
the same way the floods of these two great rivers converge
towards each other, and wultimately make their way across
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the couniry in & eouth-sasterly direction. It may roughly be
stated that the greater part of the surplus water ultimately falls
into the Jalangi by means of the Gobra Nullash, the Bhairab,
and the Siilmari. These channels are during the rains con-
nected with the different 2i%s and oresks (khdk), forming a
network of water communication. In the hot weather a
number of springs may be observed along their bauks, oaused
appavently by the drnivage waters percolating through the under-
strata of eand and sandy soil.

The river system is composed of the Ganges and its distri- Rrvae
butaries, of whioh the most important are the Dhagirathi, s
Jolangi and Bhairab. Formerly large rivers with an active
corrent, they are now merely spill channsls of the greal river,
which doring the rains oarry off a portionof its flood water, but
for the remaivder of the yoar have a very sluggish eurrent. The
gtream is insnfficient to carry off the large quantity of silt they
receive, so that shoals form and impede navigation. The rivers
in the east of the district are fod to a certain extent during the
dry season by infiltration from the Ganges. Where that river
is broad, ond large islands or olars ave thrown up, the volume of
its discharge is semsibly affected by the portion of the stream
which thus passes away through the sand.

The Ganges, or Padma, asit is called in this part of its Gangeer
opurse, first touches Murshidabad at its extreme northern point, Padma,
and then flows almost due south-east, forming the enstern bound--
ary of the district, and dividing it from Malda and Rajshahi.
The only tritutary of any importance which it receives from the
west is the Singa, which effects a junction with it about ten miles
from the spot where it first touches the district. The Singa
enters the district from the Sonthal Pargenas at Adwaitapur,
and just below Ankura divides into two branches ; one falls info
the Ghnges near Nayin SBukh, and the other at Dhuliin. The
offshoots of the Ganges on its western or right bank comprise
the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab, the Silmari, and the Jalangi,

The fall of the Ganges is about nine inches per mile, but the
windings of the river are so great as to reduce this estimate by
about one-half, 'LI'he ourrent varies from about three miles an
hour in the cold weather to at least double that rate during the
rains, In particular epots, as, for instance, where the stream
rushes round some projecting poiut, this rate of motion is exceed-
ed, and hoats and steamers find graat diffioulty in making their
way agaivel the current. The rise of water in the main channel
between the middle of May and the middle of Aungust is as much
as thirty-two feet.
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Every yonr the Ganges is forming and outting away land
along its course by o constant alternation of alluvien and
dilwvion. During the rainy season, the current impinges with
immenss weight upoll banks composed of loose soil, which are
rapidly undermined. An acre of ground has beon known fo
have been swept away in half an hour, Large islands are con-
tinually risivg in the channel, some of them many miles in
length, In the next year, poerhaps, they become covered with
grass and tamarisk jungle higher than an elephant. Captain
Bherwill states that he hos seen such islands * become inhabited,
cleared, and cullivated ; the population incroases, large villages
start up; the land revenue is collected for tem or twelve years;
and then the whole fabric will disappear within one rainy
geason.”

Owing to their liability to inundation, the people living along
its bank are content with temporary structures for their houses.
“In the low lande near the Gavges,” wrote Colovel Gastrell,*
“a light thatoh and lighter walls suffice for the wants of the
inhabitants, who remove their property, house and all, as soon
as the river waters rise high enough to top their ehdrpals
(bedsteads). During an inundation they may often be seen
lyiog on their ehdrpais with the water well up the legs, either too
lazy to move, or trusting to tho chance that the water may rise no
higher, and save them the trouble of moving at all.”

The Bhagirathi at present (1¥13) branches off from the Ganges
at Nurpur about 256 miles helow Farakka and runs almost parallel
to it for about two miles ns far as Biswanathpur (near Suti) with
a long narrow strip of char land between the two rivers. After
leaving Biswapathpur, its course, which is very winding, is
almost due south ; and it finally leaves the district below the
village of Bidhapdra, just north of the celebrated battle-field of
Plassey, part of which it has swept away. As has been already
eaid, it divides the district into lwo almoat equal portions, and on
its banks, chiefly on the eastern or left bank, are situated all the
historical and wealthy towns of the district. A little above Jangi-
pur it receives from the west the united waters of the Bansloi
and Pagla rivers; and near Saktipur, the Chora Dekra, & consider-
able branch of the Dwiérka river, flows into it, also from the west.

‘I'he banks of the Bhagirathi a1e vsually gently sloping on the
one side, and abruptly shelving on the other. These changes of
slope are due to the varying set of the current, and ocour on the
same bank by regular alterations from reach to reach, The
stream shifts from side to side, sandbanks aud other obstructions

* Statistical and Geographicnl Roport of Murshidsbfd District (1860).
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ave constantly formed, and the bed has largely silted L up. Itis a
fine river for about four months of the year, when it" is full, but
for the remaining eight, it has an attenuated stream wander.
ing throngh a wide expanse of samd. During the rainy sesson,
freshets from the Ganges still come down the Bhagirathi; but
their permanent influence is obliterated by the large deposit”
of silt which they bring with them. In addition to this, it is
important o recolleot that the genersl line of drainage is not from
north to sonth along the echannel of the Bhﬁgim.t.hi, but from north-
wost to sonth-cast. The result is that the main watoers of the
Ganges display o greater inelination to proceed in their present
ohannel than to turn inko the Bhagivathi; and that the foods of
the Bhagirathi have always a tendmejr to overflow its left or
enstern bank, ond wander over the country in the old river bede
townrds the Jalangi river.

The Bhairab is an offshoot of the Ganges, from which it Dhairab,
branches off to the south nearly opposite to Kampur-Boalia, It
empties itself, after a very cirouitous course, into the Ja.la.ng; at
Madhupur,

The name Bhairab means ¢ the Terrible ' and bears witness to
the estimation in which this river was onee held, It is noticeable
that it takes off from the Ganges close to the point where the
Muhanands flows into it, and it hes been suggested that it
originally formed a continuation of the Mahinanda, which was
cut in half by the Ganges ns it worked ils way castwards, while
lower down it was intersected by the Jolangi. In 1874its upper
channel, which had silted up, was foroed open by floods af its
intake from the Ganges, and it expanded into an important distri-
butary which poured its waters into the Jalangi 40 miles further
gouth. The result was that the channel of the Jalangi began to
close up above the point of junction, and the Bhaivab is now the
main channel by which the Jalangi obtains its supply. from the
Ganges. The two are henee commonly treated s & wunited
stream oalléd the Bhairab-Jalangi., The Bhairab bifureates a
little to the north-east of Daunlatbazar and joins the Gobra Nullah
at Trimohini.

The Jalangi is another important branch of the Ganges, Jalangi.
which nowhere intersects the district. It leaves the parent stream -
o short distance above the village of Jalangi, and flows in a
south-westerly direction, with many windings, until it finally
loaves the district with an abrupt turn near the village of Bali.
During this part of its conrse it forms the boundary between
Murshidabad and Nadia for about 50 miles, The upper part of
its course has silted up for some 36 miles, and it obtains its
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supply of water mainly from the Bhairab and the Sialmari.
This river is also known locally ns the Kharia.

The Sialmari is also an offshoot of the Ganges, which, like
the Bhajrab, it leaves opposite Rampur-Boalia. After a meander-
ing couree it empties itself into the Jalangi below Kapila.

The Gobra Nullah is & channel running from the Bhigirathi
to the Jalangi at Bali, a distance of about 650 miles. It was
probably originally an effuent of the Bhagirathi, and it is, in
fnot, the natural drainage ohannel for the country east of that .
river, The action of natare, however, has been interfered with by
the construotion of a marginal embankment along the left bank of
the Bhagicathi, called the Lalitdkuri or Naltiakuri embankment,
which extends from Jaiganj to Bhagwingols vid Ealukbali and
has out off its connection with that ziver. Its offtake being
closed, it receives only local drainage water south of the em-
bankment. It haseilted up in its lower reaches, but still has a
good deal of water in the portion lying to the east of the
Badar gubdivision ; further north, in the Lalbagh subdivision,
it is much narrower and in many places is merely a marshy
depression.

The Baneloi is the most considerable tributary of the Bhagi-
rathi. It enters the district from Birbbiim near the village
of Husainpur and pursues on the whole an easterly course, until
it falls into the Bhégirathi a little to the north of the town of
Jangipur,

Dwirkaor ~ The Dwirka or Babla i3 a moderate-gized stream, which

Balla.

Other
rivord..

wanders, under teveral names and with many tributaries and
effluents, throughout the sonth-western corner of Murshid&bad.

" The channel which is considered the main stream, and which bears

the name of Dwarka, enters the district from Birbhiim not far
from Margrim, At first it flows in an easterly direction, until
its waters are sugmented by those of the Brahmini at Ram-
chandrapur. It then turns towards the south-east and is joined
on its right bank by the Mor and the Kuiya, two rivers which
also flow down from Birbhiim. Here commence the numerous
backwaters and side channels which connect it with. the
Bhagirathi, and cause great confusion by the changes of name
which they occasion : the Banka and the Chora Dekra are the two
most important of these lines of junction, The main stream
forms the eastern boundary of the Kandi subdivision and quits the
district at Raghupur. Like all hill streams it has a rapid
ourrent and is liable to sudden floods.

Among minor rivers may be mentioned the Br.ihmml, the
Mor (or Maurdkhi or Kéna) and the Kuiya, which all dow from
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the west into the Dwarka, and are partielly navigable during
the rainy season. The beds of all these hill streams are of =
yellow clay and pebbly.

Murshidabid, a district standing at the head of the Gangetic Cnaxass
delta, affords o striking example of the grand operations of py WV
nature produced by fluvial action. There can, as already pointed
out, be no doubt that the present ohannel of the Bhagirathi,
with its sncred traditions and early settlements, marks the
ancient course of the Ganges, while that portion of the disiriet
which lies between the Bhagirathi and the yresent channel of
the Ganges has been the scene of important river changes both
hefore the dawn of history and within historical times. The
whole of this area is scored with the tracks of old river beds,
which represent the varicus channels scooped out by the waters
of the great river while they were being gradually diverted to
their present course. The whole process and the effeot it has
had in the formation of the Jand eurface are well deseribed by
Dr. Thomas Oldham in an article published in the Proceedings
of the Asiatie Scciety of Bengal for 1870 :—

“I suppose no ome will hesitate to acknowledge that the
whole of the country lying between the Hooghly on the west and
the Meghna on the east is only the delta coused by the deposi-
tion of the debris carried down by the rivers Ganges and
Brahmaputra and their tributaries. It is alsc equally well
known that in euch flate the streams are constantly altering their
courses, eating away on one bank and depositing on the other,
until the channel in which they formerly flowed becomes choked
up, and the water is compelled to seck another course. It is also
certain that, in this peculiar delts, the general course of the main
waters of the Ganges has gradually tracked from the west to-
wards the east, until, of late years, the larger body of the waters
of the Ganges have united with those of the Brahmaputra, and
have together proceeded to the sea as the Meghna. livery
stream, whether large or small, lowing through such a flat, tends
to raise its own bed or channel by the deposition of the silt and
sand it holds suspended in its waters, and by this gradual
deposition the channel bed of the stream is raised above the
actual level of the adjoining flats. It is impossible to suppose a
river continuing to flow along the top of & raised bank, if not
compelled to do so by artifivial meens, and the consequence of
this filling in and raising of ite bed is that,at the first opportu~
nity, the stream nécessarily abandons its original course, and
sooks & mew channel in the lower ground edjoining, until, after
sucoessive changes, it has gradually wandered over the whole
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flat and raised the entire surface to the same gencral level. The
game process is then repeated, new channels are cut out, and new
deposits formed.

“ Booring these admitted principles in miund, look to the
delta of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. The Ganges river,
emerging from its upper levels round the Rajmahal Hills, and
prevented by their eolid rocky barrier from cutting further to the
west, sought its channel in the lower ground adjoining, and
originally the main body of its waters flowed along the general
course now indicated by the Dhfigirathi end HMooghly. DBut,
gradually filling up this channel, it was again compelled to seek a
new course in the lower, because as yet comparatively unfilled-in,
ground lying to the east, And the same process being repeated,
it wandered successively from the rocky western limit of the
delta-flat townrds the eastern. If this progress eastwards was
allowed to be sufficiently slow to admit of the gradual filling in
of the country adjoining, the delta was formed continuously up
to the same general level, aud the larger streams or ohannels,
passing through this flat to the sea, became unavoidebly dim-
ivished in size aud in the quantity and force of the water
they oarried, the main body passing around further fo the
east and having its course in the chanmnels successively formed
‘there.”

‘'ha Bhagirathi formerly afforded a regular meaws of commu-
nication between the upper Gangetio valley and the sea-board,
but ever since the Dritish cecupation cf the coyutry much diffi-
oulty has been experienced in keeping it open for navigation
throughout the year. The earliest historical mention of its
gilting up appears to be contained in o letter, dafed Gth Junuary
1666, of the French traveller Tavernier, in which he states that
Bernier was going overland from o place near Réjmshal to
Cossimbazar because the river route was impracticable. * When
the river is low, it is impassable bacause of a large sand-bank
which lies before a town called Suti,” Elsewhere Tavernier
speaks of the river as a canal, and says it is |5 leagues long.
Hedges, again, writing in 1683, said that the river above Nadia
was Full of shoals, and that, when he arrived at ““ Maula"” (Mohula),
he went from thence to Cossimbazar by palks, a distance of 9 or 10
miles. There is ample evidenoce of the deterioration of the
Bhagirathi in the next century. Btewart in his Histery of
Beng -1, which was chiefly compiled from the aoccounts of
Muhammadan chroniclers, states that in 1757, just before the
battle of Plassey, Sirdj-ud-daula, “believing that the English
ships of war might procoed up the eastern branch of the Ganges
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to the morthern point of the Cossimbazar island® and come down
the Bhagirathi to Murshidibad, commanded immenee piles to be
driven in the river at Suti, by which the passage of that river has
been rendered merely mavigable by boats, and that only during
half the year."t - In 1781 Rennell wrote that the Cossimbazar
river (i.e., the Bhigirathi) was almost dry from Ootober to May,
and that the Jalangi, although a strenm ran through it the whole
year, was in some ycars unnavigable during two or three of the
driest months. Captain Colebrook, agein, in & memoir on the
courgo of the Ganges (1797) wrote: “The DBhagirathi and
Jalangi are not vavigable throughout during the dry season.
There have been instances of all these rivers continuing open in
their turn during the dry season. The Jalangi used formerly to
be navigable during the whole or greater part of the year. The
Bhagirathi was navigable in the dry season of 1796. This year
(1797), however, 1 was informed that the passage was no longer
practicable for boats proceeding to Ualoutts. Experience has
shown that none of these rivers ave to be depended on.”

About the year 1813 the Bhagirathi suddenly deserted its old
bed near Cossimbnzar, end instead of fullowing its former bend to
the east of the town took aaweep to the wost. Its old channel
became & stagnant streteh of water, and the main stream flowed
three miilese away from its former Led. The cause of this
diversion of the channel is not lknown, but it may perheps be
surmised that it was connected with an attempt to introduce a
larger supply of water down the chounel by a cut across two
bends. That there was some interference with the wnatural
channel is clear from Hamilton's Eust India Gazetteer of 1815, in
which it is stated:—*In 1813, a camal was dug between the
Bhagirathi and great Ganges, partly to ameliorate the unhealthi-
ness of the town (Murshidabad) aud adjacent villages by
maintaining & permanent stream of . wholesome water.” There
is, moreover, & local tradition that a new channel was actually
excavated, as stated by a writer in the Caleutla Review of 1578:
“ All these places (Uossimbazar and the adjacent villages),” he
writes, ““were originally situated on a curve of the river Bhagi-
rathi, but seventy years ago a straight oub was made forming the
chord of the ourve, thus changing the course of the river. This
engineering operation was fullowed by the breaking out of an
epidemio fever, which, in virulence and mortality, is unparalleled

® This was o nome given to the trinngular tract of countrey lying belween the

Ganges, Bhiigiathi and Jolangi.
+ Edition of 1518, pp. 621-2,
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by any pestilence save that which destroyed Gaur.” The old
channel survives as a kAid/, whioh is used by boats in the rains.
It is curious that it is called Katigang as if it were an artificial
channel, and there is a tradition that the Sihebs out a channel
and brought the river out to the north of Farisdinga.

It is unnecessary to describe in detail the many changes which
have taken place in the entrance of the Bhagivathi, the position
of which ghifts according to the set of the main stream of the
Padmn or Ganges. Suffice it to say that since 1824 rogular
mensures have been taken by Government to maintain open
channels for navigation both in the Bhagirathi and Jalangi, In
1888 a separate division of the Public Worke Department, called
the Nadia Rivers Division, was formed and placed under an
Executive Enginecr, for the control of the chanvels in the group
of rivers known ss the Nadia rivers. '[hese channels hed an
aggregate length of 508§ miles in 1911, composed as follows:—
(1) Farakka channels between the Guanges and Bhagirathi, 25
miles, (2) Bhagirathi river, 151 milee ; (3) Bbairab-Jalangi river,
1664 miles ; (4) Matibhinga river, 136 miles; and (5) Hooghly
river, 32 miles, The officers employed in this division are
engaged in maintaining channels suitable for boats of small
draught, and tolls are levied on boats using the rivers to pay
for the work done in training the channels and keeping them
navigable; one of the toll stations is at Jungipur in this
distriet, and the other two are at Hanskhali and Swarupganj in
the distriot of Nadia. The number of boats vsing the rivers was
17,000 in 1811-12.

The main means employed to keep the channels open are
temporury training works, consisting of bamboo and mat spurs or
wing dams, called bandhals, which are constructed as follows.
At the shoals to be operated on a line of bamboo stakes is run out
from each bank of the river: they are driven into the bed of the
river, supported by struts and fastened at the top by longitudinal
ties, These stakes gradually converge, so as to force the current
into & narrow chanuel. Large mat screens (jhdmps) are then let
down and secured to the stakes. The first result of the ocurrent
being conceutrated in this menner is a great velocity in the
ohaonel it is intended to create, and a diminished current on both
eides of it. Owing to the increased pressure below, the soreens
cannot be sunk to the bottom of the river, and through the space
left there the water rushes with o rapid circular motion, cutting
away the sand and varrying it under the matting and bebind the

* The Kdrimbas@r Raj, Caleutls Reeiew, Yol, LYIL, 1878,
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live of stakes, where, the water being sluggish, constant deposit
takes place. At the same time, the force of the currentin the
oentre of the chennel outs away the sand there and bears it down-
stream, so that by these two processes the depth is incressed in the
channel, while on each side of it large collections of sand are
formed, materially narrowing and deepening the ochamnel, All
that is necessary to maintain the works is to drive the bamboo
piles further down as the water cuts away the sand and to sink
the screens from time to time to suit the fall of the river.
It may, of course, happen that the sand swept away by the
currents sinks as soon as it gets bayond the bandial, thus forming
another shoal which requires the construction of another bandial,
These works have met with only moderate success in the Bhagi-
rathi and Jalangi, because the volume of water passing down is
too small to give much scouring power on the shoals, They have
been more euccessful in the Ganges, where it has been proved that
the low water channel can be improved, either by bandhals or by
dredging, without any great outlay.

For some years past dredging operations bave been conducted
at the mouth of the Bhagirathi, where it opens ont from a loop of
the Ganges known as the Farakka Qhannel. Thias loop commen-
oes at Farakka and rejoins the Ganges about four miles below the
off-take of the Bhagirathi. A shoal known as the Biaw&n&thpur
shoal, about 24 miles long, with two intermediate deep pools,
forms at the ¢ntrance of the Bhagirathi, and the object in view is
to soour this shoal and so admit as lavge a volume as possible
into the Bhagirathi. This is done mainly to seoure water for
drinking, domestic and sanitary purposes, and not only with the
object of improving narigation.

. It has been urged that the Bhagirathi should be made fit not
only for country boats, but also for steamer traffio throughout the
year, a8 the water route from Caloutta to up-oountry would there-
by be shortened by 425 miles, To this proposal there are grave
objections. It was estimated by the Chief Engineer of Bengal
in 1906 that the initial cost of dredging plant sufficient io main-
tain a navigable entrance would be 126 lnkhs, and that the cost
of maintenance would be so heavy that it could not possibly be
met by any tollage whioh the steamer companies oconld afford to
pay. DBesides this, any increase in the volume of water passed
down the Nadia rivers must entail a decrease in the supply of
the Ganges lower down and lead to the deterioration of the
present channels of that river. Lastly, it is possible that the
ohannels of the Nadia rivers might beoome so large and deep that
they would eventually carry off the main volume of the Ganges,
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charged with an enormous quantity of eilt, which would fill up
tho deep trough of the Hooghly (at present scoured by tides)
sufficiently to prevent the passage of sea-going vessels and so0
bring nbout the ruin of the port of Calontta.

There are many small lakes or lagoons, commonly called bils
or shile, most of which aro the remnants of old river beds. The
best Ymown of theee is the Motijhil, or Penrl Lake, s fine horse-
¢hoo lake about two miles from the town of Murshidabad, which
has been formed by a change in the course of the Bhagirathi.
Another large lagoon is the Telkar Bil, about three mileslong and
24 miles broad, which lies two miles to the west of the Bhagirathi
near the Khagra Ghat railway station ; it has, however, dried up
to o large extent, To the cast of Berhampore lie three lils
known asthe Bishtupur, Chaltia and Chonde Bils. The Bishtupur
Bil is o crescent-shaped expanse of water stretching from the
north-east of Derhampore to nbout half a mile south-east of the
railway station at Cossimbazar. It is connected with the Lhagi-
rathi by two eluices, called the higra and Berhampore sluices,
which are under the control of the Public Works Department.
The Chaltia Bil is another crescent-shaped sheet of water, which
starts at the south of Berhampore near the Judge’s Court and
extends past the villages of Bhakri, Chnltia and Krishnamiti to
Kalgbaria near Haridasmati, The Chanda Bil is a shallow marsh
about four miles long and a quarter of & mile broad, which is
bounded on the north by Badurpur, Tarakpur and other villages,
and on the scuth by Maukara. Cuts were made from this b4l
and the Chaltia Bil to the Gobra Nullah in 1672-73, but they
were not sufficiently deep for efficient drainage, Another eut has
recontly been made in the Bishtupur Bil in order to improve its
drainage. Other important bils in the east of the distriet are the
Goas (8 square miles), Dumkul (6 square miles) and Bhandér-
daha Bils, the last of which requires separate mention. c

"Phe Bhandirdaha Bil is a depression marking the line of an
old river, which is nearly 50 miles long and extends from the
Bhagirathi cmbankment ab Digha and Bhagwingola on the
north to Bali on the river Jalangi on the south. It is called by a
number of different names in different places, viz, (1) Gobra
Nullah from the embankment down to Digha village, a distance
of three miles, (2) Digha Bil from Dighs down to Muradpur,
5 miles, (3) Topkkdna Bil from Muradpur to Gauribagh bridge ;
this is & tomporary bamboo bridge built for traffio across the b4,
whioh is here demmed up. (4) Khana or Mathurapur Bil from
Gauribagh bridge to Bhairabpur Ghat, 6 miles., (5) Bali Bil from
Bhairabpur Ghat to Akhundbarie Ghat, 6 miles, (6) Kharia Bil
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from Akhnndbaria Ghat to Panchbaria, 7 miles. (7) Bhandar-
daha Bil from Panchbaria to Chéndpur, 8 miles. (8) Suti river or
channel from Chéndpur to the junotion with the Jalangi river.
This &7 is one of the chief sources of the fish supply of the district,
It is conneoted with the Bhagirathi by several sluices, viz, (1) the
gluices at Khigra and Berhampore already mentioned, by which it
receives water through the Bishtupur Bil, (2) at Kharia Ghat
through the Public Works Department drainage cut, and (3)
sluice at Gorn Baszar and Krishnamati, by which water comeg
into the bil after passing through the Chaltia, Chanda and Boalia
Bils by tho sonthern drainage out. Ib also reoceives logal
drainage and is fed by a number of tributaries, which are ealled
daras. There is o ocontinuation of the il beyond the embank-
ment for about five miles towords Lalitikuri, 'I'his is called the
Buora Thikur Bil, and formed an integral part of the Bhandfr-
daha Bil before it was out off by tho embankment. I'he Boalia
Bil above mentioned is a shallow marsh about seven miles from
Berhampore. Tt is four miles long in the rains, but shrinks very
much as the floed water subsides, and is used for riee cultivation
from April. The north-esstern portion of it, which is conuected
with the Bhandardaha Bil, is ealled the Putijol Bil,

To the west of the Bhagirathi are the Belun, Bakora and Palan
Bils, which lio close together near Khargrim, about three milas
to the south of the junction of the Brihmini and Dwiirka rivers,
Thege appear to be identical with the “ Dishoupur swamp,”
which, according to the manuseript records of the Board of Reve-
nue, was artificially connected with the river, at the expenss of
Government, in the year 1800, Al these bils are jeined to the
rivers by streams and shallow channels, and in the rains form a
continucus lake. The Nawaranga, Sanlmiri and Balukuria Hils,
together with other small marshes at the union of the Mor and
Kuiyd with the Dwarks, also form during the rainy season large
sheets of water, about twenty miles square. These large 4its at
the confluenoes of the hill streama serve during floods ns natural
drainage basins, into which the river waters pour. On the
subsidence of the etreams, the waters pemt uwp iu the bils fing
their way back again into the rivers gradually and quietly, and
are thus drained off. DBut for these large reservoirs, the southern
part of the Rarh wonld be much injured by floods from the hills,

In the Jangipur subdivision, in the north of the distriot,
there are five large bils, viz., the Chaoband and Bénsabati Djls
to the west of the Bhagirathi, and the Krishnasail, Poramari
and (angni Bils to the enst of it. The Krichnasiil Bil is
evidently the bed of an old river, and has still some very deep
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pools, but the greater part of it conld be made fit for cultivation,
The Bansabati Bil extends during the rains almost the whale
way from Balighat on the Bhagirathi to the boundary of the
Sonthal Parganas; but during the hot wenther the whole of
this area is dry except in a few low-lying spots.

Tn many of the dils a process of natural reclamation is going
on, Their beds are graduslly being elevated by mud washed
down by the rivers and streams which pour into them during
the rains, and, to n small extent, by the dry soil which is blown
over them during the season of the hot winds. Owing to these
causes, the margin of tillage is steadily advancing.

There are also some artificial tanks, some of which are large
enough to be called lakes. The largest is the Bagardighi
gituated mear the Sagardighi railway station, which is about
three-quarters of @ mile long. Tradition etates that it was
exeavated by one of the kings of the Pila dynasty. The second
largest tank, which is called Sheikhdighi, is near the Mirzipur
police-station about 5 miles north of the Bokhara railway station,

The botanical features of Murshidabad are those characteristio
of ihe dellaio distriots of Oentral Bengal. The swamps afford
a foothold for numerous marsh species, while ponds and ditches
are filled with submerged and floating water plants. The edges
of sluggish oreeks are lined with sedges and bulrushes, and the
banks of rivers have a hedge.like serub jungle. Deserted or
nnoultivated homestead lands are covered with shrubberies of
gomi-spontancous epecies, interspersed with clumps of planted
bamboos and groves of Areca, Moringa, Mangifera and Anona.

The country is on the whole well wooded with mango groves,
bumboo clumps, and banyan, pipal, babul, jack, bel, tamarind,
cocoanut and date palm trees. Murshidabad bas e reputation
for its mango orchards, and the tract lying along the western
bank ot the Bhagirathi in the Jangipur subdivision abounds with
%ul trees, which are oultivated for the propagation of lac.

A little over fifty years ago Colonel Gastrell remarked in his
Statistical and Geographical Report on Murshidabad: “The
advance of oultivation is rapidly driving the wild sanimals away.
All are becoming more and more scarce, and but little sport is
met now to be fouud in the distriet.” At present, leopards ave
with in some parts, more particularly the Jalangi thana (a.g.,
at Khayramari) esnd in the neighbourbood of Murshidabad,
where they can find cover in abandoned gardens and ruinous
country hLouses. In the Kandi and J angipur subdivisions,
where there is scarcely any heavy jungle left, they have practi-
cally disappeared, eud only a stray leopard is cooasionally
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geen, Wolves, however, are sometimes found in the Kdndi sub-
division, where they dosome damage to sheep and goats. Jackals
are ubiquitous, and have an evil reputation for earrying off and
devouring infants, more especially in the Jangipur subdivision.
They will even carry them off when eleaping by their parents’
gide, seizing them by the throat to stifle their ories, Next morning
a fow bones in the neighbouring jungle ave all that is left to tell
the tale, Wild pigs are plentiful in the Bigri nnd along the
ehars of the Ganges, and also in the Hariharpira thana, Pig-
gticking has long been a favourite form of sport, the conntry to
the enst of the Bhagirathi lending itsoll ideally fe riding, and
excellent bags are made. Monkeys (the black-Faced Aamuman or
‘angur) ave numnerous and destruetive in towns, where they do -
much damoge in gardens and orchnrds and fo the mango crop
when it is ripening.

The game birds of the district consist of smipe, wild duck, 'E*Mﬂ
quail, partridge, pigeon, teal and geess. During the oold weather **
good eport can be obtsined with snipe, duck, teal and geese on
the &dls, more espenially the Jalangi and Telkar Bi]ﬂ; among ducks
the pintail, pochard and gadwall, and among teal the painted,
blue-winged and cotton are common. All the usual waders are
also met with.

T'he common varieties of snakes, such as cobras, karaits, eto, Rerrus,
are found ; the mortality from snake-bits is considerable in years
of flood, when they are driven to dry ground in the vieinity of
villages and homesteads. Crooodiles are fairly common in the
rivers and in the swamps or bifs; they are also met with in tanks
in the Jangipur subdivision,

The more valuable fish caught in the rivers, 4ils and tanks Frsm.
belong to the carp family (Cyprinida), such as ruki, katls, mirgal,
eto., or are Silurids, such s bodd and mdgur. Large catches of
hilsa (Cdupea ilisha) are made in the Padma or Ganges during the
rainy season, when they ascend in shoals. They are also canght
in the Bhagirathi and in the Khayra Bil, when it is flooded by
the Bhagirathi, and are exported in mmaldambla quantitics. An
account of the fisheries of the district will be given in Chapter
VIIL, and may be so far anticipated by saying that in addition
to the rivers, the bifs, such as the Bishtupur, Chanda, Chaltia,
Boalia and Bhandardahs Bils, constitute valuable fisheries.

During the cold weather, from November to January, there Crmars.
is an almost entire absence of cloud and rainfall ; fhe mean
rainfall during these three months aggregates only ome inch.
The mean femperature falls from 73° in November to 66° in
December and 65° in January, but humidity remains at a fairly

o
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high level; a feature of (he cold weather is the occasional occour- '
rence of low-lying morning fogs, which dissipate with the rising
gun, In February the temperature begins to rise, the mean for
the month being 70°; and as southerly winds become more
froquent with the advance of the year, there is a period of tran-
gition characterized by ocensional thunderstorme, accompanied by
rainfall ; fhis, on an average, amounis o an inoh in March
and 14 mulL in April. During these latter two months, dry
westerly winds of high temperature nalternate with southerly scn
winds of moderate temperature. The night temperature inoreases
slowly, and the highest monthly mean is 85° in April. In May
monsoon weathor is occasionslly experienced when oyolonic
storms form at the head of the Bay of Bengal, When such
storms occur, -there is heavy rain, and the avernge rainfall
consequently rises to 5 inohes in May.

With the commencement of the south-west monsoon (gener-
ally in the latter half of June, but in some years not till the
beginning of July) humidity inoreases to 58 per cent. of satur-
ation, heavy clond is continuous, and rainfall is of almost daily
ocourrence, the precipitation becoming heavy when thers are
oyclonic disturbances. The average is 10 inches in June, 11
inohes in July, 104 in August and 9} inches in Seplember.
During this perivd the mean temperature slowly diminishes from
86° in June to 81° in October. During the latter half of Beptem-
ber and throughout QOectober cloudy weather alternates with
bright sunshine, and the bright periods lengthen till they merge
in the contiuuous fine weather of the cold season.

The following statement gives the salient meteorological

statistics for the town of Borhampore :—
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CHAPTER IL

—

HISIORY. .

Usrie the days of Mughal rule there is little distinelive in the
history of Murshidabad, which, in fact, was, for the most part,
mevely the history of Bengal in general. A few ieolated faots
emergoe from the general obsourity in which its early history rests,
and there are many laounes, which can only be linked together by
the thin and uncertain thread of conjeoture. It has been suggest-
ed by Mr. Beveridge that the present village of RAngimati, gix
miles south-west of Berhampore, marks the ancient site of Karna
Suvarna, the capital of the kingdom of the same name.* Accord-
ing to the Ohinese pilgrim, Hiuven Teiang (or Yuan Chwang),
who visited Bengal in the ficst half of the seventh century A.D.,
the oity, which was 20 Ji, or about 7 miles in cirenit, had by it a
splendid monastery, called Lo-to-wei-chin, which is his phonetio
rendering of Taktavitti or Raktamitti, s name meaning red earth,
of whioh Ranghmati is the modern equivalent. This theory is
not nocepted by other scholare. % The identification,” writes
Babn Manmohan Ohakravartti, *rests on the similarity of the
name Rangimati with Raktamilti, and of an alleged older name
of it, I ansomagar, with I arna Suvarna, on the location of the
place in the direction indicated by Yuen COhwang, and on its
remains, viz, mounds, images and coins, Unfortunately, the
pame Dangimati is not uncommon, being derived from the red
laterite soil that extends from the foot of the Rajmahal Hills,
through the Barind, to the Madhupur Jungle in Mymensingh.
The pame Kénsonagar is not in use now ; but, though it might
have been in use once before, to judge from the introductory
'gemulugiml verse to Radhakantadeva's 8abda-kalpa-druma,T mere
similarity is not sufficient. The village is not named in any
Hindu or Musalmin works, and is not found in any map older
than Valentyn's, published in 1726 A.D. The pargona Fateh-
gingh, in whioh it is situated, was said to have bean allotted to an
up-country Brahman by Man Singh for valour shown in the war;
and the remains in the fort might be as well ascribed to him or

his descendantsf

" The Sita of Korna Suvarsa, J. A, 8. B., 1898, pp. 816-328.
t Td., p. 827, }
1 Nofes op the Geography of Old Bengal, . A. 8, B., 1808, p, 28L.
62
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Whether Rangaimati was or was not the capital, there can be
no doubt that, at the time of Hiuen Tsiang’s visit, the distriot
was ineluded in the limits of Karna Suvarna, which he desoribes
as a moist low-lying land under regular oultivation. It bore
flowers und fruits in abundance, and had a temperate climate.
The people were wealthy and patrons of learning, There were
moresthan ten Buddhist monusteries with over 2,000 brethron of
the Sammatiya school, and three monasteries of Devadatta’s
school in which milk products were nuf tuken ns food. There
wera 50 Deva temples, and the followers of various religions were
very numerons,* This fertile land corresponds to the modern
districts of Murshidabad, Burdwin, Bankura end Hooghly, and
wns one of the proviuces of the empire of Sasinke, n faonatical
enemy of Buddhism, whose sway extended from Benares to the
Bay of Bengal.

No detnils of the history of the district are fortheoming for
goveral penturies after this, but the rule of the Palus is ocom-
memorated by the largo Sagardighi tank, which is said fo have
been excavated by Mahipala, who ruled in the carly part of the
eleventh century. His palace is said io have been not far off,
af a village called after him Mahipil, which is situated to the
north of the Barela railway station. Tradition also relatea that
Hugain Shab, King of Bengal from 1493 to 1518, was born at
the village of Chdndpira, south-cast of the Mirzpur police-
station and a little to the east of Sheikhdighi on the Jangpur
road, If is said that in his early youth he served a Brihman
of the village ns a herdsman, and that when hoe rose to power he
granted his old master the estate of Chindpara at a quit-rent
of one anna. Henoe he is known as Rikhal Bidshah, or the
herdsman king, and the village as Ekina Chéndpara. Looal
tradition is so far confirmed that the Riyasu-s-Salatin statos that
he came with his father and brother from Turkestan and sottled
at Chéndpur in the Rarh country, where ho married the daunghter
of the local Kazi.t

There is, it may be added, no record of the district having
been the theatre of war until 1600, when o decisive battle was
fought at Sherpur Atai, in the Kandi subdivision, in which the
imperial srmy under Méan Singh routed the rebellions Afghins of
Orissa, who had made themselves masters of a considerable portion
of Bengal.

Bonorzaw  In the beginning of the seventeenth century the town of
EFTTIR-  Murshidabad, which then bore the name of Makbsusabad, began to
T % 8. Beul, Records of the Western World, Vol. 11, p. 201, .

% Blochmann identifles this place with Chindpur (near Aluipur on the Bhairal)

in the Kbhulno digiriat,
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assume importavce a8 a commercial depdt. Its silk abtracted
the attention of two KEnglish agents, Hughes and Parker, who
were sent from Agra to Patna to set up u trading station
there—so much so that next year they reported that {hey
had invested He. 500 in purchesing samples of silk from
Makhsusabad.*

When, at length, the English established their faoctories in
Bengal, Cosgimbagar was one of the first places selected for
station, which was subordinate to the agenoy at Hooghly.t The
Enst India Company’s first reprosentatives there were John Kenn,
who was Ohiel on £40 a year, Daniel Bheldon, second member of
Oouncil, on £30, John Priddy on £20 and Job Charnock, fourth
member, on £20. Job Charnock was subsequently posted at
Patna, but returned as Chief in 1680, and stayed there till 1686.
During these six years the trade of the Company was seriously
hampered by the heavy imposts levied by the Nawib, Shaista
Khéin, and the exactions of the loeal Faujdar or Governor
Bolehand Ray. The disputes between the Company and the
Mughal authorities oulminated in 1686, when the Company’s
oenxgo boats were held up under an embargo and its sale of silver
prohibited. - Charnock was ordered to pay Rs. 43,000 in settle-
meut of o claim made by some native morchants, and, acoording to
Orme, was scourged by the Nawib’s orders. The Cossimbazar
factory was invested by troops to provent his eseape, but in April
1686 he succeeded in getting through the cordon and made his way
to Hooghly. After this, the Cossimbazar factory, in common
with the other Xnglish factories in Bengal, was condemned to
confiscation by Shaista Khin.

VY, Poster, The English Faclories in Indie, 1618-21, pp. 104, 258, In 4
letter, dsted 12tk July 1820, they refer to “serbandy silk, the best of Mucksonds
nnd Sideabunde (i, Muklsusibid and Saidibiid), from whence these sortes are
wound of" :

t The factory wis opaned in 1068 or 1650, A letter of the Court of Directors
to the Agent at Heoghly, dated 27th Fobruary 1768, mentions Hooghly, Dalesove,
Patns and Cossimbazar ns * the fonr factories which we determine shall be setéled in
the Bay of Bengal ™ and sets Forth that the four officers nbove wentioned nre to be
appointed ab Cessimbazar. The uso of the fubure tenss makes it uncertain
whether the Comimbazar factory wos netually started in this yosr, and Sir Henvy
Yule is of opinfen that it is doubtful whether it was regularly occopied before
1668, :

1 “In 1678, writes’ Mr, Beveridge, “n lady with charming ignorance of
Apgla-Tndian  roquirements, sends her brother-in-law nt Cossimbazar a box
containing » crnvat and ouffs snd ribbon of the newest mede and a border of lace
for his might cap. Alns, ho was dend befors the box left England.” Old Flace -
in the Murshidabdd District, Cnlentts TRoview, Yol XCIV, 1892, ¢f. Helges

Diary, Vel, I, p. 242
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The French had also a factory at Cossimbazar at this time,*
and the Armenians had made a settlement at Saidabad under the
suthority of a plarmdn granted by Aurangzeb in 1665 ; while the
Dutch had o thriving factory at Kalkapur. The object of all
was tho silk trade, the importance of which may be gathered from
the accounts given by both Bernier and Tavernier, The former
enys that “ the Dutch have sometimes seven or cight hundrod
natives employed in their factory at Cossimbazar, where, in like
manner, the English and other merchants employ a proportionate
number.” The latter says that Cossimbazar annually exported
about 22,000 bales of silk (of 100 Ibs. each). “‘I'he Dutch
genorally ook, cither for Japan or for Holland, 6,000 to 7,000
bales, and they would have liked to get more, but the merchants
of Tartary and of the whole Mughal Empire opposed their doing
so, for these merchants took as muoh as the Dutch, and the
balance remained for the poople of the country for the manu-
facture of their own siuffs,

The wealth of Murshidabid wade it o prizo worth winning by
the Afghins who roee in rebellion under Siibha Singh in 1696.
Under his leadership they overran the country on the west of the
Ganges from Rajmabal to Midnapore, and nfter his death they
spread to the east of the river under Rahim Shah, sn Afghin
ohief, who had been chosen as his successor. In Murshidabad a
loyal officer named Nedimat Khan, who resided om his Jagir or
royel grant of land, gallantly held ont agninst them.  As the
ocombats in India were, oven at that late period, more frequently
decided by duels between the chiefs, or champions, of the contend-
ing armies than by a gemeral engagement, Tauhar Khan, a
nephew of Nedmat's, well mounted and armed, advaneed into the
plain and challenged any of the Afghdus fo mest him. No
single warrior daring to advance, a party of Afghéns at once
rushed forward, and, before his friends could go to his assistance,
out the youth to pieces.”f On hearing of his fate, Nedmat
Khav, who was clad only in a muslin ooat, seized his sword and,
without waiting to put on his helmet and ouirass, sprang on his
horse and dashed into the fray, Cufting his way throngh the
Afghans, he made straight for Rahim 8hah and delivered a blow
at his héad. His sword shivered on the helmet of tempered steel,
whereupon he soited Rahim Shah round the waist and by sheer
strength unhorsed him. - Springing to the ground, he drew the

. " Btreynsham Master, the President of Madres, who visited Bengal in 1876,
says ir bis disry that st Cossimbazar ho pussed by the plot of ground allotted to the -
French. i

t Stewart's History of Dengal (1818), p. 383,
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Afghan’s degger and endeavoured to administer the coup de
grace, Again he was foiled, for bhe could not pierce the gorget,
and, while he was struggling to do so, the Afghans rushed up
and oot him down, The Afghéns, in admiration of his courage,
earried him mortally wounded to one of their tents, and when
he signalled for water offered it to him; but “his feelings
revolted againgt taking it from their hands, and thus, with parch-
ed lips, he quafied the goblet of martyrdom.”® The rebels then
advanced to Makhsusabad, and, aftor defeating 5,000 of the royal
troops, took and plundered the town, The merchants of Uossim-
bazar having, however, sent o deputation to meet the rebel chief,
ho spared that place,

In 1697, when the news of the disasters that had befallen the
Imperial army reached the Emperor at Delhi, he appointed his
own grandson, Prince Azimush-shin, Governor of Bepgal, Bihdr
and Orissa in place of the supine Nawab Lbrahim Kbin, and
placed Zabardast Khan, the latfer's eon, in command of the
Bengal army with orders to advance at once and extirpate the
robels. Zabnrdast Khin advenced rapidly from Dacea, his army
marching up the bank of the Padma atteuded by a strong
flotills of war boats, Eahim Shah resolved to give battle and
encamped his forces on the river bank near Bhagwingola,
Zabardast Khin drew up his forces behind o stockade formed
of bullock waggons, and commenced a cannonade from the boats
lying in the river, His guus, which were served by Portu-
guese artillerymen in the Mughal service, dismounted most of
those belonging to the enemy and silenced the redoubts which
they had thrown up along their front. A whole day was spent
in this fusillade, and next morning & general engagement took
place. The Afghins, who had 12,000 cavalry and 30,000 in-
fantry, were signally defeated and retreated to Makhsusabad,
where they were followed by Zabardast Khan, who encamped on
an extensive plain to the east of the town and prepared again to
give them battle. The Afghans, however, had not the heart for
auother bloody confliot and fled to Burdwén, There Rahim Shih
fell in battle against a Mughal army  commandad by Asimush-
ghan, nfter which his followers were hunted down like wild
beasts

At this time, the provinces of the Mughal Empire were under ..
a dual system of administration, there being two officers in charge Drwim
of each, who were known as the Nazim (or Nawéb-Nazim) and 3ip,,.»
the Diwan. The Nazim was the Governor or Viceroy of the

* Riyacu-z-Salifin, translstion by Abdus Saliw, (1904), p. 284,
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Provinge, administered criminal justice, and was in fact the
exeoutive and military chief. The Diwan, who was directly
subordinate to the IHmperor and independent of the Niziw, was
the Finance Minister ; he was responsible for the revenue ndmini-
stration, while he also occasionally administered civil justico. The
relations of the two are well explained by Btewart in his Hislory of
Bengal :—* During tho despolic reign of Aurangzeb the offices
of Nazim (militoxy Governor) and Diwin were kept perfectly
distinet ; the business of the former was to defend and protect
the country from foreign insults or domestic insurrections and to
anforce a striot obedience to the laws: to the latter was assigned
the collootion of tho revenues and the dishursement of the requisite
expenses. He was, in o certain degree, subject to the orders of
the Nazim, being obliged to comply with all written orders for
money from that officer for the service of Government, but the
Nazim was responsible to the exchequer for any improper use of
that power: he received his regular salary from the Diwin and
was not entitled to any further emolument from his office. hese”
two officers were, however, commanded to cousult with each other
vpon all important affairs and to act in concert upon every publio
emergency scoording to the regulations which from time to time
were issued.” These regulations were embodied in the .Dastur-ul-
Amai, a Procedure Code containing rules on all revenue and
administrative matters, whioh was issued to each province after
being approved by the Kmperor. Every yeor additions or modi-
flontions were made in it with the Kmperor’s sanction, and no
Niagim or Diwdn had authority to deviate from it.

In 1701 Muzshid Kuli Khan was appointed Diwin of Bengal,
the Nazim being Prince Azimush-shan, whose headquarters were
at Dagoa. Murshid Kuli Ehan soon brought about a reorganiza-
tion of the finances of the provinoes, whioh, in spite of its richness
and fertility, brought comparatively little into the Imperial ex-
chequer, Owing to the evil reputation of Bengal, the higher
officers were averse to service in the province, * as they fancied it
not only fatal to human life, but an actual haunt of demons.”*
To induce them to settle in it, large tracts had been made over to
them as gdgirs or military fief, and the revenune of the kidfa or
Orown lands was so small that it did not suffice to meet the pay of
the Naeim and the salaries of the military and civil establish-
ment, Money had even to be remitted from other provinces
to cover the Bengal deficit. The growing poverty of the Imperial
exchequer rendered it necessary that Bengal should pay its proper

* Riyasu-s-Sallidu (translation by Abdus ﬂa‘ljm, 1904), p. 248,
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quota, and Murshid Kuli Khén set to work to inorease the revenue
in no half-hearted fashion. Finding that the receipte were
absorbed in improper channels, he appointed his own collectors in
the different distriots, and svon nscortained that the revenue really
amounted to & orore of rupees. 1is mext step was to resume the
jagirs in Beugal with the sanction of the Emperor, the jagirddrs
receiving but soant compensation in the shape of sagirs in Orissa,
where the land was far less fertile and valuable. At the same
time he effeoted large retrenchments in the publio expenditnre
and rigorouely enforced the payment of revenue by the zamindiurs.
“The houghty spirit of the Prince Azimush-shin eould ill brook
the constant interference in all pecuniary transactions of the
Diwan and his frequent opposition to His Royal Highness's com-
mands, Besides theee causes, the Prince was exceedingly jealous
of the high favour in which Murshid Kuli stood with the
Empevor; and the courtiers and favourites of the Prince, whose
extravagance or assumed powers were constantly controlled by the
Diwan, fanned the flame and added fuel to his plready exasperat-
ed temper.” Aszimush-shin determined to get rid of the trouble-
some Diwdn, and gent a party of soldiers to kill him when be
was on his way to the palace (at Dncea), but this attempt was
foiled by the cool courage of Murshid Kuli Khin, who jumped
out of his palki and drawiog his eword ordered his attendants to
clear the road and drive the assassins away. “ After acting in so
spirited and independent a manner, Murshid Iuli deemed it
unadvisable to remain in the same place with the Prince, and,
having consulted with his friends on the most advantageous
gituation, he resolved to fix his residence at Makhsasibid asbeing
nearly in the centre of the province and equally convenient for
collecting the revenue from all parts, Having decided on this
measure, he left Dacea without taking leave of the Viceroy, and,
carrying with him all the publio officers attached to the Diwani,
proceeded to Makheusabad,” The headquarters of the Diwani
were thus transferred to Wurshidabad, the date of the transfer
being apparently 1702-03.

When Aurangzeb received Murshid Kuli Khén's report of
the attempt on his life, he ordered the Prince to leave Bengal
and take up his regidence in Uihar. - Azimush-shin consequently
left Dacea for Paton, appointing his ton, Farrukbsiyar, as his
representative in Bengal in the capacity of Deputy Nasim. He
does not appear, however, to have had any anthority to make such
an appointment, and in 1703-04 Murshid Kuli Khan paid a visit to
Aurangzeb in his camp in the Deccan and succeeded not only in
getting himself confirmed in the post of Diwan of Bengal, Bihir
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and Orissa, but also in obtaining the appointment of Deputy
Nizim of Bengal and Orissa—much to the chagrin of the Prince.
In the absence of the latter, Murshid I{uli Khén enjoyed all the
powers of the Nawib Nészim and had thus full executive anthority
a8 well as the entire administration of the finances.

His first act on returning to Bengal was to change the name
of Makheusibad to Murshidabdd, and, by building a palace and
erccting public offices, to make it the capital of the province,
The change of name appears to have taken effect from 1705, for
the name Makhsusibid appears last on a rupee coined in 1704,
and Murshidabid for the first time on a rupee slruek at the loeal
mint' next year.

The choice of Murshidabfid as the headguarters is sometimos
ascribed to the diffioullies which Murshid Kuli Xhén exporienced
in carrying on the administration at Dacea owing fo the friction
with Azimush-shin and his fears of assassination. In the Riyasu-
8-Suldtin it is attributed to the central position of the town—*‘‘an
exoellent site, where news of all four quarters of the Bubah could
be eaeily procurable, and which, like the pupil of the eye, was
gitunte in the centre of the important places of the Subah:” a
lengthy account of its advantages, from a etrategio and com-
mercial point of view, then follows. According to Bir Willinm
H unter, it *“seems probable that Murshid Kuli Khan was induced .

# A ropoe of Auraogeeb proserved in (he Labore museum shows that Makh-
susElid wos n mint-town as carly ss 1670 A, D, Tho profits of the Murehidibid
mint aro atated in the rent-rell of 1728 to amount to Rs. 804,108, In 1708 the
English ot Cossimbaznr were induced to poy Rs, 26,000 for the conveniense of
having bullion, which they imported from Europe, colned into rupees st the
MurshidibBd mint One of tho obief srticles in the petition presented by the
English embassy at the Court of Delhi in 1716 was, * that the officers of the mint at
Murshidibid should at all tlmes, when required, allow three days in the week for
the coinaga of the English Company's monoy.” It was nob till pearly ball a contory
aftarwards, in 1757, a8 one of the results of (he Lattle of Plassay, that the English
firwt struck eoins of tholr owa, bubstill in the name of the Emperer of Hindustin,
In 1768, the Couneil at Caloutts complained, in a lettor fo the Court, that thejr
mint was of bt little use to thew, partly bocause no bullion was arriving from
Eorope, tut more especially becauss the commpnd of specie posscesed by the
Beths of Murahld&bEd was naed to force down the exchange velue of their sikkae.
In 1760, on the oocasion of the accession of Mir Kisim, & parwand was receivad
from the Nawsb, awarding full privileges to the Osleotts mint. From this date
tho mint of Murshld&bid began to decling, and, indeed, was soon abolished, Tho
M8, Records of the Board of Revenne show that In 1786 it wos proposed to
¥ vo.petablish the mint of Murshidibdd,! This proposal wes apparontly carried
out, though only for a short time. TIn 1786 all provincial mints were abolished,
bt some Tespite saoms to bave boou granted to fbat at MurshidGbEd. It was
not 11 1799 that * the Collector of Murshidibid despatched the mint utensils
o the Presidency, mud disposed of the Lulldings used as the mint offiea by public

suction.
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to take this step by political considerations. Dacca had lost its
importance, for the Maghs and the Portuguese wire no longer
dangerous; and the banks of the Bhagirathi afforded a more
central position for the management of the three Proviness of
Bengal, Bihar and Orisea. ‘The new city also wos situnted on -
the line of frade, along which the treasures of India were now
heginning to find their way to the European settlements on the
Hooghly ; and it commanded the town of Cossimbagar, where all
the foreigners had important faotories, Moreaver, the situation
in those days was rogarded as very healthy,” At the same time,
it must be admitted that the choice might have been more
fortunate, for the Bhagirathi had long been slting up and its
passage throughout the year had already become impossible.

Murshid Kuli Ihin, or, as he is often called in the English yoams
records, Jafar Khan,* was the son of & poor Brihman, who in his Vioznozs.
infanoy was purchased by a Persian merchant,  The latter,
however, did not condemn him to slavery, but taking him to
Ispabdn bad him eircumcised and brought up like one of his own
gons under the name of Mubhammad Hadi, On the desth of the yuempy
merchant, he proceeded to the Deccan, where he entered the Kuli
Tmperial service. His ability soon brought him to the front, and ﬁ'gf’m
he wus appointed Diwdan of Hyderdbad with the title of Kartalab
Khan, He was subsequently transferred in the ssme capaoity to
Orisea, and in 1701 was appointed Diwén of Bengal with the new
title of Murshid Kuli Khin. As already ehown, he had the
address to maintain himeelf in office and obtain further prefer-
ment in spite of the hostility of Azimush-shin; and, though he
had supplanted Farrukhsiydr, the latter made no atlempt to
interfers with his government. On the coutrary, he also came to
Murshidabad in 1707, and, taking up his residence in *“the Lalbagh
‘palace,” remained on terms of perfect cordiality with Murshid
Kuli Khan until 1712, when he made his way to Patna and there
had himself proclaimed Emperor. In the same year Azimush-
shén was killed while struggling for the throne of Delhi, and in
1718, when Farrukhsiyir became Emperor, Murshid Kuli Khan
was enabled, with the assistance of Jagat Seth, the banker, to
purchase the Nizimat on easy terms for himself. Five years
later the government of Bibar, which he had long solicited, was
also conferred upon him, and he thus became the Viceroy of
Bengal, Bihér and Orissa.

Murshid Kuli Ehan ruled at Murshidabad from 1704 to
17256—-a rare continuity of tenure of office in those days, when

& Jufar Kbiln woe one qf the titles he received when appointed Nawib of
Bengal,
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Emperor followed Emperor in quick snccession, from each of whom
the Nawab had to obtain confirmation of his rank and offiecn Nor
was he unworthy of his high position, for his administration,
though stern and often harsh, was generally just and efficient,
and the land had a much needed peace. An able flnancier,
he rigoronsly out down the publio expenditure, and reduoced
the strength of the Wengal army to 2,000 cavalry and 4,000
infantry. With this small force, whioch was not raised primarily
for military purposes and scarcely deserved the name of an army,
he maintained order and prevented rebellion, Daecits and robhers
were mercilessly hunted down; when a vobbery occowrred, the
Foujdar or zamindar within whose territory it tuok place was
compelled to axrest the robher or recover the property, The
goods, or their equivalent in money, were restored to the person
who had been robbed, and the robber, if caught, was impaled
alive. By these means, write the Muhammadan chroniclers,
travellers journeyed in safety, and every men elopt securely in his
own bouse. ‘“‘Imperial mansabddrs, hearing that Bengal had
been turned into a fertile garden without a thorn, eagerly sought
for offices under bim.”

His greatest financial reform was the preparation of a new
revenue roll based on a survay of the land ond a renssessment
according to the actual area aud produce. The revenue was
exacted to the last cowry, and many are the stories of the ex.
guieile devices of eruelty which he employed to extract arrears from
defaulting zamindars, ‘‘ They were seized and tormented by every
species of cruelty, as by hanging up by the feet, bnstinadoing,
gotting them in the sun in summer, stripping them naked and
sprinkling them frequently with water in winter. He ordered a
pond to be dug, which was filled with everything disgusting, and
the stenoh of which was so offensive as nearly to suffocate whoever
approached it To this shocking place, in contempt of the
Hindus, he gave the name of Baikunth, which in their language
means Paradise; and, after the zamindars had undergone the
ususl punishments, if their rent was not forthecoming, he caused
them to be drawn, by a rope tied under the arms, through this in-
fernal pond. Heis also stated to have compelled them to put on
loose trousers, into which were introduced live cats,” These
drastic methods were effectual in raising the revenue, and he was
able to transmit annually to the Imperial treasury at Delhi a
orore and fifty lakhs of rupees, besides which enormous sums were
retained for his own private fiso and in the coffers of Jugat Seth at
Murshiddbad. The boxes of treasure were laden upon 200 or
more carts drawn by bullocks, uud escorted by 300 eavalry and
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600 infantry, accompanied by one of the sub-treasurers, Together
with the revenue, he sent presents to the Emperor and i
ministers—elephants, horses, antelopes, hawks, shields made of
rhinoceros-hide, sword-blades, Sylhet mats, filagree-work of gold
and silver, wrought ivory, Daeoa musling and Cossimbagar silkg
also a number of European artioles prooured at the royal port ui
Hooghly.

© At the same time, he was impartial in the administration of
justice and rigorously enforced its docrees. He had the kufwa/ of
Hooghly stoned to death for abdnoting & maidin and is even
gaid to have put his own son to death for an offonpa againgt
the laws. According to the ideas of politiel economy then
prevalent, he made eareful provision against famine and strietly
prohibited the exportation of grain. The Faujdar of Hooghly
had express orders to see that no ship, whether European or
other, carried away more grain than was sufficient for the
vietnalling of the crew during the voyage; neither wers any
foreign merchants allowed to have stores of grain. The Indian
merchants were also prevented from establishing monopolies,
If the importation of grain in any area fell short, he sent
officers who broke open the maidjans’ hoards and compelled them
to sell their grain in the markets. Rice was then commonly sold
in Murshidibad at 4 maunds for a rupee.

The greatest blot upon his administration is the bigoted
cruelty with which he treated Hindns, which has led to the
saying that he united the sdministrative abilily of & Hindy
to the fanalicism of a renegade. Ho employed Hindus
in the colleotion of the revenue, and, if any was guilty of
embegzlement, forced him and his family to embrace Islam.
Ag an ontward emblem of indignity, Hindn zamindars and
other wealthy persons were not permitted to ride in paikis,
but had to use the common duli. His preparations for his tomb
afford an unpleasing example of his conduct in this respeot.
“The Nawab,” writes Stewart in his History of Bengal, © being
advanced in years,and finding his health declinevery fast, gave
orders for building his tomb with a mosque and a Lhafra, or
squure with shops. The spot selected was in the Khas Tiluk, on
the enst eide of the city. All the Hindu temples in the neighbour-
hood were pulled down, and their materials used for the new work,
T'he zamindérs and other Hindus would have preserved their
temples at sny price, but no entreaties or bribes could prevail ; not
one was left standing in Murshidabad, or within the distance of
four miles’ journey from the city. In the remote villagesthe houses
of the Hindus were threatened with destruction, upon pretence of
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their being dedicated to religious uses, and were only redesmed
on payment of large sums of money. The servants of Hindus of
all ranks were compelled to work on the new structure, unless
their masters paid for their releass. Dy these moans the buildings
were corapleted in the course of a year, and a ganj (or market-
place where dues were collected) wus annexed to the khafra, in
order that out of the dues the whole might o maintained in
repair.” It isonly fair to add, however, that fho continued
existence of the Hindu shrines at Iiriteswari, 3 miles from the
oity, throws considerable doubt on this story.

Murshid Kuli Khéin chose as his lieir and successor in office
his grandeon, Sarfariz Kbin, and endeavoured to gob his choice
confirmed by the Emperor; but the succession did not follow his
wishes, for his son-in-law Shuja-ud-daula, the father of Sarfariz
Khbin, managed by intrigues at the Imperial court to seoure the

vocant office for himself,
Shuja-ud-dauls, or 8huja-ud-din Khin as he is nlso called,

and was born in the Decoan. There he formed a friendship
with Murshid Kuli Kh&n, who was at that time Diwin of
Haidaribad and married hie only daughter, Jinnatunnissa or
Azimunnisea, The Muhammadau chroniclers are profuse in
their praises of the government of Bhuja-ud-daula. His colleo-
tion of the revennes was not less exnct than thet of his predeces-
gor, but he was free from the reproach of cruelty and religious
bigotry. He commenced his rule by releasing the unhappy
samindérs from the rigorous confinement in which they had long
been languishing, and permitted them to resume the mansgement
of their estates after levying heavy masars from them. By this
stroke of polioy, he raised the revenue to one crore and fifty lakhs
of rupees, which he remitted to Delhi through Jagat Seth, the
imperial banker, Convinced that the military establishment kept
up by Murshid Kuli Khin was inadequate to the security of
the country, he raised the army to 25,000 men, of whom half
were cavalry and half infantry armed with matchlocks,

The quiet that endured duriog his rule, and the accumulated
treasares that he inherited from his father-in-law, supplied him
with the opportunity and the means to embellish the city of
Murshidibéd, The buildings ereoted by Murshid Kuli Khin
being too emall for his lofty ideas, he dismantled them dnd built
a new palace for himself, with an arsenal, audience hall, reception
room, courts and public offices. * Hie favourite residence was at
Dahapira, on the right bank of the Bhagirathi, just opposite
Murshidabad. Here he completed -a superb mosque, which
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had been commenced by one of the officers of Murshid Kuli
Kban, It stood in the midst of a garden of great beauty,
where he refired with his seraglio in the summer. This place
to whioh he gave the name of Farahbagh, or the Garden
of Beauty, had a wide repute for loveliness: *it was a splendid
garden, compared with whioh the pleasances of Késhmir paled
like gardens withering in autumn,” Here he was buried,
in a mausolenm erectod by bimself, atter a peaceful rule of four-
toen years (1725—1749),

Under his rule the province was divided into fomr sub-
provinces, viz.— (1) Bengal proper, comprising West, Central and
port of North DBengal, (2) East Bengal and the remainder of
North Bengal, (3) Bibar and (4) Orissa. The first sub-province
Shujo-ud-daula kept under his direct administration. The
others were placed under Deputy Governors, Alf Vardi Khin
being given Bibar, while Sarfarfiz Khin wae made Diwan of
Bengal. Another administrative innovation was the formation
of an Executive Council, which he consulted in all important
matters. Until his appointment to Bihar the leading epirit on
this Conneil was Ali Vardi Xhin; the other members were the
latter's brother Haji Abmad, Alam Chand, who had been Diwan
in Orissa and enjoyed the title of Rai Raiin, and Jagat Seth the
banker.

During the last few years of his life Bhuja-ud-daula, never a Sarfasi
vigorous ruler and now enfeebled by age, left the administration Kbin,
to his son, Sarfarfiz Khan, The latter succeeded without any 178940
opposition, but was so fearful of attempts by rivals that he would
not venture ocut of the fort even to altend the funeral of his
father. He ruled only a yesr and without distinction, for he
spent most of his time in the harem, where he is said to have had
no less than 1,500 women. *In short, all that could be eaid in
his favour was that he was neither a drunkerd nor an oppressor.”
The administration was lelt in the hands of the Exeoutive Couneil
consisting of the Rai Raidn Alam Chond, Hi&ji Ahmad and
Jagat Seth, the triumvirate, as they were called. They soon
entered into a conspiraey with Ali Vardi Khan to depose Sarfariz
Xhan, and sent agents to Delhi to bribe the ministers of the
Emperor Mubhammad 8h&h, and have the appointment of
Sarfariz Khin set sside and Ali Vardi Kbin installed in his
place. Ali Vardi Ehan gathered round him at Patna a large
body of Afghin troops, aud in the beginning of 1740 felt himself
strong enough to nuborl the baoner of revolt and march sonth-
wards upon Murshidabad., The two armies mefat Giria 22 miles
porth of Mupshidibad, the battle beginning with on attack
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delivered by Ali Vardi Khén before dawn. Barfariz Khin,
holding the Korin in one hand, mounted an elephant, and was
killed by a shot from a mosket while fighting bravely. Ome
of his generals named Ghaus Khan, and Pancho, his Portuguese
commandant of artillery, gallantly maintained the fight, but the
battle ended at nightfall with a complete vietory for Ali Vardi
Khan, Barfariz Khan’s faithful smalaut bronght the body of his
master to Murshidibad, where it was buried at dead of night in
the grounds of his palace at Naktakhali,

Murshidabad was sacked by the victorious troops, and, on the
third day after his victory, Ali Vardi Khan entered the city and
took possession of the mesnad, Out of the acoumulations which
he found in the treasury, he sent large presents to the Emperor
and his courtiers, and was forthwith confirmed in the government
of the three provinces. It appears, however, that he never
remitted the revenues to Delhi, for soon after this date the
Mughal dynasty lost all semblance of real power, He ruled at
Murshidabad for 16 years, during a most troubled period of
Bengal history. The commencement of his reign was disturbed
by outbreaks in Orissa, and these were no sooner quellod, than
the Marathas began their annual invasions, ravaging the entire
country to the west of the Bhafirathi, and even penetrating to
the suburbs of the eity of Murshidabad.

The first concern of Ali Vardi Khan was to reduce Orissa,
where the partizans of the late Nawidb held out under its
Governor Murshid Kuli XKhén, the son-in.law of Shuja-nd-din
Khan, This was eftected without much difficulty, but this remote
proyince was always s centre of disaffection during his entire
reign. In 1741 he was twice called away in person to take the
field in Qvrissa ; and on the second ocoasion, as he was returning
in trinmph to Murshidabad, he was surprised near Burdwéan by
the Marathas. Thisis the first oocasion on which these mounted
marauders appeared in Bengal. The invaders consisted of 40,000
cavalry, and were sent by the Maratha shief of Berar to enforse
his claim to the chauth or one-fourth part of the revenumes, The
small foree that attended the Nawab was utterly unable to cope
with this srmy. It lost all its baggage, and through want of
food was put to the greatest distress. After a threedays’ running
fight, Katwa was reached, where Ali Vardi Khiin was rendered
gpoure from further attack, owing to his command of the water
communication. During the rmainy season of 1741-42 the
Marithas remained in the neighbourhood, plundering far and
wide, but did not dare to cross the Bhagirathi iu any considerable
pumbers, '
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On one occasion, however, instigated by & renegads oalled
Mir Habib, who had held high office under former Nawibs, they
made an atfempt upon the eity of Murshidabid, The following
aocount of thiz raid is piven in the Sair-ul-Mufakharin, * Mir
Habib, who had come a simple pedlar from Iran, his country,
and was so low-bred as to be unable either to write or read, had
now, by dint of merit and services, rendered himself considerable;
he had found mesns to figure as a man fertile in expedients and
a general of much resolution. He went so faras to tell the
Maorathe general that, if money was his object, he would under-
take tofind o great deal of it for him, and that he requested only
the disposal of some thousand cavalry, with which force he
would so far avail himself of Ali Vardi Khén's lying at Katwa as
to advance suddenly to Murshidabid, which is a city withoat
walls, and withoutf any defence, where, by plundering only Jagat
Seth’s* house, he would bring him money enough to satisfy all
bis wishes, This advico having been supported by a strong
reasoning, Mir Hubib was furnished with some thousand pioked
horse, and he departed immediately on his expedition. But
this could not be done so secretly as that the Viceroy should
not have intelligence of it ; and as he knew the ciroumstances of
his capital, and did not trust to the talents of either his brother
or nephew for the defence of it, he determined to advance himself
to ifts relief ; and he set out direotly with much expedition. But
Mir Habib, having already performed thejourney in a single day,
was beforehand with him, and he had already plundered Jagat
Seth’s house, from whence he carried full fwo crores awsy, and
also a quantity of other goods, Some other parts of the city + were
aleo plandered ; and Mir Habib, having advauced as far as his
own lodgings, took away his own brother, Mir Sharif, butf did not
venture farther. For the Viceroy’s palase, and aleo the quarter
where lived his nephew, who was Deputy Governor, and likewise
the quarter of Ata-ullah Khén, a general officer, were filled
with too many troops ‘o be liable to insult; and meanwhile, the
enemy, hearing that the Vieeroy was at hand, instantly departed
from the city. 1t was about the middle of the day, and in the

® Ruymond, the tracalator of the Seir-ul- Mu@kharis, adds the following
footnote : * This was Jagat Seth Alamehiind, the richesi subject of the world,
His house, which even now (1786) containe no less than two thovssnd souls, was
plundered of full two orores two millions and n half stecling (und, what Ls singular,
this wae oll in rupeos struok ot Arcot) ; but #o atoazing o loss which wounld distross
any monarch in Eorope affected him so little that be continved to give Govern.
mink bills of exchange at sight of full one crore ot o timo; and this fack s too
. moterious in Bengal to need any proaf.”
+ The Rigasu-s-Salatin states that Dabupirs wes burut down.

n
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evening, the Viceroy arrived himself, to the universal joy of his
friands, of his whole Court and of all his subjects. . .

“The Viceroy, whose forces had been greatly reduced both
by a campaign of twelve months and by labour, efokness and
famine, concluded that as the rainy season was at hand it would
be too late to think of driving the Maraihés out of his country ;
and that the only part left for him was to content himself with
conserving the city and its territory. He therefore came out and
posted bimself at some distance from it in a suburb called
Aminigenj and Tarakpur, But by this time the rainy weather
had set in ; and the river of Bhigirathi ceasing to be fordable,
Katwa remsined on the other side, and the country on the
Murshidabad side was become safe from the enemy’s incursions.
But, then, the same circumstance afforded them a full opportunity
of extending their ravages all over Burdwin and Midnapore,
pushing their contributions as far as Balasore, and even this port
fell in their hands. Nothing remained to All Vardi Khan but
the city of Murshidabdd and the countries on the other side of
the Ganges. The peaceful inhabitants of this great capital, who,
far from having ever seen such devastations, had not so much as
heard of any such things, and whose city had not so ' munch as the
cover of a wall, became exceedingly fearful for their properties
and families ; and they availed themselves of the rainy season to
cross over to the countries on the other side of the Ganges, such
sp Jahéngirnagnr, Malda and Rampur-Boilia, where most of
them built themselves houses, and where they passed their lives.
Even the Deputy Governor himself, Naw &zish Muhammad Khan,
crossed over with his family, furniture and wealth, and lived at
Godagari, which is one day’s distance from the city, and where
he lsid the foundation of an habitation for himself and family.
Ali Verdi Khin's furniture and effects were likewise sent over ;
from whence, however, the Deputy-Governor returned to the
city, where he continued to live with his uncle Al Vardi
Khanlill-

In October 1742, All Vardi Khan orossed the Bhagirathi hy a
bridge of boats, and defeated the Marathas, who were encamped at
Kitwa, Another raid on the distriot of Murshiddbad followed,
Bhiskar Pant, tho Maratha general, sent a body of srmed
Bairagis towards Dihar, and Ali Vardi Khan hastened to follow
them. The DBairdgis then doubled back and swooped down on
Murshidabad, but Ali Vardi Xhan came upon them while they
were busy looting Baluchar and drove them out.}

» .&l’r—ul-ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ.wm, Vol. I, pages B08—B808,
t Rayasu-s-SalGlin, translation by Abdus Salfm, p. 347,

RS
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From 1742 to 1751, with scarcely o break, All Vardi Khin
was hard pressed both by the Marathas and the Afghans, as well
as by the rebellions of his own generals and relatives. Bihar and
Orisea were the two most wnruly provinees, but it would be tedious
to desoribe the vevolts, battles and massacres of which jthey were
the scene, Bengal peems to have remasined tranquil and loyal
to the Nawab, and it is recorded that, on one occasion, during
the MarAtha wars, the zamindars advanced to him a crore and
a half of rupees. In 1761, All Vardi Khin, now anold man,
woary of the struggle with tho Marsthés, came to terms by which
he ceded the province of Orisea, and, in u,dd.ll'.i_un, agreed to pay
them annually 12 lakhs of rupees as the ofauth of Bengal, The
five years from this date till his death formed the only quist
period of his reign. He died in April 1766 in his eightieth
year, and was buried (according to his express wish, at the foet
of his mother) in the garden of Khushbagh, on the right bank of
the Bhagirathi oppesite Motijhil.

Btewart, in his History of Bengal, quotes a story, from which Eft],["fh’;'
it would appear that All Vardi I(han’s attitude to the English English.
was pacifio, and , that he sought to avoid any conflich with them.
Mustapha Khan, his principal general, endeavonred to prevail
upon him to expel the BEoglish from Caloutts, and seize their
wealth. Receiving no reply to his advice, he urged it again
through the Nawab’s nephews, Nawazish Muhasmmad and Saiyid
Ahmad. Ali Vardi lhio still returned no abswer, but shortly
after eaid in private to the last named: “My child, Mustaphs
Khén is a soldier, and wishes us to be constantly in need of his
sorvice ; but how come you to join in his request P What have
the Englieh done against me that I chould use them illP It is
now diffioult to exbinguish fire on land ; but should the sea be in
flames, who can put it out ? Never listen to such adviee as his,
for the result would probably be fatal.” ¢‘Iun consequence of
these sentiments,” continues Stewart, * the Europeans wera littls
molested during his government, and were permitted to carry on
their commerce according to the temor of the farmdns they had
received from the Emperor on making the usual present.”

The documents quoted in Mr, Long’s Selections from Unpublished
Records shew, however, that on one ocossion at least there was
a serious quarrel between the Nawab and the Hnglish. In 1749,
an Enghah men-of-war ssized some vessels laden with the goods
of various Hooghly merchants, Muhammadan and Armenian, and
also containing things of value belonging to the Nawab. Al
Vardi Khan sent a parwans to the Governor of Fort William,

which coneluded with the following menace: “As you are not
D 2
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permitted to commit piracies, therefore I now write you that, on
receipt of this, you deliver up all the merchants’ goods and effects
to them, as also what appertaing unto me, otherwise you may be
assured a due ohastisement in such manner as you lonst expect.”
The Council first attempted to pacify the Nawdb by the present
of a fine Arab horso, and contemplated measures of retaliation
against the Armenian merchants of Caloutta. It socon appeared,
however, that -Ali Vardi Khiio was in earnest. He stopped the
boats which were bringing down their goods, snd cut off
the supply of provisions at Daoca, veducing *the gentlemen”
of that place to the greatest straits. He surrounded the factory
at Cossimbazar with troops, and fnally compelled the English to
accopt the terms which he dietated. “The Foglish got off after
paying to the Nawib, through the Seths, twelve lakhs of rupees.”
On another oocnsion, All Yardi Khin demanded the estate of a
Musalmin who had died at Caloutta intestate and without
relatives, In 1761, after his claim had been paltered with for
many years, he again threatened to order an attack on the
factory at Cossimbasar. The Couueil forthwith paid over the
value of the estute, and were compelled to add a further sum
on apoount of interest.

Sirdj-ud-daula, or 08 the name is sometimes spelt Surajah
Dowlah, -wes the grandson and spoilt darling of All Vardi
Khan, The old Nawdb had nominated him os his suocessor
geveral years before, and in 1752 or 1754, when Birdj-ud-daula
was only 16 years old, had even placed him on the masnad. The
first act of Birdj-ud-daula, when freed from restraint by the
desth of his grandfather, was to storm the palace at Motijhil, and
to wreet from his aunt, Ghasiti Begam, the treasures which it
contained. They amounted to 61 lakhs in gold and silver, while
the value of the jewels, plate, elephants, etc., was as much more.
These treasures had been acoumulated by her husband, Nawazish
Ehan, Governor at f‘la.nun, who built for himself o stately palace
on the Motijhil lake, which he ornamented with pillara of black
merble bronght from the ruins at Gaur. The young Nawib next
entered on & campaign against the English, whom he was resolved
to drive out of the country. The war began in June 1756 with
the eapture of the residency nt Cossimbazar, after which Biraj-ud-
daula marched upon and took Caloutta, It is unnecessary to
repeat the oft-told story of the Black Hole, or to tell of the
recapture of Caleutta by COlive. Suffice it to ssy that tho war
ended in Februsry 1757, when Birj-ud-daula sigued a treaty by
which he rvestored to the Englieh the goods and villages which he
had seized, promised compensation for all that had been damaged
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or destroyed, recognized all their former privileges, and permitted
them to -establish a mint and erect fortifications. This treaty
having been signed, a defensive alliance was concluded between
the English and the Nawab.

A fuller description is required of the capture of Cossimbazar, Capture of
which is an event of no little interest in the locel history. OF gy
thie there ia a full contemporary acoount in the Hastings MSS.
which was first published hy Mr, Beveridge inan article entitled
Old Places in Murshiddbad, which appeared in the Caloutta Review
in 1892, The paper, which is by an unknown writer, begins with
an account of Birdj-ud-daula’s accession, his ill-treatment of his
aunt Ghasiti Begam, and his quarrel with the English. It
then proceeds as follows—the footnotes are reproduced from
Mr. Beveridge's article :—

“On Monday, 24th May 1756, in the afternoon, Umar Beg,
o Jamadar, with his forces, abouf 3,000 horse, came to Cogsime-
bazar by order of the Nawab. On 25th, 200 horse and some
barkanddses reinforoed him in the morning, and in “the evening
he was joined by iwo elephants and another body of forees,
when he endeavoured to force his way in at the factory gate.
But he was provented by the S8ergeant of the Guard calling the
soldiers to arme, who, fixing their bayonets, kept the gateway.
The Jamaddr, finding he could not get in by surprise, told
them he was not come to fight, The Ohief (Mr. Watts) did
bis utmost to provide a quantity of provisions and water, during
which he met with frequent obstructions. Upon more forees
advancing, orders were given to load all the great gups with
grape and round shot, and to keep a good look-out the whole night.

“27th May~The drums and 8.c'dock gun silenced, and
the gate kept shut, which before was always kept open the
whole day, and upon the enemy's forces daily increasing,
Dr, Forth was sent to the Jamadir to know the Nawéb’s inten-
tions, which, he informed them, were to attack the factory unless
Mr. Watts went to him end eigned such artioles as he required.
The Munshi, or Persian interpreter, brought Mr, Watts the same
intelligence. At this time all provisions and water were entirely
stopped, of ‘which there was a great want, partioularly of the
former, as there were & great number of women, children, slaves
apd unnecessary persons in the factory, our complement of men
consisting of 35 Europeans and as many-black soldiers, with a
fow lasoars, Messrs, William Watits, Collet and DBatson of
Council and Messrs, Sykes, H. Watts and Chambers, writers.
Lieutenant Elliot commanded the artillery, as likewise the
military, having his son under him as a volunteer.
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“As it was apprehended, the Nawib bad no other intent
than which the former Nawiibs had had, viz., to stop the Company’s
business till his demands were complied with, by extorting a sum
of money, letters were addressed him, written in the most sub-
missive terms, to desire fo know in what partioulars the English
had given him offence. But no other reply was sent than that
they must pull down their fortifloations, newly built at Terrin’s *
and the ootagon summer house of Mr. Kelsall (which he had
also taken for a fortification by a parcel of shells having besn
proved there from time to time), both places adjoining and
within a league of OCaleutta, By this time there was near
50,000 men round the factory, and 70 or 80 pieces of cannon
planted against it on the opposite side, the river, but not near
enough to do any exacution.

“1s¢ June,~Radhaballabh t came to speak with Mr. Watts,
and brought with him three Jamadérs, who all advised him to
go to the Nawib himself, and that everything might be very
easily apcommodated. Upon which he was wenk enough to
inform them, that if the Nawib would gend him a Beetle $ as o
token for his safety and security, he would very willingly, and
with pleasure, wait on him. Whereupon Radhaballabh took
leave and went away, and soon after brought him a Beetle on a
silver dish from the Nawidb (at lesst, as he informed him), and
in the ovening (of) 2nd June, Mr. Watts and Dr. Forth went to
the Nawib in compsny with Hakim Beg's son, though the
Military for & long time endeavoured to persuade hima to the
contrary, cay, even refused tolet him go out of the factory.
Upon Mr. Watts going before the Nawab with his hands across,
and & haudkerchief wrapt round his wrists, signifying himself
his slave and prisoner (this he was persuaded to do by Hakim
Beg, Radhaballabh and others, who assured him it might be a
means of pacifying the Nawéb, his appearing before him in
abject submiseive manner), he abused him very much and
ordered him to be taken out of his eight. Bul Hakim Beg’s son
telling the Nawab he wae a good sort of a man end intending,
on hearing of hie arrival from Rajmahsl, to have come and .
embraced his footsteps (Adth ddndh ke sahid ka gadambos karnd),
he ordered him to Hakim Beg's tent, where he signed a Moohalka
and (was) made tosend for Messrs. Collet and Batson for the
same purpose. But on their arrival they were all three confined.

# The tortification ealled Perring’s Poink, and which was situted né what is
now the meuth of the Balingliits, or Cireular Canal, in Chitpur.

t Orme calls him Rai Dulub, He was Lhe Diwiin,

I This is not o searubmos, but u p@n or Bira (Fiper betel),
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The purport of the Mochalka was nearly as follows, vis.,—(1) to
destroy the Redoubt, eto., newly built at Perrin's near Oaloatte ;
(2} to deliver up any of his subjects that should fly to us for
.protection (to evade justice) on his demanding such subjeot ;
(8) to give an acconnt of the dastoks for severnl years past,
and to pay asum of money that should be agreed on, for the
bad nse made of them, to the great prejudice of his revenues;
and (4) to put a stop to the Zaminddr's® extemsive power,
to the great prejudice of his subjects.

“geh June~Mr. Collet wos sent hack to Cossimbazar to
deliver up the factory to the Nawab, which was punctually put
in exeoution, with all the guns, arms and ammunition, notwith-
sbanding the soldiers were against it, and congratulated his return
with the respact due only to a chief by drawing up in two lines
for him to pass through.

“5th June.—Mr. Batson was sent back to Cossimbazar, and
Mr, Collet demanded, when Mr. Watts and he were informed
they must get ready to go with the Nawib to Caleutta, 'This
morning, upon opening the factory gates, the enemy immediately
entered in great numbers and demanded the keys of the godowns,
both public and private. They no sooner teok possession of the
arms and ammunition, but they behaved in & most insolent
manner, threatening the gentlemen to cut off their ears, slit
their noses, chobuck them, with other punishments, in order to
extort confession and compliance from them. This behaviour
of theirs lasted till the 8th, when Lieutenant Elliot, having
seoreted a paiv of pistols, shot himeelf through the head. The
gentlemen’s surprise was so great that they instantly sent and
informed the Diwan of what had passed, thinking by that means
to procure therselves better treatment. Ho was then searching
and examining the soldiers’ boxes and chests in order to return to
them their olothes and apparel. But on hearing this news, he
ordered all the Huropeans out of the factory, and put them
under a strong guard at Mr. Collet's house, wWhere they all
remained that night, except Messrs. Sykes and Bafion who
happily found means to make their escape and get to the Frenoch
factory.

“ The 9¢h.—All the prisoners were sent to Muxadavad
Outoherry and put in irons, where they remained ; exoept (that),
after 15 days’ confinement, Messrs. H. Watts and Chambers wore
permitted to go to either the French or Dutch factories, provided
those gentlemen would give a receipt for them, to be responsille
for their appearance when demanded by the Nawab.

® This must mosn the Zamindir of Calentta, vis, Mr, Holwell,
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“10th July—~The military were set at liberfy, As for
the two gentlemen*® who were sent to the Aurangs from Cossim-
bazar, they were also released about the same time but plunderad,
as those at the factory were, of everytbing they had."

‘'he MB. necount gives the following desoription of the factory
and of the events which led to its capture: * The factory is
gitunted close to the riverside, aud consigls of four baslionst
mounting each ten guns, nine and six poundexs, also two eighteen
pounders to defend the gateway, and a line of 22 guns, mostly
field-pieces, townrds the water side. Bome time before Cossim-
bazar was attacked (but prepavations only making for it),
Mr, Watts aequainted the Governor and Couneil that he was
told from the Darbir, by order of the Nawabh, that he had great
reason to be dissatisfied with the late conduct of the English in
goneral. Besides, he had heard they were builling new fortifica-
tions near Caloutta without ever applying to him or consulting
him about if, which he by no means approved of, for he looked
upon us only as a Sett of Merchants, and thersfore if wo chose to
reside in his dominions under that denomination we were ex-
tremely weloome, but as Prince of the Country he forthwith
ineisted on the demolition of all those new buildings we had
made. The Nawidb at the same time sent, to the President and
Oouncil, Fuokeer Tougar I with a message muoh to the same
parport, which as they did not intend to comply with, luoking
upon it as a most unprecedented demand, treated the messenger
with a great deal of ignominy and turned him ont of their
bounds without any answer at all; upon which g second messen-
ger was sent to Mr. Drake to this effect, that nunless upon receipt
of that oxrder he did not immediately begia and pull down those
fortifications, he would come down himself and throw him in
the river. This messenger was treated as ridioulously as the
other, and an answer sent agreeable thereto, ns likewise by o
messenger that was sent some time befors to demand the delivery
up of Kiesendasseat, In the meantime we received intelligence
that Oossimbazar factory was surrounded with o large body of
forces and s grest quantity of cannon, but the Oouncil were
determined not to submit to the terms proposed, asccordingly
directed the Ohief at Cossimbazar to make the best defence he

conld, and promised him sucoour as soon as the season would
admit of it.”

® poubtless Hastings was ane of thewm. )

t Thure is o rungh plan of the fort in Tiefenthaler, Vol, 1, p. 468, plate XXXI.

¥ Pukbar Tojar (propaly Fakbr.ul-Tajar), the glory of merchants, o titls, I
befieve, of the Armenian merchant Ehwhja Wajid, on account of his salt monopoly,
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In the Hastings MSS. there is another paper by Captain
Grant, acting Adjutant-General, which gives an account of the
defences of Cossimbazar, It runs :—

“The surrender of Cossimbazar on the 4th June by the
Chief’s being decoyed under many specious pretences to visit the
Nawib inthe eamp before that place, and on his being made
prisoner, induced to deliver it up, you must ba informed of ere
now, we having despatched Patamars (couriers) ns soon as we
received the news on the 7th, We may justly impute all our
misfortunes to the loss of that place, as it not only supplied onr
enemies with srtillery and ammunition of all kinds, but flushed
them with hopes of making ns ensy a conquest of our chief
eottlement, nnt near so defensible in its then ocircumstances.
Cossimbazar is an irregular square with solid bastions, each
mounting 10 gune, mostly nine and six lbs., with a saluting
battery on the ourtain to tha riverside of 74 guus, from 2 to 4
lbs., and their earriages, when I left the place in October last in
pretty good order. Besides, eight Cohorn mortars, four and five
inches, with a store of shells and grenades. Their garrison
consisted of 50 military under the command of Lientenant Ellict,
o Sergeant Corporal and 8 Matrossy (siz.) of the artillery and 20
good lusoars. The ramparts are seen by two houses which lay
within 20 yards of the walle ; but as each is commanded by § guns
from the bastions, the enemy could hardly keep possession of them?’,

In the interval between the capture of Caleutta and its pewntan
recapture by Olive, Sirdj-ud-daula found time to orush a rival of Siri-
claimant of the Viceroyalty of Bengal. This was his cousin -
Sbaukat Jang, Nawib of Purnea, whose pretensions had some
solid basie, for he had received from the Grand Vizier of the
Emperor authority to take over the government of Bengal on
condition that he sent the treasures of Birdj-ud-daula to Delhi
and paid three crores of rupees annuelly as revenue. He had
s backing at Murshidibad, where a conspiracy for the overthrow
of Sirdj-ud-daula was set on foot by the discontented courtiers,
headed by Mir Jafar Khén, who had been dismissed from his post
a8 Bakshi or Paymaster-General. The plot proved abortive, for
in a battle fought in the Purnea district on 16th October 1756,
Shaukat Jang was killed and his forces dispersed by Birdj-ud-
daunla. Sirdj-ud-daula had now no rival to fear: in the words
of Safr-ul-Mutakharin—* The rash valour of the young Nawib of
Purnea, in delivering Siraj-ud-daula from the only enemy he had
to fear in the country, made it clear to sll Bengal that the
English were the only power which could bring about the change
that everyone was longing for.”
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Next year a more formidable confederacy was formed,
the parties to which were the Iinglish Council on the one
hand and Mir Jafar Ehan, Jagat Seth, the State banker, and
Radhaballabh (Rai Dulub), the late Diwfin, on the other. They
entered into o compaot to depose Sirdj-ud-danla and sef up in
his stead Mir Jafar, who was to grant the English valuable
privileges and distribute large sums of money among them as
the price of his elovation. The plot at one time seemed in
danger of being exposed by Omichand, one of the intormediaries.
Thizs man had advanced a cloim of 30 lakhs compensation for the
losges he had sustained when Caloutta was taken, and now {hreate
ened to inform tha Nowib of the plot unless it wos sntisfied, Olive
olosed Omichand’s month by means of a machiavellinn trick, He
had two treaties drawn up, one on white paper and the other on
red, The latter gnaranteed Omichand’s claim and was shown to
him. The former, which was the real treaty, contained no such
stipulation and was not shown to Omichand. Admiral Watson,
who had not the easy political conscienco of the other conspirators,
refused to sign the sham treaty, and his signature was forged.

On 16th Jane 1757, Olive advanced against Murshidabid, and
ten days Jater won the battle of Plassey. B8irdj-ud-daula escaped
from the battle and fled back to his palace at Murshidibad, and
thenes to Bhagwangola, when he embarked. Near Rajmahal he
was recognized by a fakir, whose ears and nose he had had cut off
for some real or imaginary offence, This man promptly disclosed
the identity of the refugee to the local Governor, who was a
brother of Mir Jafar, and the latter had him arrested and taken
back to Murshidabdd. There the wretohed captive was assassinat-
od in the house of Mir Jafar by order of his savage son, Miran,
His corpse was placed on an elephant and, after being paraded
past his mother’s house and through the city, was buried in the
oemetery of Ali Vardi Khin at Khushbigh. "Thus miserably
perished Sirdj-ud-daula in his twentieth year of his life, when
he had been on his throne only 15 months.

Ox 20th June 1757, six days after the battle of Plassey,
Olive. entered the city of Murshidabad, escorted by a guard of
200 Earopeans and 300 Sepoys, and took possession of the palace

and garden of Murddbagh, which had been allotted as his

residence. On the same day he visited the Nawab’s palace at
Mangurgan] and in the hell of audience took Mir Jafar by the
band, led him to the empty #asnad of Birdj-ud-daunls and seated
him thereon. He then presented him with a salver of gold
mo/urs, and congratulated him on his accession to the government
of Bengal, Bihar and Orisea.
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After lhis came the division of the spoils of victory. A
meeting was held at Jagat Seth’s house, at which Omichand was
told that the red treaty was a sham and that he was to get no-
thing. The other conspirators received enormous sums, bat, large
as they were, they were small in comparison with the umounts
demanded as compensation for the losses sustained by the
Oompany and the inhabitants of Caloutts, and aslargess for the
nrmy and naval squadron, The treasury, which contsined 14
crores, was unequal to the drain upon it, and the English had to
bo content with the payment of half the stipulated sums and
o promise of the remainder in three annual instalments. Mir
Jafar thus commenced his rule with an empty exchequer, and
he had not the vigour of charecter necessary to replenish it.
Preferring the pleasures of the zendns to the cares of govern-
ment, he merely sought to maintain himself by a policy of
subserviency, which earned for him the sobriguet of Clive’s
jackaes.” The ordinary administration and the colleotion of
the reveuue remained in & disorganized state. Not omly did
he fail to pay off the arrears due to the English, but allowed
the troops to go unpaid. In 1761 they broke out inte mutiny
and besieged the Nawdb in his palace st Murmshidabad, The
English, tired of his incompetency, promptly ordered him (o
Caloutta snd set up his son-in.law, Mir Kasim AT Khan, in
his stead.

Mir Kaeim (Meer Cossim), who had won his way to the Mir
throne by means of intrigues at Culeutts, distributed 20 lakhs E;ﬁmda
among the members of Council as the price of his' elevation,
and also assigned the Company the revenues of the districts of
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong. One of his first measures
was to remove the seat of government from Murshidibad to
Monghyr, where he commanded the line of communieation
with the north-west. ** Leaving his unole, Mir Turdb Ali Kban,
as Deputy Nazim at Murshidabad, Mir Kasim took with him
all his effects, his elephants, horses and treasures, comprising
cash and jewelleries of the harem, and even the gold and silver
decorations of the Imambéra, amounting to several lakhs in
value, and bade farewell to the country of Bengal” At
Monghyr he remodelled his army on European lines and began
to intrigue with the Nawdb of Oudh. He also took sleps to
introdunee order and system in the administration, and effected
guch reforms in the financial department, that within eighteen
months he discharged the whole of his pecuniary obligations to
the English, and satisfied both his own and his predecessor’s

troope.
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From the firet he seems to have resolved to establish his inde-
pendence, and to reduce the English to the position which they
ocoupied in the days of Ali Vardi Khan. The rupture with
the Fnglish was not long delayed, but its immediate cause
may be distinotly traced to the rapacity of the Compeny's
sorvants, They laid claim to an absolute freedom from tramsit
duties in oll depsriments of their trade, not only for the
operations of the Company, but aleo for the speculations of each
individual. These protensivns conld not be resisted, and the state
of affairs that resulted is thus described by Mr, Verclst, who was
himself in Bengal at the time (Fisw of Bengal, pp. 8 and 46) t—
“At this time many black merchants found it expedient to
purchase the name of any young writer in the Company’s service
by losns of money, and under this eanction harassed and oppress-
ad the patives. . . . A trade was carried on without payment of
duties, in the proseoution of which infinite oppressions were com-*
mitted. Buglish agents or gumdsiias, not content with injuring
the people, trampled on the authority of Government, binding and
punighing the Nawab’s officers whenever they presumed to inter-
fers, This was the immedinte cavse of the war with Mir Kasim.”

Mr. Vausittart was at this time’ Governor of Fort William,
and it should be recorded in his honour that he opposed the
gysterm which permitted these abuses. He found, however, only
a single supporler in the Council, the greut Warren Hastings.
The latter was so out-spoken in his protests against the system
by which the people were being oppressed, that he was subjected
to insult by his brother-conncillors, He was charged, together
with the Governor, in a minute delivered by Mr. Bateon,
“ with anting the part rather of a retained solicitor of the Nawab
than of a servant of the Company or a British subject” An
nltercation ensued. Mr, Batson gave him the lie, and struck
him in the presence of the Board. Within less than & month, war
was declared against the Nawab by the majority of the Council,
while both the Governor and Warren Hastings stood neutral.
But the news of the expulsion of the English from Patna arrived
at this time, and Woarren Haslinga recorded his altered views
in the following minute :—* It was my resolution, as eoon as a
war should be declared, to resign the Company’s servios, being
unwilling to join in giving authority to past measures of whioh I
disapproved - . . . DBut since our late melancholy advices,
it is my intention to join my endeavours for the good of the
gervice as long as the war ghall last,”

The immediate cause of hostilities was as follows, Mir Kasim,
after much negotiation, had agreed to a convention, which was
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also nocepted by Mr. Vansittart, the Governor, that a duty of
only 9 per cent. should be paid by Englishmen, whioch was
much below the rate exnoted from other traders. This con-
vention, however, was repudiated by the Council at Oaleutta.
The Nawib, in retaliation, resolved to abandon nll duties what-
ever on the transit of goods, and to throw open the trade of
the ocouniry., This resolution was even more disagreeable to
the Company’s servants than the convention. A. deputation,
consisting of Mr. Hay and Mr, Amyait, wns despatched to
Monghyr, but the negotiations wore infroetuous. The Nowab
guized some boats laden with arms for the Patna foctory as they
were passing up the Ganges under the walls of Monghyr.
Mz. Ellis surprised aod took the city of Patna ; and Mr. Amyatt,
who was on his return to Ualeutta by river, was attacked by the
people of the Nuwab and massaored with all his attendants, The
soene of this tragedy was the beautiful reach of the Bhégirathi
between Murshidabad and Cossimbazar, which also is the mise-en-
goene of Chandra Sekhar, the well-known novel of Eankim
(Ohandra Chatterji.

The war opened favourably {or the Nawab. The Lnglish at
Paton were attacked while scattered through the town, over-
powered, and taken prisoners. 'The whole of Bengal as far
south 08 the present distriot of Nadia was ocoupied by his levies,
The Cossimbazar factory was taken by storm, end the survivors
sent to Monghyr to join the English prisoners from Patna, The
successes of the Nawdb ended as soon as the Evglish could put
their foroes in the fleld. A small army under Major Adams’
recovered possession of Murshidabid, carrying the enemy’s lines
at Motijhil, and then encountered the main body of the Nawib's
forces at Giria near Suti, Though Moejor Adams had only
3,000 men under him, and the enemy numbered 20,000 horse
and 8,000 foot, drilled and equipped in European farhion, he
boldly attacked them and, after an obstinate fight of four hoars,
completaly defeated them. He obtained a second viotory at
Udhua Nullah, after which the Nawab retired to FPatua, where
hs bad his English prisoners massacred, Patnn was taken by
the English in November l?ﬁﬂ. and Mir Kasim took refuge with
the Nawib of Oudh. His hopes of restoration were fnally
chattered by the battle of Buxar, and he died, in indigence and
obscurity, in 1777 ; the cost of his funeral is said to have been
defrayed hy the sale of two shawls, which formed his scle property.

On the first outbreak of hostilities, the English had resolved The emd
to depose Mir Kasim, and to place & more oomplaisant Nawdb of Mughal
on the masnad, Negotiations were scoordingly opemed with ™
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Mir Jafar, who was residing for the sake of safety at Ualoutta,
He was willing to consent to every demand made upon him,
and was nocordingly reinstalled at Murshidébad in July 1763,
The price of this mew revolution amounted, to more than
£1,700,000; and, in addition, the Company’s servants gained
fheir main object, the exemption of their own goods from all
duties snd the reimposition of the old charges upon all traders
but themselves., Mir Jafar gained but little by his abject
submissiveness, exoept the transmission of the title to his family.
He was already broken by age and disense, and died in January
1765, leaving a legacy of five lakhs to Olive, whom he oalled
the “hght of his eyes:” with this sum Olive started a fund for
officers and soldiers invalided in the service of the Hast India
Company.

Nazim-ud-danls, the eldest surviving son of Mir Jafar, was
chosen by the English to succeed his father, He was about
20 years of age at this time, and died within three years; but
his short rule witaessed one more of the steps by which the
Muhammadan power was gradually superseded. In May 1765,
Lord Clive arrived at Caloutta with full power ag Uommander-
in-Chief, President, and Governor in Bengal. Within two
months after landing he prooeeded to Murshidabdd, and there
effeoted n settlement of the relations between the Nawidb and
the Company. The Nawib was required to resign the manage-
ment of the revenucs and the command of his froops—in short,
to make over the subdhdiri to the Company. An annoal sum of
sikka Rs, 63,86,131 was allowed fo him for the expenses of his
oourt snd the administration of justice. He was further
required to submit to the control of a board of advisers in all
his affairsa, This board was composed of Raji Dulabh Ram,
Jagat Beth, and Mubammad Reza Khiin; and, in addition, an
officer of the Company was always to reside ut Murshidabad
and exercise a general superintendence as Resident at the Darbar.
The character of the young prince may be realized from the
joy with which he accepted these proposals, “Thank God,” he .
exclaimed, * I shall pow have as many dencing girls as I like,*”

Lord Olive next proceeded to the English camp in the
north-west, and thers, on 12th August 1765, received in person

# The rent-roll, whielr be abandoned with a light heart, is ostimated in Grant's
Analysis of the Finances of Bengal at Rs, 2,60,24,228. To this total, which was
the revenue of Bengal proper slone, there must be ndded G6 lakhs procecding from
Bihir, and 11 lokhe more as the annual revenoe of Midnapore, which was then
the only portion of Orissa which recognised Mubammadan suthority. The total
offective income of Bengal with ita dependencies in 1766 was about thres crores
and 82 lakhs of rikka rupees, or nearly 8§ millions sterling.
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from thoe Emperor, 8hah Alam, the grant of the Diwdni or
financial administration of Bengal, Bihar and Oriesa. Thus
was instituted the dual system of government by which the
English, ss Diwin, received the revenues and undertook to
maintain the army, while the Nawib, ss Nésim, remained
vested with the criminal jurisdiction: the acfual colleotion of
the revenues, however, etill remained for seven more years in
the hands of Indian officials,

In the following year Lord Clive took his seat as Diwin at
Motijhil and in concert with the Nawib, who sat as Nizsim,
opened the punya or ceremony of commencing the anuual
collections of revenue, in full Darbir. On 8th May 1766, a
few days after this ceremony, Nazim-ud-daula died suddenly,
and was sucoeeded by Saif-ud-dauls, his brother, a youth of
sixteen. By the treaty with the Company which placed
him on the masned, bis apnual ©stipend ™ wos fxed at sfkka
Rs. 41,86,131. He died of emall-pox in 1769, the year
of the great famine, and Mubarak-ud-deula, another son of
Mir Jafar, a child of a few years of age, was appointed
MNawhb. On his accession, the Governor and Council of Fort
Willism egreed to pay him an anoual “stipend” of sikka
Re. 81,81,891, but in 1771 the Qourt of Directors, under the
pressure of pecuniary embarrassments, availing themselves of the
plea of his childbood, ordered it to be reduced to sixteen lakhs
of rupees, at which snm it stood until 1882,

The Court of Directors in England had now resolved on a
new poliay, to which the infancy of the Nawdb readily lent itself,
They determined to “etund forth as Diwan, and by the agency
of the Company’s servants to take upon themselves the entire
care and management of the revenues.” This resolution was
formed in 1771, and Warren Hastings, the first Governor-General
of Bengal, was to carry it into effect. On 13th April 1772, he
arrived in Caloutta, and before that month was out, the great
reform had been effected. Muhammad Heza Khién, the Naib
Diwan at Murshiddbad, and Raji Shitdb Rai, who filled the
same office at Patna, were both suddenly arrested and brought
down as prisoners to Caloutta. Their offices were abolished,
and the Council, with Hastings- at its head, was constitufed a
Board of Revenue, assisted by an Indian fanctionary who was
termed Rai Rayin., The exchequer and tressury were removed
to Caloutta and also the Nizimat BSadar Adilat, or Supremae
Oriminal Court, over which the Fresident and Council assumed
control, But it was soon found that this additional duty
involved too great a respomsibility, and in October 1775 the
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Court of Nizamat Adalat was moved back to Murshidabad,
and again placed under the control of Muhammad Resa Ebén
as Naib Nazim, There wns yet ome more stép to be taken.
Lord Cornwallis, in 1790, announced that he had *resolved to
accept the superintendence of the administration of oriminal
justica throughout the provinces” The Nizimat Addlat wes a
second time transferred from Murshidahad to Caleutta, to consist
of the Governor-Geveral and members of the Supreme Couneil
agsipted by the chief Iudian law officers, and (in 1793) four
Courts of Oirenit, each superintended by a covenanted servant
of the Company, were established for the trial of cases not
punishable by the Magistrates,

The opoly funotion of anmmunt that remained to the
Muhsmmadans was thus transferred directly into Hoglish hands,
The city of Murshidabdd cessed to bear the semblance of
a capital ; and the Nawab lost the last shadow of his anthority.
From this dato the words of Lord Macaulay become strictly
applicable. # The heir of Mir Jafor still resides at Murshida-
bad, the ancient capital of his house, still bears the title of
Nawib, is still accosted by the Hnglish as ¢ Your Highness,’
and is etill suffered to retain a portion of the regal state whioch
enrrounded his ancestors, A pension is snnually paid to him
by the Government . . . . Duthe has not the smallest
share of political power, and is in fact ouly & noble and wealthy
subject.”

For some time after the acquisition of the Diwdni by the
Fast India Company, the direct revenue administration remained
in the bands of the Musalmén officials, but a Resident was
stationed at Murshidabad to Le present at the Darbar of the
Nawdh and to control the finances, In 1769 English officers,
called Supervisors, were appointed by Mr Verelst with powers of
superintending the officers actually engaged iu collecting the
ravenue. The supreme revenue authority was the Select Com-
mittee, which corresponded direotly with the Bupervisors, but in
the districts of Bengal proper the Resident at the Darbar, who
at this time was Mr. Richard Becher, exercised a good deal of
anthority over them and appears to have referred little to Oaloutta.
Towards the end of the year 1770 two new bodies oalled
Comaptrolling Councils of Revenue were set np at Murshidabad
and Patoa with superior authority over the Bupervisors. That
at Murshiddbad congisted of Richard Becher, who was Chief, and
three other members, viz., John lieed, James Laurell and John
Grahem, Mubammad Heza Khan, the Naibi Diwén, also attend-
ed the meetings regularly. Becher being ill at Balasore when
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the Comptrolling Council wns constituted, Mr. Reed presided
over the first meeting, which was held on 27th S8eptember 1770,
Becher arrived at Murshidabad on 12th November and three daya
later presided over the Council for the first time, buf retired
from the post on 24th December 1770. The Comptrolling Couneil
which was in fact an intermediate revenue authority, continued to
exercise power for two years, subject to the comtrol of the Select
Oommittes until April 1771, and then of the Comptrolling Com-
mittes of Revenue, which was now appointed with supreme
authority in revenue matters. It met for the last time in
September 1772. On 10th October 1772 the Comptrolling Com-
mittee was superseded by the Revenue Board, which, under the
recommendation of the Committee of Oironit at Murshidabad,
was to consist of the whole Council at Caleutta,

In 1772, soon after Warren Hastings first took his sest as

President of Coundil, it was decided to appoint a committes, Cirenit,

of which he was to be President, ® to make o settlement in certain
distriots of the Bengel Boubadary.” The Committee of Cirouit
started in June 1772, as appears from a letter of Warren Hastings
(quoted in (Hleig’s Memoirs of Warren Haslings, Volume I,
page 260), in whioh he says: * On the 3rd June I set out with
the Committes. We made the first visit to Kissennagor, the
capital of Nadia, and formed the settlement of that distriet,
farming it in divisions for five years. We progeeded next to
the city, where we arrived till the last of the month,” The
Committes, which first sat at Xrishnagar on the 10th of Juue,
consisted of Warren Hastings as President and Philip Milner
Dacres, James Lourell and John Graham, Samuel Middleton,
who wae one of the members, oould not attend, as he was busy in
“ the oity," i.e, Murshidsbad, getting together the necessary
papers for the settlement of the *“Huzoor Zillahs” The district
of Nadia having been duly settled, the Committee wenbt on to
Qossimbasgar, where they were joined by Mr. Middleton, The
firat meeting of the Committee at Cossimbazar, of which there is
a record, was held on Vth July, and the last on 17th September
1772, 'Warren Hastings left the Committes on the 14th Seplem-
ber to proceed to OCeloutta, while Bamuel Middleton remsined
behind to take up his new appointments as Resident at the
Darbar, Collector of Rajshihi, snd Chief of Cossimbazar; and the
cirouit was continued by Messrs, Dacres, Laurell and Graham,
During the time the Committee sat at Murshidabad it resolved on
many important measures, the exeoution of which changed the
em of revenue administration.

Between 1772, when the Comptrolling Couneil of Revenue The
at Murshidabad was dissolved, and 1774, when the Provincial Besident.

e -«‘%ﬁ



Appoint-
mﬁt of
Oolleotors,

50 MURSHIDABAD,

Council of Revenue at Murshidabdd was constituted, the Resident
at the Darbr (S8amuel Middleton) had charge of the collections of
the districts which had already been controlled from Murshidabad
and ocoupied a position that was practically that of & Commissioner,
ps all the Collectors of the distriots concerned ( * Chunacolly,
Luskerpore, Ruckenpore, Rajmahal, Purnes, Dinajpore, Jahan-
girpore”) corresponded through him with headquarters, The
Resident continued to exercise these powers till December 1773,
and it was not till obruary 1775, when Xdward Baber, the
then Resident at the Darbar, became Ohief of the Provineial
Council of Revenue, that the Resident became solely a Tolitical
Agent.

: In 1772 it was decided that the English Bupervisors should
be designated Collectors, and an Indian officer, with the title of
Diwén, was attached to each for the joint control of the reve-
nues. MNest year, it having been resolved thatthe Oollectors should
be withdrawn from their districts and replaced by Indian amils,
a new system of control was formulated. In Bengal it was
decided to establish—({l) A Oommittee of Revenue at the
Presidency, consisting of two members of COouncil and three
other senior officers, for conducting the ourrent business of the
oollections of the metropolitan districts with the Ray Rayén as
Diwin, (2) Councils of Revenue, consigting of a Chief and four
genior officers with an Indian Diwin, at Burdwén, Murshidabad,
Dinajpore and Dacca. The Murshiddbdd Provineial Council of
Revenue was to deal with the following distriets : © Radehahy
East and West divisions, Rackenpore, Chunacolly, Lugkerpore,
Jahanguirpore, Khas Talooks, Rajmahal and Boglipore including
the annexations lately made to the latter from Monghyr,
Carrickpore, Juvgletery, and districts under the management of
Mr. Brooke.™®

The Provincial Councils, which started work in 1774, were
abolished in 1781, when their functions were transferred to a
new Committee of Revenue at Onleutta, and Collectorships were
reinstituted, the President of each of the Provincial Courecils offi-
ciating as Colleotor under the Committee’s control. The designa-
tion of the Committee of Revenue was changed to Board of
Bevenue in 1786, and at the sume time the Collector was
vested with the powers of Civil Judge and Magistrate. In
the city of Murshidabad, however, separate arrangements were
made, there being a District Court, superintended by & Judge and
Magistrate, for the adminisiration of justice within its limits.

# 1 am indebted for the information contained in the obove mcccunt of cnrly
British administration to n report on the Records of Bengal by My, A. P. Mud.
diman, 0.I.Ha
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At this time the zamindaris of Birbhiim and Bishnupur (now
in the distrigts of Birbhiim snd Baukura) were included in the
jurisdiotion of the Collector of Murshidib&d. They formed the
most difficnlt part of his charge, for the land had suffered
grievonsly from the great famine of 1770, and distress and desti-
tution drove the people fo acts of lawlessness and violence, in
which disbanded soldiers lent willing and expert assistance.
Armed bands roved through the country, and in May 1785 the
Oollector was foresd to report that the civil authorities were
“destitute of any force capable of making hend agsinst such an
armed multitude,” He therefore asked for troops to act against
the banditti, who were gathered in bands four hundred stromg.
Next month their number had risen to * near a thousand people,”
and they were preparing for an organised raid on the low-
lands, The sfate of affairs was even worse next year, for
the marauders had established permanent oamps and even infer-
oopted the revenue on its way to the treasury. It was clear
that the system under which two such distant tracts as Birbhim
and Bishnupur were administered from Murshidibad eould
continue no longer, and that they required a responsible officer
who could deal with them on the spot. Aeccordingly, in Novems-
ber 1786, Mr. Folay was sent to Birbhiim and Mr. Pye to
Bishnupur, and in 1787 the two were united in one district,
Mr. Pye being * confirmed Oollector of Bishenpore in addition to
Beerbhoom heretofore superintendad by G. B. Foley, Esq.”*

The firet organized outbreak of the sepoys in the Mutiny of sownr ov
1857 took place ot Berhampore, which at the time was cantoned 1867
by the 19th Regiment of Native Infautry,s corps of irregular
cavalry, and two 6-pounder guns manned by native gunners.
The following sccount of the outbreak is quoted from Forrest’s
History of the Indian Muiiny :—*The rumours regerding the
greased oortridge did not take long in reaching Berhampore.
Xarly in February, a Brihman pay-havildir, a man of good
character, said to Colonel Mitchell, commanding the 19th Regi-
ment Native Infantry: ¢ What is this etory everybody is talkiog
about, that Goverument intends making the native army use cows’
and pigs’ fat with the ammaunition for their new rifles?’ Colonel
Mitcbell asked him if he believed there was any truth in the
report ; he replied he could not believe it. On the 24th of Feb-
roary, & small detachment of the 34th Native Infantry reached
the station, and they were anxiously questioned by the men of
~ the 19th as to the truth of the story regarding the gremsed
cartridges, 'What they heard re-awakened their fears, Next
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doy, when Colonel Mitchell ordered & parade for exercise
with blank ammunition for the following morning, the men
refused to receive the percussion caps served out to them
in the evening, saying * there was a doubt how the cnrtridges
were prepered.,’ TUpon receipt of this intelligence, Colonel
Mitohell went down with the Adjutant to the lines, and
called up all the native commissioned officers in front of the
quarter-guard, and explaived to them that the cartridges about
to be served out in the morning were the cartridges made up by
the 7th Regiment Native Infantry upwards of u year ago, and
that they bad better tell the men of their companies that fhose
who refused to obey the orders of their officers were linble to the
severest punishment, Two of the native officers afterwards swore
that he said that they must take the cartridges, otherwise they
would be sent to Burma or China where they would die; but the
statement was contradicted by their eommanding officer. Colonel
Mitehell, after ordering a morning parade of all the troops,
returned home, About ten or eleven at night, as he was falling
asleep, he heard the sound of drums and shoats proceeding from
the lines. ‘I dreesed immediately, went over to my Adjutant's
quarters, and directed him to assemble all the officers at my quar-
ters quietly. I then went to Captain Alexander, and directed
him to bring bis cavalry as soon as possible into cantonments,
and to beready at some distance on the right of our lines, I then
went to the artillery lines and got the detachment of artillery,
guns and smmunition ready for immediste action. I must
explain that by the time I gotto the Adjutant’s quarters, the
drill-havildar of the regiment was making his way to the
Adjutant’s quarters, I acked what was the disturbance in the
lines ; he said the regiment had broken open the bells-of-nrms,
and had foraibly taken possession of their arms and ammunition,
and that they had loaded their muskets, Assoon as I got the
‘oavalry and artillery ready, I marched down with the officers of
the regiments to the lines. I found the men in undress formed
in line and shouting. Some voices among them oalled on ‘Do
not come on, the men will fire.’

“Qolovel Mitchell then loaded the guns with grape, and,
leaving them in range, dismounted some of the troopers, and
marched down onthe men. He sounded the officers’ eall, on
which & number of native officers and sepoys surrounded him.
He demanded the meaning of the disturbance. The native
officers made all kinds of excuses, begging that he would not
be violent with the men. He then addressed them, and pointed
out the absurdity of their fears and the gravity of their offence.
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‘I told the officers they must immediately call upon the men to
lay down their arms ; the native officers told me the men would
not do 8o in the presence of the guns and eavalry, but if I would
withdraw them, they would go quietly to their lines. ‘This was
about thres in the morning. I ordered a parade at sunrise,
and retired, sending the cavalry to their linves and the guns to
the magazine,” The mnext morning the regiment fell in for
purade without a sympton of insubordination. After inspection,
Oolonel Mitchell had the Articles of War read to the men,
saluted the colours, and dismissed them.

“The action of Colonel Mitehell was severely oriticised at the
time. It has been urged that he should have made no concession
to the demand of sepoys with arms in their bands and in
open mutiny. Colonel Mitohell, however, in his defence before
the court of inquiry held to investigate his conduct, maintained
that he made no compromise with the men, and that before
he ordered the guns and cavalry off, the native officers declared
to him that some of the companies had lodged their arms, and
that the rest were doing eo. The Governor-General, in his minute
referring to the proceedings of the court, remarked : It is
no doubt true that there was mo arranged bargain between
Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell and his men; but whereas it was
hig duty to listen to no proposals, and to accept no assurances,
until he had satisfled himself, through his European officers,
that every musket in the ranks was laid down, he did yield to
representations made on behalf of a regiment in mutiny, with
arme in its hands, and he did so im order to obtain from them
that which he ought to have exacted as an act of obedience.
It ie impossible not to view the mode in which Lientenant-
Colonel Mitchell withdrew the coercing force as a triumph t6 the
mutinous sepoys.” It must, however, be korne in mind that
Colonel Mitchell had only 200 men to coerce 800 sepoys, and, ss
he told the court of inquiry, he was uncertain ‘whether, if it
came to a fight, we were able to coerce the men of the 19th Native
Infantry, and that I was in conssquence exceedingly desirous of
avoiding & collision’ The subsequent career of the native
eavalry and artillery renders it probable that had Colonel Mitchell
resorted to force, the men would have joined the revolted regiment,
and therefore the course he adopted may be regarded as prudent.
But the Indian Empire was won by rash and daring deeds,”

After thiz brief emewfe, the eepoys remained quiet and
ocontinued to discharge their duties without any  insubordination.
So far indeed from attempting to break out again, they submitted
a petition to the Governor-General offering to proceed to China
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or to serve anywhere on land or sea, if they were pardoned.
Their previous insubordination conld not, however, be overlooked,
and, as a punishment, they were marched down to Barrackpore
and fhere disbanded om 8lst March, No further trouble was
experienced in the cantonment or in the town of Murshiddbad,
though some seditious placards were posted up in the latter,
until 23rd June, when o panic broke out owing to a rumour that
the 63rd Native Infantry and the 11th Irregular Oavalry, which
were cantoned there, had mutinied. Quiet was soon restored,
and further confidence was given to the people by the despatch
to Berhampore of detachments of two European regiments (Her
Majesty's 84th and 25th), of whom part were sent by steamer
to Alatoli (Bhagwingola) on the right bank of the Ganges, and
thence conveyed by elephants and carringes rapidly and seoretly
to their destination, The remainder were sent up in brake-vans
with four horses each, and, notwithstanding the difficulty of
rapid travelling during the rainy season, arrived speedily and
unexpectedly at Barhampore. At the end of December there was
again some suspicion of the loyalty of the sepoys at Berhampore,
and a body of 100 European sailors was therefore sent up as a
precautionary measure ; but these fears proved gronndless, In his
final minute on the Mutiny the Lieutenant-Governor, 8ir F. J,
Halliday, summarized the position as follows :—* Berhampore,
garrisoned by native troops, both cavalry and infantry, was resoued
from threatened danger, first by the rapid despatch of European
troops by land and by steamer, and secondly by the prompt and
well-coneeived measures for disarming the native garrison,”

It has already been mentioned that the zamindaris of B hiim
and Bishnupur, which now form a large part of the present
distriots of Birbhiim and Bénkura, were included in Murshi-
diabad, but were formed into an independent district in 1787,
Other considerable changes appear to have taken place at the
same time, In 1786, Mr. Dawson, then Chief of Murs idabad,
declared that his jurisdiction was become “so changed from what
it formerly was, that had I all the plans that at various times
have been made thereof before me, it would be difficnlt to point
out with any degree of ncouracy my mutilated Ohiefship, so
intersected’it is and interspersed.’”” The former pre-eminence of
Murshidabad came to be so far forgotten, that in 1806 it ssems
to have been proposed to do away with it altogether as a separate
Collectorate. The office of Judge and Magistrate of the distriot
of Murshidabid was for the time abolished, but in the end *it
was deemed inadvisable to transfer the colleotions of Murshidabad
to the charge of the Uollector of Birbhiim.” The result of these
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many ohanges was to cause discrepancies between the areas
comprised under the revenue and the oriminal jurisdiotion, The
revenue ares depended upon the old parganas or fiseal divi-
sions, which continued to pay their revenue into the treasury of
the distriot to which they were attached, however subdivided and
soattered they might have become, The area of fhe criminal
jurisdiction was determined simply by motives of administrative
convenience snd the necessity of more effectually suppressing
of orime in remote parts of the distriet.

The diffienlties cuused by these snomalies of jurisdiction long
continued, chiefly on the southern and western frontiers of the
distriot, The Revenue Burveyor in 1857 stated that ke had
found in Murshidabad lands belonging fo estates that paid
revenue to the Colleotorates of Dacca and the 24-Parganas., In
1870 it was reported:—*“ The bonndary line to the west is
most confused, lands belonging to one distriet being frequently
found within the boundary of another, In fact, boundary-line on
this side there is none. The question whether a particular village
belongs to Murshidabdd or to Birbhiim has often to be decided
by a reference to the survey records,” At the same period, there
were no less than 18 parganas which wers altogether beyond the
civil and magisterial jurisdiction of Murshidabad, but in which
most of the villages were subject fo the fiscal aunthority of its
revenue officials.

In the year 1872 imporfant rectifications of the boundary
were effected between Murshiddbad and Birbhim, and the old
sources of perplexity were in large part removed. By a notifica-
- tion of Government, dated 11th February 1875, and published
in the Caloutta Gaszefte of the 24th of that month, the north-
enstern, enstern, and south-eastern boundaries were fixed by the
flowing streams of the Ganges or Padma and the Jalangi; and
guch villages of the distriet of Maélda as lay to the right bank of
the former river were transferred to Murshidabad. The bounda.
" ries on the south were also simplified. A very extensive change
was also effected on the west, where thirty-nine villages were
transferred to Murshidabad from Birbhiim, and seven villages
from the Bonthal Parganas, Laterin the same year, by a notifica-
tion dated 30th October, which was published in the Calewiis
Gasette of 10th November, further changes were made on the
western frontier, no less than 170 villages being transfarred from
Murshidabad to Birbhiim. The last extensive change of jurisdic-
tion took place in 1879, when thana Barwan, with an area of
108 square miles, was transferred to Murshidabad from Birbhiim,
while thinas Rampur Hat and Nalhéati (including the present
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thana of Murarai), which formed part of the Lalbagh subdivision
of Murshidabad, were added to Birbhiim.,

This chapter may be concluded by a brief sccount of the
Nawdbs subsequent to Mubarak-ud-daola, to whioh will be added
s sketch of the history of the Beths of Murshidibad, who
played an important part in the history of that eity.

Mubarak-ud-danla was succeeded in 1793 by his eldest com,
Bibar Jang, who died in 1802, Viscount Valentia, who visited
Murshidabad in 1802 and had an interview with Mani Begam,
the widow of Mir Jafar, as well as with the Nawib, has left an
interesting account of the latter in his Poyages and Travels by the
Ganges, He describes the palanyuin of the Nawib as being
all of cloth of gold, with pancls of glass, and doors of the same
material, and states that the magnificent jewels which the
Nawéb was wearing at the time of his visit had been taken out
of pawn for the occasion, and that the oreditors were waiting
downstairs to get them back ogain on his departure, There is
little of interest to record regarding the next three Nawdbs, viz.,
Ali Jah (1810—21), Wila Jih (1821—24) and Humdyun Jah
(1824 —38), The present palave at Murshidabad was built during
the time of Humayun Jih, who purchased from the East India
Company the old court houses at Fendalbagh and mnvartad the
grounds into a garden,

The last of the family who enjoyed the title of Nuwnh Nisim
of Bengal was Feredun Jih (or Saiyid Mansur Ali Ehén), who
gnoceeded his father Huméyun Jah in 1848, when he was
nine years of age. At that time the Nawab’s stipend stood
at the old figure of 16 lakhs, of which 74 lakhs were allotted
for his personal expenditure : from the remsinder were paid the
stipends of collateral branches of the family, and the balance
constituted a deposit fond. ‘This stipend was subsequently
reduced, and cerlain privileges enjoyed by former Nawibs were
sbrogated. He was refused control over the Nizdmat deposit
fund, and his exemption from personsl appearance in the civil
courts ‘was cancelled. His salute of 19 guns was moreover
reduced to 18 guns, but was restored to the old number after
the Mutiny in recogmition of the services which he remdered
by throwing the weight of his influence into the scales on the
gide of place and order. “I must,” wrote Sir Frederick Halliday,
Lisutenant-Governor of Beogal, in his final minute on the
Mutiny, “do the Nawib the justice to say that he has throughout
conduoted himself with the utmost loyalty, giving all the assist-
ance in his power, and always showing himeelf ready to antioipate
any requisition on the part of Government.”
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In 1868 the Nawib went to England to represent his
grievances to the House of Oommons, which in I871 rejected
his appeal by a majority of 67 wvotes. He continued to reside
in England, and in the meantime his affairs became so heavily
involved that a Commission had to be appointed to arrange with
his creditors. By a formal deed exccuted on the lst November
1880 he resigned his position and title, snd renounced all right of
interference with the affairs of the Nizfimat in consideration of
an annusl stipend of £10,000, the payment to him of 10 lakhs
of rupees in settlement of warious miscellaneons claims, and a
suitable provision for his children born in England, The title
of Nawib of Murshidabdd was conferred on Baiyid Fasan Ali
Khan, his eldest son, and the title of Nawib Nisim became
extinet, The Nizimat deposit fund cessed to exist, the office of
Agent to the Governor-General was abolished, and the allowances
to the various members of the NigAmat family were in future
to be paid to them direct by the Collector of Murshidabad.
Feredun Jih (Maosur All Xban) returned to India in 1881 and
died of cholern at Murshidibdd on the &th November 1884,
e was buried in the family cemetery at Jifarganj in the only
available space left in the line of tombe of Nawib Nazims, but the
remains were subzequently re-interred at Karbela in acoordance
with his will. Ifis eldest son, Saiyid Hasan All, was given
the hereditary title of Nawib Bah&dur of Mumshidabad in
TFebruary 1882, and that of Anfir-ul-Omwrih in July 1887, with
the rank of the Premier Noble of Bengal. Subsequently
provigion was made, by Act XV of 1891, and an indenture
attached to the Aet, for the support and maintenance of the
Nawib Bahiidur and of the honour and dignity of his station,
Te wos succceded by his eldest son, Wasif Ali Mirza Bahadar
(born on the Tth January 1875), the present Nawab Bahadur
of Murshidibad, who was made K.0B.I in 1909 and K.0.V.0,
in 1912, His full ftitle ie Itishdm-ul-mulk, Reis-ud-Daula,
Amir-ul-Omrih, Nawib Sir Asif Qadr Baiyid Wasif Ali Mirza
Ehdan Babadur, Mahiibat Jang, Mawab Babadur of Murshidi-
bad, E.0.7.0,, H.0EIL

The history of the Beths of Murshidibad is connected with Tus
gome of the most critical revolutions in Bengal during the %‘-‘:':IEIQ]:}-
18th century, They owed their influence to their position as aman,
bankers and fivanciers, They were, in fact, predominant in
the sphere of Indian finance: Burke said of them that * their
transactions were a8 extensive as those of the Bank of England,”
and they have been not unworthily styled * the Rothschilds of
India.” The designation by which they are commonly known,
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viz., Jagat Seth, is, it may be explained, not a personal name
but a title, meaniong * Banker of the World,” which was conferred
by 1he Mughal Emperor.

They belonged to the well-known tribe of MAarwiris, the
Jews of Indin, as they have been ocalled, whose hereditary
enterprise carries them as traders to every part of the country.
The original home of the family is said to have been at Nagar,
a town in the Rajpant State of Jodhpur. Towards the close of
the seventeenth century, Hirdnand S&ho, whom the Beths regard
as the founder of their family, migrated from his native ity and
settled at Patna, which was one of the greatest trade centres
in the lower valley of the Ganges. To Hirinand 84ho were born
seven sons, who seem to have all followed their father’s profes-
sion, and established banking firms in different parts of India.
The eldest of the seven, Manik Chand ; betook himself to Dacea,
which was as that time the seat of the Muhammadan Govern-
ment, and the natural centre of atiraction to an enterprising
man. When Murshid EKull Khan transferred the eapital to
Murshidabad, the banker followed his patron, and became the
most influential personage at the new court.

It would seem that Manik Chand was the right-hand man of
the Nawib in his financial reforms, and also in his private
affaira, The establishment of the mint at Murshidabag, by
which the city was conspiouously marked as the new capital of
Bengal, was rendered easy by thé*command of specie possessed
by the banker, The same qualifioation perhapa suggested, as it
certainly facilitated, the fandamental change introduced by
Mursehid Kuli Khin, in accordsnce with which the zamindirs,
or other collectors of revenue, paid the land tax by monthly
instalments at Murshidabdd.  These payments passed through
the hands of Manik Ohand, and it was through him also that
the annual revenue of onme orore and fifty lakhs of ripees
was annually remiited to the Mughal Emperor; whether in
gpecie, as stated in Muhammadan accounts of the rule of Marshid
Xuli Khan or in drafts and orders, drawn by Manik Chand on
the corresponding firm of his brother in Dalhi, as is suggested in
the family history and as certainly appears to have been the cage
after -the death of Murshid Kuli Khiin.* The coffers of Manik
Chand were, moreover, the depositary of the private hoards of
Murshid Kuli Kban; and on the death of the latter it is

® According to the Biyasu-s-Saldtin the revenne wae sent in & convoy of 200
waggons escorted by 600 horse end 600 foot during the rule of Murshid Kuli Khin,

but under his sucosssor was * remitted to the Imperial tremsury the
banking agency of Jagat Seth Fathi Chand.” . G
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said that five crores of rupees remained etill unpeid, Under
these circumatances, it is easy to believe that the influemcs of
the banker became almost as great as that of the Governor.
On the one hand, Murshid IKuli Ihén is said to have obtained
for Manik Ohand the title of ** Beth " or banker from the Emperor
Farrukhsiyysr, in 1715. On the other hand, it is asserted in
the family history that Ma&nik Chand had previously helped
Murshid Kuli o purchase the continunnce of his office as Nawab
of Bengal after the death of Aurangzeb. It is at least certain
that from this time the banker and his descendants were recog-
nised as members of the Nawibs Uounecil, that their influenca
was of chief importance in deciding the result of every dyuastic
revolution, and that they were in constant commumnication with
the ministers of the Delhi Oourt.

Manik Chand, having no children, adopted his nephow Fathi
Chand, the head of the firm at Delhi, who had alsn received the
title of Seth, The latter was in high favour with the Emperor
Farrukhsaiyyar, who was under heavy pecuniary obligations to
the firm. Minik Chend died, full of wealth and honours, in
1722 ; and his adopted son ot onoe took his position as the richest
banker in India and the most inflnential man in mabters of
finange. In 1724, on the occasion of his first visit to Delhi, the
Emperor Muhammad Shah conferred on him the title of “ Jagat
Seth,” or *“the banker of the world” According to another
sooount, this title wes granted by Farrukhsiyyar; but it is
admitted by all that Fathi Chand was the first of the family to
bear the name of Jagat Seth, which has since become so well
known in history. On the death of Murshid Kuli Khan,in
1725, the new Nawib, 8huja-ud-daunla, appointed Iathi Chand
to be one of his four Councillors of State, and seems to have
submitted to bis advice during the fourteen years of his peaceful
rule.
On the acosssion of Smrfariz Khin in 1789, the banker
retained his position in the Coundil ; but the voluptuous passions
of the Nawéb led to a rupture, which is thus described in
Orme’s History of British India : =« There was a family of Gentoo
merchants at Muxadavad, whose head, Juggut-Beat, had raised
himself from no considerable origin to be the wealthiest banker
in the empire, in most parta of which he had agents supplied
with money for remittances, from whom he constantly received
good intelligence of what was transacting in the governments in
which they were settled. In Bengal his influence was equal to
that of any officer of the administration ; for, by answering to the
treasury as security for most of the renters farming the lands of
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the province, he knew, better than any one, all the details of the
revenues ; while the great circulation of wealth which he com-
manded rendered his assistance necessary in every emergenoy
of expense. His eldest son was married to a woman of exquisite
beauty, the report alone of which inflamed the curiosity of the
Nawib so much, that he insisted on seeing her, although he knew
the disgrace which would be fixed on the family by showing o
wife unveiled to a stranger. Neither the remonstrances of the
father, nor his power to avenge the indignity, availed to divert
the Nawidb from this insvlent and futile resolution. The young
woman was sent to the palace in the evening, and, after staying
there o shovk spaoe, returned, unviolated indeed, but dishonoured,
to her husband,” Such is the cause commonly assigned to
agcount for the fact that Jagat Seth fell away from the Nawib
Sarfariz Kbin, the last heir of the great Murshid Kuli IChén,
the patron of his family, and allied himself with Ali Vardi Khéan.
The Seth family give another explanation, which they regard
as more honourable to their ancestor. They say that Murshid
Kouli Khin had, in the course of business, deposited with Manik
Chand o sum of seven crores of rupees, which had never been
repaid. When SBarfardz I{hin, on his accession, pres-ed for pay-
ment, Fathi Ohand begged for a reasomable period for its
liquidation, and, in the meanwhile, leagued himself with Ali
Vardi Khan, who was already preparing for revolt in Bihar,
The successful issue of this revolution has already been
described. -

Fathi Chand died in the year 1744, and was succeeded in his
title of Jogat Seth by hie grandson, Mahtdb Rai. His two sons
had died in his lifetime, but each had Jeft a son; and the two
cousins, Mahtib Rai, the son of the elder brother, and Bwérup
Chand, the son of the younger, who received the title of Maha-
1dji, were joint heirs of his wealth, They are said to have
possessed a capital of ten orores of rapees, or ten millions sterling,
and tradition estimates their wealth by saying that they could
have, if they chose, blocked up with rupees the head of the
Bhigirathi at Suti. That the stories of their riches are not idle
is clear from the account given in the Sadir-ul Mutdkbarin :—

“Mahtab Rai and Raja Bwariip Chand were both grandsons
to Jagat Seth Fathi Chand by two brothers, who died both in

" the time of SBhuja Kb#n, Viceroy of Bengal ; so that his fortune,
which was literally immense, and pust all belief, passed to those
his grandsons, who, in Ali Vardi Khan’s time, lived in Bengal
with 8o much credit and authority as is bardly credible at such

a distance of time. Their riches were so great that no such
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bankers were ever seen in Hindustin or the Deccan, nor was
there any banker or merchant that ocould stand a comparison
with them all over India. It is even certain that all the bankers
of their time in Bengnl were either their faoctors, or some of
their family. Their wealth may be guessed by this fact, In
the first invasion of the Marithas, and when Murshidibad was
not yet surrounded by walls, Mir Habib, with a party of their
best horse, having found means to fall upon that city, before Ali
Vordi Xhin could come up, carried from Jagat Seth’s house
two crures of rupees, in Arcot coin only,* and this prodigious
sum did not affect the two brothers, more than if it had been
two trusses of straw. They continmed to give afterwards to
Government, as they had done tefore, hills of exchange called
darsanis of one crore at a time, by which words is meant a draft,
which the acceptor is to pay at sight without any sort of exouse,
In short, their wealth was such that there is no mentioning it,
without seeming to exsggerate, and to deal in extravagant
fables.

Among the modes by which their profits were gained
may be mentioned the receipt of the revenue of Dengal
and ite fransmissiou to Delhi, the eoxchange on depreciated
curreéncy, and transactious with Europenn merchants, There
were in those days no treasuries scattered over the ecountry
in the several districts. The zamindirs collected the revenue,
and remitted it to the viceregal tremsury at Murshidabad.
Hvery year, at the time of Puuys, or annual settlement of
the revenue (a oustom introduced by Murshid Kuli Khan)
the zamindirs assembled ut the bank of the Beths, in order to
settle their acoounts, adjust the difference of batta or discount,
and negotiate for a fresh supply of funds. From a report
on this subject by Mr. Batson in 1760, in Long’s Selections
from Unpublished Records, it appears that Jagat Seth had the
privilege of having his money stamped at the Murshidibad mint,
on paying & duty of § per cent. ‘By which privilege, and
by his great wealth nnd influence, in the country, he reaps the
great benefit arising from the above-mentioned practice (batid);
and the Nawdb finds it convenient to indulge him therein, in
recompenee for the loans and exactions to which he obliges him,”

With regard to the dealings of the firm with Kuropean
merchants, an element of confusion is introduced by the cirenm.
stance that the ferm * Beth’ means merely banker, so that when
dealings with the Seths are mentioned, it does not follow that

# Arcob coln signifies rupecs struck at Madras oz at Pondicherry,
+ Sair-ul-Mufakbarin, Vol. LL, pp. 457, 458,
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these were the Seths of Murshidabad. There is, however, a passage
in Orme’s History of Hindustan which shows the magnitude of
their transactions with the French. In connection with Clive's
attack on Chandernagore, it is stated that ¢ the French had many
friends at the court of the N&wib; amongst others the Seths,
Mootabray and Roopohand (Mihtih Rai and Swariip Chand), to
whom the Government of Ohandernagore was indebted for o
million and-o-half of rupees,” It may also be mentioned, in
illustration of this poiut, that it is believed to this day by
the people of Bengal that the Seths advanced large sums of
money to the English, prior to the battle of Flassey; and that
‘the rupees of the Hindu banker, equally with the sword of the
English colonel, contributed fo the overtbrow of the Muham-
madan power in Bengal.’

The Selections from Unpublished Records of Gorerument by
Mr. Long contain a few allusions to the Seths during the rule
of Ali Vardi Khan, In 1749, when the Nawib blockaded

-the factory of Cossimbasar, the English got off by paying
him Rs. 12,00,000 through the Seths, of which sum they appear
to have retained a certain proportion, In 1768, in answer to the
Court of Directors, who were pressing the Conueil to obtain the
establishment of a mint in Oaleutta, the President wrote, ‘It
would be impracticable to effect it with the Nawab, as an attempt
of *bat kind would be immediately overset by Jagat Seth, even
at the expense of o much larger sum than we could afford; he
being the sole purchaser of all the bullion that is imported inte
this provincs, by which he is anoually a very considerable
gainer,” The President, however, suggested that an effort might
be made to obtain permission direct from the court of Delhi.
This wounld require at least Rs, 20,0,000, ‘and the affair must
be carried on with the greatest secrecy, that Jagat Beth’s house
might not have the least intimation of it” In 1758, the year
after the establishment of the Caleutta mint, we find Mr, Douglas,
a large oreditor of the Cowpany, absolutely refusing to take pay-
ment in Oaleutta eikka rupees, on the ground that  his fortune
would be daily exposed to being curtailed from 5 to 10 per cent.
at the pleasure of Jugat Seth, who has the sole management of
the current money of the couuvtry, and can always make it
fluotuate in suoch a manner as he sees convenient for his
purpose.”

After the death of Ali Vardi Khian in 1756, the Beths were
brought into much closer intercourse with the English. 'The
negotiations with Birdj-ud-dauls after the capture of Oalouita
were to a large extent carried on through the agency of the Beths.
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Unlike some of the other megotiators, the bankers would seem
never to have played, or to have threatened to play, the part of
traitors, nor to have stipulated for any excessive share in the
enormons sum of money which concluded the bargain. We
first hear of the Seths as in communication | with the English at
the time when the fugitive Bengal Council met on board a
schooner off Faltd. Caloutta was taken om 22nd June ; and on
August 22nd the Uouncil resolved to write n complimentary letter
to Jagat Seth, amongst others, that he might intercede for them
with the Nawab, Tn the consultations dated Oth Beptember
1756, there is & good deal of curions information, Uma Oharan
(Omichand), for veasons of his own, had refused to forward the
lotter to Jogat Seth. Mr. Bisdom, the Dutoh Governor of
Cossimbazar, and Warren Hastings, who was still permitted his
liberty at the same place, sent important news from Murshidabad.
The Nawdb of Purnea, supported by a faction at Delhi, had
declared against Birdj-ud-daula ; and a quarrel had broken ot
between Birij-ud-deula and Jagat Beth. The Nawib had
reproached the banker for not obtaining for him the imperial
ratification of his office, and had crdered him to roise from
the merchanis three crores of rupees. Jagat Beth pleaded the
hardships of the slready oppressed people, but received a blow
in the face, and was confined, Mir Jafar insisted npon his being
set at liberty, but in vain. On 23rd November, the Council, who
were still nt Falta, instracted Major Kilpatrick to write again
to Jngat Beth, “to let him know that their dependence was upon
him, and uwpon him alone, for the hopes they had of ressttling in
sn amicable manner.”

After the axrrival of Olive, and the recapture of Caleutts, the
Seths are not heard of until fresh negotiations were opened with
the Nawab, in order to lead to the isolation of Onandernagore.
“ Owing to the exasperation of the Nawab, theBeths,” says Orme,
¢ were afraid to appear openly ss friends to the English ; but
they deputed their ablest agent, Ranjit Rai, to attend the Nawab
and ordered him to correspond with Colonel Clive.” The treaty
of February 1757, by which 8irij-ud-dauls granted the
demagnds of the English, was effected by this person. After the
oapture of COhandernagore by Clive, when a quarrel with the
Nawib again became imminent, the first overture for the over-
throw of Sirij-ud-daula omne from the Seths, Un 23rd April,
the day before the same proposals were made on hehalf of Mir
Jafar, a Mohammadan officer, named Yar Latif K han, asked for
n secret conference with Mr, Watts, the [tesident at Qossimbazar.
This man commanded 2,000 borse in the Nawab’s service, but




64 MURSHIDABAD,

received o stipend from the Seths to defend them on any ooca-
sion of danger, even against the Nawab himself, He brought a
proposal for betraying Murshidabad to the English with the help
of the Seths, which ultimately ripened into the plot by which
Mir Jafar was raised to the masnad, It wus in their house at
Murshidabad that on 30th June 1757, seven days after the battle
of Plassey, the arrangements for carrying out the peouninry
bargain were concluded, and the trick of the red treaty was
disclosed, The position, which the family continued to ococupy
under the new order of things, may be estimated from the
following circnmstances. In September 1759, when the Nawab
Mir Jafar paid o visit to Oaloutia, he was accompanied by Jagat
Beth, and they were both lavishly eutertaived for four days at
the expense of the Company, The charges for the Nawib
on this oceasion amounted to nearly Rs, 80,000; and Arcot
rupees 17,874 were expended on the entertainment of Jagat
Seth,
1t is from about this time that the misfortunes of the Seths
began. They had assisted in raising Mir Jafar to the masuad,
but they were unable to satisfy his con’inuous demands for money,
One of their quarrels with the Nawab is thus narrated and com-
mented oo by Maleolm, in his Life of Lord Olivs :—* Jagat Beth
and his brother [cousin (?) ] had obtained leave to procsed on a
pilgrimage to Parasnath, and had commenced their journey, when
information waos received that they were in correspondence with
the Bhahzida (who was at that lime threatening to invade
Bibar), and had actually furnished him with the means of paying
his new levies. The Nawab, giving credit to this report, sent
to stop them ; but they refused compliance with his order, and
procended nnder the guard of 4,000 men, who had been furnished
for their escort. These troops, on receiving a promise of the
liguidation of their arreurs, readily fransferred their alleginnce
from the prince to the bankers. The Nawab, even if he had had
the disposition, would probably have found himself without {he
mesns of coercing these wealthy subjects into submission. ‘I'he
prinipal bankers of Lndia command, through the influence of
their extensive oredit, the respect of sovercigns and the support
of their principal mivisters and generals. Their property,
though often immense, is seldom in o tangible form, Their
great profits enable them to bear moderate exactions ; and the
ince, who has recourse to violence towards one of this alnaa; i
not only likely to fail in his immediate object of plunder, but is
certain to deetroy his future resources, and to excite an impres-
gion of his character that must greatly fmcilitale those attempts
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against his life and power to which it is the lot of despots to be
continually exposed.”

In 1763, one of the firet things Mir Idsim did when war
broke out between him and the English was to scize the two
cousing who were at the head of the firm, Mahtab Rai Jagat Seth
and Mahardja Swariip Ohand, whose attachment to the English
made them objects of suspicion, The English immediately
remonstrated agoinst this act, which was, no doubt, intended to
prevent intrigues between them aund the Seths. The following
is the protest from the Governor to the Noawab, dated 24th April
1763 :—* I am just informed by a letter from Mr, Amyuatt that
Muhammad Taki Ilhan went on the 2lst instant ot night to the
house of Jagat SBeth ond Bwarup Chand, ond carried them to
Hirajhil, where be keeps them under a guard, This affair
surprises me greatly. When your Excellency took the govern-
ment, upon yourself, you and I and the SBeths being assembled
together, it was agreed that, ss they are men of high rank in the
country, you shall make use of their assistance in managing
your affairs and never consent that they should be injured ; and
when I had the pleasure of seeing you at Monghyr, I then like-
wise spoke to you about them, and you set my heart atease by
assuring me that you would on no account do them any injury.
The taking of men of their rank in such an injurious manner out
of their home is extremely improper, and is disgracing them in
the highest degree. If is, moreover, & violation of our agreement
and therefore reflects dishonour upon you and ms, and will be
the means of acuiring ve an ill name from everybody. The
abovementioned gentlemen were never thus disgraced in the time
of any former Nazims," As is well known, this remonstrance was
unavailing.

AMer the defeat of Udhua Nullah, Mir Kasim's wrath was
turned against bis prisoners, and the two Seths, whom he dragged
with him in his flight, were oruelly put to death. Tradition states
that they were flung into the Ganges from one of the towers of the
fort of Monghyr, and that a faithful old servant, named Chuni,
begged that he might share their fate and was therenpon thrown
into the river after them, 'This picturesque story does not
appear to be warranted by fact, for not only does the Sadr-uk

~Mutdkharin state that they were hacked to pieces by Kfsim Ali's
orders at Barh in the Patna district, but Major Grent, who was
an officer in Major Adams’ army, states that he found their
bodies buried inone of the rooms of & house there. The
tradition, however, seems to have sprung up soon after their
death, for the translator of the Sair-ul-Muldkharin (Raymond
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alias Haji Mustapha), writing about 1786, says—* Out of 10,000
boatmen who pass every year by a certain tower of the oastle
of Monghyr, there is not a man but will point out the spot where
the two Jagat Seths were drowned, nor is there an old woman
st Monghyr, but would repeat the specch of the heroical Chuni to
his mastor’s executioners.”

The two cousing were suoceeded by their two soms, Beth
Khushal Ohand, the eldest son of Mahtab Rai, who was confirmed
in the title of Jagat 8Seth by the Emperor Shah Alam in 1766,
and Beth Udwat Chand, the eldest son of Bwariip Chand, who
was permitted to inherit his father's title of Mahdrdja. Tt
would appear that the two mew heads of the firm were as
united in their dealings as their fathers had been; and that,
like them, they were commonly regarded as brothers. In a
letter to Liord Clive in May 1765, they represented in piteons
language their distressed situation, and especially complained of
the hardships suffered by their younger brothers, Seth Golab
Ohand and Babu Mahir Chand. So far as can be ascertuined,
these brothers were really seound cousins, being younger sons
of the two Seths who had been murdered by Mir Kfsim, ‘They
had been carried off with their fathers, and had been finally
handed over to the temder mercies of the Emperor of Delhi
and the Wazir of Oudh., Wo find that Mir Jafar, the reinstated
Nawdb of Bengal, had been induced to intercede for themn
with the Wazir; but they were not delivered back to their
brethren at Murshiddbid until a heavy ransom had been
paid. The BSeths ropresented their impoverishment on this
account to Liord Clive, but he replied to them in the following
stern letter, dated November 1765 :—“ Youn are not ignorant what
attention and support I always ehowed to your father, and how
cordially I have continued it to you and the remainder of the
family. It cannot, therefore, but be matter of great concern to
me to learn that you do not sericusly consider what part yon
ought to act, to establish your own oredit end the public interest,
Instead of keeping up fo the original intention and necessity
of having thie treasury under three separste keys, I find all the
money has been lodged with your family in your own house,
and that you have been ansenting at least to the farming of the
Bengal provinee under the rents 1 am assured it will bear. I am
informed also that you have been pressing the zamindirs to
discharge their debts to your fathers, at the time when they are
flve months in arrear to the Government. This is a step I can by
no means approve of orallow. You are still a very rich house ;
but I greatly fear that tendenoy you seem to have to avarice will
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not only tarn greatly to your disadvantage, but at the same time
destroy that opinion I had of your inclination and disposition
to promote the public good.”

In the following year the Seths laid a claim before the
English for between 50 and 60 lakhs of rupees, of whioh
21 lakhs had been advanced to Mir Jafar for the support of
his own and the Boglish army. For this latter sum Lord Clive
nocepted lisbility, aud suggested that it should be repaid in
equal moieties by the Company and the Nawab, In the same
year it is incidentally recorded that the Counecil had been under
the neceseity of applying to the Seths for a loan of 1} lakhs of
rupees. When Lord Olive received from the Emperor, Shih
Alam, the grant of the Diwéni on behalf of the Company in
1765, he immediately appointed Khushal Chand Jagst Seth,
who was then only eighteen years old, to be the Company’s sarraf
or “shroff”; and in the treaties of 1766 and 1770, which
confirm the appointments of two suoccessive Nawdbs, Jagat Seth
is mentioned as one of the thres ministers who were entrusted
with the supreme management of affairs.

Tradition dates the decline of the Seths from the time of
Khushal Chand. It issoid that he refused an annual stipend
of 3 lakhs of rmpees whioh was offered fo him by Clive, and
that his own expenses were at the rate of one lakh per month.
He died at the early age of thirty-nine; but during his short
lifetime, he was the most lavish benefaotor of all his family
to the sacred Jain hill of Parasnith. The prodigal expenditure
of the Beths, as indicated by their religious donations, may have
contributed to drain the inherited resources of the family, but
the real oauss of their ruin must be sought in the change which
was now taking place in the Government of Bengal. The
great famine of 1770, which revolutionized the financial condition
of the country, first impaired their position ; and, finally in 1772,
when Warren Hastings transferred to Oaloutta the Khdlsa or
Government Treasury, they oeased to be any longer the bankers
of the English, Instead of accounting for their -downfall by
these adequate canses, the Seths themselves oxplain it by the
following story. The vast treasures of the family, they say, had
been buried under ground by Khushal Chand, and death ocams
upon him suddenly before he was able to disolose the seoret,
In spite of theiv reduced ciroumstances, tho Seths appear to
have lived in Oriental state, for Raymond, the translator of
the Sair-tilsMutdtharin, says:—* Even so late as the year 1780
there were 1,200 women in thewseraglios of the two remaining
brothers and about 4,000 persons of all sorts in their palaces,”

¥ 2
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Like many other members of the family, Khushal Chand
was childloss, He adopted his nephew, Harakh Chand, upon
whom the title of Jagat Seth was conferred by the HEnglish
without any reference to Delhi. It is said that he was in
pecuniary difficulties until he inherited the fortune of a second
unecle, Gulib Chand. Harakh Chand Jagat Beth was tho first
of the family who abandoned the faith of his ancestors, and
embiaced the oreed of Vishnu. Having no son, and being very
anxious to have an heir born of his own body, he had recourse
to the various observances enjoined in such a cnse by the Jain
religion, but all to no purpose. A% last ha followed the advice
of o Bairigi and propitiated Vishnu. He then obtained his
dosire, and became a Vaishnava., Harakh Chand left two sons,
Indra Chand and Vishwu Chand, who inherited his property
in equal shares. Indra Chand, the elder, on whom the title of
Jagat Seth was eonferred, wae suocesded by hie son, Gobind
(hend, who is said to bave dissipated the remaining wealth of
his ancestors. He lived for some time on the sums he obtained
by eelling the family jewels, and finally became dependent on
a pension of Re. 12,000 a year, which was nllowed him by the
East Indin Company in consideration of the services rendered
by his ancestors. He was not otherwise recogmized by the
Government, and the title of Jagat Seth becams eoxtinct, being
lnst held by his father, On the death of Gobind Chand, the
headship of the family, together with the pension (reduced to
Rs. 8,000 a year) passed to Krishna Chand, the son of Vishnu
Ghﬂ-ﬂdl
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CHAPTER IIL.
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THRE PEOPLE.

Dunixe the thirby-nine years which have elapsed since 1872, Growrn

when the first census was taken, the population of Murshidabad ©
has incronsed by 168,170, or 18 per cent.: the figures of each

census are given in the margin.
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heavy mortality, In the next
decade, however, there was a marked recovery, the inorease
recorded in 1901 represonting 66 per cent. The growth of the
peopls, however, was far from uniform, for in the low-lying tracts
to the east it amounted to only 3 per cent.,, whereas in the higher
country to the west it averaged 13 per cent,, and even rose as
high as 26 per cent. in thanas Sigardighi and Nabagrim, two
sparsely populated thanas which attract immigrants from Birbhim
and the Sonthal Parganas.
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and & demand for labour was created by the construction of
three new railway lines, viz., the Ransghat-Murshiddbid branch
of the Hastern Bengal State Railway and the Barharwa-
Azimganj-Katwa and Ondal-Sainthia branches of the Hast Indian
Railway.

An inquiry regarding the relafive healthiness and unhealthis
ness of different parts of the districts was made by the Bengul
Drainage Oommittes in 1806-07, and the conclusions at which
it arrived were that :—* (1) The most malarious thanas are Bhag-
wangola, Manullabazar, Bhah@nagar, Daulatbazar, Bujiganj,
Hariharpara, Asinpur snd perhaps Jalangi; and (2) the lesst
malarious areas are comprised in the whole of the Kindi subdivi-
pion and the thanas of Bhamsherganj, Suti, Raghunithganj,
Mirzapur and Bagardighi.” These conclusions are confirmed by
the results of the cemsus of 1911, The Kéndisubdivision has
developed at the rate of 975 per cent., and all the other thanas
mentioned as least malarions have an increase, except Raghunath-
ganj where the population is stationary. Shamsherganj, which
made the greatest progress between 1872 and 1901, is still grow-
ing rapidly and has added another 16 per cent. to its population.
Of the eight thanas mentioned as most malarious, six are distinot-
ly decadent.

The east and west of the district are dearly differentiated by
their phyeical configuration. The portion lying to the west of
the Bhagirathi is a continuation of the Chota Nagpur plateau :
its general lovel is higher than that of the rest of the distriot, the
surface is undulating and the climate is comparatively dry. The
eastern portion is a deltaio tract in which the land is still being
gradually raised hy the deposition of silt from the rivers which
traverse it, though the action of nature has been interfered with
to some extent by the marginal embankment along the left bank
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of the Bhaigirathi, which prevents the inundation which would
otherwige ocour.

These conditions affect the demsity of population, which is
considerably greater in the alluvial country to the cast of the
Bhagirathi than in the less fertile country tothe west. In the
latter tract the mean density is reduced by the figures for the
central thanas, which, though now growing rapidly, are still
sparsely inhabited. The most populous thanss lie along the
DBhagirathi, four of them having a density of over 1,000 por
square mile, while in four thanas to the west there are under 500
persons to the square mile,

The soale of migration both to and from the disirict is com- Mrem.
paratively small, for ™™

DErlA, Mole, |Fomale, | Tolal, | the immigrants re-
present only 56 per
g | ooa| Tyees| “igeri| cemt. and the emi
Nutaral population . | oViei8| 7iajs | 14ses| grents 7'8 per ocent,
of the pl:rpulu.f.;lnn the
actual figures recorded at the census of 1911 are given in the
margio, The volume of emigration is growing, the numbeér
of persons born in the distriet but enumerated outside it being
nearly 29,000 more than in 1901. The result of this increase is
that the balance of migration is decidedly against the district,
which loses nearly 25,000 more by emigration than it gains by
immigration.

The north of the district suffers from diluvion, a good deal of
land on its southern bank being washed away by the Ganges and
thrown up on the opposite side in Malda and Rajshihi. There
is consequently & movement of oultivators and others to the new
alluvial formations, which cnuses the emigrants to Mailda to
exceed the immigrants from that disirict by 20,000, while the
loss to Rajehahi amounts to nearly 16,000, The exodus to
Malda appears to have been stimulated by the opening of the
Katihar-Godagari railway line, The number of persons born in
Murshidabad who were enumerafed in Malda has risen from
12,000 to 27,000, and the movement has not stopped there, but
has extended to Purnea, which in 1901 contained under 1,000
natives of Muorshidabad but now has 5,000, There isa fair
amount of immigration from BihAir and Orissn and the United
Provinces, but with the exception of the Sonthal Parganas, which
contributes 15,000 immigrants, comparatively little of this is
permanent, for though the immigrants stay for some years, e.g.,
in the service of zamindars, they form their matrimonial connec-
tione in their own country and ultimately return thither.
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Towxs, Altogether 94 por cent, of the people live in villages, and the
urban population amounts to

Tawn. Popula. only 83,483 persons. There

tion. are gix towns, as shown in the
Borhampore .., .. 2,148 margin, their average popula-
Murshidibid w1280 fion being 13,914, Tho most
Asimgani .. v 12827  progressive town is Berham-
ﬂ%"ﬁ}%‘r’f A 1}*:%‘;3% pore, the district headquarters,

the inhabitants of which have
inerensed by 7 per cent. since 1901; the subdivisional head-
quarters of Kandi and Jangipur bave also registered increases.
Murshidabid and Asimganj, a municipality in its suburbs, are
both decadent, sustaining a continuous ond steady decline of
population since 1872. In both towns the earthquake of 1807
overthrew a great number of buildings, which the people have
not been able to replace, and {he untouched ruins give
to the visitor an uncomfortable impression of poverty and
deoay.

Vizzasms, The cemsus village corresponds to the mausza or survey unmit
of area, and wot to the residential village, 4., & continuous
collection of houses, bearing & common name, with its dependent
hamlets, The two may, of ocourse, correspond, e.y., where the
mauza contained ouly one village at the time of the survey, and
no other village has since been built; but in other cases a mavza
may contain several residential villages, which Lave sprung up
singe the survey was made, Altogether 1,879 inhabited villages
(in the census connotation of the term), with an average population
of (86, were returned in 18011. Of the rural population, 20 per
cent. reside in wvillages with undex 500 inhabitants, 63 per cent.
in villages with a population of 500 to 2,000, 23 per cent. in
villages with & population of 2,000 to 5,000 and 4 per cent. in
villnges containing 5,000 or more people.

The following acoount of the villages is quoted from Colonel
Gastrell's Report on Mumhidabad (1860). Though more than
b0 years have passed since it was written, conditions have not
changed. “Nearly every one of the permanent villages is buried
in a thick jungle of bamboos, trees, underwood, and long rank
weeds and creepers, If, on raising & new village, the people do
not find trees available to build under, they plant them of all
kinds to afford themselves shade, and to their frail tenements
protection from storms and the strong north-weaters which precede
the rains, The humidity of the atmosphere and rich soil soon
supply a flourishing crop of brushwood, grass and gigsntic weeds
of all kinds, Holes are dug in all directions for sarth to raise the
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houses, These, filled with water by the first rains, supply each
man with water at his door if he wishes it. Then, in course of
time, when the jungle is full-grown, the wind totally excluded,
and the pools of etagnant water are coated over with thiok
groen oonforcee, the Bengali may be seen enjoying himself, and
keoping out the mosquitoes by filling the insido of the honse
with smoke. Easily contented, lazy, and not over-burdened
with wealth, tho poasants choose the evils they consider the
loast, and habit aoounstoms them to look on their village as
porfaotion.

“ They offer a strong contrast in their choico of sites to the
Santéls, their neighbours, some of whom are domiciled in the
north-west of the district. These latter invariably select the
highest and driest spot for their villages, and carefully eut anl
keep down every partiole of jungle in and about them, growing
only afew useful trees in the long central road, either for shade,
fruit or cil-seeds. Hach Sautal's house is a complete little farm
enclosure, holding the owner’s dwelling house, granary, cow and
pigeon-houses and pig-sty. Their villages oxtend in one long
line, with houses built on ench side of the road; the head-man's
or s dnjhi's house being generally in the centre.

The huts of the poorer clnsses, in the north-west portion of
Murehidabid, are built with mud walls and thatohed with rice
siraw, In other parts of the district a framework house of
bamboo is usually made first, The floor is then raised of mud,
well rammed to the necessary height to afford protection from
inundation. In some places the walls are made of mud, enolos-
ing the uprights; in others plaited grass or matting or slips
of bamboo are used instead of mud, and are sometimes coversd
again with a coating of clay and cow-dung. Sometimes the gable
ends are left open at the top for ventilation, but the generality
ave olosed up. In the low lands near the Ganges the houses
are temporary constructions. A light thatch and lighter walls
suffice for the wants of the inhabitants, who remove their
property, a8 soon as the river waters rise high enough to endanger
their huts,

The Muhammadans number 718,152 or 62 per cent. of the mew.
population, and the Hindus 643,291 or 47 per cent. There S10¥=
are 14,419 Animists, while the Christian community has only
413 representatives, In nddition fo these, there are 999 members
of minor religions, ineluding 975 Jains, 15 Bralmoe, 5 Buddhists,
2 Jows, 1 Parsi and 1 Sikh. '

The Musalmang predominate in the Sedar subdivision, where Hirdua
there are three of them to overy two Hindus, and also in the #ndMusal-

ming,
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Jangipur subdivision, where there ave four followers of the Prophet
to every three Hindus, The two religions are in equal strength in
the Lalbagh sabdivision, and the most distinctively Hindu sub-
division is Kindi, where there are noarly double as many Hindus
a3 Musalmins. The growth of the Musalmén population is more
rapid than thot of the Hindu, for since 1881 the former has
inoreased from 48 per cent. to 52 per cent, of the distriot
population, wherens the latfer has fallen from 52 to 47 per
cent.

Primd facis, it appenrs natural that the Muhammadan capital
of Murshidibad should have attracted a large number of Musal-
mans to the district, but it is noteworthy that in Muxshidibad
itself and in the immediate suburbs Hindus predominate. The
fact is that the creation of this capital was of a comparatively
late date, and until the time of Murshid Kuli Khin the climate
of Bengal was rogarded as so unhenlthy that service in it was
regarded by tho Mughal nobles as a sentence of banishment.
Murghid Kuli Khan himself sought to proselytize by forece, one
of his regulations being that any zamindar who failed to pay his
revenue or make up the arrears due should be compelled to
gmbrace Isldm with his wife and family. This order cannot,
however, have affected the bulk of the population or any but a
limited clags. The strength of the Musalman population must be
due to other causes, and it may certainly be connected with the
general geographical distribution of their co-religionists in Bengal.
1t is in the alluvial river basins of the Ganges and Brahmaputra
that the Musalméns_are found in greatest numerical strength.
They outnumber the Hindus in every district of the Presidenoy
Division exoept the 24-Parganas ; in North Bengal they consti-
tute two-thirds of the population, andin Eaest Bengal they are
~ more than twice as numerous as the Hindus. On the other hand,

Hinduism prevails in the districts to the west of the Ganges and
Bhagirathi, In Murshiddbad district their distribution follows
the same general rale, for they are most numerous in the flat
alluvial traot to the east of the Bhigirathi,

The numbers, therefore, of the Muhammadans in Murshidabad
cannot be attributed to the planting of the last Musalman capital
on the banks of the Bhigirathi, The court of the Nawib has
been equally destitute of effect in determining the sect or other
characteristics of the general Muhammadan population. The
Nawib Bahadur himeelf is o Shiah, and there is no other Musal-
man family in the distriet which oan compare either in position or
wealth with the leading Hindu gaminddrs. The great majority of
the Muhammadan population, however, are not Shiahs, but Sunnis
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of the Hanafl sect, though some of the poorer cultivators have
embraced the dootrines of the Farasi sect,

Of the Animists, 10,947 are Bantals, mostly immigrants from Animist,

the Sonthal Pargenas who have settled in the Sagardighi,
Nabagrim and Asanpur thenas of the Lalbagh subdivision
and in the Mirsapur thana of the Jangipur subdivision. There
are also 1,619 Oraons, 871 Mundas and 105 IXoras, whose
raligion was roturned as Animistio, In addition to these, thers
aro 3,046 Santals, 988 Oraons, 939 Koras and 194 Mundas,
who claim to be Hindus, but of whom it may safely be predi-
eated that their Hivduism is not far removed from the Animism
of their brethren, The Oraons are also commonly known as
Dhéngars, a name meaning meroly a contract labourer, or as
Bunas, a generio designation for the aboriginal tribes of
Chota Nagpur. Both these latter nomes date back to the time
when they wore employed as labourers by the indigo factories.

The figures for Ohristians include 83 Europeans, 25 Anglo. chsings.

Indians, 3 Armenians and 802 Indian converts, Various Christian
missions havée from time to time establiched stations in the
district, but have not met with much suocess The only mission
now at work is a branch of the Liondon Missionary Society, whiol,
begon work in 1824 and hes 202 adherents according to tle
census fAgures. It maintains a high' school at Khagra near
Berhampore.

The Jaios, though not numerous, are an influential seotion g,y

of the community owing to their importance as bankers and
land-holders. The wealthy up-country merchants, commonly
called Kayshe, who are scttled st Azimganj, belong almost
exclugively to this seot ; the vamber enumerated in that town ig
795. They have almost monopolized the trade of the distriot;
and are indeed among the wealthiest merchants in Bengal. As
gtated in the last ohapter, the great banking family of the
Jagat Seths were originally Jains, but Harakh Beth became
a Vaishnava. Other Jain families migrated to Murshidabad
from Bikanir in the eighteenth century. Their temples are
conspicuous on the banks of the Bhagirathi, and three of
the temples at Parsanith have been constructed at the expense
of the Murshidibad Jains, who conbinue to fulfil their duties
as founders through their panchdyat or committee. The great
majority also of the Jain images at Parasnith him.r Sanskrit
inseriptions, showing that they were dedicated by various members
of the family of Jagath Beth, between 17656 and 1816 A. D,
The Jains domiciled in the district are mostly Oawils by caste,



Cagrne
AN

TRIDES.

76 MURSHIDABAD,

The marginal statement shows the Hindu castes, and in the
case of the Musalmans the social

N Number. 5

eI ki) groups, numbering over 25,000.
Bhelkh " .« 0BLEAT .
ﬂhi‘nﬂnthmﬁu.nrﬁ"lmhyn ®o,021  More then nine-tenths of the
PR en 18876 Musalmans are Sheikh, this
agli e P 40543 i .
Chain ... 87054 being now a common -designa-
lrthman .., we 34,274 : E
Gegln " Sragg 10D for proctically all who

cannot olaim to be Saiyads,
Pathans or Mughals, or who do not belong to some well recognized
functional group, such as Jolihas or Xulus, The only other
Muhammadan groups with any considerable numerical strength
ero the Pathins (10,662), Jolahas (10,808) and Saiyads
(7,427).

The chief Hindu castes are those characteristio of Central
and West Bengal, with the exception of the Chains, The latter
have a limited geographieal distribution, the only other places
where they are numerous being Milda, which contains 44,000
of them, and Bihfr, where they aggregate 32,000, They aren
low caste, whose ocoupations are mainly oultivation and labour.
Two other ocastes which are more or less peouliar to this district
are the Pundiris and Chasitis, The Pundéris or Puros, who are
also found in Birbhiim and Malda, are agrioulturists, vegetable-
growers and silk-worm rearcrs by cocupation. They are thought
by some to be an offshoot of the Pod caste, the cause of separa-
tion being the adoption of an osenpation not followed by the
main body of the caste. Both the Pods of the 24-Parganas and
the Pures of Murshidabid are said to “exhibit in physieal
appearance an approach to the aboriginal type®.” They themselvea
disclaim conneotion with the Pods, and as a proof of respectable
origin are anxious to be known by the grandiloquent designa-
tion of Pundra Ishattriya. They forbid widow marriage, and
follow the ordinary observances of middle-class Hindus, The
Chasitis, who are found in Milda as well as in Murshidabad,
are slso cultivators and silk-worm rearers. The name Chdsati
is not confined to them, but ie also assumed in this district by
the Ohasidhobas, who number 14,272, out of a total of 57,626
for the whole of Bengal. They sre a cultivating caste who are
anxious to disclaim any previous connection with the Dhoba
caste, and therefore are beginning to adopt the name of Satohhsi
in the place of ileir old name, which they are afraid may
be taken to imply that they were orginally Dhobas who took to
cultivation.

® Hunter's Statistlenl Aceount of Bangal, Volume IX, page 54.
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Among the lower casteathe old systern of self-government Castx
still has conmsiderable vitality. The members of the mg:::“
themeelves adjudicate upon matters affecting the purity or
solidarity of the caste, and inflict punishments upon fellow
members who are proved guilty of offences against the caste laws.
The sentence is passed cither by a majlis, i.e., o geveral meeting
of the custe men, or is the deoree of a committee of eldera: its
ultimate sanction is expulsion from the community, which
natorally depends on the unanimous congent of all belonging to
it. Asnrule, the oaste councils deal with individual offences
a.]ran.dj' uumnntt-ud and do not prescribe rules for futnre conduct.
They are tribunu.ln rather than legislative assemblies. There
are however exceptions to this rule, such asthe general ordinance
puszed o few years ago by the Muchis of a number of villages
in this district (Méniknagar, Kalitala, Beldanga, Audiran, Chum-
rigicha, Dayédnagar and other villages), A report which appesred
in the Statesman of 16th February 1908 states :—* The Muchis
convened & meeting for the purpose of considering what
steps sbould be taken to eave themselves from the unenviable
notoriety they had gained by some of them heing cattlo-
poisoners More than two huundred cobblers assembled with
their priests at Beldanga. Their first business was to try those
of their caste men who bed been guilty of poisoning cattle,
It was at first proposed that the guilty persons should be
ostracized altogether. But this proposal was negatived, and
the guill'.;,r members were severely warned against recurrence of
the orime. They were also fined and ordered to roll om fhe
ground in the presence of the gathering and shake their heads
as o gign of penance. Finally a dooument was signed by all
present holding themselves liable to o flne of Rs. 101, if they
puiannaﬂ any oaftle or aided and abetted any ons else deing the
same.’

‘I'he authority of the casle councils in this dmtrml.‘ appears to
be weaker than it is in other parts of the country, such as Pihar,
and their verdiots are not treated with the same unquestioning
respect. On this point the Distriot Census Officer writes i(—*‘The
caste Panchidyats are daily losing influence. The members, in
the majority of cases, do not mete out justice as {airly as they
used to. The Panchayats have become amenable to external
influences, and in the discharge of their duties distinguish between
the rich and the poor. Ostracism has lost its old terrors. A man
who cannot get admission into the society of his own wvillage
can leave it and enjoy equal privileges in other places. A epirit
of individual independence has been born, and men who used
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silently to bow to the decisions of the oaste Panchiyat are now
ready to defy it. Tor crimes such as adultery, ete., for which
there is a remedy in law, no one, unless heis very poor, cares to
refer his cuse to a caste Panchayat. Insome places, where edu-
cation has spread, the caste Panchayatshave been replaced hy caste
Samitis (¢.0., the Mahishya Samiti, the SBadgop Bamiti, eto.), in
which the formalities of meetings are observed ending with the
drawing up of resolutions. ” At present the Panchayats deal
mainly with such matbers ns the breach of caste rules regarding
eating, drinking and marringe, or the adoption of some occupation
which is looked upon s degrading. They also uphold discipline
in the caste, punishing such offences as abusing a Mandal and even
mutual sbuse among relatives, and oases are reported of their
effecting family partitions. The following sketoh of the system
os still in force among a few of the onstes of this district
sufficiently explains the general orgsnization and methods of
procedure. .

The Bagdis regulate their affairs by means of ocaste councils
{(Panchéyats), which may exercige jurisdiotion over one village
or over several villages, according to the strength of the
caste in any locality. Bometimes nlso, when a village ia split
up between two antogonistio parties, each bas its own
Panchéyat. There is o headman in each village called the
Mandal, who holds his office by hereditary right, When a
Mandal dies, his heir succeeds even if a minor j in such a ocon-
tingenoy, however, he is assisted in the discharge of his duties by
some olose relative. If the heir is disqualified for the post by
absence from the village, incompetence, eto., the assembled
villagers elect another man. When an offence against caste laws
has been committed, the local headman is informed, In places
where the Panchayat has authorily over several villages, there is
one man in supreme authority, who is called the Parganait Mandal
or Pradhén. There are also sometimes two subordinate offiials
oalled the Biarik, who carries out the orders of the Mandal, and
the Gorait, who summons the members to meetings. When an
offence has been committed, the village Mandal is informed, and
he in his turn informs the Parganait Mandal if there is & union
of villages. The Parganait Mandal tries the case with the help
of the Mandal and two or three other Bagdis of the village in
which the accused man resides, If, however, the Panchayat
governe only one village, the Mandal decides the case with twoto
five other leading villagers: in his capacity as President he is
called the Pradhin, When important cases affecting the whole
Biagdi community have to be discussed, there is a larger meeting
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composed of the Panchiyats of all the neighbouring villages.
This is called a Baisl, meaning literally & Panchiyat of 22
villages. When o Baisi Panohéyat is convened, the Mandal
of the village in which the sccused resides puts the case before
the meeting.

When a Panchiyat has met, the oulprit is ocalled on to
explain his oconduct. If he pleads guilty, it only remains
to decide on the nature of the punishment. Otherwise evidenos
is taken, and the whole case is threshed out. The proceedings
are not regulated in any strict way, and the trial is frequently
noigy, not to say uproarious. The usuval punishments are fines
and outeasting, which may be either temporaryor permanent.
A woman found guilty of grave immorality (s.g., a liaison with
o man of another caste) is outcasted, and her hushand shares her
gentenoce if he takes her side. If ho does not attempt to soreen
her, he has to perform prayaschitia before being re-admitted to
caste fellowship. The fines are expended in providing = feast
for the mombers or in toddy for them to drink. If a delinguent
is contumacious, ¢.g., does not pay up or refuses to undergo his
punishment, he is outcasted fill he comes to his senses and make
full submission.

The functionaries of the Chains are the Fradhin or local Chaiss,

hendman and a svbordinate culled Barik or Parimanik, who
executes the orders of the Pradhiin and summons members of the
onste to Panchiiyat meetings. Faoh Panchaiyet has jurisdiotion
over a village or a dili, i.e.,, & group of villages. Appeals from
the verdicts of these Fanchdyats lie to the Baiisi Panchayat,
Bometimes too all the Diki Panchiyats mcet at n Chourasi
Panchayat, literally a meeting of 84 villages. At the Baisi and
Ohaurdsi Panchiéyats the tribunal oonsists of & President
(Pradhin) and four village Pradhins, two being enpposed to be
‘representatives of the sccused’s side and two of the other side.
The acoused himself stands with folded hands wearing a cloth
round his neck while they disouss the case, In addition to
inflicting fines or decreeing excommunication (temporary or per-
manent), the Panchiyats sentence delinquents to corporal punish-
ment or to perform some humiliating task, e.g., the Parimanik

holds his ear and mokes him ruh round the assembled meeting. ..
The 8heikhs have no permanent officisls or regular organiza- sheikhs

tion like that in force among the lower Hindu castes, They
merely hold Panchiyats when the conduct of any member of the
community renders it necessary that he should be subjected to
punishment. Buch Panchiyats are generally held on the Jama
day, and are composed of men whose age, position, education or
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inflnence qualify them for the exercise of judicial powers, Ifa
man is adjudged guilty, but proves contumacicus, he is not only
outonsted but beaten by his relatives.

In addition to acknowledging the authority of these ccoasional
tribunals, the Sheikhs obey the fiats of spiritual rulers, Over
each group of villages there is n mauli, enjoying the title of Pir,
who aots as an arbiter in religions questions, He imposes finca
on the villagers who are his disciples, of which he keeps part for
himself, while the remainder is distributed amovg fakirs. Should

" he strain the obedience of his followers to breaking poivt, they

Fams A¥D

have a right to superseds him and oall in a neighbouring Pir.
The most importent fairs and religious gatherings arve as

Aaniaioua follows t—(1) The Tulsi-Bihdr Mels, which is held at Jangipur

GATIEK-
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in May, ond also at Nashipur in the Lalbigh eubdivision. | hat
atJangipur lasts & month and is attended by about 10,000 people.
(2) The Keshabpur Mele in the Kandi subdivision, which
losts seven days and is attended by about 12,000 people. (3) The
Gangfsnan Mels ot Manganpéra in the Sader subdivision, which
is held on the first day of Magh, when some 10,000 visit the
place to bathe in the sacred river. (4) The Purfinhdt and
Kalitala Melas in the Kandi subdivision. The latter lasts only
a day and attracts about 14,000 people. (5) The Kiriteswari
Jlela held on every Tuesday during Migh at the templs of
Kiriteswari, 5 miles wost of Lalbagh. (6) Melss at Baneswar in
Mirzapur thana during the Siverdtri and Clhaitra Sankranti
festivals: they last two days and attract about 7,000 people,
(7) A mefa held ot Lilgola during the Rathjatra festival, which
is attended by about 10,000 people. Minor religious gatherings
are :—(l) The Chaltiamaltia Mels, in honour of Rama, is held
at o spot about a mile south of Berhampore, commencing on the
gth day of the month of Chaitra (March-April) and lasts for
about thirty days. (2) Sbarveswar Melz is held at Dhuliau in
April, in honour of the god Biva, and lasts for eight days,
(3) Jayadeva Thilkur's .E!eir:f is held at Sﬁg.nrdighi in January,
(4) Kapileswar Mela is held in May at Baktipur, in honour of
Kupileswar, one of the many names of Siva. Other fairs of less
note are Ananta Baruih’s Mels at Mangalpur in Decomber
and Ramnabami Mela at Mirzapur in March. .
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PUBLIC HEALTH.

Tuere is little detailed information regarding the general Gewmmx
healtbiness of the distriot till half a century ago, but the some- Soner”
what seanty references to its olimate which are found in existin
records, though mainly concerned with the towns of Murshidabad
ond Berhampore and their neighbourhood, are sufficient to show
that for the last 100 years it has had a somewhat evil reputation,
“There are,” it was observed in Hunter's Statistical decount
(1876), “ certain spots in the distriot which have been desolated by
fever within the present century, and which still remain deserted.
Of these the most conspiouous is Cossimbazar, where the old
stagnant channel of the Bhagirathi atill attests the cnuse of the
pestilence which overthrew this once flonrishing city. It is said
that the place was depopulated by a malarious fever in 1814, the
year whioh immediately followed the change of course of the
river, There are still o few miserable inhabitents, who haunt
the banks of the Cossimbazar lake, as the stagnant pool is yet
called; but their sickly condition ean never be ameliorated until
aither that lake be drained, or a enrrent of fresh water he diverted
into it. Birnagar, the residence of the celebrated Rani Bhawini,
is said to have been destroyed in the beginning of this century
by o similar catastrophe. The village of Mirzapur, in the thana
of the same name, has also been ruined by fover; though in this
case the oause of the malaria was not equally manifest, Prior
to 1862, Mirsdpur was considered a very healthy place, and had
a large population, chiefly composed of silk manufacturers and
weavers, Butin thet yesr o virulent outbreak of malarious
fever took place; and it is said that in a few months half the
inhabitants either died or left their homes, Medical relis! was
at length sent, and the mortality greatly diminished ; bat at the
present time the village cannot boast of a single healthy person.
A neighbouring village called Belghfita has met with the same
fate. Doth these two villages have dirty holes and old ponds,
with innumerable clumps of bamboos and other troes onm the
sid“.l"

Further evidence of the unhealthiness of the distriot is given
in Colonel Gastrell’s Geographical and Statistioal Account of the
Murshidabad Distriet (1860) :—*The district of Murshidabad

G
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cannot be called healthy. The western side of the Bhagirathi
has more cleims fo the title than the eastern, but on neither bank
do the inhabitants appear robust and strong ; they are all weakly-
looking and short in stature. Fever and oholera are the great
soourges of the distriot, more especially in the towns and villages
on the Bhagirathi, and above all in the city of Murshidabad and
its environs. Iu faot, in the large bozars cases are to be found all
the year round. As a general rule, the months of March, April
and May, preceding the rainy weather, and October, November
and half of December, which follow the csssation of the rains,
are the most unhealthy months. No sooner does the Bhagirathi
fall sufficiently low to allow the jii/ waters to drain off into it,
than sicknees commences all along the river banks, Itisto this
influx of jhil water that the natives themselves attritmto the sicke
ness so provalent before the cold season lhas fairly set in. When
to this is added the numerous half-burned bodies that are daily
thrown into the river, which is then almost a chain of stagnant
pools, there is little cause to wonder at the sickness of those who
habitually use this water for drinking and cooking purposes,”’

Braoan A epecial inquiry into the state of the distriot was made by

TRQUIRIEY: the Bengal Drainage Committee in 1006-07, in connection with
which an investigation into the prevalence and distribution of
malaria was carried ont (in January and February 1907) by
Oaptain G. E. Stewarr, 1.:.5,, and Lieutenant A. H. Proctor, 1.a.8,
The arens visited by these two officers were (1) a elrip of land on
each eide of the river Bhagirathi from Goribnzar on the south
to the relired line of the Bhigirathi embankment on the north,
(2) that part of the Bhagwiangola thana which lies outside
the retired line of the embankment, (3) the Hariharpira thana
and (4) the Lalgola thana. The provalence of malaria was
asoertained by taking the spleen rates of ohildren nuder 12
years of age. Alfogether, 4,744 children were examined in 70
villages, and 1,252 were found to have eularged spleens, giving
a spleen rate of 41 per cent.: this, it may be remarked incident-
ally, was a lower. rate than that observed in either Nadia or
Jeggore,

The actual mortality due to malaria wis estimated by inguiries
into the real cause of the illnesses of 242 persons who had been
returned as dying of “fever.” The result was to show that
malaria, either acute or ochrouie, was the cause of one-third of the
deaths, 21'6 per cent. being due to acute and 13'6 per cent. to
ohronic malaria. Dysentery and diarrhcea were responsible for
16°3 per cent. of the so-called “fever ’ deatks, and 1'6 per cent.
were attributed fo the Leishman-Donovan infection. Regarding
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the latter the investigators remarked : —* This dizeass is extremely
diffioult to separate from chronioc malaria by the method of
questioning the relatives of decensed persons, but it appears to be
. present only in small amount in this distriot.”

Other causes of death were bronohitis (107 per cent),
pneumonia (4'1), phthisis (5'4) and typhoid (2'5). Nearly half
of the deaths that were due to acute malaria oconrred
among children under five years of age, and about half of
the deaths coused by malaria among children under 10, The
latter wocounted for no less than two-fifths of all the deaths

inquired into.
: The marginal statement shows the spleen rates recorded in
the different villages secording to their situation. The high rate
of villages on dry land which
is not flooded annually was asso-

Sumtedon— | 0S8 | cinted with thick jungle, colleo-
tions of casual water and dirty

Dry land not flooded | 57 tanks in the villages, The rate
oo 2 s for &il villages was reduced by
Btz .. w| 4 the inoxplicably low figure
o o) M returned for threo villages on
Live rivers w| 886 the Telkar Bil; and it was

remarked that the average (B0)
for the other villages * pro-
bably represents the usual prevalence of malaria in the 44/ villages,
at any rate on the east side of the Bhigirathi river, more acour-
ately than the average of 49 for the whole class,” The explan-
ation of tho low rate for villages that are flooded annually was
that '‘ probably the majority of such villages sre inundated
anoually by the overflow of the Bhigirathi, whioh thoroughly
washes ont the village and its surroundings, and sinks rapidly
with the fall of the river, and also that a large proportion of
these villages are very free from jungle.”

The general conclusion arrived at by the officers who con-
ducted the investigation was as follows :—

¢ Malaria appears to be prevalent, and there is a large
mortality directly due to malarin over the whole area visited,
but partioularly in the area lying south of the retired line of the
embankment between the Bhagirathi river and the Gobra
Nullah, and in the Hariharpara thena. The area lying north of
the retired line of the embankment appears to be more healthy,
Average spleen rates have been shown to be highest in villages
with the most jungle, and also in ﬂ'lla.ges and areas where the
sinking of the subsoil water gince the raing has been least, Ifis

G 2
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probable that it is to the combination of these two factors that the
large amount of malaria is due, and not to either of them by itself.”

With reference to the report submitted by the investigating
officers, and also to the facts disclosed by the census of 1901 and
by the thana statistios of vital occurrences, the Drainage Com-
mittes came to the following conclusions :—

“Taking the average aunual distriet death-rate from fever
(1901—1805) as 297 per mille, it may be concluded that the
thanas which exhibit a rate of 25 and under are fairly healthy,
and those in excoss of 40 noticeably the roverse. T'he healthy
thanas of Khargion, Kandi, Barwin, Gokaran and Bharatpur
(constituting the Kandi subdivision) oocoupy a compact blpck in
the south-west corner, while Raghunathganj and Mirzdpur, along
with Bhamsherganj, Suti and Sagardighi (the rates for which
ara only selightly higher) lie to the north-west—all (except
Raghunathganj) to the west of the Bhigirathi. The only other
thanas on that side of the river are Nabagrim, which is neither
specially healthy nor the reverse, and Asinpur, which falls within
the area of high rates. The feverish thonas group themselves in
a well-defined tract, running north to south slong the esst bank
of the Bhégirathi from Bhagwingola, through Manulldbazar,
Shihinager, Daulatbazar, Asinpur (west of the Bhagirathi),
Bujiganj and Goradbazar. The average annual mortality from
fever (1901—1905) in these thanas rune higher than any rates in
either Jessore or Nadia, with the one exception of the Giingni
thaoa in the latter, which exceeds the rate of Bbagwéangola only.
Hariharpéra adjoiniog to the east is only slightly less unhealthy.
The eastern portion of the district, Gowis, Jalangi and Noida,
gtands midway in point of health between {he two areas above
defined.

#The variations in the total population recorded in the three
oensusos, especially during the decade 1891—1901 (the figures for
the earlier ten years were affected by epidemio fever), corroborate
these conolugions in o marked manner, The district as a whole
ghowed a fair increase in population at the last census ( + 66 per
ocent.), but all the noticeably unhealthy thanas, with the exception
of Bhagwingola end Haribarpars, and Gorabasar and Asénpur,
which were practically stationary, showed a fulling off, although
it is to be remarked that the declining prosperity of the trade
- which used to centre around Murshidabad and Cossimbazar
has also contributed to this result, The ouly other deoremse in
Suti, which is & healthy area, was due to emigration, not illness,

‘“Turning to the totals of births and deaths during the five
years 1901 05, we get further evidence to the same effect, All
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the eight thanas mentioned above ns particularly feverish show
an excess of deaths, with the exception of Bhagwingola, in
which the inoreaze was, however, small. The only other thanas
gimilarly sitvated are Jalangi and Nodds, which have not been
classed a8 specially unhealthy, although the fever rate in the
former (367) is considerably above the distriot rate. The
health conditions of the district being so well defined, the local
opinion as to their distribution accords with what has been said
above.

* The recent investigation of Captain Stewnrt and Lieutenant
Proctor touched rapidly the most unhealthy tracts as above
defined, and it is in accordance with the conclusions already
drawn that the tract comprised in the Manullabagar, Shahinagar,
Daulatbazar, Sujiganj, Goribazar and Haribarpira thanes
yielded the high average spleen rate of 62:6. . . The presence
of Leishman-Donovan infection was not to any extent detected,
but this pronouncement should be accepted with caution in view
of the decided opinion of Major Nott, r.m,s, who knew the
district well, given in the apnual sanitary reports for 18904 and
1905, that this disease was unquestionably very prevalent.

“The facts then may be summarised as follows:—(a) Some
portions of the distriet are extremely unhealthy, more so than
Jeesore or Nadia ; other portions are comparatively bealthy. ()
Fever is similarly distributed. (¢) Local investigation has shown
that the fever is malarinl, but the presemce or absence of
Leishman-Donovan infeotion is an open question. (d) The most
malarious thanas are Bhagwingols, Manullibazar, 8bahinagar,
Sujiganj, Gordbagar®, Harisharpira, Asinpur and. perhaps
Jalangi. (&) The lemst malarious areas are comprised in the
whole of Kandi subdivision and in the thanaes of Shamsherganj,
Suti, Raghunathganj, Mirsapur and Bagardighi,”

A further inquiry, whioh lasted six months, was made
during 1908-09 in five representative thanas, vis, Sujiganj,
Daulatbazar, Bhihinagar, Bhagwingola and Shamserganj, by
Major W. H. O. Forster, 1.m.5,, Professor of Pathology in the
Lahore Medical College, who was placed on deputation with the
Bengal Government. One of the principal objects in view was to
ascertain the extent to which Kala dsdr prevailed. The spleen
rate (which was ascertained by examining children under 12
years of age) was found to range from 1 per cent. in Bham-
gherganj to 65 per cent. in Bhahinagar. The thanas in which
the highest total mortality was returned also had the highest

* Now included in Bujiganj.
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spleen rate as shown in the margin. The spleen rate was also
higher in 4il villages than

in villages situated away

Spleon rates, |  Total morlallly. | o om the banka of 4il, being

= | o 42'6 in the former and only

1 Dmmger | ) Seoer™ | 258 in the latter. As
8. glm{:'-;:::g:h- 1« gﬁ:‘ﬁ:;’:ﬁ; however, both malarin and
:: sl.ll'llﬂdlﬂl'gl';ﬂjl B, .Shﬂ.‘lf]lliﬂrp“j‘ Fﬂﬁ A‘d" glvﬂ b gl:lcd tﬂ
splenomegaly (enlargement

of the spleen) and to fever,
the value of the splenicindex as sn indication of malaria wos
rogarded as an open question, snd special attention was paid to
the endemic index, which consists of ascertaining the percentage
of children under 12 yoars of age who have malaria parasites in
their blood. It is, in Major Forster’s opinion, “the most
valuable test for determining the intensity of malaria in sny
area. Whilst the splenio index is open Lo the objection that it
includes all forms of splenomegaly, whether malarial or not,
the endemic index, as a test for the prevalence of malaria, is not
open to any euch objection,” Observations based on the endemio
index gpnd the spleon rates led Major Forster to draw the
following conclusions :—

(1) That there is a definite relationship between spleno-
megaly and the total mortality of the test thanae,

'(2) That the total mortality of the test thanasis largely
tho result of the cperation of the causes of spleno-
megaly.

(3) That, measured by the endemie index, the test thanas are
not strikingly malarious.

(4) That thereis not the relationship between spleen rate
and endemic index which one would expect to find if
the spleen rates were entirely due to malaria.

(4) That the spleen ratesin the district are not due solely
to malaria,

He explained the discrepancy between the spleen rate and
endemic index as being due to Kad 4zd4r, As this disease had
long been recognised by the Civil Surgeon, Colonel Nott, 1.m.s,,
who could skilfully distingunish clinically between a case of Kala
Agir and maleria, Captain Forster worked with him at the
Berhampore hospital and verified the diagnosis by splenio
punoture. He found that half the villages inspected by him in
Bujigenj thana and a quarter in the Bhagwingola thana were
infected, and that the disease seemed to be most prevalent in the
area lying between the Bhagirathi and Chota Bhairab rivers, the
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aven of greatest intensity being between the Bhagirathi and
Gobra Nullah, It was unusual, however, to find more than two
houses in & village infected, and he never saw more than four
typical cases in any village. Further, he was of opinion that the
disense was gradually dying out in the distriet, that it was
no longer epidemie, but had assumed an endemic character, and
in many oasos ran a chronie course; and lhe was inclined to
beliave that there was a comperatively high recovery rate result-
ing in adult immunity, Driefly, his conclusions may be sum-
marized ag follows :—

The feature of the vital statisties of the district is a steadily rising
mortality, which is principally due fo the causes of splenomegaly.
For practical purposes, the caunses of splenomegaly in this distriet
are malarin and Kala Aezdr. The question is—Which of them
is the cause of the rising mortality ¥ 'While admitting that there
is o good deal of malaria of the very worst type (malignant
tertian) in the distriot, he bold that the geady rise in mortality
was due to dla Azar spreading slowly from one part to another.

A few subsidiary points in Major Forster’s report, which are
of some interest, may be mentioned here :—

(1) “Phthisis is not common in the villages, Roughly it may
be said that the larger the village, the greater the probability of
cnses of phthisis beivg present. In municipal towns, however,
& different state of affairs prevails, aud cases of this disesase are
very common indeed. An interesting clinical point in connection
with this disease is the very rapid course it runs as eompared with
cases under similar conditions in Europe.

(2) “The only type of fever at all prevalont was that asso-
ciated with enlargement of the spleen.

(3) “It was anscertained that in 1607, in addition to fever
with enlarged spleen, there had been a great outbreak of small
pox, particularly in the Bhagwangola thana. It appeared that
the chaukiddrs were in the habit of returning deaths from this
disease under the head of fever to avoid the inconvenience of
making daily reports, which are required in cases of epidemio
disease.

(4) “ Whilst it appesrs from observations on the endemio
index that the district of Murshidabid is not strikingly malarious,
it must be remembered that the season 1908-08, during which
these observations were made, was a remarkably healthy year in
the whole of the Presidency Division. On the other hand, the

revious season was one of the worst on record, and if the total
mortality of that season had been largely due to the ravages of
maloria, one would have expeoted to find more marked traces of
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the malaria epidemio than were brought to light in the course of
this inquiry. During o malaria epidemio, and for some time
after, one cowmonly finds that infected children have all three
vurieties of parasites, whereas in this district mixed infection was
the exception, With regard to the varieties of malaria parasites
in the district, it will be noted that, as in the case of the Jessore
district, malignant tertian is the commonest variety."”

Major Forster’s views as to the prevalence of Kala Asar are
not scoepted by Major A. B, Fry, 1.as., Specinl Deputy Banitary
Commissioner for Malaria Reserch, Bengal, who criticizes them
as follows in his First Report on Malaria in Bengal (1912) :—

“ Major I'orster bases his belief that a lorge smount of the
splenomegaly is due to Halr 4zd» on the fact that he found a
low endemic index, which in his opinion did net accord with the
then existing spleen rates. Mnjor Forster records that 186
blood films from patients with ferer gave an endemio index of 84°9
per cent., and that 1,000 blood films collected from selected Sfever
cases by Sub-Assistant Burgeons and examived in Caleutta by two
Agsistant Surgeons gave an endemio index of only 18 per cent.
My figures ure very different. The films collected from selected
fover cases during November gave an index of 79 and 82 per
cent. Even the blood films taken fairly at random and at odd
seasons, as & sample of the child population, give rates consider-
ably higher than Major Forster's. I therefore oriticize his
method. In the first place his films were ocollected by Sub-
Aesistant Burgeons. I tried this; 1,000 blood films were colleated
for me by 24 Sub-Assistant Burgeons, each of whom was provided
with speaially cleaned elides, and each ome was individually
practised by me in the art of taking films. Out.of these 1,000,
only 418 were usable, and they were very bad, being much
heemolysed. Now in Major Forster's report there is no remark
that all had films were scrapped, but 1,547 were examined with
an infection rate of 8'40 percent. I think it possible that a large
number of slides too bad to be of any use were classed as negative
by the microsecpists in Calentts. A second possible explanation
is the fact that the year 1908, when Major Forster was at work,
was the least malarious of any year for 20 years, which is quite
enough to account for the high spleen rate (residual) and very
low endemic index. I thivk that Major Forster’s argament
based on low endemio index therefore fails,

“Touring from village to village, it is impossible to make
splenic punctures. I have seen many chronio Kals Azdr cases in
Fatos and Purnea distriots, and find nothing approaching the
number in this Division. If Kala Asir is at all rife 8s a fatal
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disease, & fair number of advanced wasted cases must be seen,
They are extremely rare in Lower Bengal. In my preliminary
report I wrote that two places in Murshidabad distriot, viz., Tarak-
pur and Choa®, were hot beds of Halt Asdr. I judged on the
ground of an enormous proportion of large spleens and extremely
low endemio index. I have had these places under observation
for 14 years and find that no deaths have ocourred, and all the
children are recovering and their splesns are mueh smaller though
endemic index is very low. They appear to be residual sploens
from an earlier outbreak of malarin. T am of opinion, therefore,
thal splenomegaly is chiefly due to malurin, and that the small
error due to Kile Azdr may safely be neglected,”

As regards the distribution of malaria, Major Fry finds that

Class 1. Class d,

. in the southern portion of the
s _E:E:ﬁ“r' ~ digtriet, and also in a smaller
Clau 2. g;f:::;‘:ﬁ'" area which has its centrs in
Asgnpur. Suki. end around Berhampors, and
E'!:El‘fp‘i":“ﬂd‘* Olaar 6, which spreads to the sonth-
Munullibazar, Barwin, enst, where it merges in the
gi'f:ﬂﬁ‘:t} lorger area. His clussification

Class 8. Kandl, of malarial intensity in the
ﬂ;}:ﬁ“ ﬁ?;;ﬂm:- different thonas, as nvidanaeji
Hagurdighi, . Nobagrim, by the mortality returns, is
Phihinager, Bujaganj. shown in the marginal state-

ment ; the thavas are olassified acoording to the provalance of
the disease, Olass 1 showing the areas in which epidemics are
most frequent and Class 5 those which have the greatest immunity,

The following note on the types of fover prevailing in the
distriot was written in 1906 by the then Civil Burgeon :—

the disease is hyper-endemio-

“A reference to the death rates of the various thanas will Trres or

indicate the porlions of the district in which the higher mortali. ™VE®

ties from fever are met with, but in more genersl terms it may
be stated that the half of the district lying to the east of the river
Bhagirathi has a much higher death rate than the half to the
west, and that, on both sides of that river, the thanas lying to
the south of the distriet return lower death rates than thess on
the same side of the river to the north: the subdivision of Kandi,
extending in the south of the distriot from the Bnagirathi to the
borders of Liirbhiim, is, in this respeet, much the most healthy
part of the distriet. It will be noted that this portim of the
distriot comprises most of the country known as the Rérh, which
is much more undulating and better drained than the part lying

* In Eul!urpim thann.

..{.-.-i
1 o el
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between the rivers Bhagirathi, Ganges and Jalangi., The highest
death rates from fever are met with in the four thanas of Shaha-
nagar, Manullibszar, Daulathazar and Bhagwingola, which are
gitunted betweon the Bhéagirathi to the west and the Ganges
(Padma) to the north and east.

“There ie no reasonable doubt that throughout the district
the majority of the deaths recorded from fever are really due
either to malarial fever (ineluding its eomplications and sequele),
or to the yet ns imperfeotly understood fover which has been
provisionally named cachectio fever, d.e., the fever which is
distinguished by the presence of Leishman-Donovan bodies in the
blood, and is, arcording to our present knowledge, identical with
the Kula Azdr of Assam. This will be referred to later, after
noticing the evidence of the presemce of other specific fevers,
which, if notof importance in considering the death rate, are of
considerable clinical import. It seems hardly necessary to remark
that a percentage of deaths are rofurned under the head of fever
which have been.due to systematic disease, of which a rise of
temperature is one of the most apparent symptoms, These
inalude tuberoulosis, which certainly in the towns iz very pre-
valent, pneumonis, influenza, and even infantile contagious
disenses, such as measles.

“The gpecific fevers which are met with, excluding malarial
and onchectic (Leishman-Donovan) fevers, are enteric fever,
filarial fever and, more doubtfully, n continued fever, neither
enterio nor malarial, which corresponds to the urban type of
fever described by COrombie, and which is as yet the subject of
much disoussion ; the microscopioal pathologiste mostly deny its
existence, and the clinicians feel, on the other hand, that there is
a discase having o fever of a continued type, which is seldom
fatal, but of which the pathology has not yet been worked out,
gome believing it the justly called paratyphoid.

s Enleric fevar,—It is impossible to give any opinion whether
this disense is at all common in the villages amongst the ordinary
agrioultural population, and whether the theory is a true one tha
the majority of native children suffer from typhoid fever in a
mild form in early life and then become immune. There is no
ovidence whatever of such being the case, but it is impossible to'
deny that such may be the case, and that it has as yet escaped
detection. As regards the towns, and especially as regards
Berhampore, its presence both amongst the European and native
population has been definitely ascertained, As regards Europeans,
the record is mot & very bad ome. The European troops were
moved finally from the cantonments before the days of acourate
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diagnosis of fever had arrived, but tradition points to their having
suffered more from dysentery and chronie forms of fever thanp
from enteric. But within the last ten years reliable informalion
from European sources pointa to some ten cnses of enterio having
been diagnosed definitely by the Oivil Eurg‘ﬂuu of the time, and
of these one or fwo were futal. During the last 23 Years
that the writer has seen practically every case of continued fever
among Huropeans, there has ouly been omne case of which there
has been any reasonable suspicion that it was enterio,

“ Amongst natives, the jeil records show one death in 1903
verified by post-mortem. The writer's own observations do not
point to it being frequent amongst the hetter clags of native
residents, He has, however, ventured fo disgnose definitely a
few coses in consultation, and one or two cases amongst police
constables. There have been mno cases in the jail hospital and
very few in the obarifable dispensary which gave rise to any
suspicion. The hot wenther months, March to June, have heen
the time when the cases diagnosed as enteric, and those giving
rise to a doubtful disgnosis, have mostly ocourred, As regnrds
Buropeans, it may be noted that the population of late years has
been much reduced, and very few of those remaining are of the
most susoeptible age. The water-supply, on the whole, during
the last five or six years has been good.

“ Fevers of filarial origin—Two varieties are noticed, and,
although no doubt both varieties are pathologically identical, yet
they present well-marked and easily recognized differences—

‘(1) A disease which is characterized by a high fever of g
continued type lasting generally three or four days and reourring
at irregular and often lengthy intervals. In this type there is a
distinet initial vigour, and it has & superficial resemblance to g
pernicious form of malarial fever, but & moderate enlargement
of the inguinal or femoral glands is always detectabls, and, on
examination of the blond, filarisl embryos are almogt always
found. This type ~of fever is not associated wiih elephantoid
enlargement of the lower extremities or enlargement of the
gevital organs, It may be that in a laterstage such may develop,
but observations and inquiries from patients who haye such
enlargements point to it being vnoommon to have such a pralimi.
nary stage, and doubtless the blocking of lymphatios is not g
necessary result of the presence of adult filaria, The filazia]
embryos that have been found are usuaslly the Filaria Nﬂﬂturm,
but varieties corresponding to Filarin Ozzardii have heen detected

*(2) The regularly recurring attacks of fever associated with
enlargement of the lower extremities or genital organs. This is
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the type which is popularly believed to recur at the same phase
of the moon., That there is some truth in this is believed by
most medieal practitioners who have had coneiderable acquaintance
with the disease.”

“ There is a belief amonget medical practitioners that filarial
diseases are largely confined to people living within five or six
miles of the river Bhégirathi, bul I myself have been unable to
entirely corroborate this viow, i

“ Nfalarial fevers—In the town of Berhampore the type is
most commonly malignant tertian, the temperature ourve being
of a remittent type. All olinical varieties are met with in the
town from mild cases lasting for three or four daye to the severest
malignant type ; thus, comatose, algide and hyperpyrexial forms
are frequently met with, Typical intermittent types are rare
in the town, and it must be said that it is rather the exception
than the rule to find malarial organisms in the peripheral blood,
though from the clinical symptoms there is no doubt of the
malarial character of the fever. In the mufassal villages, on
the other hand, typical intermittent types are quite common;
quotidian, tortian and quartan fevers are all met with, Ina
considerable number of villages within easy reach of Berhampore
quartan fever is quite common : this is rather against the usual
experience in Lower bengal, Out-patients come to the dispen-
sary, and, without prompting, acourately prognosticate the day
of the oneet, and volunteer that they are free from fever for two
days. These quartan oases are meb with at all times of the year;
they attract partioular motice in the earlier months of the year
when other forms of malarial fever are uncommon.

“Both simple tertiana and well-merked double tertians are
moderately common in villagers coming to the Berhampore
dispensary, though well-marked simple tertian is less so than
non-typal varieties, All these types of intermittent are very
amenable to treatment by quinine. The spleen iz commenly
enlarged, but of a different character to the enlarged spleen of
cachectio fever. The following are villages in the vicinity of
Berbsmpore from which well-marked cases of quartan fever
habitually present themselves :—Nawada, Sailadinga, Bohara,
Pulinda, Mehdipur, Bésudebpur, Haidarpur, Gajadharpur,
Panchitia, Sialmara, Majde, Uttarpara, Rukanpur, Karigasi,
Kaya snd Palaspukur.

« Ohronie Cacheotio feoer—~A large number of cases of the type
of disease which was formerly ocalled malarial cachexin attend-
the hospital and can be met with on the roads; and no doubt in
the more unhealthy villages to the east of the Bhagirathi a-



PUBLI0 HEALTH. a3

considerable proportion of the inhabitants are affected, In
Berhampore itself few, if any, such cases ocour The symptoms
aro marked cachexia with pigmentation of the skin, great anmmia,
great enlargement of the epleen with muoh induration, snd =
long continued fever of an irregular character and generally very
low degree. The coses are very protracted, but generally end
in death, cedema of the extremitics end disrrhoea being the
terminal symptoms, There is no doubt that thess cnses are
identical with the disease called cacheotic fover, and on examina-
tion no doubt the Leishman-Donovan bodies would be found,
Ohoa and Daulatibid send some of the most severe and typicsl
ocases to the Berhampore Diepensary.”

The record of infirmities whioch was made duriog the 00n8US [ymmuyr.
of 1911 shows that the distriot contains 1,023 insane persons Tims.
(including inmates of the lunatio asylum), 885 deaf-mutes, 1,527
blind persons and 780 lepers. The murginal statement shows
the ratio of the afflicted of each
Inflrmity. Male, | Female.| gox per 100,000 of the popula-
tion: in working out the propor-

Inasno 8 18 | tion for insane persons, all inmates
cracneclili.d (T8 B lunatic asylim who were
Lepars o 24 | born outside the distriet have

been excluded, so as to obtain
only the incidence for the district-born population. Blindness is
more common than in any other distriot of Bengal, while the
incidence of leprosy is the highest outside the leper-centres of
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The Berhampore Dispensary, which was started in 18Z5,
has been greatly improved, during the present century, by the
addition of a female ward for in-patients, the construction of a
cottege ward and the addition of a separate out-door dispensary
from a donation of Ra, 6,000 given by R&ja Jogendra Naréysn
Ray Bahadur of Lialgola for the purpose.  With the help of a
further gift of Re. 5,000 from the eame gentleman, a new
operation room has been built, which is well equipped in every
detail. Further, an eye hospital has been constructed ; the Réaja
Bahadur has given Rs. 20,000 for the building and Ke. 64,000
for the maintenance of 16 beds in it, In addition to these
munificent donations, he has given o lakh of rupees for the
upkeep of the female portion of the hospital. New buildings have
also been erected to provide quarters for the Assistant Surgeon,
the pursing sisters, the lady dootor and some of the hospital
gervants. The hospital has been fortunate in securing the
gervices of threo Italian nursing sisters to look after the patients,
and has thereby largely enhanced ite populsrity., It is a third
olass dispemsary. Its income in 1911 was derived from the
following sources :—Municipal grant Rs. 2,660, District Board
grant Re. 5,000, Government grant Re. 3,976, private subsorip-
tions Re. 86,678 end other sources Rs. 7,874

The Murshidabad (Lalbagh) Dispensary has also been greatly
improved of late years as regards accommodation, equipment and
general working. Quarters have been built for the staff. It has
attached to it o lady doctor, for whom quarters have been
Yuilt, and it appears to be gaining both in attendance and
popularity. It is n third class dispeneary. Its incomein 1911 was
made up 88 follows :—Municipel grant Rs. 2,367, District Board
grant Ra. 180, Government grant Re, 1,295, private subsoriptions
Rs. 1,186 and other sources Rs, 181,

The Jangipur Dispensary was first founded in 1864, and re-
organized in 1873, Up to the Iatter date it had been merely
a small and not very efficient establishment in connection with
the subdivisional lock-up. But at the commencement of 1873
o meeting was held of the inhabitants, who guaranteed a local
subseription of Re. 500 per anoum, and forwarded a request to
Government for a separcte dispeneary under ‘a special dootor.
It is a third class dispensary. Its income in 1911 was obtained
from the following sources :—Municipal grant Rs 2,100, District
Board grant Rs. 1,500, Government grant Re. 679, private sub-
soriptions Re. 997 and other sources Rs. 1,118,

The Azimgonj Dispensary was founded in 1866 by Rai
Dhanpst Singh Dahadur, and was transferred to a new building
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in 1909. This building was erected from a donation of Rs. 15,000
given by Rai Dhanpat Bingh Naulikhs Bahédur, who made a
further gift of Re: 2,000 for out-houees, besides giving Rs. 1,300
for levelling the site and Rs, 1,000 for the equipment of the
dispensary. It is o third class dispensary. Itsincomein 1911
was o8 follows:—Municipal grant Bs, 2,247, Lisirict Board
grant Rs. 120, Government grant Rs. 1388, private subsoriptions
Rs. 1,641 and other sources Rs. 3.

The Xandi Dispensary, the full title of which is the Kandi
@irish Ohendra Hospital, owes its establishment to the genercsity
of the late Kumar Girish Chandra Sinha of Paikpra, who
bequoathed the sum of Ra. 1,256,000 for its construction and
maintenance, It wae built at a cost of Ra. 10,000 and
was opened in 1888, It is maintained from the interest of the
endowment, which smouuts to Iis. 1,60,400 invested in Govern-
ment promiseory notes, supplemented by an annual graut of
Rs. 600 from the local municipality, In 1908 a new out-door
blook for male patients was erected, and a tank for the use of the
hospital was re-excavated,

There is a central lunatic asylum at Berhampore, which is gy amo
accommodated in part of the old barracke. It was opened in Asvrox

1874 (prior to which the ssylum was in an old unhealthy build-
ing at Maiddpur, three miles from the civil station) and was
enlarged in 1905 at a cost of three lakhs. It has accommodation
for 683 male and 127 female lunatics, but, in spite of this, it is
overcrowded and has for some years past been condemmed as
below the standard of modern requirements,

Inooulation for small-pox appears formerly to have been & Vaoommi

common practice in Murshidibad. Forty years ago the Civi] rox.

Surgeon wrote:-—* There is a large number of Hindus and some
Musalmans from Bihar and the North-West residing in the
district, who sbsolutely refuse to have themselves and fhejr
children vacoinsted. These people therefore suffer most; and
when smsll-pox gots among them, it continues for a long time.
They do not isolate the attacked to prevent contagion ; th oy buy
and sell, and wash end go into the infected houses, utterly
regardless of the result. One woman told me letely : <If Kajj
takes my child, she will. It is not onr custom to offend her by
vaccination.” BStopping’ inoculation has had one good effeqt -
the inoculators are now taking to vaccinstion as & means 0%
living.”

The practice has not yet died out, foreven 10 years ago it
was reported :—" Vaccination is compulsory only in the towns, and
the people in the villages (as is generally the practios with the
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people of Bengal) are inoculated from the virus of small-pox
teken from human patients. The operation is performed by
village barbers or men who are held in repute in the village for
ouring small-pox.” The statistics compiled annually show a
steady increase in the number of successful vaccinations, viz., from
87,980 representing 82 per mille of the population in 1¥00-01 to
46,240 or 87 per mille in 1610-11.
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OHAPTER V.

AGRICULTURE,

The whole district, with the exception of the small Gexmms
portion which lies to the north of the entrance of the gy
Bhagirathi, is divided into two tracts of nemrly equal size
by that river. The characteristics of these two divisions
are quite distinet both as regards the configuration of the
country and the kind of crops cultivated, as well as the sort
of weather required for their oultivation. The Bagri or eastern
helf is, as & rule, low and subject to inundation, but the
alluvial soil is very fertile. The principal crops are aus or early
rice and jute, and when they are off the ground abundant cold-
weather crops are raised; but in the low lands to fhe south.
enst, over the troct known as the Kalantar, practically the
only erop is dwan or winter rice, which depends on floods for
sucoessfnl cultivation. In the Rérh or western portion,
on the other hand, and algo in thane Shimsherganj and the
northern part of thana Buti, the land is gemerally kigh, but
intersected with numerous &% ond old beds of rivers, Winter
rice is the main staple grown on the hard dlay of the Rirh,
and the cold-weather crops are few, but sugar-sane, mulberry,
tobaooo, potatoes and various vegetables are also grown.

Owing to differences of gituation and surface, and of
the nature of the crops grown, these two portions of the
distriet sre differently affected by the weather. Thus, for the
eastern half, early raine are needed in April and May for
the proper oultivation of the aus crop, snd steady but not
too heavy falls until the crop is reaped in Avgust; a
premature break-up of the rains is undesirable, as also are, very
heavy falls when the cold-weather orops are in the ground ;
finally, some rain is wanted during the cold season. For dman
rice, the great staple of the western half of the district, it
is not so important that there should be early rain, though
it is of advantage that the land should be prepared in
good time for the reception of the seed. What is wanted
above all is steady rain in the months of July, August, Septem-
ber and the early part of Ootoher, without lonE intervals of dry

H
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scorching weather : this is especially the case when the seedlings
have been trapsplanted from the nurseries,

The country to the west is highly oultivated and, except for
bils and marshes and o few patches of jungle, there is compara-
tively little waste land : even the beds and banks of the nullahs
and ils, as they dry up, are tilled to the fullest extent. The
fields of the high lands are almost exclusively devoted to the
production of rice. The land, where sloping, is terraced ench
field having a bepk round it to retein the water for the
rice crop. When rain is defloient, the fields in the vicinity of
tanks, which sbound in the western portion of the district, are
irrigated from them. This part of the country is prettily
wooded with mango, banyan, pipal, sakwa and palm trees; and
on some uncultivated patches of land custard apple and gdman
bushes form a thick underwood, The produce of the northern
low lands consists of abundant and luxuriant orops of different
kinds of paddy, gram, peas, mustard, different kinds of pulse,
mulberry, pdn, yams, and in the vicinity of villages different sorts
of vegetables. In the Bagri or eastern half large orops of red
chillies are grown, The principal trees are those above enu-
merated, together with babul, jack, safriam, tamarind, papeya,
bel, kath, guluria, plantain, jomalyota, dsan, fan-leaf and date
palm trees and mangoes.

In the vicinity of the bils, boro dhdn, a coarse grained rice, is
planted largely. As the bil water dries up, this is transplanted
into the bil lands, and is harvested in the latter end of March
and April. The lovg sloping banks of nullahs and kials yield
good crops of mustard, wheat, and other grains, The richest soil
and that least liable, from height or locality, to inundation, is,
ochosen for the cultivation of mulberry and is called #u¢ land,
The fields thus selected require a fresh layer of good earth every
seoond year, In the course of time they thus Lecome raised
above the surrounding country five or six feet high, still further
geouring the young plants from beivg drowned by the lodgment
of water. 1he average rent of such land is from three fo five
times that of any other, exoept pdn gerdens: these command
the highest rent of all, for very rich soil, well raised, is required
for the growth of pdn, Sugar-cane cultivation is carried on to a
gmall extent in the west and eonth-west. Date palm trees are
chiefly oultivated for the prepaxation of toddy, but little date-
sugar being made in the district.

Inzaci- Artificial irrfigation is largely practised in the Rarh, and but
0¥,  galdom in the Bagri. In the former tract, owing to the conforma-
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tion of the country and the quality of the soil, the crops are almost
dependent upon an artificial supply of water; whereas, in the
&lluvial land between the Ganges and the Bhagirathi, the rainfall
and the annual inundations of the rivers furnish sufficient
moisture for the erops. Irrigation is conducted either from the
bils and tanks, or by leading the water from natural channels.
Trrigation wells and artificial canals do not exist.

The machinery employed is of a simple character. Where the
dip is great, a bucket is slung at one end of a long bamboo, and
the other end is weighted, generally with a lump of stiff olay,
This machine, which is known as dhenkli, is dipped and worked
by & single man. Fora small lift the domga or hollowed-out
palm-tree is used, The smaller end is fixed on a pivot between
two posts, on a level with the channel into whioh the water is o
be poured, the larger end being dipped into the water below.
To this is attached, from above, a long bamboo, weighted with
olay at the further end, in order to counterbalance the water in
the dip-end of the donpd. This engine can be worked by one
man, L'he siund, or small bamboo and reed basket, is also wused
for the.same purpose, It is made ofa very flat shape, and is
slung by four strings. Two men, one on either side of the water-
out, take a string in each hand, and by alternately lowering and
raising the basket ewing up the water expeditiously into the flelds
ahove,

Beveral kinds of soils are recognised, Mdthal or methel i a
clayey soil, whioh splits up in the hot weather, and is tenaciounsly
muddy after rain, There are various sub-divisions according to
colour, consistency, eto., 6.g., hende mddhdl is black and tenacious,
bigh mathal is brown, and ranga mdthdl, which is found on the
west of the Bhagirathi is red with a tinge of yellow. The
common name for loamy soil is deash, of which several varieties
are recoguized, such as pali' (light brown), shampali (ash-coloured),.
doma (dark red), ete. These are all very fertile and produce all
kinds of orops. Mefebali is the name for a sundy loam ; if it has
a large percentage of eand, it is called dowabdli  Balior bee is a
gandy soil found on the banksor in the beds of rivers. Itis
unprofitable till a clayey silt has been deposited, when it bears a
high value, and is chiefly used for vegetables,

Cultivated Jand, as distinguished from soi, is arranged in thres
olasses with reference to their degrees of fertility, viz., dwal or
first class, doem or second class and siyum or third class, Apart
from these geuerie groups, six distinot classes are recogmised, viz.
—(1) sali, (2) do, (3) Jedangd, (4) olan, (B) dihi tut, (6) mathal
tut and (V) gohuni.

H 2
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Of sa/ land there are three kinds, Tirst olass saf land
will bear three crops in the year—a erop of rice, a orop of Alesdri
(Lathyrus sativas) and a orop of #if (kashta ¢il) : this fif has a sced
somewhat lighter in colour and larger than that of the krishna £
or black #il (Besamurm orientale), Sddi land of the eecond class
is o little poorer in quality. The best sali land lies a little lower
than that of second class, and therefore, when rain falls, gets all
the silt of the higher levels. It is also easier to irrigate. Sali
lond of the seeomd class yields two erops, dman rice and ¢/, the
out-turn being about one-third less. Third class sdfi land is
situated still bigher. The yield of rice is still smaller than that
of second class sali land and about half that of first-class land.
High lands capable of bearing cold weather orops are called sona
in distinction from low sd# rice lands.

Do land bears aus or sutumn rice, and also the following
orops i—bi¢ or gram, musuri, peas, wheat, #isi or linseed, mustard,
khesari, ¢il (Besamum orientale) and sugar-cane. Do land is more
ooveted than safi, and commands a higher rent, because there is
a greater ohoice of crops and therefore less risk of total failuve,
It is divided into two classes. In the first olass, rice is
either sown broadoast or (more usually) transplanted from the
nursery. The prooess is the same as for dman rice; but the
aus rice ripens earlier, and is eut in Beptember or Ootober.
The land. is then manured aud again ploughed, and & cold-
weather crop (any of those mentioned above, except #i/ and
sugar-cane) is sown broadeast and ploughed in. After the cold-
weather orop is laken off the ground, the land is frequently
manured again and ploughed, and is then sown with #i.
When this has been reaped, the tim3 for rice sowing has come
round again. Sugar-came is grown om do land as a single
orop.

Second olass do land is not so easily irrigated as the first
olass, and is also inferior in yield. The same crops may be
grown in this as in do land of the first olass; or, instead of the
cold-weather orops mentioned above, onione or garlic may be
raised.

Jeddnga is a bigh, poor land—niras, or juiceless, is the wurd
used to describe it : it is found near homesteads, and also in the
open piains. The crops grown upon it are arfiar (Cylisus eajan),
son or Indian hemp (Orotolaria juncea), and bdigun or brinjal
(Solanum melongena). Orchurds or groves of mango, jack and
other fruit trees are also to be found on this land. Other crops
are not grown. The land is difficult of irrigatipn, and bears but
ope crop in the year.
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Olan is land covered with gilt along the river banks, It is very
fertile, but liable to inundation, as its name (olan, low) indicates.

It is generally devoted to the growth of cucurbitaceous plants,
such ns the following:—furmus or water-melon, kankur, Iiw,
uehho, karald and khero,

Mulberry lands are of two kinds, known as diki (ué and mathdal
tut., The first is high land near the village, and is particularly
favourable to mulberry cultivetion. Maehal tué is high land in
the open, away from the villages; it is not so strong as the
diki fug.

According to the statistics for the year 1911-12, the neb Amma
oultivated area is 906 square miles, or two-fifths of the district J5n% .
area. A considerable portion of the soil bears double crops in fhe iox,
yoar, the aren cropped more than once amounting to 832 square
miles or over & third of the cultivated area. Current fallows
naocount for 682 square miles and oultivable waste (other than
fullow) for 417 square miles, while the ares mot available for
cultivation is 235 square miles.

Rice is by far the most important crop, being raised on Pemor.
788 equare miles or 87 per cent. of the cullivated area. T2%
Other cereals ond pulses ocoupy 248 square miles, the ’
greater part of which is under gram, wheat and harley.
Murshidabad is one of the few Bengal distriots in which wheat
and barley are produced to any cousideranble extent. Oilseeds,
such os linseed, ¢/ or gingelly, rape and mustard, have o total
area of 56 square miles, and jute of 48 square miles. The area
sown with jute veries according to the seasons and the price
obtained for the fibre ; and the figure quoted is considerably below
the normal, which is 62 square miles, Sugar-cane and tobacco
are cultivated fo a small extent.

The rice crop is divided into two great classes, knmown as Riee
dman and aus. The dmon or haimantik is the prineipal erop of.
the district, and vonstitutes the bulk of the rice that iz consumed
by the well-to-do classes, and exported to foreign merkets. It is
sown in July and August, occasionally ns late as September, and
reaped in December and January, It generally undergoes one
tronsplantation, but sometimes it is allowed to grow up asitis
sown broadesst. Well-watered or marshy lands are best suited
to its cultivation, though it can be grown oo high lands. The
aus orop, which is sometimes also called dhadai, from the pame of
the month in which it is reaped, is sown in April and May and
harvested in August and September. It is & coarser kind of rice,
and is chiefly retained in the district as the food of the lower
classes, It is ususlly grown on dry land, and never in the
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marshes. Convenience of irrigation iz the ciroumstance that
mainly governs the selection of land for its cultivation: fields
which border on rivers or Ahdl are most frequently chosen. It is
sown broadeast and not transplanted. There iz one variety of
the aus orop, the cultivation of which differs comsiderably from
that which has beon just deseribed. It is distingumished from the
common bhadai by the name of kdrfiki, and is also known as
fhanti, It is sown in July and reaped in October. It grows for
the most part on moist lands, and is sometimes transplanted.

There are two minor crops known as boro and jali. The boro
is a coarse kind of marsh rice, sown in” Jannary or February
and reaped in April, May or June. It grows on swampy lands,
the sides of tanks, or the beds of dried-up water-courses. The jali
rice is not much oultivated. It is sown in spring and reaped
during the rainy season. It grows on low river banks, which
remain moist even during the hot months owing to subsoil
percolation.

Rice, when in the eeed, is called &y or bickdn; when it
germinates, ankur ; the young plant is siwali; the fall-grown
plant, gdehh-dhdn ; just before it is in the ear, fhor ; when in ear,
phula. The grain until it is husked is known as dhdn; after
husking it becomes ehdul; and when cooked it is bldt or anna.

The preparations made from rice are—(1) khai, which is
paddy or unhusked rice merely parched, the husks separating
from the grain during the process of parching ; (2) murki, which is
khai dipped in boiled gur or molasses ; (3) muri, & peculiar kind of
husked rice, fried ; (4) eAird, unhusked rice whioh, after being boiled,
is husked and beaten flat; (5) chdul bhdsd, or ordinary parched
rice; and (G) pisfak, or home-made cakes of parched or husked
rice ground into flour. Pistak or pitha includes the following
varieties :—(1) puli; (2) saru chah¥, which consists of ground
rioe made into thin ehapdlis ; and (3) malpud, which is composed
of ground rice fried in oil or ghi, together with plantains and
eweebmeats,

Cereals other than rice comprise wheat and barley (both
of which are sown in October and November and reaped in
" March and April) and the following coarser grains—(l) bhura,
(2) chind, (3) kodo, (4) marud, (5) kowdin, (6) sial nsjs and (7)
syamd. These geven are all sown in April or May and reaped in
August or September. For eating they are either boiled entire
like rice or ground into flour, Moaize (bhuita), oats (&) and
bagra are aleo cultivated, but only to a small extent,

Grem (chénd, chhold, or buf) is eown in October and
November and reaped in February and March, The pulses
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cultivated are of various sorts, and include (1) common kaldi,
whioh is sown in October and reaped in Jeanuary, (2) mds-kaldi,
sown in September and reaped in January, (3) mug, sown and
reaped ot the same time as the preceding, (4) arlar, sown in
April and reaped in March and (5) musuri, sown in October and
reaped in February and March. Kurti keldi is sown in August
and reaped in December and January. Xhesdri is also sown in
October and reaped in February and March, The khesdri orop
is sown smong the rice, as it begins to ripen, in moist and
muddy lavd., This erop requires no care, end ripens in Philgun
(February-March), when it is eut and threshed.

Mustard (sarishd) iz sown in October and reaped in Decems- Ofl-scede.
ber sud January, Linceed (fisi) is sown in October and reaped
in February snd March. Sesamum (fif) is sown inJuly and
August and resped in Decomber and January.

The actnal quantity of Jand given vp to jute varies consi- Jute,
derably acoording to the prices which the produce commands in
the market, but on the whole it shows a steady tendency
to increase. In 1901-02 the normal acreage under jute was
only 21,700 acres, the amctual area under the orop in that year
being 24,000 acres, whereas the corresponding figures for 1911
12 are 39,800 and 27,700 acres respectively,

The seasons for sowing and growth are the same as for aws
or early rice. Affer the usual plonghing the seed is sown
broadoast from the middle or end of March to the beginning of
June, and the plant is generally out from the middle of August
to the middle of Ootober, by which time it has attained a height
of five to ten feet. L'he stalks, when cut, are made up into
bundles and immersed in some pool, tank or stream, and left to
eteep ; this process is called retting. ‘While the bundles are
under water, they are examined from time to time to sse how far
decomposition has proceeded As soon as it is found that the
- fibre will peel off easily from the stem, the bundles are taken
out, and the stalks are heaten or shaken in the water till the
glutinous substance in the bark is entirely washed away.

The fibre is then dried in the sun, and, when dry, is8 made up
into hanks (gant) and sold to agents, who consign it to the jute
and mills,

Mulberry cultivation is of considernble importance in Murshid- Mrsomrza.
abad. ‘The plant (Morns indica) requires a light soil above flood ™ °
level with good drainage. It ie propagated from ocuttings and Milberry
cultivated like a shrub, The planta are arranged in lines 1} to tin,
2 foet apart and are pruned so as to prevent them reaching a
height of more than 1% to 2 feet, In the way the plants are
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laid down in lines and regularly pruned, the cultivation resembles
that of tea. Plucking of leaves goes on throughout the year, but
the ohief seasons are April, June and November., The mulberry
fields have generally embankments round them, which gives them
o ourious chess-board appearance, The principal centres of
cultivation are called gudrs.

For mulberry cultivation, the ground is first plovghed three
timesin Bhidra (August-S8eptember), and is afterwards dug up
with the hoe, and well manured. In Aswin (September-October)
the outtings are planted, the ground watered, and the earth
pressed down ; in ten or twelve days the outtings bogin to
spront, In IKartik (Oectober-November) the gtound mnst be
dug and the plants earthed wp. In Chaitra (March-April) a
top-dressing of mud from the bottom of a tank is spread over
the field. During the hot weather irrigation must be kept up,
and during the rains the field must be weeded monthly. In
Bhadra (August-September), after the fixst year of growth, the
plants should be pruned.

The crop is o risky one, for, should the worms die, the
mulberry leaf becomes a drug in the market, Mulberry fields
are more valuable than any others, except the little plots om
which pdn is grown ; but, as the quality of the silk mainly depends
on o full supply of good and fresh loaves to the worms, the
demand for mulberry constantly fluctnates according as silk-
worms are plentiful or otherwise. When worms are plentiful,
the leaf fotobes a high price, and the gain to the mulberry
grower is great; when the worms fail, it is merely used as
fodder for cattle.

Indigo The cultivation and manufscture of indigo used to be an

:;'::E“‘ industry of covsiderable importance in Murshidabad. It
flourished in the first half of the nineteenth century, but fell
ot after the indigo riots of 1860, of which an account is given
below. The disturbances were partioularly disastrous to this
distriot, which witnessed the most eerious caso of loss of life
which took place in an attack upon a factory. The industry,
though badly shaken, survived till the early years of this
century, when it was extinguished by the rise in the cost of
labour nnd the competition of the cheaper synthetic dye made
in Gormany. The proprietors of large concerns have now
sold their lands or have become receivers of rent from lands
which grow country produce. Many ruined factories may
be seen in various parts of the distriet, but more espeoially
in the Bagri or eastern half, where the principal concerns were
located.
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During the first half of the nineteenth century the district
became dotted with indigo concerus, owned by Huropean
oapitalists or by proprietors backed by money advamced by
agonts in Calontta. The high prices which the dye fetched in
the market ensured large profits, and money was plentiful with
the planters, The ryots eagerly took advances to grow the
plant, and its cultivation steadily increased. After 1850,
however, the prospects of the industry beoame overclonded,
There was o real and widespreed discontent smong the eulti-
vators, which was the resultant of several eombived couses, As
the concerns increased in size, the European managers and
aesistanis could give less personal supervision, and their under-
lings had more independent control, which they used to chent
and fleece the cultivators. The latter sunk into a state of chronio
indebtednees to the factories on nccount of the advances which
went on in the books from father to son. These were a sourcs
of hereditary irritation, whioh became inflimed whenever bad
geasons obliged the planters to put pressure on the ealtivators
to make them pay up; and for some years previous to 1860
there had been bad harvests and high prices, which made them
feel the pinch. Added to this was the fact that there had heen
a rise in the price of ordinary country crops, which made their
cultivation more paying than that of indigo, while the raiyats were
precluded from growing them by their engagements to the
factories, At the same time the conmstruction of the Eastern
Bengal State Railway line led to a sudden rise in the price of
labour, with which the planters failed to keep pace ; and some of
the badly managed factories had recourse to illegal practices to
enforce the cultivation of indige. The unrest was fanned by
sgitators, and a rumour having been started that Government
itself was opposed to the cultivation, the ryots at length boy-
cotted it.

At first, all the planters suffered equally, the good with
the bad, and for some time were at the mercy of the culti.
vators. Those of them who had acted on their own judge-
ment, and sown their lands with indigo in the terms of the
contracts which they had entered into with the factories, were
soized and beaten by mobs of angry peasants. The Benga)
Government endeavoured to arrest the movement, and eventunlly
passed Act XI of 1860 “to enforce the fulflment of indigo
contracts, and to provide for the appointment of a commission of
enquiry.” This commigsion sat during the hot weather of 1880,
and its report was submitted in August of the same year, The
Eaﬁﬂ-al oonclusion at which it arrived was that the cause of the
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ovils in the aystem of indigo oultivation as then practised was to
be found in the faot that the manufacturer required the ryot to
furnish the plant for a payment not nearly equal to the cost of
its production, and that it was to the system, which was of vary
long standing, rather than to the planters themselves, that blame
attached. The only remedy recommended by the commission
which it was in the power of Government to apply was e good
and effeotive administration of the law as it stood,

The moral effect of the temporary Aot of 1860, and the publie
ngsurance given to the ryots that proved grievances would be
romedied for future seasons, wns such that most of the planters
were able to complete their spring sowings, but as sutumn came
on the state of affairs became very ecritical. Lord Canping
wrote :—" 1 assure you thal for about a week it ocaused me
more anxiety than I have had since the deys of Delhi" and
“1 felt that a shot fired in anger or fear by one foolish planter
might put every factory in Lower Bengsl in flames.” Towards
the end of September the Goverument of Tndia authorized the
issue of a notification in the affected distriols to disabuse the
minds of the rural pnpulation of the erromeous impression that
Government was opposed to the cultivation of indigo. They
were assured that in future their right to free action in
regard to indigo, as in regard to all other crops, would bo
respected, All parties were warned against having rocourse to
violent or unlawful proceedings; and Government announced its
intention not to re-enact the tewporary law of 1860, Reports
that the ryots would oppose the Oolober sowings led Govern-
ment to strengthen the military police in the indigo districts, and
to send two gun-boats to the rivers of Nadia and Jessore, and
Native Infantry to the headquarters stations of these two
distriots.  Further steps were taken to prevent disturbances
during the next sowing season. For a long time however
there was & complete overthrow of the industry in the indigo
districts (Murehidabad, Nadii, Jessore, Pibna and Faridpur).
By degrees, as the excitement cooled down, those fmctories which
had been most carefully managed before the disturbauces
recovered ; and eventually most of the concerns which were well
backed by capital succeeded in weathering the storm. They
were, in faot, carried on until the invention of synthetio indigo
redvoed the price of the natural dye to such an extent as
practically to destroy the industry.

In the south-west of the district, at the confluence of the Mor
and the Dwarka rivers, there is a tract of low-lying country,
known as the Hijal, which is nsed for pasturing cattle. During
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the raius it is covered with water, and produces aus and bore rice ;
but during the dry season the (GGoilas drive thither numerons herds
of cattle, Besides the Hijil, thers are numerous smaller spols of
pasturage ground scattered aver the district.

Cattle fairs are held at Panchamdi and Télibpur in the
Kandi sabdivision and occesionally at DBhabta, Lalgala and
Beldanga in the S8adar subdivision.

An agrioultural and industrial exhibition is held at Banjetia Aem-
every year in the middle of Februsry, alt which prizes are EI.':::?T'
awarded to successful exhibitors. The cost is borne by Maharajn .
Manindra Chandra Nandi of Cossimbazar, and the Government

Agricaltural Department generally makes a grant of Rs. 250.

o
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OHAPTER VL

NATURAL CALAMITIES.
Tur first famine of which there is any detailed record is that

Pawino of of |769-70, which was o calamity of the first magnitade in this

IT68-70,

and the neighbouring districts. The following ncoount is faken
mainly from the statements made atthe time by Mr. Becher,
Resident at the Darbéxr of Murshidabad, which are quoted in
Bir George Campbell's Memoir on the Famines which affected
Bengal in the ZLast Century. The first allusion to the im-
pending distress wans made in August 1769, when Mr. Becher
reported *“the alarming want of rain which has prevailed through-
out all the upper parte of Bengal, both the last and this season,
and partionlarly the latter, to a degres which has not been known
in the memory of the oldest man.” On 26th August he added,
“There is great reason to apprehend that in all the distriets to
the northward of Nadia the crops of rice will be very short
indeed. Since the season for rain began, they have hardly had
any ; and if God doce not soon bless this country with plentiful
showers, the most fatal consequences will emsne-—not omly a
reduction in the revenues, but a scene of misery and distress
that is a constant attendant on famine.” All through the
alosing months of 1768 the drought continued, and the worst
anticipations were realized.

In the beginning of February 1770, the Resident, in conjune-
tion with the authorities of Murshidabad, arranged to have rice
distributed daily in the city at six places, at half o seer to each
pergon. The Government, in reply, informed him that he might
be assured of their concurrence in measures for the relief of
the poor, and earnestly recommended his taking every step
towards that purpose. On the 30th March he stated that the
distriots which had more particularly suffered by the unfavour-
ableness of the season were Purnea, Rdjmahdl, Birbhiim, aod
part of Rajehahi, The measures of relief which he adopted were
advances to ryofs, remissions of revenue, and distributions of
food. A little later he said that he had intended to proceed on
tour, but was deterred for the present, being “persuaded that,
though my humanity may be ehocked at the numberless scenes of
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distress that would present themselves to my view, littls wonld
remain in my power to contribute to their comfort, while God
pleases to hold from them the blessing of rain, and the country
remains parched and unfit for cultivation, The distress of the
inhabitants does not only proceed from scareity of provisions, but
in many parts they are without water to drink.” His Assistants
were out in their districts, and all told the same painful story.

In the beginning of June we bave another report from the
Resident at Murshidabad, * Up to the end of Mareh,” ha says,
“the ryots hoped for rain, but God was plessed to withhold that
blessing ill the latter end of May. The scene of misery that
intervened, and still continues, shocks humanity too much to hear
description. Certain it is, that in several parts the living have
fed on the desd; and the number that have perished in those
provineces which have suffered most is caloulated to have beem
within these few months as 6 to 16 of the whole inhabitants.”
On the 18tk of June he writes, ** Misery and distress inerease here
daily; rice at six and seven seers for the rupee, and there have
been several days lately when there was not a gmin to be
purchased. A happy precauntion it was, ordering a supply of rice
from Backergunge; without it, many of the Jompany’s immediate
attendants even must have starved.”

In July the distress reached its climax. On the 12th of that
month the Resident reported as follows:—“The representations
I have hitherto mads frem hence, of the misery and distress of
the inhabitants for want of grain and provisions, were faint in
comparison to the miseries endured in, and within 80 miles of,
the city., Rice only three seers for a rupee, other grain in pro-
portion, and even at these exorbitant prices, not nearly sufficient
for the supply of half the inhabitants; so that iu the city of
Murshidibad alone, it is calenlated that more than Bve hundred
are starved daily; and in the villeges and country adjacent, the
numbers eaid to perish exceed belief. Every endeaveur of the
Ministers and myself has been exerted to lessen this dreadful
calamity, The prospect of the approaching crop is favourable ;
and we have the comfort to know that the distress of the inhabit~
snts to the northward and eastward of ue is greatly relitved from
what they have before suffered. In one month we may expect
* reliof from our present distresses from the new harvest, if people
survive to gather it in; but the numbers that I am sengible
must perish in that interval, and fhose that I see dying around
me, greatly affect my feelings of humanity as n man, and make
me as & servant to the Company very apprehensive of the conse-
quences that may ensue to the revenues.”’
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Roin came at the end of July; but, asoften happens, the
long-continued drought was succeeded by disastrous floods, The
excessive rainfull caused muoh sickness among the people;
and at the height of the famine small-pox had broken out, to
which the young Nawab himeelf fell a vietim. As late as
September, it was reported that the people near Cossimbazar
were suffering from want of food. In Ootober the prospect
brightened; and on the l4th December the Government could
inform the Court of Directors that the famine bad entirely
oeased,

The measures adopted to relieve the starving population in
the city of Murshidabad appear very inadequate when judged by
the modern standard. The account of the Backergunge rice
received shows only Rs. 1,24,006 expended on its purchase.
A further sum of Rs. 87,000 was sanctioned for the graluitous
distribution of rice; but of this sum the Company was to pay
only Rs. 40,000, or less than half, the remaining portion being
defrayed by the Nawdb and his Ministers. This sum was
however, far exceeded; and Mr. Beoher writes pathetically to
beg the Council to believe that “neither humanity nor polioy
would admit of a stop being put to the distribution awclier than
was done.”” He continues, “I have only to ohserve nat these
gentlemen (Muhammad Reza Khan and his officers), independent
of this distribution, helped to preserve the lives of mauy by their
charitable donations, as, I believe, did every man of property
in these parts. Indeed, a man must have had a heart of stone
that had the ability and would have refused his mite for the
relief of such miserable objects as constantly presented themselves
to our view. I understand it to be esteemed good policy in all
(overnments to preserve the lives of the people; ou this principle
of humanity the distribution of rice took place.”

In the famine year of 1866 the distriot of Murshidibad lay
just outside the limits of extreme suffering. The neighbouring
distriots to the south, Nadia and Burdwin, experienced all the
severity of the dearth; but in Murshidabad iteelf no lives were
lost from starvation, and Government relief was never required.
The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of the
Famine Commissioners :—

“The pressure of high prices was much felt in this distriot,
rice selling ot from 7 to O seers per rupee in part of Juue,
July, and part of August; but very great reliel was afforded
by native liberality. The rich Hindustini merchants settled in
the neighbourhood of Murshidabéd (Rai Dhanpat Singh and
others), and several of the wealthier residents of that ocity and
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of the sister town of Berhampore distributed food largely to the
poor; and a rich and benevolent widow, the Rini Swarnamayi,
distinguished herself by great liberality at several different
plaecs. Up to a certain date it was hoped that there would
be no actual famine; but in the counrse cf July it wae found
that much local distress was beginning to appear in the south.
eastern cormer of the distriet adjacent to Nadia, The local
committes, presided over by the Commissioner, immediately sent
out food, and an active native officer was specially deputed fo
asoertain the facts and superintend the operations, The distress
was for a short time very considerable, but it was relieved by an
ample distribotion of food, Eight fveding centres were established,
and at one of theee the number receiving rations was at one time
a8 high as 1,800 pereovs, mostly women and childrem., The plan
was adopted of giving to each three days’ uncooked food at a
time, and thus much of the inconvenience of the feeding centres
was avoided ; but, of course, this required fuller supplies and
better superintendence than was available in the districts where
the famine was most severe, The indulgence does not seem to
have been abused, for as soon as the early rice crop was out, the
disiress ceased, and the relief operations were discontinued, The
relief in this district was entirely supplied from private funds,
without any aid from the North-Weet fucd, the Grovermmenf, or
any other external source.”

The famine of 1874 was also felt only to a elight extent in gy, 0
the district of Murshidabad, which again lay on the border-land 1874.
of the distressed area. T'he price of rice undoubtedly rose very
high, and the export of this grain from the river marts of the
distriot towards the north-west entirely ceased ; but the crisis was
tided over withont recourse to relief operations on & grand scale.
The intervention of Government was limited to the grant of an
extraordivary sum of Re, 75,000 to the Distriet Road Cess Com-
wittee, which was devoted to constructive works wherever a
demand for labour arose, Charitable relief was also given in-
directly from this source, and no further operations were required
to mitigate the distress. Further references to the conditions
oltaining in this famine are given, for comparative purposes, in
the following account of the famine of 1897, which is condensed
from the final report of the Collector (Mr. H. V. Levinge, 1.0.8.).

The conditions prevailing prior to the commencement of Fawineot
distress in 1897, and the oauses which led up to it, were some- 1897-
what similar to those which preceded the famine of 1874.
There were the same antecedent failures or partial failures of crops,
and the same conditions as to rainfall, but prices at the latter end
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of 1896 and in 1897 were much higher than in 1874, There was
this further difference, that in 1874 the distress affected chiefly the
Rlarh country on the western side of the Bhégirathi, on which
dgman or winter rice is grown, whereas in 1897 the affected area
was that portion of the SBadar subdivision whioh lies to the east
of the Bhagirathi and is known as the Bagri, together with a
narrow strip on the west of the river in the Kéndi subdivision,
Over the greater part of this tract the ehief crops are the aus or
early rice, followed by a cold-weather erop, but on the low land
to the south-east of the distriet, over what is known as the
Kalantar, the only orop is dman rice, which here depends entirely
on floods.

Short rainfall and the lowness of the rivers in 15895 led to a
partial - failure of the antumn and winter crops of that year and
of the hhadoi crop of 1896, the average outturn of which did not
exceed 8 annas, while in parts of the affected tract it completely
fniled. In 1896 there was an early cessation’ of the raius, and
the rivers were so low that only a small portion of the Kalantar
was flooded. The result was an almost complete failure of the
rice erop over o portion of the Kalantar and a partial failure
in the Rirh, which was only saved from being a complete failure
by a good fall of rain in the middle of Beptember. Owing to
this rain, the outturn of winter rice in the Rarh was about 9
annas, but the average outturn for the distriet did not exceed
7 annas. The difficulties of the people were inoreased by
the failure of the March “bund,” which kept many of the silk
filstures in the affected area closed at a tims when distress was
becoming scute, aud by the almost total failure of the mango
orop, the outturn of which did not exceed 2 annas.

The statement below compares the oufturns of the various
crops in 1895-96 and 1896-97 with those of 1873.74:—

Crap. 1895-96. | 1896-97, | 1873.74.

Annag, Annas, Annos,

Aman paddy - o ™ 8 7 8
A I i - aus ) 8 .18
Whent van aus san L 8 13
Palges .. e - ni 14 T 12
Othor-rabi crops xE 5 10 8 12

There is no doubt that conditions in 1897 were worse than
in 1874, for not only had the previous failure of crops been
greater, but prices were much higher than in 1874, The
poor aug crop in the Dagriin 1896 was practically exhansted
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before the dman harvesting commenced, and in many villages
the people had to draw on the Rérh for their supply of rice even
as early as November, The first indications of distress appeared,
about December, in an inereasing number of beggars, in numerous
petitions for employment or relief, and in thousands of applica-
tions for agricultural loans, which poured in continuously for
the next three months.

Test-works were opened in Februsry, the maximum wages
which the workers were allowed to earn in a day being 1} annas
for a task of 66 cubio feet. In spite of the soverity of the task
and the small wages allowed, the nombers rapidly inereased, and
people who had never done this sort of work bofore came to the
relief works, Towards the end of April it was found necessary
to convert the {est-works into ordinary relief works under the
Famine Uode. The distribution of gratuitous relief was com-
menced in March in Darwa and Bharatpur thanas, the most
severely affected portion of the district. The distross was falt
chiefly by the landless and labouring classes, and by those who in
ordinary years depend on the charity of their richer neighbonrs
for subsistence. The closing of several of the silk filafures in the
Barwa and Bharatpur thanas also deprived numbers of libourers
of employment at a time when it was most needed.

By the middle of June the distress was at its height, and the
price of common rice ranged from G to 7} seers per rupee in the
affected aren. Now roliof centres were opened at Nawada at the
end of April and later on at Jalangi. The whole of the Sadar
subdivision was more or less affested, and where ciroles were
not opened, relief wns administered by private personms and
members of the Relief Committee. It was not until the pros-
pecte of the ans crop were assured at the end of July that the
pressure began to abate, and the relief operations were gradually
relaxed. DBy the end of August when the new ous cams into
the market, prices began to fall, and the necessity for relief was
virtually at an end.

The seriously affected portion comprised an area of about
205 square miles, with a population of about 125,000, The
percentage of the population of this tract in receipt of gratuitous
relief was 220, while in the most affested portion, viz, the
Dadpur circle, nearly 4 per cent. were thus rvelieved. Test and
regular relief works helped to maintain an aggregate number
of 384,000 adult male unite at o cost of Rs. 66,000, inclusive
of establishment charges, which amounted fo Rs. 6,000, Tle
work consisted of the raising and repairs of main roads, the
construction of village ronds and the excavation or re-excavation

I
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of tanks. Substantial relief was given by private persons
whose publio spirit the Collestor acknowledged as follows:—
* This district is fortunate in possessing many wealthy and public-
spirited zamindéirs who are always ready to no-operate liberally
in any measures for the relief of distress. A large number of
tanks have been exoavated all over the district, and specially in
the Badar eubdivision, by private individusls; and, although
I have no statistics of the amount expended and the number of
persons employed, it is probable that some 5,000 or 6,000 persons
have thus found employment at a time when the distress was at
its greatest. Where so many have been comspicuouns for their
charity, it is difficult to particularize, but I may speoially mention
the late Mabharani Swarnamayi, whose death ocenrred on the
26th August, the very day on which the relief operations
closed in this distriot; the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad,
Rai Sitab Chand Nahar Bahidur, Rai Budh Bingh Dudburia
Bahadur of Azimganj, Babu Jogendra Nardyan Rai of Lilgola,
Bibi Rani Mena KumAri and Babu Narpat Singh and many
others. There can be no guestion that, had it not been for all
this private charity, Government relief operations would have
been required on a far more extensive scale.”

No non-working dependants were relieved un the relief works,
and no Government funds were expended in gratuitous relief.
The whole of the gratuifous relief and of the relief in exchange
for work was conducted by the members of the Distriet Charit-
able Relief Committee, assisted by official agenoy, and was met
from subsoriptions raised within the distriot, supplemented by a
grant of Rs. 10,000 from the Ceutral Committee in Oaloutta,
The total expenditure of the (Jommittee on gratuitous relief, in
round pumbers, was Rs, 46,000, of which rather more than
Rs, 13,000 represented the sale-proceeds of jute string and silk
and cotton cloth worked up in return for the relief granted. The
total number of persons relieved by the Committee was about
720,000, which is equivalent to 120,000 persoms relieved for
30 days. Regarding the work of the Committes, the Cullector
wrote :—** The relief of spinners and weavers of coarse silk is a
special feature of the Committes’s operations. These are among
the poorest of the population of the district, and even as early as
November last the probability of great distress smong them was
gpecially brought to my notice. The coarse silks, culled matkas,
are worn ohiefly in the Maratha country, but, owing to the
prevalence of the plague in the Bombay Presidency, the matka-
weaving industry suffered an almost total collapse. As these
weavers are not eyltivators and have no other means of livelihood,
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the distress smong them was very great. The Committee gave
employment to 150 families of weavers (comsisting of ahout
700 persons), and through them, directly and indirectly, to
1,200 spinners. To My, Mukharji iz due the credit of the
uccess of these operations. He induced the weavers to weave
conrse gilks in imitation of Asssm gilk, and these have been
rendily bought up both locally and in Caloutta.”

The following statement gives the salient statistics of this
famine and of the famine of 1874:—

DAILY AVERAGE NUMDER oF

PELBONE RELIEVED, Averngeprico of
e
per ripeo.

MORTHE, | Gratuitomsvolinf,| Hells! works,

1874, 1807, 1874, 1807. 1874, 1807, 1674, | 1897,
1 ] 3 L] ] ] 7 8 ]
Janunry .. | Nl Nil 1,802 [ Nil | 12-Geccre .. |10 seeve ... | 31| @0l
Yabroary .| NIl il 41,1538 & | 1% seore ... 102 to 108
BOEITE, 18 | Oed
March . ey foled | 2,834 | 1.451'5 | 12.7 seors .. | BB mcomE ... "84 | o0l
April - Ge0{ 1,641 | 8,084 | 87040 |18 soors ... (B8 f0 BB 160 | 018
. BRDrE,
Muy e | B0 | 6000043 | 8,108 | 3,426°6 |11 Beerd ... |58 peary .. ea| 878
Junn wo | 0,810 | 025626 | 847 100471 |11 seérR .. 1722 {0 B) 097 | R
BEOrs,
July we | 1B060 | 02389701 2706 | 80838 |1d seors ... |Y4 Lo T80 1096 | 0'EL
EO0LH.
Apgust .| 21,602 | 482800 | G171 | 10008 |12 soors .| T8 seors ..| 947 | TR
Baptembar .., | 12,854 Wil 1,067 Nil 115 seard .. | 0 soprs L., | L080 | 2
Datober .| Nil K Hil il | 185 seors .. . L]
Polnd .| O0,257 | BASTLCE0 | 27,081 | 149188 | Avernge 12-3| Avernge T4 | 5800 | f0ds
Bears, to B seora.

Floods are of common ocourrence in'the districh, especially Proons.
in the low-lying Bagri or eastern half, which ia situated between
the Bhagirathi and the Ganges. These inundations ave caussd,
not by excess of local rainfall, but by the rising of the rivers
before they enter the distriet. Owing to the course of the rivers
and the general slope of the country, which is on the whole
towards the rivers, a rise in their waters can ravely affset the
whole of the digtrict ; and the floods that coour have seldom been
8o serious as to onuse a general destruotion of the ocrope.

In the western part of the district, where the rivers partake
more or less of the nature of hill torrents, and are subject to
sudden and dangerous freshets, they often overtop their banks,and

12
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flood the adjoining land in a single night, their fall being as rapid
as their rise. During the latter end of August 1884 the Mor
burst one of its embankments, and flooded the town of EKandi
and the surrounding country, creating considerable alarm but
doing little damage, except to the roads. The inundation lasted
only twenty-four hours, during which time the greater part of the
town was under water to a dopth of two to three feet. There is
no doubt, however, that the aotion of the flood, apart from the
slight inconvenience and damage to property inseparable from
such n sudden inrnsh of water, was distinotly beneficial. The
drainage channels, which are very imporfectly cleansed in ordinary
years, were thoroughly flushed, while many fanks were purified
Dy an accession of fresh water. The oultivators also benefited
largely and reaped such crops as they had not had for years,

The earliest flood of which I have been able to find a detailed
record is described as follows in the Calewtin Gazstte of 20th
September 1785:—* We are sorvy to learn by letter from
Murshidabad thot, in consequence of the unusual height of the
river (which has been such as was never known in the memory
of man), the great river had overllowed its bauks and laid the
country between the city and Bogwangola entirely under water ;
and had, by the channel of Ackbarpore Lake, even penetrated
the eastern parts of the city; that from the same nnfortunate
cause some of the dykes on the Cossimbnzar river had likewise
given way below the Berhampore cantonments; and that the
water from these two sources having joined, had overflowed all
that part of the country and had come up to the walls of the
Cogsimbazar filature,”

Berious floods are known to have ocourred in the yeurs
1823, 1834, 1838, 1848, 1856 and 1866 ; but the flood of 1823,
which the Collector desoribed as the most destructive on records
was the only one that may be said to have caused any general
destruction of the crops. No definite information, however,
is now forthcoming as to its extent, Such is nlso the cese with
the inundations that ocourred in subsequent years until 1470.

In that year the embankments at Lalitdkuri on the Bhagirathi
gave way, and the flood water swept across the district into Nadia,
In the Bagri, or eastern half of the distriet, a great portion of
the aus rice erop was destroyed by the floods ; aud nearly all the
dman rice growing in the low lands was submerged and Jlost.
The rice crop, however, in the Rirh or western half of the distriot
was good, and the oubburn is stated to Lave been above the
average. The cold-weather orops in many parts of the distriet
were destroyed by a third rise in the rivers. Although the crops,
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especially rice, were deficient, there was plenty of food in the
distriot for those who could prooure it. This, however, was by
no means an easy matter for many of the suffering oultivators,
who were living on mdehdns, or bamboo platforms raised above the
waters, It was found necessary to undertake relief operations.
These, however, only entailed an expenditure of Rs. 3,000, for the
land in many parts was benefited by the rich deposit of silt left
by the receding waters. 'While the orops in low-lying places were
almost entiroly destroyed by submersion, the peasants elsewhere
were congratulating themselves that the tloods had brought down
an abundant supply of water, which enabled them to raise a larger
quantity of rice from their lands than they had obtained for
several years past. On the more exposed lands in the north, the
destruction of the growing crops was great, but the sonthern part
of the distriot, which is by its situation inaccessible to any over-
whelming rush of flood water, bore an unusually fine harvest,

There were aleo high floods in 1885 and 1890. In the former
year the embankment breached at Lalitdkuri on the 23rd August,
and water passed through it until the end of Soptember. For
three weeks the discharge through the breach was at the enormous
rate of 50,000 cubio feet per second, and on l1th BSeptember the
Jalangi rose nearly 20 feet above its lowest hot-woather level,
In 1890 there was a similar inundation due fo the Lalitikori
embankment bursting again, Therewere also heavy floodsin 1804,
when the whole of the Lalgola thana in the Jangipur subdivision,
the Bhagwingola thana in the Lalbigh subdivision, and parts of
the Sadar and Eandi subdivisions were affected. Some fity
villages in the west of the Lalgola thana and the whole of the
Bhagwangola thana were submerged owing to breaches in the
embankment, and the water did not subside till after & menth,
Grent damoge was domne to the aus and dman orops, and grants
of money and advances of agricultural loans had o be made for
the relief of the distressed. The last severe inundation cecurred in
1807, when the Lalitikuri embankment gave way in the Lalbigh
subdivision, and there was a partial failure of the winter rice
erop.

The Public Works Department maintaing a long line of gyp,wx.
embankments along the Bhagirathi, the objeot of which is to masrs.
prevent the country on the east bank from being flooded by the
gpill of that 'river, It cannot be gainsaid that both the railway
and the country are protected from inundation by thess embank-
ments, but the propriety of maintaining them has been oalled
in question on the ground that the land which would other-
wise be flooded is thereby deprived of itssupply of fertilising
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gilt, while the river, being confined to its bed, deposits ita silt
there, and thus gradually raises itself above the level of the
swrounding couniry. It is also reported that water-logging
ocours in the north of the Lalbagh subdivision during the rainy
season, when water rises above the level of the housos in villages
below the Grovernment embankments. The principal embank-
ment extends from Bhagwingola to Plassey and is 57 miles long.
Other lengths of embankments maintained by the Publio Works
Department are from Kulgiichi to Bhagwangola, 15 miles, and
from Bhagwingola to Dadmati, 10} miles.

There ore also a wumber of marginal embankments main-
tained by zamindirs in order to prevent the rivers overflowing
their banks and flooding the country below them. They are
occasionally breached; but great as is the immediate injury
caused by such ncoidents they are often accompanied by com-
pensations. Fresh and rich deposits of silt are usually brought
in by the inundation, fertilizing and rnising the soil. The
reverse effeot, however, is sometimes produced, for a layer of sand
may impoverish what was before productive land.

That the private embankments are not always in on efficient
state, and that breaches are easily caused in them, is apparent from
thedeseription given in Colonel Gastrell’s Report on Murshidabad :—
¥ Accidents to these dgmdhs often occur; rats are particularly
destructive to them; cattle passing and repassing out them ; and
the inhabitants neglect to repair the breach in time. Tha fisher-
men of the interior bils and khdls have also often the credit of
coming in the night and making small outs in them, fo secure a
fresh influx of fish from the large rivers to supply their fiehing
grounds. A very small injury suffices to destroy a ldndhiin a
single night ; the end of a sharp bamboo thrust through is quite
enough.”

The early MBS, records of the Board of Revenue are full
of letters eoncerning the embankments of Murshidabad. It was,
in theory, the duty of the neighbouring landowners to maintain
them in good order, and to repair the breaches which were caused
by the floods almost every successive year. As a matter of faot,
the Government was habitually compelled by the default of the
ramindirs to undertake the work, and was left to recover the
expenditure from the parties primarily liable as best it could. On
some ocoasions money was advanced to the samindérs, but more
commonly & special officer was told off to make the requisite
repairts. In the year 1800, the Uslleotor was directed to furnish
the Buperintendent of Embankments with Rs, 32,788 for the neces-
sary repairs of that year ; and was authorized to put up for sale the
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lands of the zamindirs, in order to recdver the balance due on this
account for the preceding year., In the same year, the Gtovernment
undertook the construction of & new embankment at Kaligichha
at its own oost, and gave compensation to the zamindérs for the
land thus sequired. It would appear that this was the first
embankment in Bengal constructed with pakkd (masonry) sluioes,
for it was represented as a model on this acoount to the Collector
of Jessore, In those days extraordinary measures were demanded
to protect the exposed city of Murshidabdd. The banks of the
Bhagirathi just above the city were the especial charge of the
Superintendent of Embankments, who seems to have been in some
sense independent of the ordinary exeoutive official, whether called
Ohief or Collector, and to have been entrusted with the general
sanitary supervision of the ecity.*

* In 1800, the Superiutondont of Embankmants wrote n latésr to the Board
regurding the removal of certain homses; and in the following yesr he pressnted
a roport regpecting the flling upof huellows in the city of Mur-hidabid,
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CHAPTER VII

RENTS, WAGES AND PRIQES,

Tue rents paid by the cultivators vary according to the
fertility and situntion of their land, and also according to the
erops grown. They differ widely in different parts of the
distriot, being lowest in the Sadar and Jangipur subdivisions
and highest in the Kandi subdivision, where rice and wheat
lands bring in from Rs. 7-8 to Rs. 1B, and mulberry and sugar-
gane lands from s 12 to Bs. 24 an acre. In the Sadar sube
division, on the other hand, the remt of rice and wheat lands
ranges between Re. 1-2 and Rs. 9, of land growing pulses
between Rs. 2-4 and Rs. 3, of sugar-cane land between Rs. # and
Rs. 7-8, and of mulberry land between Rs. 1-12 and Ra 12 an
acre. The rents paid in the other two subdivisions are as follows.
In the Jangipur subdivision, rice and wheat land fetches from
Rs, 3-12 an acre upwards, mulberry land from Re. 1-12 to
Rs. 6.8, and land bearing pulse orops from Rs, 8 to Res, 3-12.
In the Lalbagh subdivision, the rent of rice and wheat land
ranges from Rs, 6 upwards, while the average rent of mulberry
land is Bs 7-% and thab of pulse land Rs. 2-4. As there has
not yet been a gemeral sottlement of the districk, which would
furnish acourate information regarding the actual rents paid,
these figures are only approximate, The average incidence of
rent throughout the distriot is about Rs, 3 per cultivated acre,

The utbandi tenure, which is also known under the expres-
give mame of fasli jama, is found in the south of the district,
mostly in didras, The peouliarity of this tenure consists in the
giroumstance that the cultivator only pays rent for the quantity
of land that he may happen to have cultivated during the year;
if it lies fallow, uo rent is paid. These tenures are usually
created for short terms, and are then renewed, often at rack rents.

Produce rents are also paid under the Jdargas or bhdy system.
The barydits, who abound in every part of the district, form a
special class of the agrioultural population. They possess rights,
which amount almost to & metayer species of tenure, in the lands
which they cultivate. The conditions of their holding sre, that
they retain a fixed ghare of the produce, which is usually one-half,
and supply both seed and cattle for oultivation. Such is the general
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outline of the dhdy system, which admits of many variations of
detail. The owner of the land and the bargdi? may ocontribute
in varying proportions to the expenses of ocultivation, and their
shares of the outturn may vary in a corresponding proportion.

The marginal table, showing the daily wages paid for different W scxe.

olasses of labonr

Olnss of lobour. | 1898, | 1o0s, | 1ma, | during the
| second fortnight
of March in the

An. T, As, ¥ Ag, 7.
. B I | I L] Iﬂa't. t'“rﬂnt,jr
Manson, suporier ., lg g 8 0 8 0 }en:l's,‘alﬂﬁuimt-
»  COMmOn ., .ﬁ.l"n } G0 6 o0 ly indicates thet
Curpentar, superior .., 6 0 12 0 12 0O in the first ten
6 0 there wasa sharp
m common ,,, 4 ﬂ{ Bh’u } 8 0 rise, but that
Blacksmith, superior i 3 2 0 12 0 | during the last
- oW to B O g8 0 ten thﬂl:'ﬂ. has
G 0 6 0 | been practically
Conly, mnle 2 6 i Ui Etuu no difference
g 6 | except in the
s Towmale 1 8 s 3{ "‘"’u case of unskilled
labour, which

reccives a much
higher wage. With these figures may be compared those
of 1872.73, when the daily rate of wages was—masons 3 to
4 anovas, carpenters 4 annas, blacksmiths 4 annas @ pies, male
coolies 2 to 24 onnas, and fomale coclies 1} anna, Half a
century ago the seale of wages was even lower, for tho returns
for 1858 ghow that coolies received sbout Rs. 3 per month;
agricultural lsbourers, Iis. 4, paid partly in food; smiths for
agrioultural implements, Rs. 6; smiths in towns, Rs. 6-8; brick-
layers, Rs. 6-8 ; carpenters in the country, Rs, 6, and carpenters
in the towns, Rs. 6-8.

Agricultural day-labourers, who are largely employed in
cultivating the lands of others, are paid money wagesin the
majority of cases, and always in the sowing season ; bub af
harvest time they receive a certain share of the orop. When
so remunerated, they are called Arishans, The krishdns, though
receiving a portion of the produce, supply their manuallabout
only, and do not contribute in furnishing either the cattle or
any portion of the seed, nor have they any interest whatever

in the land. They areto be carefully distinguished from the
bargails already referred to.
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Btatistics of the prices paid for various articles of food in each
subdivision during the last fortnight of March from 1803 to
1912 will be found in the P volume, which forms o statistionl
appendix to this volume., Asis well known, there has been a
general riso of prices during the present century, with one notable
exception, the price of salt having fallen considerably owing to
the reduction of the duty. Pricss were particularly high in the
fiva years 19006-10, after which they fell, and renched the
maximum in 1908, when common rice sold nt 7 seers 15 chittacks
per rupee (during the last fortnight in March) in the Sadar sub-
division, nt 7 seers 12 chittacks in Lalbagh, at 9 seers 8 chittacks
in Jangipur and at 8 seers 4 chittacks in Kéandi. The average
price was but little higher in the famine of 1897, when it was
74 to 8 seers, and was much less in the famine of 1874, viz., 12 seers
2 chittaols.*

That the people should be able to withetand the pressure
of such prices without any relief being necessary appears to
ghow that their resources and staying power have increased
greatly. If farther proof of this statement be needed, it may
be mentioned that in 1871 the Collector reported that famine
rates would be reached when ordinary rice was salling at 10 seera
per rupee’ at that point the ordinary :rate of lsbourers’
wages (Rs. 4 a month) would, he considered, be insufficient to
provide the necessaries of life, and Government aid would be
required. The rata of 10 seers per rupee was, however, reached
in each of the years 1907-09 without any scarcity ensuing.

Previous to 1870 the price of rice stood at what now seem
extraordinarily low figures. If a line be drawn at the year
1855.56, it will be found that the average price of common rice
for the twenty years preceding that date was 43 seors 1 chittack
for the rupee, while in the subssquent fourteen years the price
averagod 27 seers 5% chittacks for the rapee. It may not he outb
of place to mention here that, aceording to the Muhammodan
chroniclers, the price of unhusked paddy in the city of Murshida-
bad during the rule of Murshid Ruli Khiin, in the early part of
the seventeenth century, was four maunds for the rupee.

Waregms  The standard of weight is universally the seer, of which the
::f,m,,&mhuna and multiples are always constant. The seer itself,
however, varies greatly in different parte of the distriet. These
variations are commonly expressed in terms of the fold; the fola
is the weight of a rupee, and is thus ultimately the theo-
retical unit of weight., The standard seer, which is equivalent

® For tho prices in cach month during these two famines, see tho table in the
precoding chapter,

Pricna,
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to 2205 pounds avoirdupois, and contains 80 folds, is in use in
the towns. In the villages, the seer is usually estimated to
contain 824 lolds; but in some parts of the Kindi subdivision it
containg only 58} folds, and in other parts 60 tolds. The denom-
inations of the seer are ns follow:—4 Fdnehds = 1 ohhaiak; 4
chhatiks = 1 pod; 4 pods = 1 seer; 5 eeers = 1 paseri; § paseris
= 1 maund.

The mensure of distance is:—18 buruls (inches)= 1 Jath
(cubit) ; 2 hathe=1 gas (yaxd) ; 2 ganss = 1 nal or katha; 20 kathis
or 80 hdths = 1 rasi or bighd; 88 resis = 1 kos (kwo miles) ;
4 kos = 1 jogon. 'The above terms are primarily applicable to
linear measure, The table of square measure, which is baged
upon them, is:—16 chhataks =1 katha ; 20 kathds=1 bigha, The
standard lighd ig precisely equivalont to 14,400 squave feet, or
1,600 square yards, which is one third of the English aere. This
bigha is reported to be the one most commonly adopted in all parts
of the distriet. In pargana Plassey (Palsi), however, a second
bighd is in use by the eide of the standard biphd, which is estie
mated to contain 17,666 square feet, or 1,963 square yards,
equivalent to ‘405 of an aore. A second looal bighd is eaid to be
in force in certain villages of pargana Kvmarpratip, composed in
the regular way of 80 /dils, but each of these kdshs is 194 instead
of 18 inches, This bighd would therefore contein 16,883 sqaare
feet, or 1,878 square yards, equivalent to *388 of an nore.

Measures of quantity proper are not much in use, as commodi-
ties, almost without exception, are sold by weight and not by
quantity, Paddy is however sold by quantity, in baskets, each
of which containg a certain recognised volome or capacity. The
denominations of the paddy baskets are as follow:—20 Adiude
or arit = 1 bis; 16 bis = L pauti o kakdn.

The Kuropean measure of time is in use in the fowns. The
Indian measures of time are these: 7 dondas = 1 prajar;
8 prahars = 1 dibd-rdt (s day and night) ; 7 dibd-rat = 1 saptaka
(o week); 2 saptdhas = 1 paksha (a fortnight). The mds, or
month, varies from 29 to 32 days. The lafsar, or year, consists
of twelve months or 866 days, When compared with English
standards, the dands is made equal to 24 minutes, and the prakar

to 3 hours.
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OHAPTER VIIL

INDUSTRIES, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE.

The returne of ocoupations made at the census of 1911 show
that 953,000 persoms or 70 per cent. of the population are
supported by agriculture, 157,000 or 11 per cent. by industries,
106,000 or 8 per cent. by commerce (inecluding transport) and
18,000 or 1 per cent, by the professions and liberal arts.

Of those maintained by agriculture, 12,000 subsist by income
derived from the rent of agricultural land, i.e., consist of landlords
and their families, 673,000 aro eultivators and 251,000 are farm
garvents and fleld labourers, or their dependants. Taking the
figures for notual workers only, there are 3,000 landlords, 185,000
onltivators and 94,000 agrioultural labourers: in other words,
there are 15 landlords and 482 agricultural labourers to every
thousand cultivators, In addition to thess, there are 62,000
persons supported by the allied pursuits of pasturage and cattle-
keoping, including all those engaged in the care and keep of
farm-stock, such as breeders and herdsmen, and also thoss who
gell milk, g/t and butter—for it is usnally a matter of chauce
whether & man who keeps cows is returned as a oattle-keeper
or o milkman. The aggregate of those who obtain a livelihood
by fishing is 84,000, viz., 23,000 who were returned as fishermen
and 11,000 as fish-dealers. The two latter groups may be taken
as connoting the same ocoupation, for though some live by fshing
only, and others retail but do not cateh fish, the great majority,
at least among the Hindus, catch fish and also sell them. The
Musalmfins, though they catoh fish, are usually not fish vendors.

Altogether 46,000 persons, or over a fourth of those supported
by industrial ocoupations, are engaged in, or sre dependent on
those engaged in, textile industries. By far the most important
textile industry is silk spinning and weaving, which is the means
of, livelihood of 27,000 persons: of these, 14,000 are actual
workers, Cotton spinning and weaving, once so important a
factor in the ecomomic life of the peasantry, now supports only
16,000 persons, of whom 6,000 are workers. The domestic work
of rice pounding and husking, which is carried on almost exclu-
gively by women, accounts for 31,000 persons. The total number
of those who come under the head of “I'ransport ™ is 20,000, of
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whom 5,000 are boat-owners and boatmen and their families.
‘Work on the roads, e.g., as enrtmen, pdlki-bearers and labourers
engaged in road constmotion and repair, with their dependunts,
provides for 18,000, Service in the public force and in different
branches of the public adminisiration furnishes nearly 12,000
persons with their daily bread, or 6,000 leas than the professions
and liberal arts.

The returns for actual workers under this latter head ars
interesting ns showing how small a fraction of the population
are engaged in professionnl, artistic and sdentific pursnits, either
because they are not sufficiently well edueated or bocause thay
are debarred by want of means, opportunity or training, or by
traditional custom, from following them, or because they do not
find them sufficiently attractive or lucrative. The fofal nnmber
of workers in the professions and liberal arts is only 7,447, nearly
a third (2,123) of whom consist of persons having some religions
uvoention, such as priests, religious mendicants, temple servants,
ete. A larger number (2,667) is returned as engaged in
medical pursuits, but 1,500 of them are ordinary midwivea; the
aotual number of medieal practitioners, ineluding dentists,
ooulists nnd veterinary surgeons (who may be ignorant euttle-
doctors), is cnly 921,

The legal profession has only 284 adherents, ivcluding
lawyers' clerks and touts, in addition {o barristers, pleaders and
mukhtérs, while those who are grouped together under the head
“Letters, Arts and Sciences” aggregate 1,2904. This latter
figure cannot be regarded as a large one, considering that
there are over 1} million persons in the district, and that
the head ocomprises a wide range of pursnits, e.g., musie,
peinting, acting, dsncing, architecture, engineering, efe. It may
be noted, moreover, that the great majority of those returned
under this head consist of musicians, actors, dancers and singers,
many of whom have attained no high level in art, and that the
total of the remainder, including authors, artists, phatug‘mp'hem,
astrologers, astronomers, botanists, architeote, surveyors, engineers
and their employiés, is only 635,

Domestic serviee provides for 82,000 persons, while the
number of those living on private income is 2,000 and of those
engaged in or dependent on unproductive pursuits, such as
beggars and prostitutes, 12,000,

The statistics of occupnticrn compiled from the returns made Incos.
at the censms, while indicating the main functional distribution :::r:ra
of the people, furnish meagre information concerning indivi-
dpal industries ap! manufectures. To remedy this defect, su
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industrial census was held in 1911, concurrently with the general
oansus, f.8, the owners, managers and agents of industrial works,
omploying 20 persons or more, submitted returns in whioh,
inter alia, the number of their employés at the dato of the census
was entered, These reburng, of course, only relerred to the state
of affairs on that dale, when some concerns may have been cluged
and others net in full work, while others, on the ofher Land,
may have had a larger number of operatives than nsual,

Even o, the results are sufficient to show, beyond possibility
of a doubt, that there are few large organized industries in the
district, and that, with the exception of the silk industry, their
operations have no pretence to megnitude, Altogether, there
wers only 26 concerns employing 5,080 hands, and of these
28 were silk filatures with 4,907 employés. The remaining
three concerns consisted of an oil mill, a brick and tils
manufactory and a factory which was classified under the
head of iron and steel works; the aggregate numbor of their
employés was only 173,

The silk industry has been the principal non-agrieultural

oims AD industry in Murshidabad for the last three centurics. It was

MANUFAQ-

TUREE.

Bilk
manu-
facture.

this which attracted the Enst India Company to the district,
where ils enterprise was stimulated by competition with the
Duteh, French and Armenians. The centre of the industry
was Cossimbazar, where the Company started a factory at about
1658, Af first the operations were on a small scale: according
to Bernier, the Dutch employed 700 or 800 persons in their
factory at Cossimbazar, and the English and other merchants as
many more, [t soon began to develop with European capital and
organization, In 1670 a factor *“ well skilled in silk "’ was sent out
from England to Cossimbazar, and in 1681, wheu the Chisf was
Job Oharnock, the future founder of Caleutta, out of £230,000
sent oub by the East India Company as * investment” to Bengal,
£140,000 was sgsigned to Cossimbazar. From this time forward
the Oumpany made unremitting elforts to foster serioulture
and extend the trade in silk, until by 1776 “ Bengal silk drove
all competitors, except Italian and China silks, out of the
Hoglish market. **

The value of the trade to this distriet may be realised from
the fact that, in the time of All Vardi Khin, raw silk to
the value of 87% lakhs was annually entered in the Custom
House books at Murshidabad. This is exclusive of the European
investments, which were not entered there, as being either duty

* Googhegau's Silk in Indis, p. 6.

—
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free or paying duty at Hooghly. As regards the European
investments, we find that, in 1763, out of a lotal of 40 lokhs
required as “ ndvances for investment,” the Cosimbazar anrangs or
filutures demended Y laokhs, or as much as any other two
agencies excepting Caloutta itself, Colonel Rennell agnin wrote
(efr. 1779) as follows :—* Ccssimbazar is the general market of
Bengal silk, and a great quantity of silk and cottun stuffs are
manufactured here, which are ciroulated throughout great part
of Asin; of the unwrought silk, 300,000 or 400,000 lhs. weight
it copenmed in the European manunfactories,” The filatures and
machinery of the Compauy at this time were estimated to be
worth twenty lakhs of rupees. Another important centre was
Jongipur, where silk filatures were established as early as 1773;
it was described by Lord Valentia in 1802 as “the greatest silk
station of the Xnst, Iudiau Company with 600 furnsces and
giving employment to 3,000 persons.” The Company continued
its operations until 1835, when it gave up its commercial
monopoly. After this, large European firms, such as Messrs.
Watson & Co., James Lyall & Co, Louis Payen & Co.
and the Bengal Silk Company, came into the field.

The following account of the industry, which was given in
tho Statistical leporder for May 187G, is of interest as showing
the proportions it had then attained : it must, however, be remem-
bered that at that time the district contained the Rampur Hat
subdivision, which has since been transferred to Birbhiim.

¢ There are 45 filatures belonging to or under the management
of Buropeans in Murshidabad district, and 67 flatures belouging
to natives. The pumber of basing in the former is not less than
3,600; and in the laiter mot less than 1,600, making u total of
5,100 basins, In addition fo these, there aro some ¥7 small
filatures worked by natives iu their homes, containing about 200
basine, Computing mccording to the house valuations recorded
under the Road Cess Act, the value of the whole of the fillatures
may be set down at not less than Rs. 4,50,000. Each basin is
worked by two persons; the total number of persons employed is
thus 10,600, One-half of these represent the skilled workmen:
there is besides a lerge number of peons, overseers and clerks,
The quantity of silk mauufactured yearly cannot be accurat
psoertained, but it probably amounts to 3,000 maunds
(246,000 1bs,) in an ordinaxy year. KEstimated at a low price, say,
Rs, 14 per seer, owing to the unfavourable state of the market,
the valae of the eilk produced will be found to amount to the
large sum of Ras, 16,80,607. The amount paid to resvers of silk-
worms on this quantity of silk is about Rs. 10,850,000, and to the
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spinners about Re. 1,80,000. 1f to these sums is added the cost of
establishment, Iis, 2,40,000, the expenditure involved in manufac-
turing the product of an ordinary year will be found to amount to
about Rs. 15,00,000. The figures refer to spinning only.

“The weaving of eilk cloths forms another branch of the
industry of considerable importance. Looms are found in no less
than 187 villages, and the number of weavers in the whole distriet
may be computed at 1,900, besides the adult members of their
families, who generally assist them in weaving, Last year from
eighty to one hundred thousand pieces of silk were woven, the
value of which eould not have been less than Re. 6,00,000, The
amount spent amongst weavers for wages was about Rs. 1,00,000,

“'I'he extent of the mulberry eultivation may be estimated at
50,000 bighas (17,000 acres), an estimate more probably under
than above the mark.”

The Statistical Reporfer, in giving this account, stated thal
the industry was rapidly deelining, and this view is borne out
by & comparison of the figures with those of 1872 when the total
number of filatures, both large and small, including those worked
by Indians as well as those under European management, was
estimated at 834 (of which no less than 110 were in the Barwa
thana) : the Qollector, while giving these figures, reported that
the industry had greatly declined during the previous thirty or
forty years.

The decline of the induetry has not been avvested, but has
proceeded still further. In 1903 Mr, N. G, Mukharji (in his
Monograph on the Bilk Tabries of Bengal) estimated the annual
production of silk fabrics at 20' lakhs, and concluded that its
prospects were brightening, but the census shows this expectation
has not been realized, In 1901 there were, according to the
returns of occoupations, 28,960 persons supported by silk spinning
and weaving, while 10,041 subsisted by rearing silk-worms and
gathering cocoons. The number was reduced ab the census of
1911 to 27,438 and 6,803 respectively: as already shown, there
were, at the time of this census, 23 filatures at work, in which 20
or more persons were employed, and the aggregate number of
their employés wos 4,907, Turopean frms are finding it more
difficult to pay their way even with power looms, and in 1908-09
the Bengal Silk Company was obliged to olose its factories and
stop work.

Tha indu&try hos suffered from the heavy protective tariff
sgainst manufsctured silk imposed by the French Government
gince 1892, which has affected the export trade in kordhs very
prejudicislly ; other contributory ceuses have been oxtensive
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importations to Europe from Japan and China, the abundant
yield in Italy and the indifferent quality of the local silk.
The oompetition of foreign silk has also affected the internal trade,
The most potent cause of the falling off in the manufacture
is believed to be digease among the silk-worms, From the end
of 1886 to 1896 Mr. Nritya Gopal Mulharji was engaged in
inquiries and experiments with the object of combating silk-
worm epidemics and introducing healthier methods of rearing
silk-worma, He was successful in rearing seed-cocoons under
the Pasteur system, which were far superior to the native seed,
and his pupils in charge of private nurseries whioh he started were
able to make the business pay. In 1899 the work was taken over
by a committes of eilk merchants, but in 1908 the control was
vesumed by the Divector of Agriculture. The operations were
then placed under the supervision of the Bengal Bilk Committee
presided over by him, the officer in immediate charge being the
Superintendent of Bericulture, Bengal, whose headquarters are at
Borhampore. ”

A central nursery with seven rearing houses and a mulberry
plantation of 62 dighas haa been started at Berhampore,
which is under the management of an Assistant Superinten-
dent, and there are other central nurseries at Chandsnpur,
Kumérpur, and Mahmudpur, The Government nurseries provide
pure seed, and supervisors are semt round to the reavers’
villages to show how silk-work epidemics can be checked by the
disinfection and fumigation of the rearing houses. By these
means oconsiderable progress has beem made in eradicating
diseases among eilk-worms, in distributing healthy sesd and so
improving the quality of the silk produced. The chief kinds
of Indian silk<worms that are now being reared under the
Pasteur system are the Niidri and Ohotapilu. In order to
ascertain whether better results can be obtained with other species,
o French expert, Mr. F. D. Lafont, was appointed in 1912,
under the title of “ European Professor in oharge of SBerioultural
Research,” to conduot experiments in hybridizing Furopean with
Indian seeds ; the experiments were carried on by him for a year,
and since then have been continued by the Buperintendent
of Berienlture, A school of sericulture has also been opened
at Berhampore with the objeot of diffusing scientific methods
of rearing silk-worms among the rearers. The sons of bond
fide rearers only are admitted to the school and receive a year's
training. They are then' examined, and, if suocessful, are given
Rs. 250 for the purchase of microscopes, for the construction of
& rearing-house according to the new methods, ele.
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Though the industry has declined and European silk merchants
aro being forced (by competition and hostile tfariffs in Europe)
to wind up their business, the small local filatures (lanaks) owned
by the class known as khangru-reelers still have a large
outturn, They are said to take up all the cocoons produced at
higher rates than the European filatures can afford to pay, and
turn cut a large quantity of cheap piece-goods called kordhs and
matkas which find a market in India, and more especislly in the
Punjab and the Maritha country, The weavers in tho village
of Mirzipur alone produced 34,750 yards, valued at Rs, 1,32,790,
in 1909-10, and the produce of their looms was aven greater in
1907-08, amounting to 40,000 yards, valued aof Rs, 1,89,850.
Mulberry-growing and cocoon-rearing are carried on chiefly in
thana Barwan in the Kandi subdivision, thans Raghunathganj
in the Jangipur subdivision and thana Réninagar in the Sadar
subdivision. The ohief oentres of the wehving industry are
thana Mirgfpur in the Jangipur subdivision and thanas
Harihoarpira and Daulatbezar in the Sadar subdivision, The
best silks are made at Mirzipur., Other important centres are
Baluchar, Islimpur, Kadai, Saidabad, Beldanga and Hariharpara.
Though Baluchar has given its name to a special class of silks, the
weavers do not live in the village itsell, but in the surrounding
villages. The principal centres of the trade are Berhampore and
Jidganj. '

There are three Lranches of the industry, viz., cocoon-rearing,
silk-recling and oloth-weaving, As regards the first, there are
three sensons, locally termed bands, [or hatching the eggs,
spinning and gathering the .cocoons, viz.,, the November land,
from 1st October to end of February, the March dand, from lst
March to 30th June, and the July (or barsdf) band, from Ist July
to 80th September. The first is the most important, for the silk
worms thrive best in the cold season, and the silk is then botter
in quality and much more valuable, "The Maroh band is not so
good, and the rainy seasom band tho worst. Cocoon-reoring is a
“small-holding ” indnstry, each rearer having a few bighas under
mulberry in addition to the land growing ordinary crops.

After they have finished ppinning, the cocoons are either
(1) taken to the nearest 4af for sale or (2) killed by exposure
in thin layers to the sun and reserved for sale until the paikdrs
or agents of the filatures come round, or (3) steamed (in baskets
covered up with oloth uvder which a pot of water is kept boiling)
and reeled off into silk, or (4) if formed in a very healthy menuer,
they are bought up for seed by travelling rearers going about

in quest of seed.
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AMatka oloth is made from the silk pulled off before the cocoon Matka
is reeled and that left after reeling, and also from piereed cocoons, Wpoaleg,
Empty ococoons aconmulate in every cocvon-rearer's house after
seeding is finished, fe., ofter the moths have out out of the
oocoons and laid eggs. These empty ococoons cannot be reelad
off info silk in the same wmanner as whole cocoons with dead
chrysalids ineide them. Their number is great, for each cosoon-
renrer makes, on an average, four attempts every year to rvear
coooons, and it is estimated that he uses an average quantity of
ove kdhan (1,280) of seed-cocoons each time. Many rearers use
a8 much as five or six Adhans of seed ench time, but the majority
use only half a kahan of seed, and the average is taken to be oue
kdhan per orop or four kdhans per aunum. The greater portion
is spun into o course thread and utilized for weaving matka cloth,
AMatka spinning and weaving give ooccupation to the pﬂurea,t
women and the least artistio of tho weavers. {he spinning is
only oorried on for a few days in every band, and women are
never employed on it all the year round.

More than half the quantity of mulberry cocoons is spun into Ehawru
thread by the oountry method of reeling; thisis called khamry, *P0NE-
ktangru or lank silk, Khamru-resling preveils chiefly in the
Jangipur and Kindi subdivisions. The khawrs silk is produced
for the Indian market.

Bilk reeled in filatures sccording to Xuropean methods i Filstors
cnlled filature .silk and is nearly all exported to Europe, Even- "Ik
ness of size throughout the skein, elasticity of thread, colour and
appearance are looked to. Many small filabures, producing
silk of nearly as good quality as that prodnced in Buropean
filatures, are owned by Indian merchants, The prinoipal
filatures of the Bengal Silk Company were situated at Babulbona
and Rﬁ.ng&mﬁh. and those of Messrs. Louis, Payen & O,
at Gadi in the Jangipur subdivision (now closed), Bajarpara in
the Kandi subdivision, Gauripur, Sujapur and Nardyanpur,

As regards the general position of the weavers, the follow-
ing review is quoted from a district monograph prepared in
1908 :—

“ The method on which many of the rearers carry on their
business is industrislly a bad one The filatare-owners and their
employés in many cases advance money to them, and buy their
cocoons at a price fixed according to the current rates in the silk
market, Interest being charged, the rearers frequently get into
financial diffioultics. Those who work on their own capital are
in o much moxe favourable position, There ssems no doubt that
the silk-weaving industry is on the decline. T'he importation
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of foreign stuffs has, of course, a great deal to do with this.
Anvther reason lies in the lack of enterprise displayed in
disposing of native fabrice. Where there is an attempt ot
advertisement, it usunlly meets with great success. It would
be a splendid thing for the trade if middle.class Bengalis with a
small ocapital were to hewk round the silk products of Mirzapur
and other places. At the time of the famine the sufferings of
somo of the weavers of this distriot were much alleviated by the
offorts of a native gentloman, who advantageously disposed of
their goods in Caleutta, Itis o pity that more emergy .is mnot
displayed in this direction, There is no doubt that as a
olass their condition is not prosperous, and that they are deeply
involved in debt. They do not, as a rule, work for themselves, but
for dealers who advance them material and pay them so much
for their labour. Some of these deslers employ a very large
number of weavers. I am told that in I{andi subdivision some
weavers found the industry so little profitable that they have
entirely given it up, and in many cases faken fo agrioulture.
Others in the same subdivision have abandoned the weaving of
eilk for that of cotton,”

The following description of the prineipal kinde of
Murshidabad silk fabrics is given by Mr. N. G. Mukharji in his
Monograph on the Silk Fabries in Bengal:—

“ Qlass A.—Fabrics made with ordinary looms, such as may
be used for weaving cotton clothe also. Under this olass come —
(a) plain fabrics, either bleached, unblenched or dyed ; (1) striped
fubrics ; (¢) checks; (o) bordered fabrics; (¢) printed fabrics ;
(f) banhus,

o Qinsgs B.—Falrica made with noksha looms for weaving
figured silks.”

% Qlags 0. —Embroidered and other hand-worked fabrics,”

w Qlnss A (a).— Pliin fabrics are vevally made with klemru
gilk and rarely with filature-made silk. Mlatke silk is also made
use of for special purposes. Mirzdpur weavers usually obtain
Malda khamry, and sometimes very high class native filature-
reeled dhali or barapdfu silk. The best fabrics are made of this
latter kind of silk, The following silk fabrics fall under this
olass :— b

(1) Qown-pisces—The raw silk used for gown-pieces is
{wisted and bleached, and sometimes dyed, before weaving. White

own-pieces are woven in four different styles—(a) plain, (8) twill

- or drilled (ferchi or aipali), (¢) striped and (d) checked, Coloured
gown-pieces are usuclly made either plain or of drill, The

dimensions are usually 10 yarde by 42 inches. Sometimes the
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width is made 44 inches, 45 inches or even 64 inches. The price
of gown-pieces varies from Rs. 12 to Rs, 40 per piece. An exira
thick gown-piece, 10 yards by 42 inches, made out of filature-
recled barapilu silk, is valued ot Rs. 45 or even Rs. 50. The
cheaper kinds are made of untwisted thread, and should be styled
kordhe yather than gown-pieces, The only difference between
o korah and a gown-piece made of untwisted thread is, that
for the latter blenched thread is used, while for the former un-
bleached thread, f.o., raw-silk as it comes from the ghat, is used.
Gown-pieces are in use among Buropean ladies for making
dresses, and by Bengali gentlemen for making coats, chapkans and
ehogds,

% (2) Forahs.—These are the cheapest silk fabrics, which form
the staples of export to Europe, where Lhey are used mainly for
lining purposes. [Ilordhs are generally woven 7 yards by 1 yard,
and sold at & rupee per sguare yard, They are made out of
unbleached and untwisted thread, and they are bleached in the
piece after they are woven. Zorahs are also woven 10 yards by
42 inches like ordinary gown-pieces, and worn as siris by

femoles, Like gown-pieces, kordhs are valued by the number of

warp threads (ealled shdna), 2,400 warp threads per yard making
the best gown-pieces and kordhs, while 1,200 or 1,000 warp
thrends per yard make the poorcst gown-pieces and kerdls, ‘[he
price of kordhs varies from 6 annas to Re. 1-8 par square yard.
High class kordhs are used for making ladies’ blouse-jackets and
other garments, usually after dyeing.

“(3) Bilk musling or hdwdi pleces ars very fine fabrics made
with filature-reeled alali silk. 8ilk muslins are locally used by
rich men for making shirts, coats or ehapkans, which thay wear
in the hot weather, Adwdi siris being similarly used in the
zendna. It is only highly skilled silk weavers who can furn out
guperior silk muslins.

“(4) Handksrohizves—~These sre made either with twisted
yarn or with raw silk, and are sometimes made with dark blue
or red borders. A high class Mirzipur handkerchief 2 feet

square costs o rupee. Poor klam hankerchieves 18 inches square

ma.jr be had for 4 annas each.

“(5) Aleans or thick efddars are uaunllj' worn double by
Bengali gentlemen of means. Each chddir is 3 yards long
and 1} or 1} yards wide, They are, as arule, twilled, a.nd
sometimes they are coloured. The price varies from Ra. 25

to Re. 36 per pair. An ornamental bordered dlicdn, first woven

for Mahérdjs Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore by Mrityunjay Sarkir
of Mirgipur, now sells for Rs, 60 o pair.
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“(6) Plain white dhotis and jors (i.e., dhotis and chadars
woven in the same piece alternately) have n considerable sale
throughout Bengal, as they ave required for ceremonial purposes.
The father of & bride or bridegroom wears & jor at the marriage
coromony of his child., High-olaes priests also wear Jms.
Jors are worn at the sradla (funeral feast) ceremony also.
Plain white dlofis ave worn by rich widows when they go to
seo their friends, A jor usually oost Re. 16, and a dhofi Re. 8
to e, 10, The length of a dieti is 10 cubits and of a jor
15 oubits, and the width 45 inches.

“(7) Meklilas.—These ave o special kind of kerah which are
exported to Assam. There they are converfed into women’s
gkirts, sometimes after being embroidered with gold thread.

“(8) Mathas.—The matka dhofts and sdris made in Murshid-
abad are much ocoarser than those made in Rajehahi. They are
largely exported to the Maritha country, but locally they are
also worn by elderly men, by widows an:d by the poor women
" of the villages where they are woven. They are made 4 to 8
yards long and 40 to 45 inches wide, amd they can be had
for Re. 3 to Re. 5 per piece. They are also woven inlo the
ghidar gize (3 yards by 14 yard), and in this state exported to
Aseamn, Loonlly these echddars are worn dyed to a very limited
extent,

“(9) Matka and khamrs yarns are sometimes used mixed,
t.0,, twisted khemru silk going to make the warp and the matha
gilk going to make the weft, for weaving thick pieces suitable
for making men's suits, These are sold for about Rs, 2
a yard, There are two styles of these mixed fabrics—one
plain and the other twilled and striped (ie., of khejurohhari
pattern).

“(10) Imitation Assam silk.—These were introduced in this
distriet by Mr. N. G. Mukharji in connection with the famine
operations of 1897. About 150 families of poor matha-weavers
came for relief, and the only kind of work they were capable
of was cosrse weaving. About Rs. 11,000 were spent for their
relief, including cost of materials, and the fabrics they were
made to wesve realized by sale about Rs. 10,000, Meossys.
Whiteway, Laidlaw & Co, patronised these eilks largely, and
they have sinoe become very popular. About Rs, 50,000 worth
of thess silks are now exported annually from Berhampore, and
the importance which this new industry has already achicved
has given riso to a hope that under fostering care the silk-
weaving industry of Bengel may be developed in other directions
also. The imitation Assam gilks, or Murshidabid endis as they

L
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are now ocalled, are sold specially by one Berhampore firm (8, 8.
Bagohi & Oo.). The pieces are usually made 7 yards by 27
inches, as originally advised by Messre, Whiteaway, Laidlaw & Co.,
and they are sold for Rs. 6 or Is. 7 per pisce. They are just
sufficient for making one ordinary suit of clothes. They are
also woven double the width,

“ Olass A (b).— Striped fabrics,—CGown.pieces with coloured
stripes nre made in two styles, called respectively rekhifs and dharis.
Llekiis axe plain white or coloured gown-pieces (usually 10 yards
by 40 inches) with some dark coloured lines or double lines.
The ground of reklis may be either plain or twill. Dharis have
broader stripes, nsually of more than one colour. Asccording
to the colour of the widest stripe, a dlwri may be either (a) rad,
(0) yellow, (¢) green, (d) purple or (g) banesh (choeolate eoloured).
These five standard kinds of dibari arve woven for the Arabian
maorket. The kind of dhari appreciated loeally is not so highly
coloured. Like rekhis, dharis are woven in 10 yards by 40
inches picces, and are gold for Rs. 16 to Rs. 18 or Ils. 23 fo
Ra. 256 per piece, the heavily-starched, high-coloured pieces
being eold cheaper, while the thick woven, lighter-colonred
pieces made for the local market are sold for the higher
prise,

“ Qluss A(0).—Checks are divided into five kinds of fabries—

(1) Charkhdnas or checks where the squares or oblongs are
of diverse colour, These, like rekhis and dharis, are made in two
styles—ono enited to Arab teste and the other suited to local
taste. The former (called chaukaras) are more highly coloured
and heavily starched, and are cheaper fabrics sold for Rs. 18 to
Rs. 19 per piece, while the latter are closer woven superior fabries,
gold for about Rs 25 a piece. Fine flimsy checks are woven in
the Baluchar circle for the use of Jain ladies and Jain children
of Baluchar and Azimganj, who are habitually to be seen in
kurlas snd pajj@maes made of such cheap eilk. They are made 40
inohes wide and are sold for Re. 1-8 per yard. These fine and
flimsy checks used to be made at Chandrakons and other villages
in the Arambagh subdivision of Hooghly, and the Baluchar
woavers have simply taken over the industry. :

“ (%) Chdrkihdnas or checks, whioh consist of white ground
and coloured square outlines, the squares being of various sizes as
in the provious case, The lines are cither double, triple or
single, and the ground is either plain or twill, Tha: dimensions
ond prices are the same as in the provious case, ie., they are
usually made 10 yards by 40 inches and priced at Rs. 20 to

Re. 40 per piece.
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“%3) Matras,—These are of a standard Arabio pattern, like
dharda, rekhis and ehaukaras. They arve etriped like dharis, but
pll along the edges of the stripes are studded rows of little
squares or oblongs. The dimensions are the same as in diaris,
rekhis nnd elaukaras. Matras exported to Arabia cost o rupoe
more than the other styles also made for the Arabian market,

“(4) Phulikat checks are woven for the Rangoon market,
The lines ara white, and the ground is either red or yellow or
groen or purple or banesh (chooolate), which are the five standard
colours for the goods that are exported. Phulital checks are
considered suitable only for handkerchieves. They are made a
yard square, snd fifteen are woven together, which cost about
Es. 10,

“(5) Cleck matkas nxe a very coarse class of fabries woven
for the Mazratha conntry. A chock mafka sdri 8% yards long and
456 inches wide may be had for Ras, b or Rs, 6. Tho trade with
the Maritha country in plain and check matkas is pretty exton-
ﬂlT‘Bi

“Qass A(d)—Bordersd fabrios. --Tha demand for Murshida-
bad bordered sdris, dhotis, jors, ohelis and matkas is very oonsi-
derable. The upper middle classes of Bengal patronize theso
fabrios very largely, and ohelis and maikas are in demand among
the lower middle olasses also. The price of a sdri of two or
three borders varies from Rs. 10 to Rs. 18, White silk sdris
made out of diali silk with didkka tajpar, or border of kamisa-
orange colour, are considered very fashionable by Bengali ladies,
A sdri with spofted ground has been recently produced hy
Mrityunjay, which is sold at Rs. 30 a piece. This is the very
best fabric produced in Murshidabad. But édjpar, kelkdpar,
padmapdr and bhomrdpdr sdris with plain white ground are the
common styles in use. Dhani katkapdr, phitapar, ghunsipar and
ehiripar are the common styles of border adopted for men’s
dhotis, The borders of dholis are made narrower, and there are
never three but nlwaya two borders at the fwo edges. Silk
saris and dhotis, when thay have coloured grounds, are called
chelis, Chelis of very flimsy texture have a large sale. They
are used for making ceremonial presents at various religious
festivals, Parsis also use cheap chedis for making ceremonious
presents in celebrating funeral rites. A seven-yard piece of ehels
of this sort may be had for Re. 1-10 to Rs. 2, and when it is
coneidered that the material used is pure eilk, the worthlessness
of the stuff can be very well imagined. A oheli jor (ie., dioid
and chddar) of superior quality, such as is worn by a Bengali
bridegroom of good family, may cost as much as Re, 26,
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“Reyias have also coloured borders. They are sent to Assam,
where they are worn by Assamese women to cover the upper part
of their bodies, somewhat in the same way as chddars are worn.
They are woven in the Baluchar centre, They are 43 yards long
end 22 inches wide, the two ends (4neilds) being ornamented
with coloured borders. The gold embroidering of reyias ia done
after their arrival in Assam. Handkerchisves are sometimes
woven with coloured borders. Matka diotis and sdrds are also
made with black or red borders, the borders of adris being wider
than those of dhofis.

“ Class A(e).—Printed fabrics-~The art of printing kordhs for
making handkerohieves, door-curtains, scarves and ndmabalis (or
chddars contuining religions texts) is almost oxtinot in Murshida-
bad. The industry hes transferred itself to Scrampore and
Ohandernfigore, though silk pieces ate taken to these places
from Berhampote for the purpose. The dyers of Khigra are
ohiefly employed in dyeing yarns, but they still do printing
to special order, The price of these fabries depends on the
quality of kerak used.

“ Class A(f).—Banims or bdndhdna (tie-and-dye) silks are dyed
kordhs or matkas with spots or rings, coloured ox white. Tliese
spots and rings are made by tying strong knots at small distances,
according to the required pattern, and dyeing the pisces of kordh
or matka. The word Jandhdng in Sanskrit means tying, which is
the origin of the term dandannah.® The pisces after patient
knotting are dyed and washed and dried, and the knots loosened,
White spots or rings axo formed at the points where the knots were
made. When coloured spots or rings are desived, the strings
with which the knots are made are first dyed in that particular
colour before the tying of the knots, The colour of the strings
is imprinted on the cloth at the points where the knots are made,
Pieces with rings instead of spots are called eflwris, When the
rings are emall and olose together, they are called matichurs,
Skirts and turbans are made of these materialn, and thers is a
considerable trade with the United Provinoces and the Punjab in
Bbanhus and ohwris, The price of a piece depends entirely on the
quality of kordh or matks used, about eight annas per piece being
ndded for the dyeing process.

& In hie paper on * Art as applied to the Weaving ond Printing of Textile
TFabeics,” Bir Thomoe Wardle, in alloding to the tic.and.dye wark, says:—'" It is
extensivoly practised in India, partieularly in Jeypore end Ulwer, IE was the
precursor of prioting in the silkc handkerchis? trado in Caleatia snd Berlumpore,
and §e a vory cemarkable mesns of producing designs in spots, roumd, oval or

".1“ m'l L]
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* Qlass B,—Tabrics made with naksha looms.—(1) Under this olass
we have fivat of all the Baluchar bufeddr sdrie, Thess sdris with
ornaomental ground, ornamenlal border, ornamental corner figures
(called Fkwnjus) and a more highly ornamental end-piece or
dnehla, were ot one time very highly prized by the upper middle-
alnss people of Dengal. Now the ladies of this olass go in for
the more costly fabrics of Benares. The ordinary Baluchar
butedar sdri is rather an ugly fabrio to use for parsonal decoration,
but some are very neatly made and deserve encouragement.
These sdris nre made 10 oubits long and 42 to 45 inches wide.
The prics varies according to quality from Rs. 10 to Rs. 60,
Tor the cheaper articles untwisted and ill-sorted raw silk is nsed ;
the number of threads used for the warp is nlso less, the weft is
loossly woven, the dyes used are fugitive and the appearance is
maintained by leavy starching, sugar being mixed with the
starch used to add to the gloss. A cheap Baluchar duteddr sari
oan be woven in a week, Fut a valuable one takos three or four
months weaving. Somelimes these sdris are made without
dnchias, but only with four kalkas or kunjas (conventiomal lotus
buds) ot the four corners. Such sdris of the same size are some-
what oheaper (Re. 8 to Rs 40 instead of Rs. 10 to Rs, 50).

“(2) Rumals (square shawls) and shawls with ornamental
borders and coraers, in imitation of Kashmir rumdle and shawls,
are oocasionally made to order. Table-clothe are also turned out
from naksha looms, The grouud is of twilled pattern and white,
the ornaments either grey or more highly coloured. The shawls
are made 6 cubits long and 8 cubits wide, and the price asked is
Ra. 40 or Rs. 60, there being no inferior articles of this class in
demand. The high-class sdris, rumals, shawls and table covers
used to be woven until lately by only vne man in the
district, or rather the looms turning out these could have been
get only by Dubraj, the weaving being done by others working
under Dubraj’s direction. Dubraj would not set looms for
making these high-class fabrics for anyone else. Ho used also
to weave at one time shawls with religious texts in the place of
the ground ornament, but he gave up this work in his old age,
as the operation of weaving required that the cloth-beam sghould
be below the naval, which is considered a sacrilege when one is
dealing with a cloth containing religious texts.

“(3) Scarves and sashes were .also woven by Dubrdj to
order. The width of these is always 1 foot, and the price varies
with the length, a rupee being charged for every foot of length.
The quality of silk (which is twill) is the same, and theie i no
variation made in the price. Dubraj’s loom for weaving sashes
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" has been acquired by the Rampur Boalia Sericultural School, and
it ig in working order and actually in use in this school. The
products of Dabraj’s looms are inferior only to the best pro-
dnets of the Kashmir and Benares looms, The competition with
Kashmir products would not affect the sale of these, as vich men
who use I{ashmir shawls and searves in the cold weather aould
use Dubrdj’s shawls snd searves in wormor weather, s loeally
thoy are so used. But the competition with Denarves gold-
embroidered sdris, shawls, ato., is too strong even for Dubrij's
goods, A Hindu lady who can afford to wenr a Bevares siri
will not look at even a high-class Baluchar sdri on high days
and holidays. One thing, however, should be mentioned in
favour of these ornamental silks, They stand any amount of
wnehing, which Benares goods do not. It is too late, however, to
think of reviving the industry of weaving ornamental silk fabrics,
as the only man who could be used as a lever to uplift the
industry is now dead. The Society for the Promotion of Indian
Arts in London interested iteelf in the maiter and raised some
money also, but the local people were extremely apathetic and the
seheme fell throngh. The only hope of reviving the art now
108ts on the fact that Dubrij's looms are still iv existence.

¥ Qinss  O.—Embroidered and other Aavd-worked fabrios.—
BEwbroidering ou silk is chiefly done in rich Jain families and also
in some Mubammadan houses for domestic purposes. The fow
professional embroiderers there are in the distriot live in City
Murshidabid, and they come to Baluchar for embroidering rey.ds
and miekhilas that are*exported to Assam. A piece of embrodered
rayid or mekhla costs Ra. 40 to Rs. 50. Foreign silks, satin and
velvet are usually chosen by Jain and Muhammaden ladies for
their domestic work, in which they often exhibit great skill and
taste, Hand-embroidered wearing apparel cannot be hed in the
district in shops or markets; and the fabric used being usually
foreign, the art need only be mentioned here.

“Knitting of silk socks was an industry of some note in
Murshidébad in days when there were English military officers
in the district. The industry is now exlinct.

“ The ocostliest silk fabrics are used in Bengel. Bome costly
fabrics are exported to Assam also, but the quantity is insignifi-
cant. The fabrics used in Bengal are sdris, dhotis, jors, Baluchar
buteddr sdris, chelis, gown-pieces, hdwai goods, rekhis, ehdrkhdnas,
soarves, shawls and plain and bordered handkerchieves, Indivi-
dual weavers may be seen hawking them about in the towns, and
sometimes carrying bundles of silk oloths down to Oaloutta as
personal luggage by train. Many such weavers coms to Ualeutta
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before the Puja time, in September and October, when there
is always a hrisk enlo of silk sdris in the Onleutta market, To
Europe, kerdhs, printed handkerchieves and gown-pieces, also fdsars
and bdftds (fasar mixed with ootton), are exported, To Ravgoon
are exported phulikd’ handkerchieves and Jdnhus. To the TUnited
Provinces and the Punjab are sent matichurs or ohuris made out
of maktas aod kordhs, To Arobia are exported dharis, ehaukaras
and matras. COlelis go to most parts of Indin, also kordhs for
printing. Matka dhotis and sdris (plain and check) go to all parts
of India where there are Marithas,”

Another industry for which the districl is famous is ivory

corving. The ekill of the carvers and the high estimation in which
their work has been held are sufficiently attested by the remarks
of Professor Royle in Lsetures on the Arts and Manufactures of
India (1858) with reference to the exhibits sent to the London
Exhibition of 1851 ;:—
“A variety of specimens of carving in ivory have been sent from
different parts of India and are much to be admired, whether
for the minuteness of size, for the elaborateness of detail, or
for the truth of representation. Among these the ivory-carvers
of Berhampore are conspicuous, They have sent a little model
of themeelves at work, and using, as is the onstom of India, only
a fow tools, The set of chess-men carved from the drawings in
Layard’s ¢ Nineveh ’ were oxcellent representations of what they
could only have seen in the above work, showing that they are
oupable of doing new things when required ; while their represent-
ations of the elephant and other animals are so true to nature,
that they may be considered the works of real artists and should
be mentioned rather under the head of fine arts than of mere
manual dexterity.” In 1888 again the Murshidabad carvers
wera declared to be perbaps the best in India, * fully displaying
the finish, minuteness and ingenunity characteristic of all true
Indion art.”

The industry dates back to the fime when the Nawabs
of Bengal had their court at Murshidabad. The legend of its
introduction is quaint. The Nawab, it is said, one day called
for an ear-pick or soratcher, and when one made of grass
was brought, ssid that it was not worthy of the dignity of a
Nawib and that one must be made of ivory. An ivory carver
was therefore brought from Delhi to make one. While he
wae at work, a Hindu Bhaskar spied on him through a hole
in the wall and learnt his art, which he taunght his son, Tulsi
Ehatumbar, The latter soon excelled his father and was made
carver in ivory to the Nawib. He was a pious Hindu and
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anxious to go on pilgrimage, and, this being known, a guard was _
set over him, for fear that he might leave the oity. At last he
mansged to escape and went on pilgrimage to various plaoces,
paying his way by his work. After an absence of 17 years, he
returned to Murshidabad nnd was summoned before the Nawab,
who ordered him to make from mesmory a carving of the lute
Nawiib, The stalue he produced was so life-like, that the Nawab,
in admiration of his genins, gave him his salary in full for the
17 yoars he had been away and presented him with a house
in Mahdjantuli. To this day, itis said, “the ivory ocarvers of
Murshidabdd bend their heads and raise their hands in veneration
whenever the name of Tulsi is mentioned,” Whatever be the
truth of the legend, the art appears to have been from the
first the monopoly of the Bhaskars, whose original hereditary
oocupation is the manufacture of clay and wooden images, woml
carving and wall painting. It was an industry which depended
for its prosperity on the support of a luxurious court and wealthy
noblemen, and when the Nawibs lost their power and their
court disappeared, it languished.

The causes of its decline are stated ns follows by Mr, @,
0. Dutt in his Monograph on Tvory Careing in  Bengal
001 —
( “]:I.‘-‘ux lnok of encouragement the Murshidibad carvers have
been obliged to sncrifice quality to quantity. Established during
the declining days of the Nawadbs of Murshidibad, the encour.
agement the art received from them was but limited and sporadio,
During the palmy days of Oossimbazar, when many Kuropeans
belonging to the cotbon and silk factories of the old East India
Oompany lived there, the ivory ocarvers carried on s hrisk
business, both in the distriot and out of it. Even in 1811, when
the place was fast sinking into the obscurity from which it haq
tampurariljr emerged, it was still noted for silk, hosiery, kords
and inimitable ivory work., Bimilarly, when BBrhnmPﬂm T0BE
into importance as the chief military station in this provinoe,
the art flourished there for a time, but with the decline of the
military importance of the town it began to wane, and had it
not been for the railway communication which has made s trade
with Caleutta and Bombay possible, the art would have died out
long ago. Formerly the ivory carvers used sometimes to get
large orders from Government for supplying specimens of their
work for the various exhibitions in England and other Europenn
gountries, 08 also in Indim, but this has been discontinuod in
recent years, as collections for exhibitions are now genorally
made on loon from noblemen and zomindérs, like the Nawab of
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Murshidabad and the Mahardja of Cossimbazar, who have the
very best specimens in their possession.

“'Within the last 30 years the industry has altogether died
out from Mathra, Danlatbazar and Ranshagorgram, all three
villages near the city of Murshidibid. Thirty years ago there
wore over 50 familics of ivery carvers at Mathrs, and even so
recently as 12 years back there were about a dozen houses left.
Many of them died of malarious fever, and the few survivors
have migrated to DBaluchar, Berhampore and other places. At
present there is not a single Bhaskdr in Mathra, and there are
not more than 25 ivory carvers, principal and apprentioces all told,
living in the digtriet,”

The best workers, it may be added, live in Khégra, a quarter
of Berhampore. The Murshidabad Art Agenoy has been started
for the advertisement and exhibition of specimens of the art.

The peculiar features of the work are the minufeness of the
onrving, which reguires 70 to 80 different tools, and the
nbgenoe of joins. The carvers hate joins, and would rather
make a small image in whioch none are required, than a large
artiole which would sell at double or treble the price, because in
the latter they would have to join the pieces together. The tools
ars of a simple chnracter, being mostly ordinary carpenters’
tools, though some are far smaller and finer, They use Assam or
Burma ivory for the most part, as it is light and soft and yields
casily to the chisel without any preliminary process of softening.
For the solid end of the tusk, which is ealled the nakshidunt,
they pay generally Rs. 8-8 to Re. 10 per seer; for the middle
portion, known as kiendidant, Rs. 16 lo Iis. 16 a seer; and for
the thick end, which is hollow (galhardant), Rs. 7 to Rs. 8 per
geer, African ivory, which the carvers say is hard, and
therefore linble to crack under the chisel, sells at Rs. 2 to Rs, §
per seer less.

The first thing the carver does is to cut a block of
ivory of sufficient bulk for the article required. On this a
tracing of the objecst to be carved is drawn in penmcil, but
sometimes the design is sketched on paper. A clever workman
can carve without any preliminary sketoh, if the article to be
manufactured is one which he is acoustomed to corve. After this,
the model is ronghly shaped by means of chisels, large and small,
according to the size of the parts to be chiselled off. Then files of
different sizes and fineness are employed to work the model into a
finer shape, and drills of different sizes are used to drill holes for
perforated work., Finisbiog touches are given with an iron
stylus, whioh the carvers oall by tke common name for a pen,
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kalam, The kaZams are of vaiious degrees of fineness, some as fine
a8 needles and others like lknives or sketoh-erasers. When the
model has been brought exactly to the designed shape, it is sonked
in water for some time, and the surface is polished, first with fish
sonles and lmstly with common chalk, Ifor fastening figures
into stands aud for joining parts, emall ivory pegs are used,
For turning, o heavy lathe is used. When they huve to. carve
from a now pattern, aud they find that none of their exisling
tools are suitable or fine emough for the work, the Bhaskars will
ot once improvise a euitable tool, in the middle of their
work,

The following list of the articles produced by the carvers is
given in Mr, G. O, Dutt’s Monograph on Tvory Oareing in Bengal,
Tormeily they supplied a local demand for imoges of the guds,
but now for the most part turn out an sssortment of table orua-
ments and knick-knacks, mainly for the European market:—

Ko, Articles, JPricea. tEaranEe,

1 [ 2 | ] | 4

1 | Alphabet ... o | 1 to 1§ annms per

lokber.

2 | Durgn (the ton honded goddoss, | R 5O to Lis 800 | The  best artigs
with ler  abbendant gods ond thnt ean be madn
golddoesscs, in the ack of Bghting from one block of
with the ginnt Malisssora). ivory can be had

for [a, 150,

3 | Kali standing on the bedy of Siva | ,, 40k ,, 120 [
with two atbendant godidesses.

4 | Jagaddhited stending on the len| , BOts , 126
and elophant with two attendant
geddessos.

6 | Juganufizh's our procession we | w B0t , 1560

0 | Palanquin, single or with bearers| ,, 16to ,, 100
and attendunts.

7 | Chessman = we| w 2b6t0 ,, 260

*8 | Work-box... . n 20te .. BOD
f | Elaphant, sia Jum' capnrisoned, or w BGta , 160
fighting -i'rit-la
10 | Horse, plain or w thrn]nr wel o Bto ,, 80| FThe pries varies
11 | Bullock- eorts | 1» Bla 5 BO secording to the
12 | Maur-pankhi, or pi.nunr:k slata| , 10te ,, 100 size  of  the
barge, piaces, and ulap
18 | Oamel, single or with driver e | 1w B0, 40 necording o tha
14 | Cow, singlo or with ealf | 6 BW o, 2 qoality of the
15 D[’H wun i sas IT] 2 to E1l 8 work.
1i Piﬁ we Bad 1T i 2 bo " 1'5
17 | Buffule ... s e w 8to 5, 20
18 | Croeodile ... i | w Bl o5 20
19 | Daor W wi| o "Ata o, 16
20 | Plongh, with plonglmon w B8k , 20
21 | Lockab and ehain (with or without| 5 Bto ., &O )

gold or sliver mounling). I
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Na, Articles, Prices, KoM angs,

1 2 a 4

22 | Boreings ... vee wo | Re, 4to Ra, 10
23 | Mgures of zavenn lndies, Hindu| ,, 2to , 6
pricsts, wasloermon, wator-carriors, ench,
poons, portors, inilors, scpoys,
fakirs, policomon,

24 | Papor-cuttor o R 5 e au.|
25 | Baugles, bracoleks with or without| ,, 25 andupward

gold or silver mountings. FTha prico varies
20 Gﬂ.rﬂ CORD L., i wi| w Ote , 1B aacording to the
27 | Xnitting noedles ... " Annns B forn || sizo  of  the

eat of Four, piccos, ond alao

28 | Orocheb necdles v « | Ro, 1-8 ench ancording to the
20 | Naplin rings v v | Re, 28 onch quality of the
&0 glho!::b:mmm wi | » 16to Re. G0 j wark,
41 L] van ne s 0 to ,, 100
82 | Walking aticks wl| o Bt .. 76
&8 | Chdmure or fiy-llap Pe S,
84 | Combs ... .

“The above list,”” writes Mr, G. O. Dutt, “is by no means
exhaustive, The Murshidabad carvers turn out various other toys
and trinkets, and of mythological subjects there is, perhaps, no
end. Only one mythological figure the Murshidabad Bhaskars
will not carve or sell, and that it is that of Krishna, as they are
his followers ® and cannot oreate or gell the deity they worship.
Although the Murshidabad carvers can carve any practicable
model of almost every useful and ornamental object, it must not
be snpposed that there isa regular supply of all these things
in the market, nor should one expeot to ind many such objeots
in dnily nse anywhere, except, perhaps, the bangles and ocombs
which are worn by up-country and Deccan women generally.
There is usually but a limited and fitful outturn.”

0Oil is manufactured at an oil mill in Dayfinagar (in the
Berhampore Municipality), which was formerly ecalled the
Sambha Mill, but has been renamed the Manindra Oil Mill after
its owner, Mahiirlija Manindra Chandra Nandi of Qossimbazar.

The manufacture of steel trunks, boxes, safes, eto., is a newly
introduced industry, There are three manufactories at Jifiganj,
another at Bhagwangola and o fifth et Khagra in Berhampore:
the last was storted by a man who learnt the art in Caloutta and
established ngencies both in Berhampore and Rampur Boalia,
Rolled steel is obtained in Oaloutta and worked up by Indian
ertisans under Indian supervision, These small factories are doing
well, and the prices are cheaper than those of English-made goods.

® They belong to the Voishnova sect.
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Ootfon weaving survives as a village handicraft, bedsheets, Toxtile
gdmehas, lngis, eto., being woven on hand looms. Blanket dustrios

weaving is carried on by colonies of Qareris, or up-country sheep-
rearers and blanket-weavers, in the Jangipur subdivision, the
principal seat of the industrybeing Aurangibfid, The blankets,
which cost Re, 7 to Re. 8, are exported to Oaloutts and elsewhere,
They are also made in the Kéndi subdivision, but for lecal eale
only. Dyeing of cotton and silk is confined to a few families at
- Khéagra, Baluchar and Mirgipur., There are skilled embroiderers
in the town of Murshidibdd, who embroider caps, slippers and
olothes with gold and silver wire.

Gold and silver work is carried on in Khagra, Berhampore, paial
Palinde and Kandi; malaria is said to have depleted the familips industries.

of workmen, Bell-metal and bross ntessils are moenufactured in
eonsiderable quantities at Khigra, Berhampore, Kindi, Baravagar
and Jangipur ; they sre exported as well as sold in the local
markets, Looks and betel-nut outters of o superior kind are
made at Dhulidn end ivon chests at Jangipur. Bédri-ware is
produced by a fow workmen at Murshidab#d; the prooess cousists
of inlaying silyer in pewter, which is blackened with sulphate
of copper. The MurshidibAd Art Agenoy has endeavoured to
foster this latter industry by advertising and exhibiting
specimens.

This distriot is one of the few in Bengal in which lac turnery is Wood and

carried on. Bamboo work 18 a fairly extensive handioraft ; ohairs,
moras, soveons (ohiks), boxes and waste-paper baskots are made
and sold locally,

amboo
work.

Olay models and figures are made at hagra. The specimens Cla
shown at an exhibition which was held at Banjetia a few ™ol

years ago to encourage local industries compared very favourably
with those made in the Nadia distriot, the workmanship of which
has long been held in high estimation.

Last but not least of the distriot industries may pe mentioned Fiehing.

fishing, which, asalready stated, is the means of subsistence,
directly and indirectly, of 34,000 persons. It must, moreover, be
borue in mind that & certain number eubsist partislly by fishing
and partly by agriculture, and ot the census return the latter as
their principal means of livelihood. Altogether 1,158 cultivators
and 698 agrioultural labourers returned fishing or boating as a
subsidiary ocoupation in 1911, and theee were workers only ;
their dependants would account for nearly 3,000 more persons.
The Ganges sbounds with fish at all times of the year, and a
large number of fishermen live along its banks, The Bhagirathi
and Jalangi also furnish a large supply during the rainy season.
The Bbandirdaha Bil is the most valuable fishery among confined
' L
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waters, containing nearly all the fresh-water varielies that are
found in Bengal, Its resources have, however, been reduced
materially since communication with the Bhigirathi was out off
by the construction of an embankment, The &7 formerly
extended another five miles northward to near Lalitikuri, but the
embonkment st that place being constantly breached, another
wag built from Digha Ghat to Bhagwangola. The latter hus
out off the northern portion of the &}, which is known as the
Bura Thakur Bil and effectaally prevented inundation. Prior
to this, the &i/ was full of fish, even kifa being fuund in it,

Other bi%s also give employment to a consideralble fisking popu-
lation, The Bishtupur (Vighnupur) Bil, whioh is replonished with
fry from the Bhagirathi, containe carp of four varieties, Siluridae,
elo., which are caught with nets shot from boats as well as with
fish-traps. Conditions are the same in the Challin Bil. The
Chanda Bil is well stooked with the fish known as kdtmdehs, e.g.,
Anabas seandens, Sacchobranohns fossilis, Clurius magur and the
Opliocephalidas, but containe very few oarp, probably beoavse
they are destroyed. by the kdtmdoha, which are all predatory fish.
This il is full of weeds and lotuses, which preclude the use of
nets, and fish have to be caught in traps or speared with the
kaueh or fish-spear. The Hoalin Bil, being a shollow maysh, is
chiefly used for cultivation, but the north-eastern portion, which
is called the Putijol Bil, abounds with kdtmdeha, which are caught
in the same way as in the Chanda Bil. Fighing is also carried
on in the Northern Drainage Cut, fixed nets being placed at the
entrance of the Putijol Bil ; the fishery rights are let out annually
by the Publie Works Department.

From the eud of July fill the beginning of October the
greater part of the Buti and Bhamsherganj thanas is under
water of varying depth. The shallow portions are covered with
rice, jute, sugarcnne and other high-growing crops, and constitute
a prolific spawning ground for ruhdi, mirgel, kdtla and other
Grangetio fish. At the village of Bohotal in thana Buti, which is
surrounded by water on three sides and distant only about three
miles from the Rajgaon station of the East Indian Railway,
& daily market is held for the sale of fry, which are exported in
earlhen jars (gharas) to Birbhiim, Burdwan and elsewhere to
stock tanks with, Another daily market is held at Bendahat,
7 miles from Raghunathgang, from July to Ootober. The boats
used are all of one description, and apparently peouliar to this
part—long, rakish, narrow, gondola-shaped craft, beaatifully
put together and very speedy. The fry, when caught, are
thrown into the boats, which are kept with four or five inches
of water in them. Two holes are bored in the bottom, one
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at either end, through which a continual stream of fresh water
keops bubbling up, the depth being regulated by baling. On

reaching the shore where the market is held, the fish are

placed in small tanks out in the ground and filled with
muddy water, They are first, however, washed in large sheets
submerged in the b/ or river water; and, as far as possible, all
predatory fish, such a8 bouil, are removed, When purchased, the
fry are carried away in gharas, which are filled with water,
thiokly impregnated with mud. The gharas are suspended from
banghy sticks, which are kept constantly oscillating, because
the fry will die if the mud is allowed to setile and fhe water
to olear. Even when standing still, the bearers keep up a
jerking motion of their shoulders, so ss to keep the water
constantly agitnted, When oarried by mil, the water is sfirred
with stioks continually with the same object. The fry are sold
by measure, a small wicker-work measure containing about half-
a-seer beiug used. The price is in inverse ratio to the size of the
fieh it contains, for the smuller the fish, the greater the number.
Five or six annas per measure seems to be an average price, which
would be something like n rupee o thousand ; they fetech more
than double that price in the distriets to which they are exported.

The limits of space preclude a description of the large variery
of fishing implements, nets, traps, ete., in use, but mention may
be made of a fow ingenious contrivances employed, Some
of the unets are of very large size. The dore ja/, for instance,
which is stretched between pleces on the banks, is somstimes
£,000 or 3,000 feet long. The kachal nets, again, are 2,100 foel
long by 66 feet deep and require two boats to work them,
When they are being shot, the fishermen make o peculiar noise
by rubhing a hollow piece of bamboo against the side of the
boat, and also strike the water with the hollow side of half split
bamboos in order to drive the fish into the net. ‘I'he smallar
fish are kept in the hold, but the larger varieties are strung
through the eye cavities (not the eyes) by a string, which is
attached to & rope hanging from omne end of the bhoat to the
other ; they thus remain in the fresh water of the biZ, and can
be kept alive a long time and sent fresh to the markets, An.
other net, known as the moi jal, is used in pairs, whioh require
four boats to manipulate them. The boats, which are 18 or 19
feet long, are tied in pairs end to end with a couple of bambogs,
The nets are let down from each pair of boats, which then draw
near each other, sweeping the intervening space. Two men
dive down and join the ends of the nets under water, nfter which
they are drawn up.

L2
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Another peenliar device is employed with the long narrow
boats called saranpas, which are about 42 feet long and 2% feet
broad. On one side of the boat a net is raised to a height of five
feet; on the cther a split bamboo grating is placed. As the boat
is rowed into the bank, a noise is caused by the grating passing
through the water. The fish, anxious to escape, endeavour to
jump across the boat and are caught in the outstrotohed net. This
method of . fishing is only carvied on ab night-time. Nut less
eurious is the method of oatohing fish with the bishal jal. This
is a fine-moshed net in the shape of an isosceles triangle, with
sides about 10 or 12 feet long, which is kept slxetohed by bamboos
tied at the apex. A man lowera the net into the water, while a
woman with a floater (generally a jar or Adndi, which is used
afterwards to hold the catoh) swims about in front of him to
drive the fish into the net.

In the Bhindirdaha DBil and other 4ifs it is the practice
to place “bushes” in the water, composed of large heaps of
twigs and the trunks of trces with large branches. The fish
colleot in these bushes, whioh are enclosed twice or thrice in
the year. Bamboo enclosures are ereoted, with nets fastened
to the bamboos, and are gradually made smaller as the bushes
are approached, the bamboos being taken up and re-ereoted each
time. When the oirele is sufficiently small, is, about 80 or
40 feet in dinmeter, the fishermen dive in and begin to take
up the twigs and branches, using their hands and also hooks
attached to bamboo poles. When all have been removed, two
or three of them dive down and bring together the lower ends
of the nets, which are then lifted up, brought to the boats, and
hauled in with all the fish in them., The tops of the nets are 10
feet above the water, but some fish, eepecially kdtla and ruhs,
menage to escape by jumping over them. This method of
fishing takes from two to four days, according to the area to be
enclosed.

There are numerous kinds of fixed traps, but, perhaps, the
commonest are the kAalans or chalis, which are gratings made of
split bamboos placed across lils or drains that have a current of
water, They are fixed into the ground, and the top, which is
five or six feet above the water, has a net attached to it, The
fish, which in their way up sgainst the stream try to jump over
any obstacle they encounter, are caught in the net when they
leap over the grating. A large number of fish are obtained in this
way, which is open to the objection thet it is o serious impedi-
ment to the upward passage of fish. A simple contrivance for
catching eels is the ddnchonga, which is a tube of bamboo, two .
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or three feet long, with both ends open; it is made by splitting
& bamboo in two and cutting away the knots inside till it is quite
smooth : the two halves are then tied together with a piece of
string, The tube is put in the mud, at a depth of seven or eight
feet, and fixed there by a pin of bamboo. After 24 hours the
fisherman dives to the bottom, and, closing the open ends of the
tube with his two hands, takes it tothe surface. In weedy watars
a fish-spear, called kauoh, is nsed. This is a sixteen bladed spear
with a baruboo alaft, which is thrown from palm tree dug-outs.”

Pearl fishing, a somewhat rare industry in Bengal, is carried P earl
on in this distriet. The pearl fisheries exist in a series of bils, e
marking the line of an old river, which stretch from the Gobra
Nullah to Rukimpur, a distance of about 88 miles, The pearle
are found in o mnssel, which is a species of Ukris, probably a
variety of the pearl-bearing Unino margaritifira. The Motijhil
and the 4ifs in thanas Bhagwingola, Barwa and Nawada yield the
greatest number. The majority are seed pearls, and usually
have a golden tint. Valuable pearls are occasionally found, feteh-
ing as much as Rs. 200 each, bat such finds are rare, and the
largest pearls seldlom exceed Rs. 15 or Rs., 80 in value. The
fishery season is in the hot weather, when the water is low and
almost stagnant, The various branches of the industry furnish
employment to about 300 persons during this period, and its
annual value is estimated at Rs, 3,000,

The district is favourably situated for trade, having several pgung
lines of railway and also being served by the two first deltaio
off.shoots of the Ganges, viz., the Bhigirathi and Jalangi,
through which there is boat communication with Oaloutta, The
eastern half of the distriet, enclosed by the Ganges, Bhagirathi
and Jalangi has, from time immemorisl, been the seat of large
commercial towns, and the railway has opened up the western
half. The principal seats of trade are Asimganj, Jangipur,
Jidganj, Khigra and Dhulifn on the Bhigirathi; the Jain
merchants of Azimganj are among the richest traders in Bengal.
Other important markets are Bhagwingola, Beldanga, Saktipur,
Jalangi, Kandi, Gokarna, Lalbagh, Sagardighi, Diluchsr and
Chhapghati. Periodical fairs are held at Dhaulian, Jangipur,
Chaltia, Saktipur end Kandi, The external trade is mainly with
Caloutts. The chief imports are Enropean pisce-goods, salt, coal
and kerosene oil; the chief exports are silk and agrioultural
produce, such as rice, wheat, gram, oil-seeds and jute.

®* I am indebted for the nbove information lo s roport on the fisheries of
Morahidabfid by Mr. B, Dus; Superintondent of Fishorics, Bongal, who enrrod ouf
a survey of the fishorios in April 1912,
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OHAFTER IX.

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION,

RATL- Tur distriet is served both by the East Indian Railway and
Wa¥s  the Eastern Bengal State Railway nnd contains three lines of
j.:.TmEnﬂj railway. The oldest is the Azimganj branch line of the East
branch. © 1ydian Railway, which vans almost due east from Nalhati, a
station in the Birbhiim district on the Loop Line of the East
Indian Railway, to Azimganj, & town in this distriot situated on
the Bhagirathi directly opposite to Jiaganj. Its total length is
27} miles, of which 15 miles lie in this district, The stations in
Murshidabad, proceeding from west to east, are Bokhbara,
Sagardighi, Barala and Azimganj. The line, which was construet-
ed by o private company in 1862, was acquired by Government
in 1872, when it was known as the Nalhati-Asimganj State
Railway. Through communication with Suri, the headquarters
of Birbhiim, and thenee with the Burdwin distriet, has been
established by the Ondil-Sainthia line (from Ondal in Burdwin to
Sainthia in Birbhiim). Th's connects the Chord and Loop Lines
of the East Indian Railway, and was opened to traffic in 1908,
“mﬂ‘“‘ The Azimganj branch line was the only railway in the
:‘i‘;" 1d&- digtriot until 1905, when the Bindgha!-Murshidibad branech of
branch. the Eastern Bengal State Railway was opened. The latter takes
off from the main line of the Eastern Bongal Btate Railway at
Ranaghit and runs northward through the distriots of Nadia and
Murshidabad (which it enters w little north of FPlassey) to its
terminns at Lilgola Ghat on the Ganges. The length within
the district is 44% miles, and there are 13 stations within distriot
limits, viz., proceeding from south to north, Rajinagar, Beldiunga,
Bhibta, Bargichi, Berhampore Court, Oossimbazar, Murshidabad,
Nashipur Road, Jidganj, Bhagwiauvgola, Krishnapur, Lilgola
and Lalgola Ghat. An additional station is being opened
between Jiaganj and Bhagwéngola.
Batharwa-  Lhe lutest addition to the railway lines of Murshidabad is
pumganj- the  Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwa branch of the Kast Indian
Tine. Hailway line, which is an extension of the Hooghly-Katwa and
Burdwin-IKatwa branches of the East Indian Railway, It
runs from Katwa in Burdwin throngh Asimganj snd Dhulian
to Barharwa, o station on the Loop Line in the Sonthal Parganas,
and has a length, approximately, of 100 miles. With the
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exception of 6 miles at either end, which lie in the Bonthal
Parganas and Burdwan, it lies entirely in Murshidabad, following
the western bank of the Bhagirathi.

A proposal for the construction of a light railway from Krish- Light
nagar to Jalangi in this district (vid Meherpur), o distanco of 56 ™I™¥*
miles, was made by the District Board of Nadia several years
ago. A survey was authorized in 1905 and was carried out by the
agency of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, In 101112 a
concession was granted to Meesrs., H. V. Low & Co. to float
a branch eompany for its construction. The line, which is to be
on the 2 feet 6 inches gauge, will be subsidized by the Nadia
District Board.

The Distrist Board maintains 554 miles of metslled roads poaps.
ond 515 miles of unmetalled roads, inaddition to which fair.
weather iracks, known o8 ‘“village roads,” have an aggregate
length of 872 miles. The following is & brief description of the
prineipal roads.

1. The Bhagwdngols Road—This is a metalled road, 19§
miles long, from Berhampore to Bhagwingola, with a branch to
Jidganj. It connects the Bhagirathi with the Ganges and the
headquarters station with Jidganj Ghat, opposite the Azimganj
railway station. Prior to the construction of the Raufghat-Mur-
chidabad Railway line, it was one of the most frequented trade
roules, the goods consigned to Azimganj merchants being brought
along it from the Ganges. It passes through Manullibazar and
I{aluichili, where the road used to be periodically swept away
when the Lalitdkuri embankment was breached; there is an
inspeotion bungalow at Jidganj, 14 miles from Berhampore.

2, The Jalangi Koaid—Ia the most important of those in the
enstern portion of the distriot. It is 28 miles long and conneots
Berhampore with Jalangi, psssing through Daulatabad, Islimpur
and Damkul (Azimganj). There are inspection bungalows at
Kaladanga on the Bhairab 16 wiles from Berhampore, and Bhaduxi-
pérs, 8 miles from Kaladinga and 24 miles from Berhampore,

3. The Kandi-Sainthiz Road—Btarts frum Radharghat oppo-
site Berhampore, and runs through Gokaran, Kandi, Kulli and
Belgrim to Sainthia in Birbhiim, where there is a station on
the Loop Line of the East Indian Railway. The portion from
Radharghat to Belgrim, 30 miles long, lies in Murshidabad.
1t is metalled as far ns Kindi (16} miles), and is bridged
throughout except at the Mor and Dwirka rivers, where ferry
beats are kept in the rains; at the crossing of the Dwirka a
temporary bridge with a causeway is erected in the dry season,
There is au inspection bungalow at Kandi,
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4, The Kwrishnagar Road, or Caleuita Road—Extends from
Berhampore to Krishnagar, the headguerters of the Nadia
distriot, passing through Barwa, Dadpur, Loknithpur and
Debagriam. The large village of Beldanga is also in the vicinity
of the road, Its length within the distriot is 21% miles. There
is an inspection bungalow at Dadpur, 16 miles south of
Berhampore. This is an old military road, along which the
troops marched from Caleutta to Berhampore, when troops were
stationed at the latter place. Its importance has diminished since
the construotion of the railway.

5. The Badshihi Road—1Is another old road, for, as its name
implies, it was an Imperial road in the Mughal days; the
name is now commonly oorrupted into Badshi, It was recon-
structed during the famine of 1874, previous to which it had
almost disappeared, so much so that there were scarcely any carts
in the country traversed by if, all merchandise being conveyed
by pack bullocks. This road, which is 45 miles in length, stretohes
from Jarur on the Murarai Road, near Jangipur, due south to
_ the Niwada station on the Azimganj branch of the Iast Indian

Railway in Birbhiim, and thence to the south-western boundary
of the district at Naugdon, where it joine the Burdwin Road.
feven miles of the road, from Thikurpur to Gambhira, lie in
the Birbhiim district. It crosses the Panochgrim Road at
Panchgram, the Kandi-SBainthia Road at Kulli and Belgram, and
the Panohthupi Road at Barwan; the police-stations of Mirza-
pur and Khargram are also situated on it. The road is carried
across the MNagar or Janka Bil, between Sherpur and Khargrim,
on a high embankment. There is an inspection bungalow at
Khargrim, which is situated 9 miles eonth of Kandi and 12 miles
" gouth of Pénchgrim,

6. The Patkabdri Rond—28 miles long, starts from the
weetern bank of the Bhigirathi nearly opposite Berhampore
and passes through the villages of Hariharpara, Uhoa, Nawdda
and Patkébari on the south-eastern boundary of the distriet.
There are inspection bungalows at Hariharpars, 18 miles south-
east of Berkampore, and at Amtcla, 21 miles from Berhampore.
The road is of importance, as it conneots the headquerters station
with the productive thanas of Hariherpara and Nawada in the
east and south-east. It is metulled us far as Narainpur, 6 miles
from Berbampore. Irom Amtola another important road rans
to Beldanga station.

7. The Panchgram [Road—163 miles long, extends from
Danapéra, opposite the town of Murshidibad, to Panchgrém,
close to the western boundary of the district, where there isan



MEANS oF COMMUNIOATION, 153

inspection bungalow, It crosses the large Bassia Bil between
Nabagrim and Pinchgram,

8, The Jangipur-Murarai Rosd—Is an important feeder
road, 14 miles in length, connecting the subdivisional headguerters
of Jangipur with the Mast Indian Railway Lioop Line at
Murarai. Seven milee of the road from Raghunathgenj on the
western hank of the Bhagirathi opposite Jangipur to Mitrapur
(Sahebnagar) lio in this distriet, and the remainder in Birbhiim.

9, Zhe Purdnadeori-Mureha Road—17 miles long, oonuests
Berhampore and Murshidibad with the north-enstern portion
of the district and with Eampur Doalia, the headquarters station
of Rajshihi.

. The Jiggany-Jangipuwr Road—Is o portion of the old
Réjmahal Koad, 28 miles in length, It leads from Jiaganj,
northwards throngh Diwénsarai and Khamrasarai, to Jangipur.

1. The HRamnagar-Dhulign Road—80} miles in length,
runs along the right bank of the Bhéagirathi from Ramuagar
in the extreme south of the district, opposite Plassey to Suti in
the north, and thence along the bavk of the Gavges to Dhulidn,
It is an unmetalled road possable by wheeled traffic for only
nice months in the year. The chief places which it passes,
proceoding from south to morth, are Baktipur, Rangimati,
Dahapara, Azimganj, Gadi, Nutanganj, Raghunathganj, Suti
snd Shamshergnaj.

There are a nnmber of important feeder roads which have a
heavy cart traffio, such as those from Raghunithganj to Bokbara
(114 miles), from Amtola to Beldinga (14% miles) and from
Rajinagar to Garhduira (3} miles).

The Ganges or Padma is navigable throughout the year, and waren
steamers regularly ply along it o and from Goalundo. The SoM¥THi-
other big rivers are navigable by country boats except in the dry '
geason, 1.6, the hot weather and latter part of the cold weather,
The most important of them are the Bhigirathi and Jalangi,
whioh, as shown in Chapter I, have long been silting up. During
the eighty years, 1822 —1902, the Bhagirathi was closed during
the dry season in 20 years ; in 18 years a lowest depth of 14 to 2
feet was maintained, and in 28 years the lowest depth was 2 to 3
feet, In the last fourteen years of this period it was practically
olosed during the dry season exocept in 1895, when there was a
depth of 3% feet. The portion oppesite to Berhampore is the
worst of all. In spite of the efforts of the Publio Works Depart-
ment to keep it open, nothing is to be seen during the dry season
but a long expanse of sand, When the river is navigable by
steamers, which is only from about the middle of June to the




154 MUBRSHIDABAD,

middle of October, the Caloutta Steam Navigation Company rans
river steamers and keeps up a regular service to Oaloutta. As
regards the Jalangi, it was olosed in the dry season during the
last 45 years of the same period, and was open to & minimum
depth of about 1} feet in 11 years, and to a minimum depth of 2
to 8 foet in 24 years. The measures which are taken to keep these
rivers open to traffic have already been mentioned in Chapter I.
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CHAPTER X,

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.

Iy is not possible to compare the present land revenue of the
district with that realized under Muhammadan rule, for there
was 1o fisonl unit corresponding to the area now included in
the distriot. Changes of jurisdiction also preclude sany com-
parison of the ocollections at different periods of British rule
until a recent date, e.g., a large part of Bankura was comprised
in the distriet till 1787, and thana Barwin was transferred to
it from Birbhiim in 1879, while the Rampur Hat subdivision
was detached from Murshidibdd and added to Birbhiim.

In Todar Mall’s rent-roll of 1582 the present distriot area
formed part of several sarkdrse. The greater part fell within
Sarkdr Tanda or Audambar, but some of the country to the east
was in Sagrkdr Mahmudabad, a small tract to the extreme south
was in Sarkdr Batghon, and part also was in Serkdr Sharifabad.
By the financial reforms of Murshid Kuli Khan, Murshidabad
was constituted one of tHe thirteen ehakidhs into which the whole
of Bengal was divided. The area of the old chak/dl of Murshi-
dabad cannot, however, be compared with the present district, for
it seems to have been co-exteunsive with the whole of the present
districts of Hajehahi, Bogrs, Pabua and Murehidabad, and to have
covered also the larger portions of Malds, Birbhim and Nadia.
It is evident, therefore, that the revenue raised from this tract can
not be bronght into comparison with the revenue of Murshidiabad
district under British rule. According to the nssessment of 1722,
which is given in detsil in Graot’s dnalysis of the Finances of
Bengal, the revenue of Murshidabad elakidh asmounted to
30 lakhs or more thav one-fifth of the revenue of the entire
Province of Bengal. This total, however, included not only the
land revenue, but alsv the mint duties of Murshidabad, which
yielded 3 lakhs, and the Chunakhali taxes, whioch produced the
same sum. The last item represented all the varying imposts on
houses and trade that were levied within the city of Murshidabad,
of which the export duties on gilk formed a considerable portion.

The rent-roll of 1722 furnishes some interesting information
regarding the value of the ydgir or rent-free grant of land, which
was attached to the office of the Nawdb and [ormed hie
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recognized official income. It consisted of 298 entire or broken
parganas, scattered throughout the country, of which the annual
rent was eslimated in the imperial books ot 16 lakhs but,
acoording to the principles of waluation adopted for the
nesegsment  of  other zaminddris, the estimate falls fo
10% lakhs. This jigir formed the vieeregal establishment, out
of which had to be defrayed a large portion of the military
expenses of Government, the whole of the Nawib's houschold
expenses in his private and public capacity, {ogether with the
greater part of the ecivil-list charges, inclusive of those usually
incurred in the Faujdari or High Court of oriminal judioature,

In 1880-81 the collections of Jand revenue in Murshidabad
amounted fo Rs. 13,05,000, but in the next deoade some
eatntes were transferred to other districts, and the realizations
consequently fell to Rs. 10,68,000 in 1890-01, They wore
Rs. 10,66,000 in 1900-01, but rose to Re. 10,74,000 in 1910-11.
Tn 1911-12 there were 2,329 permanently setiled cstates with a
current demand of Rs, 10,12,085, sixty-four temporarily settled
estates with o demand of Iis. 25,219 and 30 Government estates
held directly by Government with a demand of Rs. 38,584,
Altogether 4,077 revenue-paying estates, 246 revenue-free estates
and 1,827 rent-fres lands were nssessed to roads and publio works
cesses in the same year, the aggregate ourrent demand being
Rs. 1,82,644, The recorded share-holders of these 5,660 estates
were 88,909 in number. There were also 17,022 tenures nssessed
to cesses with 28,112 recorded share-holders. The gross rental of
the disiriet when road-cess was first assessed under Aot X of 1871
was Re. 32,88,057, and it has now risen to Rs. 35,092,604,

Only one large estate, known as the Cossimbazar estate, is
under the management of the Court of Wards, This is the
gecond time it has come under management, for it was adminis-
tered by the Oourt of Wards during the minority of the late
Eaja Ashutcsh Nath Ray of Cossimbazar, avd was released only
ten years before his death, He died intestate on 17th December
1906, leaving an infant son, only a few mouths old, since named
Kamala Ranjan Ray, as the sole heir of his property. The child
was declared a minor, and his person and property were taken
charge of by the Court. The properties belonging to the estate
lie for the moet part in Hastern Bengal; there sre 74 revenue.
paying and revenue-free estates, 113 patni and other permanent
leases, nine temporary leases and nine rent-free holdings in the
districts of Murshidabad, Birbhiim, Hooghly, Monghyr and
Caloutta. The total rent and cess demand amounts to about four
lakhs ; nearly one-third of the rental is derived from properties
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held under direct management. The liabilities of the estate, as
ascertained after sssumption of charge by the Court of Wards,
were Rs. 2,830,000, but this emount had been reduced to
Rs. 49,000 in 1913,

At the time of the Permanent Seltlement there were fonr Laxo
dasses of mwindirs in Bengal. They are thus desoribed in the T¥¥UBES.
introduction to Hunter's Bengal Manuseript Records. * The first Bevenue-
olass of Bengal zamindirs represented the old Hindu and Dot
Muhammadan Réjis of the ocountry, previous to the Mughal
oonqueet by tho Emperor Akbar in 1576, or persons who claimed
that status, The socond cluss were Rajis or great laudholders,
most of whom dated from the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and some of whom wuore, like the first class, da facto
rulers in their own estates or territories, subject to a tribute or
land tax to the representative of the Emperor. There two
olasses had a social position faintly resembling the Feudatory
Ohiefs of the British Indian Empire, but that position was
enjoyed by them on the basis of oustom, not of ftreaties. The
third and most numerous class were persons whose families had
held the office of collecting the revenue during one or two or
more generations, and who had thus established a preseriptive
right. A fourth and also numerous class was made up of the
revenue farmers, who, sinoe the diwedni grant in 1765, had
ocolleated the land tax for the East India Uompany, under the
system of yearly loases, then of five years' leases, and again of
yearly leases. Many of these revenue farmers had, by 1787, ac-
quired the ds facto etatus of zamindéars,” The originel differences
in the holdings of these four classes of zemindars were obliterated
by the Permanent Settlemert, and from 1793 onwards all estatos,
whatever their origin, were placed on a uniform basis.

In this distrit the only revenue-paying estates with any Aimas.
peouliar features are those known as aimas. They arve generally
of extremely small area, and though they are borne on the tausi
and pay revenue, its amount is always small and often only
nominal. They are believed to have been originally charitable
grants for Mubammadan uses, and sbound in pargana Fatehsingh
to the south-west. It is not clear why aimas should be so plentiful
in this part of the distriet, "C'he grantees are usually resident
Musalméns ; but there is no reason to suppose that the grants
wera made direotly by the Mubammadan Governor of Murshi-
dabad. The estate of Fatehsingh is one of the oldest in the
distriot, and so far back as its history can bo traced, it has almost
always been in the possession of a Hindu family. 1t is known
also, as a watter of fact, that aimas have been oreated by the
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Hipdu samindirs, It has been conjectured, therefore, that they
owe their origin to fear rather thau to favour.

Revenue-free estates are largely represented in Murshidabad,
but possess few features which are mot common to the rest of
Bengal. The lakhirdj estates are most common in pargana Asad-
nagar, which contains the greater part of the-city of Murshidabad.
The Nawib Bahadur of Murshidibid is the largest &tkiirdsiar
in the distriot. Tis ramuas or deer parks, which come under this
oategory, are very extensive, and ho owns, . besides, several large
revenue-free mahdls called muman,

The Muhammadan Government, for objects of administrative
gonvenience, sometimes entercd into engagemenis with small
proprietors to pay their land revenue throngh the zamindars
within the limits of whose estates their properties lay. The
gamindiirs agnin oconsionally made unauthorized transfers of land,
snd to concenl the fact from the Muhammadan Goverument
gtipulated that the tranferees ghould pay their quota of land
revenue throngh them. Partly at their own request, in order
that they might obtain protection from the exactions of the
gamindars, and pertly for other reasons, the majority of the
taduks, as such estates were called, were sepurated from the
parent estates at the Permanent Settlement and recognized as
geparate estates with land revenue peyable direct to the State,
Some, however, were not separated, but continued as dependent
tenures, known as mashurd ¢dluks. They were especially numerous
in the old zamindari of Rajshahi, which included some portion of
the present distriot of Murshidabad. They are not now very
common, and are chiefly to be found in the pargina of Maohalandi,
which formerly helonged to the Raja of Rajshahi: they continue
to be dependent upon the larger zamindéris of which they form a
part, to the extent of paying their Government revenue through
the superior zamindar, In other respects they confer full rights
of proprietorship. Shikmi seems to be merely another name
for the mazkuri or dependent fdluk, being usually adopted in
parganas to the west of the Bhagirathi, especially Khargrim
and Muraripur,

Another tenure, dating back to a period anterior to the
Permanent Settlement, is the dsfimrdri, which is a hereditary and
transferable tenure, held at a fixed rate of rent: it is, in fact, a
tenure granted in perpetuity before the Permanent Settlement.
It is, however, tare in Murshidabad.

Many other tenures,have been created since the Permanent
Sottlement, of which perhaps the commonest are pafni faluks.
This tenure had its origin in the Burdwan Rj estate, which
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was assessed wery highly at the Permanent Bettlement. . In
order to ensure ensy and punotual realization of the rental, o num-
ber of leases in perpetuity, to be held at a fixed rent, were given
to middlemen, and this device was soon adopted in other estates,
The tenure, which was legalized by Regulation VIII of 1819,
consiste of a tdluk held in perpetuity at a fxed rent. 1t is linble
to sale for arrears of veml; but its chief pecnlinrity ia that the
tenure may be altogether extingnished by the eale of the parent
estate for arrears of Government revenus. Beneath the patn
comes o eeries of subordinate tenures ereated by suocessive sub-
infoudations, each with rights similar to those of the original
patni. These are known as dar-painis, se-painis, daradar-patnis,
and 80 on. It would appear that this mode of sub-iufeudation is
especially common in Murshidibad., Most large estates are let
out fo ore or more patniddrs ; under each pafnidar flourish dar.
patniddrs ; under whom again are to be found ss-painiddrs, and
sometimes a fourth class of daradar-patniddirs. Nor is this the end
of the chain. Under the darader-patnidar, there often orops up
the ijdrdddr, the mawrusiddr, the géutliidir, or other subordinate
tenant, Indeed, it is not uncommon to find the mere ganthidar
or jotddr subletting the land to a fresh tenant, whom he misoalls
a painiddr ; and thus the entire series may commence anew.

This process of infeudation is due, in great part, to the
urgent need of ready money at certain times. The temptation
to get rid of the trouble and uncertainty of ocollection, and to
obtain a lump sum of money for the celebrativn of & wedding
ceremony, pija, ete, is naturelly strong; and it is aelmost
invariably the case that when a loase of the puéni series is given,
the leasor veceives a cash bonus or saldmi, as well as an agreement
for the payment of & fixed annual rent.

The term gandhi is used loosely to designate tenuros generally gzugni,
and is also specifically applied to tenures dating from the
{ime of the Permanent Settlement, which are known by the
name of the original grantee, even though they may have passed
{o another family. Buch tenures are entered in the semindur’s
acoounts under the name of the original grantee, aud the actual
possessor is shown as paying rent (gdnthi juma) on his acoount.

Jot is anocther name applied in this distriet to hereditary and z,4,
transferable tenures held at a fixed rate of remnt, which are else-
where oalled maurasie, gdnthie, hdwdizs, eto, The origio of the
tenure, as the name of jof implies, is to be found in eultivators’
holdings at & definite rent; but the holders bLuve censed from
variong reasons to till the soil themselves, and have sublet to the
actual busbandmen, The prosperous peasant always attemps to
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leave the oultivator’s sphere of life, and to rise into the next
higher rank. As soon as he finds he can afford it, he sublets his
land, and the industrious worker sinks into the respectable
annuitant,

The maurasi proper differs somewhat from the jot. It is a
hereditary tenure, but the right to alienate depends upon local
oustom, which in Muorshidabdd is favourable to alienation,
Unless proteoted by express stipnlations in the leass, the maurasi-
ddr remains liable to enhancement of rent. These tonures are
sometimes granted for cultivation, but more often for the erection
of dwelling-hounses, for the laying out of gardens, plantations and
gimilar purposes.

The mukarari is also a tenure held at a fixed rate of rent, and
the chief difference between it and o maurvae is that the former is not
necessarily transferable and does not descend to heirs unless it is
also mawrasi, The two terms have, however, come to be synono-
mous, the mukarari leases having, as o general rule, the
privileges of maurasi grants attached to them.

The dj@ra is & lense of a temporary character, of whioch the

sorpeshgir gonditions are almost always governed by a written contraot,
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The term is ususlly short, and the djdraddr cannot oreate subordi-
nate tenures to endure longer thau his own lease nor can he
alienate in any way. Zarpeshgi fjdras and kathing are terms
applied to leases of land on usnfructuary mortgages.

Village officials and common servants were formerly paid for
their services by service holdings (ohdkrdn) held rent-free. The
old village community has now so entirely decayed, that it is
difficult to find any class of publio servants holding rent-free
lands, except kotwals or village watehmen, and very ravely mandals
or headmen, It is by no means uneommon, however, to find
private servants, i e., servants of particular families of landowners,
holding service grants of rent-free land. The services have now
in many onses ceased to be performed or even demanded, but the
lands remain rent-free, In addition fo the pails or zamindar's
retainers, whose lands are called paikan, the family priest was
often thus paid; so was the family barber, the potter who
furnighed crockery, the drummer who beat the tom-tom at pijds,
the sellers of flowers, vegefables and plantain-leaves and the
painter by whose aid Durga was annually enshrined in the halls
of her votaries ; these, and others used to be, and occasionally still
are, paid iu land for their services or their goods. The ehakran
lands are most numerous in the western half of the district, in
troots which ouce formed parts of the old saeminddris of
Birbhiim, Rajshihi and Fatehsingh,
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Except for the ganihi jof and wibandi tenancy, there are no Temncies

peculierities in the holdings aotually held by ecultivators in
Murshidibad. The old classification of oultivators’ holdings
was into those of the kiwdkdsié or resident raiyats and those of
the paikdshé or non-resident raiyats, In the early history of
British land legislation in India, this distinotion was of primary
importancs, After the desolation caused by the great famine of
1770, there was in every village mure land than the survivers
gould properly wultivate, and migratory bavds of peasanis had to
be invited to settle on the deserted tracts. [From the necessities,
probably, of this situation, there resulted the suporior privileges
granted to the resident cultivators. But a century and o half of
peace and plenty has obliterated the real meaning of this classi-
fioation, which now survives only as a legal tradition.

Another elassification of cultivators' holdings might be mude,
according to the form in which the reut is paid. The grest
majority of peasants pay in hard cash, and their tenure is then
oalled Aari; but payment in kind is not uncommon, in which case
the tenurs is known as bhdg or bdrga. This tenure is of a
metayer charncter, the produce being shared in a fixed proportion
(frequently in equal moieties) beiween the oultivator and the
landlord.

‘I'he classification, which is now generally recognized, is that
based on the Bengal Tenancy Act of ocoupaney raiyats, non-
ocoupancy raiyate and under-raiyats, who are ocalled Fufa
raiyats.

Along the Padma river it is common for a number of raiyats gauis

to ocultivate didra land under o sort of joint cccupaney, the o

pnmes of one or two only being entered in the zaminddr's books.
Buch holdings are called gdnthi sots,

The uibandi is pre-eminently n Nadia tenure, and is found for Ttbandi,

the most part in the southern part of the district, and especislly
in pergana Plassey, which was formerly ineluded within the
district of Nadia. Ite essential feature is that the husbandman
only pays rent for the aotual quantity of land which he has
oultivated during the year, and, if- paid in kind, the amount of
Lis rent is determined by the outturn of the crop he hes grown.
It apparently had its origin in the Nadia distriet, from which it
spread to neighbouring districts, though in uo district is it s
common as in Nadia, where about five-eighths of the cultivated
lands arve held under it. The literal meaning of the term is
“ assessed mccording to cultivation.”

In 1861 Mr. Montresor, who had been deputed to investi-
gate certain complaints of Buropean propristors in the Nadia

' M
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district, described the system ns follows : —** The wfbandi tenure
apparently has its origin in this district and is peculinr to Nadia.
There is, in alauost every village, a certain quantity of land not
included in the rental of the raiyat, and which, therefore,
belongs directly to the recognized proprietor of the estate. This
fond of unappropriated land has acoumulated from deserted
holdings of absconded tenants, from lands gained by alluvion,
from jungle lands recently brought into ocultivation by persons
who hold no leases, and from lands termed Fids khamar, signify-
ing land retained by the proprietor for his housshold, In
other distriots lands of the three firet desoriptions are at once
leaged out to tenants, but in Nadin it appears to be different.
Owing either to the supineness of the landlord or to the pauoity of
inhabitants, a custom has originated from an indefinite period of
the raiyats of a village cultivating, without the special permission
of the landlord, portions of such land at their own will and
pleasure. This custom has been recognized and cstablished
by the measurement of the lands at the time the erop is standing
through en officer on the part of the landlord, styled halsana,
and the assessment iz accordingly made,

* In the report of the Government of Bengal on the Bengal
Tenancy Bill (1884), the wtbandi holding wns desoribed as
follows :--" A tenanoy from year to year, and somotimes from
season fo season, the rent being regulated not. as in the ocase of
halhdasifi, by e lump payment in money for the land oultivated,
but by the appraisement of the crop on the ground, and aceord-
ing to its character. 8o far it resembles the tenure by orop
appraisement of the bidoli system, but there is betwaen them (his
marked difference, that while in the latter the land does not
change hands from year to year, in the former it may."”

When the Tenaney Bill was undar oonsideration, the Bengal
Government proposed to treat w/bandi lands as ordinary raiyati
lands were treated, i.e., to presume that tenants of wtbandi lands
were settled raiyats if they had held any land in the village for
12 years, and to declare that they had, as settled raiyats, ocou-
pancy rights in all lands held by them in the village, The
Belect Committes did not, however, agree to this proposal, and
applied the provisions relating to char and didrs lands to wbaadi
lands also. Accordingly by section 180 of the Bengal Tenancy
Act it was laid down that an wibandi tenant can aoquire no
rights of ocoupancy until e has held the same land for 12 years
continnously, and that, until he aoquires such a right, lie is
liable to pay the rent agreed on between him and the landlord,
Under these circumstances it is practically impossible for
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a tenant to acquire a right of ocoupanoy, except with the consent
of the landlord.

The most authoritative ruling of the law courts as to the
nature of this tepanoy is that delivered by the Chief Justice
(8ir W. (). Petheram) and Tottenham, J., in the case of Beni
Madhab Chakravarti versus Bhuban Mohan Biswas (I L. R. 17,
Cal. 393). This ruling concludes with the following words :--
“The deseription of wutbandi seemns to refer rather to partioular
areas taken for oultivation for limited periods, and then given
up, than to holdings *of which parts are ocultivated and other
purts lie fallow, while the rent for the whole is assessed year by
year with reference to the quantity within the holding under
cultivation in that year. A holding of the latter deseription
hardly seems to answer to the general conception of wibaadi)”

The subject of this particular tenure eame before the Govern-
ment of Bengal during the years 1900.03. In the sannual
report for the year 1900 the Oollector of Nadia remarked
that advantage had been taken of the prevalence of the wibandi
gystem to extort excessive rents, The remark atiracted the
attention of Government, and an enquiry was held chiefly with
& view to ascertain whether any amendment of the law was
necessary. After considering the matter in all its bearings, the
Lientenant-Guvernor came to the conclusion {hat *the system,
though theoretically unsound, is practically unobjecionable; it is
of great antiquity ; it has its champione; and no one ocontends
that the need for change is acute.”” There was, it was dedared,
no need for immediate legislation, but the Commissioner was
instructed to keep his attention to the system, and promptly bring
to the notice of Government any signs of its abuse.

M 2
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OHAPTER XI.

GENLERAL ADMINIFTRATION.

Tue distriot was ineluded in che Rajslahi livision or Commis-
sionership (the headquarters of which were at Berhampore) until
1875, when it was transferred to the Presidenoy Division. It is
divided into four subdivisions, the ares and population of which
are shown in the margin. The

[ Aveain[po oo present Lalbigh subdivision is of
SCEDIVISION. | square "i}';‘{'lt_""’ recent crealion, having been cou-
e stitnted in 1900 from portions
of other subdivisions. Thanas

s '}

Fadae = .. 884 | BIL7ES | Bhagwangols, Manullabasr and
Laligh . .| 886 195,128 .
Jungipur .| 509 | 867,980 | Asanpur were fransferred to it
Kaudi we| #36 | 800,498 | fom  the Badar subdivision,

Sagardighi from the Jangipur
subdivision and Nabagram from the Kandi subdivision.

The sanctioned staff under the Collector at Berhampore con-
siats of three officers with first cless magisterinl powers and two
officers with second or third olass powers, The Subdivisional
Officers of Kandi, Lalbagh and Jangipur have each a Sub-Deputy
Collector under them. There is aléo o Kanvngo attacked to each
of the four subdivisions for land revenue work.

The headquarters of the Nadia Rivers Division of the Publio
Worke Department, which is under an Executive Tngineer, ave
at Berhampore. The distriet is divided into three subdivisions,
all under the control of tbhe Executive Engineer, viz, the
Berhampore, Upper Bhagirathi and Akriganj subdivisions,

There is a Distriot and Bessions Judge for the district, whose

JUSTICE.  headguarters arve at Derhampore. In addition to the stipendiary

Magistrates there are Benches of Honorary Magisirates at the
following places —the numbers in brackets indleate the mumber
of Honorary Magistrates on the Bench at ench place :—Berham-
pore (6), Dhulidn (3), Lalbagh (11), Kandi (6) and Jangipur (3)

T'he number of oriminsl onses disposed of by the different
eourts in 18911 was 3,208, viz,, 2,369 by stipendiary Magistrates,
816 by Honorary Magisirates and 18 hy the Sessions Court.
"This number is less by 256 thau that recorded in 1901,
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Civil justice is administered by the Distriet Judge, a Subor- Civie
dinate Judge at Berhampore and nine Munsifs. Two of the’ =

Munsifs hold their courts at Derhampore, two at Jangipur, iwo
at Kandi and ooe at Lalbigh. The ninth Munsif is an Addi-
tional Munsif appointed for Kandi, Lalbigh and Jangipur.

In 1911 theve were 14,428 sunits disposed of under the ordinary
procedure and 8,588 under the Small Cause Jourt procedure, whilo
263 appeals wero disposed of by the Distriot Judge and 87 Ly
the Bubordinate Judge. Oivil litigation is incressing steadily, for
gince 1901 the number of suits disposed of under the crdinary
provedure has risen by 2,764, and of those under the Small Cause
Court procedure by 1,106, representing an increase of 24 and 16
per cent., vespectively, in ten years.

For police purposes the districl is divided into 23 thanas, as Porres,

shown in the statement below, which also gives the other police-
stations which form independent investigating centres :—

Thain. Polica-station. Thonn. Palice-station.
Eagar subdivisivn. Latbiagh suld fvinfon,

Deldingn e | Suklipur, A pur.
Tinnlenl . | Talangi. Bhagwiingols,
Daulathaznr. Mnpullabnzar.
Hpribinrpiies. Wabagrim,
Nuwiidn. Silgardighl.
Linfongnr v | Harshi. ShEhEnagnar.
Hnjiganj.

Jangipur sxbdivirion, Eindi subdivirion.
Lilgola. Barwan.
Mirdapur, Bharatpur w | Kigim,
Raghunithgauj, Gokarun
Shamsbirgan ., | Pasekkn. Kiindi,
Buti, Kbargaon,

Before 1890 Barwan and Nabagrim, which used to be called
Kaliinganj, were .in the Sadar subdivision. In consequence of
the oreation of the Lalbigh subdivision:there were further changes
in 1900, which bave alresdy been mentioned in the first paragraph
of this chapter, Goribazar used to be a thans, but wasamal-
gamated with Sujagenj and retained only as a town outpost. The
headquarters of what is now the Réninagar thana were formerly
located at Go#s, and there used to be an outpost at Rangimati,
which was abolished, part of the charge being added to Hujiganj
and parf; to Saktipur,

According to the returns for 1912, the ssnotioned strength of
the distriet police is:—a Superintendent, one Assistant Superin-
tendent, 7 Inspectors, 70 Sub-Iuepectors, 87 hoad-constables and

-"Hﬁﬁ



Jarca.

Ruazs.
TRATION.

REvVESUE,

166 MURSHIDABAD.

678 constables—in all, 844 men. The village police foree in the
same year oconsisted of 220 dafadédrs and 2,550 ohaunkidars,

There iz a Distriet Jail at Berhampore and subsidiary jails at

. each of the outlying

Jarx. Males, | Fomnles. | Total, mbdwmona'l head-
| guarters. The accom-
modation  in  each,

Borha 9 869 .
Jmigilﬂgm agg 3 a according to the retnrms
]If::;f’iih w| 1 ,}g for 1911, is shown in
§ the margin, The ohief

industries in the District
Jail are oil-prossing, surki-pounding, carpentry, deri-weaving and
cane and bamboo work. The Distriet Jail used to be located at
Maidipur, about 4 miles distant from lerhampore, but the build-
ings, being on a damp, low-lying site, were unhealthy. In 1871-72
it was decided to transfer the jail to the former hospital of the
European troops within the cantonments at Berbampore and on
the bank of the Bhigirathi. This change was effected in 1873
and 1873, the majority of the prisoners being removed in the
former and the remainder in the latter years,

There are 8 offices for the iegistration of assurances under
Aot IL of 1877, as shown in the following statement, which gives
the salient statistics for the year 1012 :—

G ljnmhar of
FIOES, oruments Recoi Expondituro,
rogistered. ” | o
RE. Ls,
Asnnpur e i 1,628 2,280 2814
AvrangRbEd .., A 8,804 &,668 2,284
Berhamporo ... b 4,180 8,907 5,786
Bhuratpur .. - 5,847 a8 2,804
Damkul (Azimgonj} ... 1,840 1,906 1,511
Jangipur giw e L6738 2,862 2,584
Kindi e ™ 5,921 'H*ﬂﬂ 3,35?
Lalbigh 1477 1,607 1,538
Total 26,174 81,508 21,804

Details of the revenue of the distriot during the decade ending
in 1910-11 are given in the B Volume, which is published
separately as a statistionl appendix to this volume; and it will be
sufficient to state that the colleotions in 1910-11 amounted to
Re. 19,66,443, aud were made up as follows:—Rs. 10,783,919
from land revenue, Rs. 4,12,747 from stamps, Rs. 2,05,379
from excite (including opium), Rs. 1,86,444 from road and
public 'works cosses, Rs. 87,707 from income.tax (which was
paid by 1,006 assessees) and Rs, 247 from other sources.
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OHAPTER XII

LOCAL SELP.-GOVERNMENT.

The Distriot Board consists of 21 members, of whom six Drarmer
aro ez-officio memhbers, five are appointed by Government and BOA®.
ten are elected. The Disteiot Magistrate is the Chairmon of
the Board, Details of the receipts nnd exponditure of the Board
during the ten years ending in 1910-11 are givem in the
B Volume (published separately as o statistioal appendix to this
volume), from which it will be seen that the snnual income has
varied from Rs. 1,07,659 in 1900-01 to Re. 1,390,379 in 1908-09.

In 1911-12 the receipts amounted to Rs. 1,46,469, excluding
the opening balance.

The District Board gives grants-in-aid to 19 middle scheols,

140 upper primary schools, 486 lower primary schools and 59
other schools; its educationsl expenditure in 1911.12 aggre-
gated Rs. 26,771, It also aids four dispensaries, the grants to
which in the same year came to Rs. 6,020. It maintains
55% miles of metalled roads, 515 miles of unmetalled roads and
872 miles of village roads; the ocost of repairs in 1911-12 was
Rs. 68,443, There are 90 pounds under its administration, the
income from whioh was Rs. 11,456. A few years ago the Board
carried out a scheme for supplying rural axeas with good drinking
water, which was initiated by a gift of a lakh of rupees from
Rija Jogendra Narayan Ray of Lalgola.

There are three Local Boards with headquarters at Berham- Looar

pore, Jangipur and Kandi. The Badar Liocal Board consists FoAsDa.
of 22 members, of whom 10 are elected and 12 are nominated.
The Jangipur and Kandi Local Boards have each 18 members,
of whom one is an ez-officio member, viz, the Subdivisional
Officer, who is the Chairman, Of the other members four are
nominated and eight are eleoted in the Kandi Local Board, while
three are nominated, eight ave elected and one is appointed
under section 10 of the Tocal Belf-Government Act, in the
Jangipur Local Board.

-There are five union committess having control over small yyyay
looal areas. They have charge of village roads and pounds in the Coanar.
localities within their jurisdiction, aund their income oconsists ™"
of small annual grants from the Distriet Board, which vary

£ el s
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from Rs. 125 fo Rs. 800, The following statement sofficiently

"indicates their eonstitufion ;—

Yonr of Aron in
t i Numbor of
U=mgow CoMuITTER. ostubliah- |  squave Popmlation,
menk. miiles. membors,
Aunrnngihiil aii i 1004 i1 8,71% 7
Gl'l.nﬂ- Fre and - :“-'DB zﬂ' II,UI'.'ID ]
Bivahpur i sy 1606 134 8,008 ]
Phnclitbinpi var 1906 10% 10,140 o
Potknlari 1902 114 16,207 ]

Bix municipalities bave been oomstituted, wviz, Azimgenj,
Berhampore, Dhulidn, Jangipur, Kandi and Murshidabad. The
statoment below gives the more salient statistios relating to each
municipality in the year 1911-12, and a more detailed ncoount
of easch will be found in the last chapter. This statement
may be supplemented by a mention of the taxes by means of
which the municipal income is raised in each town,

In Berhampore the chief tax is a rate on holdings at 7§ por
cent. on their onnual valoe. Latrine fees are nlso raised
according to a scale, and a water-rate is nasseesed at 7} per
cent. on the valuation of holdings situated near bydrants, and
at 6 per cent. on the valuation of holdings situated in lanes
where there ave no hydrants close by, In Aszimganj, Dhulidn,
Jangipur, Kandi and Murshidabid the system of taxation is
uniform. In all of them a personal tax is imposed, ie., a tax on
persons according Lo their ciroumstances and property at the rate
of one rupes per hundred rupees of income, while Government
and other publio buildings ave assessed at 7 per cent. on their
annual value. Latrine foes are levied in Azimganj, Jangipur,

XKandi and Murshidabad. In Asimganj they are assessed at 5 per

cent. on the annual value of holdings, in Jangipur ot 11 pies per
rupee on the annual value of holdings, and in Kandi at 11 annas
per hundred rupees of income, while in Murshidibad they are
assessed according to & scals, .

Yeor of | Numbar of | Percanioge| Sumberot| g o [ngome
MuNietpastzy, | estabilah. | ratepay- |t po. | Auuieipal of fasatipn | (xluiing

mont. ors prlntion, tln“ﬁt' por head, m:ﬂ ;

. ) R A . Ri.

Agimgan]j - 1846 3,080 ¢deh 16 (110 6 22,860
Berbampore ... 1876 5,719 218 2% (211 1| uy2de
Dhaliin w | 1009 | 1,406 189 0 |o 7 8| 5682
Jongipur i 1869 2,854 2u'd 18 (1L 0 8 16,208
Kiindi N ves 1860 2,300 1688 11 (011 2 4,872
Murshidibgd ... 18684 287 228 16 (1 611 26,800
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CIIAPTER XIIIL

EDUCATION.,

A pan indication of the extent to which edueation is diffused Lirenacy.

is afforded by the census atatistios of literacy. The test of

literacy is ability both to read and write, with this further qua- -

lifipation that a person is only recorded asliterate if he cun
write a letter to a friend and read the answerto it; all persons
who are unable to do this ave entered in the census schedules as
illiterate. The total number of persons in Murshidabad who
oame up to the prescribed stovdard of literacy in 1911 was
79,490, representing G per cent. of the population. 'T'his propor-
tion is below the average for Bengal, viz., 8 per cent., so that the
distriet must be regarded as backward from au educational
point of view ; but there has been o slight advance since 1901,
the proportion of literate males having risen from 106 to 108
per mille, aod of literate femnles from 6 to 9 per mille. The
improvement, though slight, is really greater than would appear
from the figures, for the eriterion of liternoy was etricter than in
1901, when no conditions as to ability tfo read and write a letter
were laid down.

How backward the education of woman satill is may be realized

from the fact that the literate males ontnumber the literate famales -

by 12 to 1, the actual figures being 78,427 and 06,063, respectively.
There is also considerable disparity between the figures for Hindus
and those for Musalméans, Of the former 56,343, and of the latier
22,392, wero recorded as able to read and write, so that there are
approximately only 4 literate Musalmins to every 10 literate
Hindus, Taking the proportionul figures for each of the two
religions, 160 per mille of the Hindu males and only 62 per mille
of the Musalmin malesare literate, the corresponding ratios for
females being 16 and 2 per mille, respectively. Altogether,
10,565 persons (10,201 males and 274 females) con read and
write English, the ratio being 16 per mille in the case of males
and 4 per 10,000 in the case of females.
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The number of pupils under instruction at educational insti-
tutions of all -

. - Kumborof| kinds was ﬁnl]r
Tustitutiong, Bumber, i

: \ I puple | 12,000 in 1883,
but was nearly

Arta College 1 810 .
mecul.ur?r;‘] eollege ... 1 733 doubled in the

High English ashoale .., . 17 728
Miidio B o | Bk 019 | Dext ten years,
Middle Vernncular sehiools 12 ¢61| the aggregate
Uppor Primasy | k4 BESS1 for  1892-98
wor T " W) ] .

Tralning schools B 125 | being 23,000,
Other i i 106 2,876 | Phis advance has

been more than
sugtained, the figure rising to 25,628 in 1902-03 and to 88,186 in
1912-13, when therc were 981 ednecational imstitutions in the
district, ns shown in the margin.

There hns been a very considerable expavsion of primary
education in recent years, the number of primary schools having
increased by 292 or 67 per cent. since 1900-01, while the attend-
ance has risen by nearly 10,000 or 61 per cent. In 1912-13
there were 23 schools (including ome High school) with 1,884
gcholars. managed by Government ; while #57 schools (including
9 High, 19 Middle Epglish and 8 Middle Vernacular schools),
with an aggregate attendence of 80,661, reesived grants-in-nid.
The number of unaided schools was 101, attended by 6,341
pupils,

Agcording to the statistics of the Education Department, the
number of male scholars in 1912-13 represented 34 per cent. of
{he male population of sohool.-going age, the eorresponding
proportion in the case of female scholars being 4 per cent. The
school-going nge, it may be explained, is 5 to 15 years, and the
number of children of this age is assumed, in the returns of the
Eduoeation Department, to be equivalent to 15 per cent. of the
population, but the census shows that the actual proportion of
children aged 5 to 16 in Bengal is 27 per cent, for malesand 253
per cent. for females. The actual percentage of children under
instruction to the total number of those of sohool-going age is,
thercfore, much less than that shown in the departmental returns,

The chief educational institution is the Krishnath College
at Berhampore, which has completed its jubiles. Old gazetteera
state that a * British” college was opened at Berhampore
in 1826, but it cannot be identified with the present ocollege,
which was founded by Government in 18568 [t was at first
located in one of the old barracks, from which it was transferred
in 1869 tothe present bmilding, half the occst of which was
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met by publio subseriptinn ; the foundation stone of this build-
ing was lai1 in 1863 by Sir Cecil Beadon and the building was
completed six years later. A law department was started in
1864, and the institution became o first grade Arts College in
1869, Three years later its status was reduced to that of a
second grade college, and in 1875 the law department was
abolished,

In 1886 Government decided to withdraw from the
management and aoccepted the offer of the late Maharani Swar-
namayi, of Cossimbazar, to maintain it. It wes accordingly
made over to her next year. By o Government Resolution,
dated the 14th May 1887, the administrative and financial control
was vested in a Doard of Trustess. In 1888 it again became a
first-grade college, with a law department attached. Since the
Mahdrani's death in . 1887 the oollege has been financed by her
nephew and sucesor, the Hon’ble Mahiirdja Manindra Chandra
Nondi of Cossimbazar, In 1905 it was handed over to him hy
o deed of transfer, and a Board of Management was formed
with him as President, the other members being the District
Judge, the District Magistrate, the Inspeotor of Bohools for the
Presidency Division (all threo ez-officio) and Rai Baikuntha Nath
Ben DBahidur, There is aleo a Committee of Management
consisting of the members of the Board of Management and three
members of the collegs staff.

The college was formerly known as the Berhampore Oollege,
and the present name has been given to if in memory of Raja
Krishuanath, the hushand of MahirAni Bwarnamayi, who died
in 1844, In his will he left property for the establishment of a
University in this distriot, which was to be called the Krishna-
nith University after him, but this bequest was mnever given
effect to, as the will was declared void.

There is a lurge staff under the Principal, consistin g of Profes-
sors of English, Philosophy, History, Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Botany, Political Economy and Sapskrit, besides
Demonstrators in Physies and Chemistry, s Leoturer and Tutor
in English, a Leoturer on the Vernaoular, a Librarian and
Laboratory Assistants. In the B.A. classes English, Philosophy,
Mathematies, History, Political Eoconomy, Sanskrit, Physios
and Chemistry are taught ; honours olasses are held in English,
Philosophy, Sanskrit and Mathematics. In the B.Bo, classes
Muthematics, Physics and Chemistry are taught, honours classes
being held in all three subjects. There is a collegiate school
which teavhes up to the Matrioulation standard. ‘lhe head-
master has o staff of sixteen assistant teachers, three pandits, a
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moulvi and two drawing masters. Six hostels are attached to
the college, which are managed by resident Superintendents
under the control of the Principal. The number of students
on the rolls of the oollege on 81stMarch 1913 was 832.

The only High sohool managed by Government is the
Nawib Babador's Institution at Murshidabad, which is, to all
intents and purposes, on the same footing asa zilla school.
It is also known ns the Nizdmat school, and is looated ina
fine building in the noxth of the city near the river Bhagirathi.
The high school at Khagra in Berhampore is maintained by
the London Missionary Bociety, and that st Kandi by the
Poikpira Raj fomily. Banskrit educaton is givem at the
Viotoria Jubilea Tol ot Berhampore, which was founded in
1887 by Srimati Arnakali Devi, widow of Rai Avnada Prashad
Bay Buabadur of Cossimbazar, and is maintained by her estate.
The students live in the Tol, which is intended to be a replica
of the carly Hindu educational institutions.

There is & serionltural school af Berhampore, at which the
sons of silkworm-rearers recaive instruetion in scientific methods
of rearing eilkworms, An industrial sohool known as the R&m
Krishua Orphanage Middle English Industrial School was
opened at Sargicbi in 1889 for teaching carpentry and weaving,

The following statement shows the high schools in the
distriot and the number borne on the rolls of each on 31st Maroh

1913 :—

Humbar Kumber
Hnma.af schoal, of puplls. Mume of school, of pugils,
Managed by Government, Afded—concld,
Khigra = &85
Fawib Bakadur's Institution 472 | Baler e - 248
Adided. Unaidad.
Banwarlbdd ... 233 | Borhampore Colleginto .., o8
Beldinga 201 | Bhagirathpur - 186
Dambkul 118 |Gokeran = ... 140 -
Jangipur han 882 | Islimpur 14
Jluganj - 249 | Kindi i 404
Kigriim ey 162 | Panchthopi ... )
Einchuntala .. 179 | Baktipur 280
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CHAPTER XIV.*

GAZRTTEER.

Azimganj.—Town in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated om the
right bank of the Bhagirathi 13 miles north of Berhampors.
Iis population, acoording to the censws of 1911, is 12,327,
of whom 9,772 are Hindus, 1,712 are Muselmins and 795 are
Jains : these figures include the population of Jidganj on (he
opposite bank of the Bhagirathi, which is within munioipal
limite, The population has been steadily declining sinece 1872,
when it amounted to 21,648. Azimganj iz the terminus of
the Agimganj branch line of the Fast Indian Railway, which
connects it with Nalhéti on the Loop line, and is nlso a station
on the Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwn line, which was opened in
1912, A small steamer runs, in connection with the railway,
between Azimganj and Derhampore for about five months, is.,
during the rains. There are also steamer services between Jiagunj
and Dhuligp, and between Jifganj and Caloutta during the
rainy geason. The town ocontains a colony of Marwad mer-
chants, who profess the Jain religion, and whose handsome
temples are oomspiouons from the river. Their ancestors ave
said to have migrated here from Bikaper in the latter half of
the eighteenth century. ‘I'he town was formerly a subwmb of
Murshidibad and was perbaps so ocalled afier Prince Azfmus-
shiin, grandson of Aurangzeb.

Azimganj is aleo an - alternative name of Damkul, the head-
quarters of a thana in the east of Lhe distriot.

Badrihat.—Ancient nawe of a vil'age situated 7 miles north
of Azimganj, which is more generally known as Ghiasabad. Su
the article on Ghidsabad.

Baranagar.—Village in the Lalbigh suldivision, situated on
the west bank of the Bhagirathi about 2 miles from the
railway station at Aszimganj. In the second hulf of the
-eighteenth century it was the residenco of RBéni Bhawani of
Natore, whose memory is cherished by the Hindus of Bengul.

* In compiling this clinpter, frae neo les beon wnde of a series of articles
entitled Old Flaces in Murshidabdd, by Mr, H. Doveridge, which sppesred in the
Caloubta Beoview, 1882,
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Left o widow in 1748, she spent the remainder of her life in
acts of charity and munificont benevolence, which have made
her namo a houschold word : & Hindu officer deseribes her, in &
note contributed for the Gazetteer, as “the wisest, most intelli-
gent and most pious Hirdu lady who figured in the history
of Bengal in the eighteenth century, and whose unrivalled
munificence and virtue are still engraved upon every Hindu
heart,” She spent the last years of her life at Baranagar, and
hers she died, on the bank of the sacred Bhagirathi, about 1795,
Her son, Ram Krishna, and her daughter, Tara, who, like her,
was widowed at an early age, also lived at Baranagar. Rém
Krishna is said to have been a devout Siakta, and a el tree
is pointed out under which he saf, when engaged in mweditation,
on a sent placed above five human skulls. He was a frequent
visitor at the shrine at Kiriteswari, and, tradition relates, had
o canal excavated from Baranagar to that place in order that
he might go there by boat. 2

Legends also cluster round Tara, and to this day stories are
told of how ehe escaped the evil designs of Biraj-ud daula through
the help of a saint numed Mastardm. On one ocension, when the
Nawab came fo seize her, he foond her suffering from small-pox
and retired discomfited. The small-pox, whioh had been miracul-
ously onusel by the saint, at once disappeared in the same
miraculous fashion. Mastarim lived at SBadikbigh on the opposite
side of the Bhagirathi and had the supernatural gift of being able
to walk, or of being transported by invisible agency, across the
gteeom, His bamboo staff is preserved at the dkira at Radik-
bagh, which wae founded in 1646 and is known os the Aktra
of Mohant Mastardm Aulia.

There are several temples at DLaransgar built by Rani
Bhawani, two of which are ornamented with terra-cotta files, each
containing & figure or a group of Hindu gods excellently modelled
and in good preservation. The temples of Bhubaneswar and
Rajrijeswari are ascribed to Rini Bhawini and that of Gopal to
her daughter Tara. '

Berhampore.—Headquarters of the district, situated on the
sastern bank of the Bhagirathi, six miles south of Murshidabad
and 117 miles (by rail) north of Caloutta, Itis connected with
the latter by the Murshidabad branch of the Eastern Bengal
State Railway, the station being cslled Berhampore Court, Itis
gituated 65 feet above sea-level, and is 170 miles from the sea
and shont 30 miles below the point where the Bhagirathi leaves
the Ganges, It isthus on the edge of the delts, for from a short
distance to the west of the Bhagirathi the ground rises to the
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undulating country of Birbhiim and the foot of the Rajmahal
Hills, The number of its inhabitants, according to the census
of 1911, is 26,143, of whom 21,524 are Hindus, 4,293 are
Musslméns and 283 are Christisns. The population has been
sbeadily growing since 1881, when it was 23,605,

The name Berhampore is an English transliteration of the
vernacular name Bahrampnr, the derivation of whioh is ex-
plained as follows by Mr, Beveridge® :—* Bethampore (Bahram-
pur) seems to be a corruption of the Hindu name of the place—
Brabmapur, f.e, the city of Brahma. Brahmapur is the
name which the original mauza, or village, bears on the Colleot.
or's tevenue-roll. Probably the name comes from the place
having been o settlement of Brahmans. Onpe of the bathing
places in the river is called Bipraghat, or the Brahman's ghit.
The name does not appear to be in any way sonuected with the
Muhammadan name Bahrdm, Thereisa place about & miles to
the north-east and on the high road to Murshidabad, which has
the very similar name of Babramganj. Probably this bas the
same origin as Berhampore, though it may be connected with
Babhram Jang, a son of Muhammad Reza Khén, otherwise
Mugzaffar Jang.+”

Berhampore was proposed as the site of a cantoument a faw History.
months after the battle of Flassey—doubtless in view of the
faot that the factory at Cossimbagar had been demolished, and
its fortifications dismantled, by Sirsj-ud-deuls in the previous
year ; but the proposal was not given effect to for some years,
In October 17567, Osptain Brohier proposed to Mr. Drake
to build a pentagonal fort on “ the Berhampore plain ; * and,
in Jannary 1758, the Government wrote to the Direotors that
o fortified place near the capital of the Subahship would be
the means of enforcing their influence at the Murshidabad
Darbar, and that they had obtained a grant of 400 bighas on the
Berhampore plain, under a sonad granted by Mir Jafar, The
Court of Directors, however, soouted the project, and in a letter,
dated March 1769, wrote :—* We cannot avoid remarking that
you seem so thoroughly possessed with military ideas as to forget
your employers are merchants, and trade their principal objeot ;
anl were we to adopt your several plans for fortifying, half our
capital would be buried in stone walls.” Other counsels prevailed
after the war with Mir Kasim in 1783, when it was realized

® (1 Placerin Murshidabad, Caleutta Reviow, 1892,
+ Mubamuond Roza Khdn was Nalb Dindn, and subsequenily Naib Nizim,
in the carly days of the East Indin Compeny’s rula,
1 Loug’s Selsotions from Government Records, p, 104,
I
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that it was necessary to have a force near Murshidabad to keep
the Nawib in check. [ts proximity to- the capital determined
the choioe of Berhampore, but, in addition to this, it was regnrded
as a healthy locality. 'I'he belief in its salubrity appears, however,
to bave been delusive, for we find that Mrs. Bherwood, the
authoress of Liftle Henry and his Bsarer, who was living at
Berhampore in 1807, describes it as extremely uoheslthy, and
“gg ill suited to Buropenns ns ony place Shroughout the whole
extent of our dominionsin India." In her time the pnrado
ground and race-course used to be often covered with water, but
the draining of Berhampore has made it much healthier,
According to Hunter's BStafigtioal Account of Deugal—
# The barracks took two years in building, being vompleted in
1767, and were at that time looked upon as the northern frontier
_ station of the Bengal army. The cost amounted to the
enormous sum, for those days, of £3,02,270, the price of materials
being three times as much as in Oaleutta, In 1768 the Ohief of
Murshiddbad appointed o committee to inguire into the exorhit-
ant charges which had been made; and three covenanted olficinls
wers suspended, for overcharges amounting to two lakhs of rupees,”
"I'he researches of the Revd, W. XK. Firminger have, howaver,
proved that the barracks cannot have been fully completed by
the date mentiomed above. A referéuce to the Press Lists shows
that in 1770 estimates for the construction of o palisade and a
moat round the eantonments were drawn up, and were followad
by the submission of indents, while the Committee of Works at
Berbampore wrote a little later about the rate for brickwerk Iy
April 1772 orders were issued to the Chief and Uouncil at Uossim-
bazar that no new foundations were to be laid at Berhampore,
The Consultations of 21st August contain three important letiers,
viz., (1) o letter from the Chief Engineer, Oolonel A. Campbell,
submilting an estimate of the cost of completing the building
of the Berhampore Uantonments, (2) a letter submitiing a
proposal for making o diteh and stookaded palisade round them
instead of o brick wall, and (8)the draft of a letter to the
CGommittee of Cirenit inguiring what [arther buildings are, in
their opinion, indispensably necessary for the accommodation
of the Brigade at Berhampore, and requesting that steps may
be taken to supply the required materials, Finally, on 22nd
Mareh 1773, Lientenant George Ruseell, Superintendent of
Works at Berhampore, reperts to the Ohief and Oouncil of
Cussimbazar the cost of completing the building of the canton-
meats." They are described as follows in the Suir-ué-Mutdakharin

* Bengal Past and Prosent, April 1008, pp. 210-17,
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(1786) :—“The barracks of Berhampore are the finest and
healthiest that any unation can bomst of, They contain two
regiments of Europeans, seven or eight sepoys, and fifteen
or gixtoen cannon, And yet I have heard men say thet the
Musalméne are so numerous at Muorshidabad, that with brick-
bats in their hands.they could knock the English down.”

Berhampore was for a long time o lerge brigade station, The

but in 1857 the garrison had been reduced to the 10th regiment "

of native infantry, a detachment of native eavalry and a battery
of native artillery. The story of the rising of the men of the
19th, the first overt act of mutiny in 1857, is well known, lut
it will not be out of place to quote the following acoount from
the Red Pamphlet ® which, in addition to being & graphic narra-
tive, has the merit of being contemporaneous and obviously
based on looal knowledge. After desoribing how the sepoys
had been excited by the story of the greased cartridges, t it
goes on to say :—

“(On the 25th February, Colonel Mitohell, commanding the
19th, ovdered o parade for exercise with blank ammunition for
the following morning. In the evening, the blank ocatridges
were served out to the men, They were of the very same
desoription as those which for a century past had been used by
the Bengal Army. These partioular oartridges had, in fact, been
made up before even an Enfield rifle had reached India, and
had been made over to the 19th magasine by the Tith Regiment,
Native Infantry, on the latter leaving the station. In ordinary
cironmstances no objection whatever would bave been made by
any sepoy to use similar carfridges. Dat the passions of the men
had been roused; their feelings had been =0 excited that they
could no longer control them ; they were beyond the power of
reason j they felt satisfied that their ocaste was to be taken away
by means of cartridges, and their excitement persuaded them
thut these wore the fatal messengers, They at first refused to
receive them, and it was only when their commanding officer
threatened all recusants with court-martial that they took them
in gloomy silence. That night they held a consunliation. The
“ multitude of counsellors " gave mew energy to their fears,
and in & moment of fawatical frenzy the regiment rose asone
man, and fook possession of their arms shouting deflance.

* Tho pamphlet, which is now cather ara, was published in 1857 undor the
titlo of The Mutiny of the Bengal droy, A Mistorical narretive by one whe
kas served under Sir Charlos Napier,

+ A doscription of the previows proceedings I given in " Chaptor IT, Lok the
evonts of the night of 25th Fobruary aro uob deseribed in snch dutail,

4 N

ukiky,
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¢ Intelligence of thess facts was promptly conveyed to the
commanding officer, Oolonel Mitchell. Two courses were open
to him. The only troops at the station besides the 19th were
a detachment of native cavalry and a battery of native artillery.
The night was pitch dark, and no movement could be made with
ony certainty. IHe might either, therefore, have despatched the
cavalry and artillery to gnard the publio buildings, the tressury,
eto,, and await the early dawn for ulterior operations, or e might
at once murch down on the lines and endeavour to coerce the
mutineers, The first course seemed the most prudent, and was
urged upon him; however, he adopted the other, and moved as
quickly as possible on his mutinous regiment. The night was
so dark that he was compelled to use torches to emabls him to
find the way; in this manner, and with diffioulty, he moved on.
In the meanwhile, the 18th, having seized their arms, remained
drawn up in front of their lines, waiting apparently for their
European officers to take the initiative. The ground near their
lines was interspersed hero and there with tanks, and on these,
by the light of the torohes, they beheld the artillery and cavalry
advancing. Had they been thoroughly evil-disposed, it would
have been ensy for them, in darkness as they were. to have
picked off their officers and the artillery-meu, whilst the nature of
the ground and the darkness of the night would have prevented
all iden of danger from the cavalry, They were, however, more
excited than ill-disposed, and with arms in their hands they
waited the first movement of their officers.

“Onp his part Colonel Mitchell could not have been insensible
to the inseourity of his own position; he was marching at the
head of natives against natives. Could he depend upon them P
It was at all events doubtful. Woere he to give the order to
charge or to fire, was he certain that he wounld be cbeyed P And
if he were not obeyed, not only would there be three regiments
in revolt instead of one, but the lives of the residents of that
and surrounding stations would be jeopardized. Besides which,
he found, as had been pointed out to him, that the nature of
the ground and the darkness of the night would prevent the
possibility of his acting efficiently against the mutineers. Some-
thing, however, must be done: he felt that, After deliberately
weighing every circumstance of his position, he deemed it most
prudent to try in the first instance the effect ol oconciliatory
measures. Fe nocordingly addressed the men of the 19th; he
pointed out to them the ahsurdity of their fears and the enormity
of their offence, and eonjured them to give up their arms and
return peaceably to their lineg. The 19th on their part were not
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over-anxious to push matters to extremities; their excitement was
beginning to wear off, and many of them felt a little ashamed
of themselves, Sill they were sensible of the advantage of
their position, and seemed resolved not to act under coercion.
In roply, therefore, to their Colonel, they expressed their readi-
ness fo refurn to their lines, and to restore their arms fo the
proper place, provided only the artillery snd cavalry were first
muved .away. To this unmilitary conocession, Colonel Mitohell
folt averse to mocedo. However, for the reascns abowe stated,
he was powerless : he did not wish to provoke the 19th into s
more open demonstration ; he consented then to the proposal,
snd moved off the nrtillery and cavalry. The 19th gave up
th?iir arms, telurned to their lines, and the emeuts was at an
ETL 'l‘!

After the Mutiny, European troops were again stationed at
Berhampore, and it continned to be a cantonment till 1870, when
it was finally abandoned ss & military station. After this, the
cantonment, which intervened between the two blocks then making
up the munieipality, viz, Berhampore and Gorbazar to the
sonth, was brought within municipal limits. It is still known
as Garh Berhampore. The town was also tbe headquarters
of the Rajshabi Division until 1875, when the district was
transferred to the Presidency Division.

The old barracks, which' still form the most conspiouous gy,

feature of the town, are arranged in a large equare on the bank burrcks.

of the river Bhagirathi. The range of buildings next the river
was roserved for the General and his staff : north and south were
ranges of officers’ guarters, and on the eastern side, which
completes the square, were three ranges of double-storied barracks
for the soldiers. The cavalry lines lay a foew miles to the enst
of the barracks, away from the river. The soil there is more
gandy and the water better, besides which the horses escaped that
fatal malady, so common in Bengsl, known as kamri or “going
in the loins,” After the sbandonment of the cantonment, the
buildings were appropristed for non-military purposes, Those
on the west eide of the square, next to the river (whioh were
in two blocks, each partitioned into four separate houses), were
sold, some being purchased by Mesars, Louis Payen & Co. and
others by the London Missionary Society. That af the southern
extremity, whioh is said to bhave been omoe ccoupied by Clive,
is used partly as the Collector’s residence and partly as a
oirouit-house ; the house next to it has been pulled down and
a vacanl space left. OF the lines of officers’ quarters to the
north and south, some were sold to privale persoms, but the
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greater portion was kept by Government for the ascommodation
of officials.

A portion of the east end of the northern range is fitted for
public worship and forms the station ohurch, but thero is no
external indication of its sacred character. A small building
olose by forms the station club, The three large two-storied
barracks to the east of the square are used for the Governmont
offices and magisterial courts, and also accommodate the munieipul
office ; the Judge’s Court is about o mile to the south-enst. The
upper floor of the north-enstern block, which is usually vacant, has
more than onee been used as a central census office affer the
decennial census; on such ocoasions it is ocoupied by a staff of
several hundred men, Another portion of the barracks has been
utilized for the lunatic asylum, which wag construoted from the
materials available, while the military hospital wos transformed
into a jail,

Both the asylum and the jail were. formerly located at the old
civil station of Maidapur, 3 miles to the esst (an article on which is
given later) ; the former was transferred to Berhampore in 1874
and the latter in 1878, TFrom the Jails Heports for 1873 and
1874 it appears that the new jail enjoyed an ephemeral popularity
among debtors. *In 1878, a wealthy merchant at Jidganj fell
dangerously ill, and his sons announced their intention of relensing
on & certain date all those who were incarcerated on account of
debt, for the benefit of their suiffering parent, The news spread all
over the distriot, and debtors flocked into the jeil from every part,”
A preoisely similar story is told for 1874. *In that year oconrred
the merriage ceremony of Dhanpat Siogh Bahadur, the wealthy
banker of Azimganj; and it was anticipated throughout the
district that he would follow the example of his brother, who,
on the oceasion of his son’s marriage, had released all the civil
prisoners in the jail by paying their debts for them, Oreditors,
accordingly, began to press their debtors, until they drove them
into prison, As soon, however, as it was discovered that the
banker hed no intention of paying off other people’s debta on this
grand soale, the subsistence allowance for the civil prisoners ceased
to be paid, and their number fell off as rapidly as it had risen.’

Of other buildings the finest are those belonging to the

buildings, Krishndth College to the porth of the barracks, which were

oompleted in 1869; a full account of this institution has been
. given in the last chapter. Thereis a Roman Oatholic chapel
| to the east of the harracks, and a obapel of the London
- Missionery Society, built by public subseription in 1828, a little
\"tn the north of them.



Wt

GAZETTEERR, 181

The town is the fortunate possessor of water-works, which it
owes to the generosity of the late Mahfréni S8warnamayi, who,
in 1894, undertock to furpish it with a supply of filtered water.
The works, which were opened in 1890, are designed to givea
daily supply of 200,000 gallons, The water iz pumped up from
the lihégirathi into threo settling tanks, cach with a capacity of
229,000 gallons, whence it passes through filters into clear-water
reseyvoire, and is distributed fo the town by pipes with an aggre-
gate length of 12} miles. Goribazar, the southern suburb, is
the quarter in which Musalmans and Hindustani-speaking im-
migrants from up-country chiefly reside. About two miles to
the enst of GorAbazar is tho site of a large annual fair known as
the Chaltin mela.

One of the rost interesting spots in Berhampore is the old Tuecone-
cémetery at Babulbuna, a mile to the north-enst of the barracks, teries
which contains several interesting monuments of the end of tl:u
eighteeuth and begioning of the nineteenth century. The oldest
insoription is in memory of Captain James Skiuner (uncle of
Colonel 8kinner, who raised Skinner's Horse), who died in 1773,
Here also was buried George 'homas, one of the most famons of
Linropean adventorers in India. He started his career as a
sailor in the Navy, deserted hisship at Madras in 1781 and in
tho course of twenty yenars carved his way to power, becoming a
general under Samru Begum and finally Raja of Horidna. Ho
died of fever in his pinnace off Berhampore in 1802, while on
nie way to Caloutta, The tomb beams no inscripfion, but hes
been identified from an old engraving, Other graves of the
carly -years of the nineteemth century are thoss of Henry
Oreighton of Goalmati, an indigo factory in the Malda district, who
was oue of the first to explore the ruins of Gaur, and of his friend,
Willism Grant, who lived near him at Chandoy snd died, three
weeks after h1|:|1, on 28rd October 1807. The epitaph on Hmnj.'
tomb records that he left Re. 40,000 for the purpose of support-
ing Christianity and for tmnalnting the Scriptures into eastern
languages. Olose by are the graves of a civilian named Robert
Creighton (ob. 1828), who was perhaps James ﬁm:ghton g gon, and
of his wife and daughter. Another noteworthy grave is that of
Ouptain Robert Boileau Pemberton, a distinguished aurvnynr and
oartographer, who died at Berhampore in 1840 when serving as
the Governor-General’'s Agent at Mumhidabid. He saw aotive
gervice in Manipur, was gent as a special envoy to Bhutdn in
1838, and wus an authority on the north-east frontier,

Not the least interesting iz the grave of the infant son of
Mre, Sherwood, the authoress of Littls Hanry and his Boarer, w
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book which had a counsiderable vogue in early Vietorian days.
The inseription on the grave reads as follows:—

“To the memory of Henry Sherwood, infant son of Henry
Sherwood, 1isq., Paymester, His Mnjesty’s 68rd Regiment, and
Mary Martha Sherwood, his wifs, who was born at Dinapore on
Christmas Day, 1805, and died at Berhamproe, July 22nd, 1807.
suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not, for
of such is tho Kingdom of Heaven,”

“It is ofton said,” writes Mr, H. DBoveridge, *thnt this
Henry was the original of the hero of Lith Hewry and
hiz Dearor ; but this oannot be altogether correct, for he
died when only nineteen monihs old, and could never have
held oconversations with Boosy. The Henry of the story
lived till ho was eight years and seven months old, There
oan be no doubt, however, that Mrs. Bherwood was thinking of
her owu child when she wrote the story, and that this supplied the
pathetic note, which otherwise would be wanting., "The first
word that Little Henry tried to say was Doosy; and when he
was only ten months old, he used to put his arm round his neck
and kies him, or stroke his swarthy cheek with his little delicate
hand, It is suoh tounches as thess that make the book still fresh
and beautiful, in spite of the narrowness and rigidity of its
religion. Little Henry is represented as being born at Dinapore
and ns dying at Berhampore, like Mrs. Sherwood’s own child.
And there is a sequel to Little Henry, ealled The Last Days of
Boosy, which has a frontispiece of Boosy before his little master’s
tomb, where the monument snd ite surroundings resemble
Henry Sherwood's grave,”*

There is another large cemetery about a mile to the south,
whioh was the military cemstery, Itis comparalively mn{larn
and has no inseriptions of particular interest.

Berhampore Subdivision.—Sadar or headquarters subdivi-
gion comprising the south-eastern portion of the distriet, It hos
an area of 834 sguare miles and a population, according to the
census of 1911, of 617,723 persons, the denaity being therefore
621 per square mile. It is bounded on the north by the Lalbigh
gubdivision and the river Ganges, here known as the Padma,
which separates it from the Réajshahi distriot ; on the east by the
Padms and Jalangi rivers, the latter of which separates it from -
the Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia district ; on the south by
the Jalangi and the Nadia district (Sadar and Meherpur subdivi-
sious) and on the west by the Lalbagh subdivision and the Bhagi-
rathi, which separates it from the Kandi subdivision.

* 0id Placeain Murshidabdd, Ciloutta Review, 1802,
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The subdivision is an alluvial plain watered by the Bhigirathi,
Bhairab and Jalangi (or the Bhairab-Jalangi, as the united river
is palled) and by their offshoots, euch as the Sidlmari and Gobra
Nullsh, The ecountry is low-lying and subject to annnal
inundation ; some parts have become water-logged owing to
defective drainage and the silting up of ihalke and 3ils. The
Bhaigirathi embankment runs along the whole of the western
boundary and protects the country along the river bank from
floods. A large variety of crops are raised. The principal are
dus, or early rice, and ocold-weather crops such as gram, pens,
kaiai, mug, arfiar, whest and barley ; dman rice and oil-geeds are
aleo cultivated.

For administrative purposes it is subdivided into eight
thanas, viz. Belidings, Berhampore, Damkul, Daulatbazar,
Hariharpara, Nawida, Raninegar and Sujéganj.

Bhagwangola.— Village in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated
on the Bhairab river, 18 miles north-east of Berhampore. Itis
the headquarters of a thans and has a station on the Murshida-
bad branch of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The name
originally helonged to a river mart on the Padma, 5 miles to the
east, which served as the Gangetie port of Murshidabad, So
important was it as the source of the city’s supplies, that, during
the wars with the Mariithas, Ali Vardi Khén was forced to
keep & garrison in it, “to preserve the communication for
supplies open between the Ganges and the oity.”* In its neigh-
bourhood & battle took place in 1697 between the Afghin rebels
under Rahim 8hih and the imperial troops under Zabardast
Khén; a brief account of this battle, which ended in the rout
of the rabels, will be found in Chapter II. It was hore that
Sirdj-ud-daula embarked on his flight northwards after the
battle of Plassey, Thé place was visited on 2nd August 1824
by Bishop Heber, who wrote—* I found the place very interest-
ing and even beautiful ; a thorough Hindu village without either
Europeans or Musalméns. The small but neat mat-houses are
soattered over a large green common, fenced off from the river
by a high grassy mound, which forms an excellent dry walk,
bordered with mango trees, bamboos, and the date palm, as well
a6 gome fine banians, The common was covered with children
and cattle; a considerable number of boats were on the beach;
different musical instruments were stramming, thumping, squesl-
ing, and rattling from some of the open sheds; and the whole
place exhibited a oheerfulness and an activity and bustle which
were extremely inleresting and pleasing.”

® Btowart’s History of Hengal (1818), p. 480,
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Thn place inspired the good Bishop to a poem beginning—
“If thou wert by my side, my love,
How fast would evening fail,
In green Bengola's palmy grove,
Listening the nightingale.”

About half a contury ago the main stream of the Padmna
receded from the village, and in its place sprung up thoe present
village, which in contra-distinotion was called New Bhagwingola
or Aldtali.

Chunakhali.—8se Maidapur,

Cossimbazar.—Old town in the Saiar subdivision, eituated
on the east bank of the Bhagirathi, a little over a mile north of
Berhampore ; it is inoludel in the municipal limits of that town.
Though little now remains to attest its former greatness, Oossim-

‘bazar may lay olaim to an historical interest little, if at all,

inferior to that of Murshidibid, Xven before that city had
been given its present name, Cossimbazar was a groal emporinm
atiracting the trade of Lower Bengal, snd the luropean
nalions who traded o India had established factories init. [t
even gave its name to the surrounding ocountry, for the
triangular tract enclosed by the Padma, Bhaghirathi and Jalangi
was known in the early days of the Bast India Company as the
Oossimbazar Island, while the common name for the Bhagirathi
in its records, down to the nineteenth century, wes the Cossim-
bazar River.

Its history cannot be traced further back than the seven-
teenth century, but even then it waa a place of commercial
importance. In or about 1658 the English established a factory
there, John Ken being appointed Ohief on £40 a year, while
Job Charnock, the founder of Calentta, was appointed fourth
Member of Council on £20 a year, Before the end of the
soventeenth century it had become the leading English commer-
cial agenoy in Bengal; in 1681, when Charnock was Ohief,
out of £230,000 sent out by the East India Company as
investment in Bengal, £140,000 were assigued to Cossimbazar.
Five years later the Hnglish factory, in common with other
factories in Bengal, was confiscated by order of the Nawab
Bhaista Khan ; and for the first halt of the next century, it was
exposed to occasional outbursts of hostility or caprice on the
part of the Nawabs and their officers,

The faotory owed much of its wealth, and all its politieal
Importance, to its close neighbourhood to the Muhammadan
oapital of Murshidabad. But from the same cause it was liable
to constant danger, It was easy enough for the Nawab to order



GAZETTEER. 185

out his troops and blookade the walled factory, whenever he
Liad any oceasion of quarrel with the English Council at Caloutta,
Tt followed, therefore, that the duties of the Ohief of Cossimbazar
were always diplomatio as much s commeraial; for it was through
bim that negotintions were conducted with the Nawib. In
1767, when BSirdj-ud-danla resolved to drive the English out
of Dengal, the Cossimbozar factory felt the Brst effects of his
anger. Its capture was easily effected, according to Broome*
{who follows Orme) :—

“The defences at (ossimbazar were of an insignificant de-
scription, barely sofficient to remder the use of cannon necessary
to attack if; the building was a quadrangle having sronll
bostions at the corners, the curtains were only 3 feet thick,
built round ranges of warchouses, of which they formed th
exterior wall; there was no ditch or outer defence, and the whuij\
wos surrounded by buildings whioch overlooked the factory at.
the distance of about 100 yards. The guns were of small calibre,’.
and most of them were honey-combed, the ecnrriages more or’
loss deoayed, and the whole stook of ammunition not exceeding
600 rounds; but, worst of all, the garrison consisted of only one
officer, Lieutenant Ellict, and 44 regular soldiers, of whom
twenty were Portuguese and several Dutchmen, together with
about 250 matchlock men,t Under such circumstances, & pro-
tracted defence could not reasonably be expected. The factory,
being untensble, was surrendered on the 4th of June. The
property found there was plundered, the soldiers confined and
the whole party subjected to such indigunities, that Lieutenaut
Elliot, who commanded the troops, was driven {o distraction and .
ghot himself”? Among the captives were Watts, the Resident,
and Warren Haatings, his assistant, who were sent in oustody
to Murshidabad, from which Hastinga shortly afterwards made
his escape,

After the battle of Flassey, Cossimbazar regained its commer-
oial importance, but the political power formerly held by the
Resident was transferred to the Agent at the Court of the Nawab,
who lived at Motijbil in Murshidibad. Mrs. Kindersley, who
visited Cossimbazar in 1766, wrote that a vast quantity of silk
was prepared at the factory, the products including silk pieces,
handkerohieves, stockings, gloves, ete, “The Company’s

# Rise nod Progress of the Bengal Army (1850, p. 40, See, howover, the
contemporary nceount given in Chapler 1L

# Urme, Vol. I, p. 67; Grose Vol, II, p. 240,

1 Orme, Vol I1, p. 68,
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pervonts,” she seid, “are fond of being appointed to these
out-settlements, because it'is more advantageous than the appoint-
ments at Ouloutta; otherwise, not perhaps so agreeable, as there
aro sometimes but three or funr Xnglish amidst a number
of black people,” Colonel Rennell again wrote (eir. 1759)—
“(Qossimbazar is the general market of Bengal eilk and a great
quantity of silk and cotton stuffs are manufactnred here, which
are oiroulated throughout great part of Asia; of the unwrought
gilk 300,000 or 400,000 1bs. weight is corsumed in the Eurcpean
manofactories,”” The decay of Cossimhbazar dates from the
beginning of the nineteenth century, when its climate changed
for the worse and fatal epidemics broke out.

At one time the climate was celebrated for salubrity, and
Qossimbazar wos regarded as almost a health resovt. Oaptain
Hamilton, who visited Bengal at the beginning of the
eighteenth century, mentions in 4 New Account of the Easi
Indies (volume IT, page 21), that * the country about Cossimbazar
is very healthful and fruitful and produces industrious people
who oultivate many valuable mavufactores.” Orme, in his
Military History of Hindustan, {renting of the months imme-
dintely following the battle of Plassey in 1757, states that of
the English troops quartered at Calentia and Ohsndernagore,
two-thirds were in hoepital owing to the intemperance produced
by the distribution of prize-wmoney; while of 250 men at
Cossimbazar, 240 had been preserved, by the excellenoce of its
olimate, from the effects of at least equal intemperance. In 1768,
it was recommended that European troops should not be brought
nearer to Calentta than Cossimbagar, on scoount of the olimate lower
down tha river being so unfavourable to the health of Europeans. -
The Government Records, edited by Mr. Long, contain an appli-
eation to the Council from a writer at Caloutta, dated March
1768, “requesting permission to go to Cossimbasar for the
recovery of his health.” After the famine of 1770, the margin
of cultivation receded in sll the country round, and wild beasts
increased. In 1811, a traveller described Cossimbazar as “noted
for it silk, bosiery, kores, and inimitable ivory work’; but
the greater part of the surrounding country was “a wilderness
inhabited only by beasts of prey., At eleven or twelve miles from
Berhampore, an almost impervious jungle extends for a consider-
able space, denying entrance to all but tigers.”

Two years later the ruin of Cossimbazar was brought about by
a change in the courss of the Bhégirathi, which took a sudden
sweep three miles to the west of its old channel, which was loft
o desolate stretoh of stagnant water. Epidemics of fever broke



GAZETTRER. 187

ont, and the population was decimated; according to local
tradition, it was entirely swept away ina twelvemonth, thus
furnishing an exact parallel to the legendary destruoction of
Gaur, Tho roin of the place is thus described by an Indian
writer in an article on the Cossimbazar B&j published in the
Ouleutta Review of 1878,

“ The length of the town was three miles, and its breadth was
two miles. It wes built of bricks, being so thickly rtudded
with pucka houses that it was & common snying that one vould
make a cirenit of it by jumping from one house-top to another.*
The population, whioh consisted ohiefly of Hindus, could be
estimatod ot one hundred thousand souls, Oontiguouns to, or
rather adjoining, Oossimbazar were Kalkipur and Fardshdinga;
the former was the headquarters of the factory of the Duteh, and
the lotter that of the Fremch, Bhatpira, Bamangfichi, and
Chundkhali constituted the suburbs, All these places were
originally situated on & ourve of the river Bbagirathi; but,
seventy years ago, a siraight ont was made forming the chord of
the onrve, thus changing the course of the river and throwing
the towns inland. This engineering operation was followed by
the breaking out of an epidemic fever which, in virulence and
mortality, is unparalleled by any pestilence save that which
destroyed Ganr. In the course of o few yenrs, three-fourths of
tho population died out; and Cossimbasar, from being at one
time o most populous place, is now overgrown with jungle and
the abode of wild beasts, During the continuance of the
epidemic, the rites of oremation and funeral oould not be per-
formed, the dead being carried away in carts for disposal. Thus
: the great gommercial mart of Cossimbazar was laid in ruips.
The decimation of the population was closely followed hy the
dilapidation of the buildings. Most of the houses are now in
ruins, the bricks having been removed fo supply the materials
for buildings elsewhere.”

The former channel sarvives only as a kAd), called the Kati-
ging, which can be used by small boats in the raine. The main
gtream formerly flowed past the Residency which was protected
from inundation by embankments, This appears from the follow-
ing account of some floods given in the Cakutia Gusstte of the
20th September 1785: “ We are sorry to learn by letter from
Murstidabad that, in congequence of the unusual height of the
river (which hes been such as was never known in the memory of

* A similar popular tradition i+ that the town was so thickly coversd with
buildings that the streets never eaw the sun.
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man), the great river had overflowed its banksand laid the country
between the city and Bagwangola entively under water, and had,
by the channel of Ackbarpore Lake, even penstratod the eastern
parts of the city ; that from the same unforfunate cause some of
the dykes on the Cossimbagir river had likewise given way balow
the Berhampore Oantonments; and that the water from these
two sources, having joived, had overflowed all that part of Lhe
country, and had come up to the walls of the Cossimbazar
filature,”

Ruing of large buildings and broad mounds of earth are prac-
tically all that is loft to attest the legendary megnificence of
Cossimbazar. It is said that the houses of the rising town of
Berhampore wete to & great extent construoted with the material
obtained from these ruins. 'l'here is, however, an old temple
of Biva and en old Jain shrine, known as the Nimndth temple,
which is preserved by the Jain merchants of Murshidabad.
The palace of Mohirija Manindra Chandra Nandi, the present
representative of the Cossimbasar Raj (of which an acoount is
given later), is also situated here. It is an imposing building
and coutains some fine carved stone and pillsrs, which were taken
from the palace of Ohait Bingh at Benares.

The site of the Residenoy is three miles north-sast of Berham-
pore and is known as the Residenoy Hata Bagfn ; it is now, as
its name implies, an orchard. On the northern side are the
remaing of an earthen rampart, and olvse by is some elovated
ground called Phaunsitdla, i.e., the place of the gibbet or gallows,
To the south, and separated from the Hesidenoy by a road, is the
old Residenoy cemetery, which contains several interesting monu-
ments.

Mention may first be made of the monument erected by
Warren Hastings to his first wife, Acocording to Colonel
Gustrell’s Report on Murshidibad (1857), the original inseription
ran thus :—

y To the Memory of
Mrus, Warerey Hasrings
and her daogliter Exizanera
She died the 11th July 1759
In the 2 * year of her age.
This monument was erected by her husband
Wakrey Hastinas, Esq,
In due regard to her memory.

#* 8o in orlginal; no second figure to mark the onit. Nofe by Colonel GFastrell,
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The inseription appears to have become obliterated and now
reads ns follows :—
In Memory of
Mrs, Mary Hasrines and her deughter Erizaneri
Who died 11th July 1759 in the 2 year of her age,
This monument was erscted by her husband
Warrex Hasrings
In due regard to her memory.

Bubsequently restored by Grovernment of Bengal, 1863.

The “who in this inseription makes it doubtful whether
the reference is to the mother or the danghter: the latter, as we
loorn from Gleip, survived her birth for only nineteen days. The
second figure must have been lefl out beoause the exact age was
unknown., In the same ocemetery there is & monument toa
Mr. Dugald Campbell, who died at Rangimati, 6th October, 1782,
aged 32. Perhaps he was a connexion of Mrs. Hastings's firat
hushand, Captain Dugald Oampbell, who was killed during the
oapture of Budge-Budge in December 1756,

Another curious insoription reads: —

“ Here lieth the body of Mrs, Barah Matlocks, who departed
this life the 4th Qctober, 1788. Aged 27 years. Much lomontad
(sie) by hir (sic) husband Lieutenant-Oulonel Mattocks, Was
the grand-danghter of the great John Hampden, Esguire, of
8t. James’, Westminster.”

“There must,” as Mr. Beveridge points out, “be some
mistake here, for Hampden was killed at Ohalgrove in 1643, and
Mixs. Mattooks was not born till nearly 120 years afterwards. It
does not appear either why Hampden should be described as
of Bt. James', Westminster,”

Yet another interesting epitaph inseription (with inscriptions
in Persian and Wigri below the English one) is on the monument
of Mr. Lyon Prager, Diamend Merchant and Inspestor of Indigo
and Drugs—the plurality of oocupations is curious—who died at
the age of 47, on the 12th May, 1783, “having fallen a saorifie
to the severs heat of the climate from travelling in a palanquin
from Caloutta,” ;

The majority of those who lie in the cemetery died in their
youth or were cut off in the prime of life. One only attained o
great age—a Charles Cromelin, who died on 25th December 1758,
aged 81, It has besn suggested that this was Charlea Crommelin,
n member of o Hugueuot family, who had a chequered carecr, He
joined the Company’s servico in Bombey in 1732 and rose to be
Governor of Bombay, 1760-67, After retiring to England, be
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had great losses, retnrned to India in 1772 as & free-trader, and
was made British Oonsul at Goa in 1784,

Colonel Gastrell states that some old memorial slabs wers du
out of the bank or mound, apparently part of an old fortification,
to-the north of the ruins of the Residenoy. One slab to the
memory of Mrs. Charles Adams is insoribed with the date 29th
May, 1741.”” Mr. Beveridge says that this tombstone was removed
1o Mr. Lyall’s compound at Babulbuns mear Berhamporo, with
another bearing a Latin insoription to the memory of Isabella
Gray, who died in 1787, George Gray, he says, was probably
the Ohief of Milda and afterwards Member of Council at Caloutta,
who quarrelled with Clive and loft the counfry in 1766,

A little to the west of the Residenoy cemetery is Walkiapur,
where the Dutech factory stood, Bernier mentions it 88 in
existence in 1666, and says that it employed as meny as 700 or
800 men. Teiffenthaler also deseribes the Dutoh buildings as
being vast and magnifieent, A Frenoh man, George Louis
Vernet, who was a friend of Warren Hastings, was second in
command here in 1766 and showed great kindness to the Engliah
after the capture of Cossimbazar and Caloutts by Biraj-ud-daula.
Nothing is now left but the Dueth cemetery, which confains 47
monuments, the oldest being that of Daniel van der Miiyl, who
died in 1721. The handsomest, which bears no insoription, is a
tall structure with two piers of pillars supporting a cupola,

Further to the west, and close to the present chanuel of the
Bhagirathi, is Saidabad, where there used to be a French factory
and aléo an Arwenian settlement. The French appear to have

-stayed here at least as late as 1781, for in the Nizimat records

there is a letter of August 1781 from the Governor-General to
Mr. Pott, the Resident at Murshidabad, directing, with reforonce
to a letter from M, Dangereux to the Nawab, that the French at
Saidibad be restored to all the rights and privileges which they
enjoyed beforo the war. The great Dupleix is said to have been
at one time Resident here. The site of the faotory, which is still
called Parisdénga, f.e,, the Frenoch land, has been much out
away, and part of it is ocoupied by the pumping station of the
Berhampore wuter-works.

Kunjaghata’ to the soutn-west- contains the Réjbari of a
descendant (Debendra Nath Rai) of Nuncomor (Nanda Kumir),
s common-place building, now more or leas dismantled, part of
whioh is said to have been the residence of Numcomar. He
probably visited it occasionally or periodically, but cannot
have lived there regularly, for his home was at Bhadrapur in
Birbhiim.
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The Armenian settlement dates back to 1665, in which year
they obtained o pharman from Aurangzeb authorizing them to
form u settlement at Saidabad, which then formed a suburb of
Cossimbazar.,* Their church, which is about a mile from
Ealkipur, was erected in 1758, possibly under the strength of a
charter granted by the Hast India Oompauy, in which the
Company undertook to give s site for a church in any of its
gottlements in which forty or more Armenians resided, The
following account of it is taken from an article entitled Histvrioal
Bengal—dn Awcient Qhuroh, by * Artemus,” which sppeared in
the Journal (of Ualoutta) a fow yesrsago. “ Times have changed
in Berbampore as well as overywhere else, and the Armenians
have given place to others in the local commercial world. The
places where they lived are levelled to the ground, and down in
Saidabad, where their residences were, one only finds gross and
moss-grown ruins. The very roads over which they walked have
disappenred, and all that remains of thie ancient colony is an
socasional walled-in plot of land. To the question ¢ What place
was this P’ the guide invariably replies —*A rich merchant lived
here. He was ruined, and the house fell.” The crumbling decay
of ages, however, has spared to some extent the old church.
Time has dealt more gently with it than with the old town, and
it stands a grim and time-stained monument of an almost for-
gotten prosperons community of merchants,

“The eacred building is now only a dilapidated barn, Its
“walls are bare and crumbling. The insoriptions, mostly iu the
Armenian tongue, on the upperstones of the flat graves are slowly
being obliterated, and the little niches and stoups that omce
marked the spots whers the faithful were wont to bless and
sprinkle themselves are alinost invisible by the apoumulation of
the dust and dirt of fifty years of cruel neglect, The font, in the
sacristy, where the aucestors of many of Caloutta’s promineut
Armenian citizens of to-day were admitted into Holy Cuurch, is
now a receptacle for rage, whilst on the other side of the building
in another vesiry, wherein the registers and vessels of the altar
were once carsfully guarded, was found a spesimen of faded
millinery probably cast on one side as useless by oune ‘of the
oaretaker’s children, The main body of the chureh is absolutely
o dreary waste : a place of desolation, the evidences of a former
grandeur on the ioner roof and walls but accentusting the
impression of thet condition.

“Butthis is not all. For in the east end of the building towers
a tall strocture that was ouce the coutre of devotion and worship

*® Beth's History of the Armenians in Indis.
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of the old-time Armenian community of the distriet. Aloft,
stands a huge picture frame from whioh the ragged edges of canvas
still flutter, and one is told that from here at one time looked
down on the worshippers o beautiful pioture of Christ, It is
satisfaotory to know that this boauntiful work bas been removed to
Oalovtta and duly preserved. Underneath this great frame-reredos
are three rows, one on top of the other, of quaintly painted panels,
allin a fair state of preservation, representing incidents in the life
of Ohrist and the ministry of his apostles. From the point of
view of artistic merit theso are perhaps unimportant, but they
have a history contemporary with that of the Chureh itself, and
are or should be of far too great interest to those who love the
memories of the time when their ancestors knelt beneath them,
to be allowed to be the perching places of the caretaker’s poultry
which, alas, appears to be their only present use, Little or uone
of the altar furniture has been left in the Church. In one of the
vestries is a tangled mass of lampware and old chains, and on the
masonry altar-table were seen two old oandlesticks and an ancient
wooden book-rest. The verandah surrounding the building, and
the tiny compound in whieh it stands, are coverad with the grave-
stones of Armenians, who lived and flourished in the district
between the year 1758, when the church was built, and 1858,
when the lust burial is believed to have taken place, The last
date appears to be the 17th December, 1858, the grave, insoribed
in English, being that of ** 8, M. Vardon, Daqmre e

“ The Church is now rarely visited save by the curious, and
according to the caretuker, himeelf an Armeninn with an imper-
feot knowledge of English, each year produces two or, at the most,
three faithful pereons who linger within the onee sacred precinots
to offer a prayer for the souls of the faithful departed whose last
resting-p'aces are within the shadow of the historio old building.”

The Cossimbazar Raj family frace back their descent to one IKali
Nandi, a resident of Shijla in the Burdwén distriet, who migrated
to Sripur near Cossimbazar and there set up o small business
as o eilk dealer, The real fuunder of the fortunes of the family
was his great-grandson Krishna Kanta Nandi, whose econnection
with” Warren Hastings brought him into notoriety under the
name of “ Canto Babu.” He was born in humble ciroumstances,
for his father was merely a small shopkeeper selling silk, batal-
nuts and kites ; his skill in flying kites, we are solemnly tnlui by
the family ohmniular, earned for him the name of Khalifa, i,
“the expert.”” Kanta Babu entered the Cossimbazar factory as
an apprentice and in due time was bronght on the establishment
as g olerk, in which capacity he came into contmct with Warren



GAZETTEER. 193

Hastings, who first came to Murshidibdad in 1753, Three years
later the obscure young clerk had an opportunity of befriending
the future Governor-General of Indin. When the Cossimbazar
factory was captured by BSirdj-ud-daula, Warren Hastings was
sent a prisoner to Murshidabad, but managed to make his esoape,
with the help, it is said, of Kanta Babu, The story goes that
Kénta Babu kept him concealed in his house and contrived to
have him taken down the river in a boat, In gratitade for his
services, Hastings promised to advance his fortunes, and when
parting from him gave him a memorandum, whiech he was to
produce as proof of his identity. When Hastings rose to power,
a number of men presented themselves before him, all claiming
to be Kdnta Bibu, but Werren Haslings’ questions esposed the
persountion. At length, Kanta Babu himself appeared arnd
produced the memoraudum, whersupon Hastings gave him
an appointment as his Banysn. The explanation of Warren
Hastings’ favour to Kanta Babu is quite credible, for he was not
the man to forget an old friend or to let a valuable service go
unrewarded.

In his position as Banyan, Kanta Babu succeeded in amassing
a large fortune, “In reorgamnizing the rovemns system it was
provided by the Governor-General, with the concurrence of his
CQouncil, that no farm of lands should exceed the smount of a
lakh of rupees per annum ; and that no Banyan or other officer
gf whatever denomination should be allowed to farm lands, or to
be seourity for any farmer. But in contravention of thia regula-
tion, Mr. Hastings granted Kénta Bibu forms to the amomt of
thirteen lakhs of rupees per ennum, The illegality and im-
propriety of this proceeding called forth the severe censure of the
Qourt of Direotors, and subsequently formed the subject of
Parlinmentary enquiry. When Warren Hastings was impeached,
the fifteenth charge agaiost him referred to this matter :— Tha
gaid Governor-General did permit and suffer his own Banyan or
principal black steward, named Kanta Babu, to hold farms in
different pargasas, or to be security for farms to the amount of
thirteen lakhs of rupees per annum; and that after enjoying the
whole of those farms for two years, he was permitted by Warren
Hastings to relinquish two of them which were unproductive,’
On this charge Mr. Hastings was, however, pronounced not
guilty. But there iz no doubt that Kanta Babu was directly or
indirectly the {jdraddr of several highly productive samindarvis,
the value of which has now been largely increased,

“YWhen Hastings proceeded to Benares to punish the refrac-
tory Kajs Chait Bingh, he was accompsuied by Kanta Babu

0
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He there pexformed an act of chivalry which is worthy of record.
When the palace was eeized, some of the soldiers and officers,
with a view to plunder the Rénis of their jewels and treasure,
attempted to foros an entry into the zundns. Iauta Bibu
remonstrated with them on their unnatural snd unmanly conduct,
and barred their entrance, But his remonstrances being unheeded,
ve interceded with Hastings on behalf of the Réanis; and
represented to him that noble ladies of the Hast who were nut
permitted to oross the precinots of the =zandne should not be
subjected to the indignity and disgrace of being roughly handled
by strangera, On his intercession, Hastings interfered and the
Rinis were saved. Ianta Babu then provided palkis and had the
Rénis conveyed from the Réajbiri to a place of comparative safety.
Grateful for this act, the Ranis took off jewels from their persons
and presented Kanta Babu with the same, He nlso obtained
from the Rénis, Lakshmi Narfyan, Sila Ekmukh Rudrashi,
Dakshindbartta Sankha, and other idols, These objects of Hindu
worship may still be seen af the Cossimbazar Rajbari. On his
return from DBenares Mr, Hastings bestowed upon him a jigir
situnied at Ghazipur and Aszimganj, and obtained from the
Nawib Nazim, the then fountain of honour, the title of Maharijn
Bsahadur for his son Loknith,’*

Though Kauta Dabu was only a Teli by caste, Warren
Hastings made him president of the Jatimala Kachahri or Caste
Qutchérry, a tribuval which deait with cases relating to caste
motters, When ohallenged on the subject of his sapacity to
adjudicate on such matters, Warren Hastings stoutly defended
him, asserling that his ocharacter was irreproachable and that * as
the servant of the Governor, he was considered univereally as the
first native inhabitant of Oaloutta'+ The article already quoted
containg an interesting refercnce to the difficulties to which he
was exposed by his caste and the manner in which he overcame
them, “XKanta Babu visited I'urito offer his homage and worship
to Jagannath. The nrrival of such an immensely wealthy man
delighted the hearts of the Pandas, who expeoted to reap a rich
harvest of rupees from the piety and bounty of the Babu, But
when they heard that he was a ‘leli, they understood him to be a
ourpmon Ilala or oilman, whose business it was to manufacture
snd sell oil. ‘Lhey therefore belisved his casto and vooation in-
capacitated him from making any grant which might be accepted
by the Brahmans. When, therefore, he offered to found an

* The Edsimbazar REJ, Culenila Heview, 1873,
+ G- W. Forrcat, Seloctions from State Papers (1772-85), vol. 11, puges 320
325, 887,  Bee nleo Bongal Consus Roport of 1611, Part I, prges 4584, o )
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atke or a fund for feeding the poor, the Pandas pronocunced that
he could not be allowed todo so, inasmuch as his gifts were by
renson of his low oacte not accoptable. Kinta Babu, to prevent
this scandul, wrote to the Paudits of Nadia, Tribeni, and other
celobrated Samajes for syavasiias on the subject of his competency
to make gifts at Puri. The Pandits thus referred tounanimously
gove their verdict in his favour, a verdict founded on the dictum
Tula danda dhdri taulik, i0., Telis are not common oilmen, but
derive their appellation from the fact of their holding the scales
for the weighment of goods, and that the word Teli is the corrup-
tion of the word Taulik. As holding the scales and weighing
the goods is & vocation common to all merchants and mahdsans, the
Telis came in the same category with other Navasiks or second
class Budras, and, like them, were entitled to the privilege of
making gifts. The opinion of the Pandits of Bengal was conelu-
sive and eatisfied the Pandas of Orissa. Accordingly, Kanta
Babu was allowed to found aftes and maks presents to Brahmans.
The oage of Kanta Dabu was remarkabls, and is cited by bis
co-cagte men as a precedect. Any opulent Teli now going to
visit Jagannath, when questioned as to his caste, replies that heis
of Kanta Babu's caste.” _
Kanta Babu wes succeeded in 1778 by his son, Lokuath
Rai, who had, as already stated, received the fitle of Maharaja
Babadur, The next of the line was the latter’s son Harinith,
on whom the title of Raja DBahfdur was conferred by the then
Viceroy, Lord Amberst. He died in 1832, leaving a minor
son nomed Krishnanith and a daughter who was married to
Nabifi Chandra Nandi, tho father of the present proprietor of
the Raj. Xrishnavdth, on whom the title of Raja Bahadur was
conferred by Lord Auckland in 1841, began to dissipate the
family fortunes when he attained his majority, spending no less
than 41 lakhs in four years. He committed suicide, by blowing
out his brains, in 1844, a day affer moking his will. By thie
will he left his property in trust to the East India Company for
the establishment of a University at Banjetin to be oalled the
Rrishonanath University, bequeathed three lakhs to a private
servant besides several honses and valuable jewellery, and left
his widow, Rani Swarnamayi, only an allowance of Ra. 1,500 a
month., The Rani contested the validity of the will, which was
sot aside on the ground of the testator not having leen in full
possession of his senses. She held the property till her death in
1897, snd devoted the greater part of its income to worke of
charity and publie utility: her benevolence and munificence have,
in fact, become proverbial. In recognition of her public spirit,
o ¥
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she was made a Mahdrdni in 1871 nnd a member of the Imperial
Order of the Crown of Indin in 1878. On her death the
property passed to her mother-in-law Rini Hara Sundari, the
widow of Rajn Harivdth, but she executed a deed in fuvour of
her grandson Maunindra Chandra Nandi, who is now in possession
of the property. He has been made n Mahdrija, and the rame
title has been oonferred on his next heir and successor ns n
personal distinolion subject to the approval of the head of the
Bengal Government for the time being,

Dhulign.—Town in the north of the Jangipur subdivision
gitunted on the Bhéagirathi. It consists of a group of villages,
which were formed info a munisipality in 1909, Tho population
within municipal limits, acoording to the census of 1911, is &,208,
It is ono of the most importaut river marts in the district, being
the seat of a large trade in rice and other agricultural produce.
It contains a station on the DBarharwa-Aszimgonj-Ilatwa branch
of the East Indian Railway, and there is a steamer service to
Jiiganj doring the 1ains.

Ghiasabad.—Village in the Lalbigh subdivision, situated on
the west bank of the Bhagirathi about 7 miles north of Asimganj.
The remains discovered here show that it is the site of an old
Hindu town. Stones and pillars engraved with Pali characters,
gold coins and broken pottery have been found, but nothing
hos yet been discovered which throws any light on the history
of the place. The old Hindu uame of the place was Badrihat,
which the conquering Musalmins changed to Ghidsabad. I'here
is an old Muhammadan tomb here, which Captain Layard was
told was that of aking of Guur, when he visited tho place in
1853.* It has been surmised therefure that the tomb is that of
Ghidsuddin Babadur, who ruled over Eastern Bengal from 1810
to 1319 and over all Bengal from 1319 to 1323 A.D., but Mr.
Beveridge was informed by the guardian of the tosb that the
fnmily tradition was that it was built over the remaius of a
saint.t :

Giria.—Village in the Jangipur subdivision, situated on the
east bank of the Bhagirathi about five miles north.east of
Jangipur. It is also the name of a taraf or tract of country in
pargana Shomaskhali, which includes six villages on the cast
bank and three on the west bouk of the DBhagirathi. The vame
has been given to two battles fought in the neighbourhood, the
first between All Vardi Khan and Sarfaraz Khin in 1740 and the
second between the linglish and Mir Kasim’s army in 1763,

# Proceodinga of the Asintic Socisty of Bangul, 1853, p. 577,
t Old Plaes in Murehidabad, Calentts Reviow, 1802,
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In the earlier battls, Sarfariz Khdn, the thied Nawab of
Murshidabad, and the last of the lineal desosndants of Murshid
Kali, wus defeated and slain by Ali Vardi Khin, whohad rebelled
and advanced against him from Bihdr. An neoount of this battle,
which gave the vicior the throne of Bengal, will be found in
Chapter LT, '

In the battle of 1763 the English numbered 750 Buropesns
and 2,000 sepoys, with a fow guns and some native cavalry,
commanded by Major Adums of the 84th Regiment; the nrmy of

Mir Kasim was composed of 12 battalions of sopoys, 15,000 horse
and 12 eonnon. The engagement was sharply contested for four
hours, for the troops of the Nawab had been carefully trained in
Turopean methods by Samrn, the notorious German rensgade.
The enemy, al one time, broke part of the English line, gained
poseession of two guns, and attacked the 84th Regiment iu front
and rear. But in the end, the English victory was complete ; all
the eannon were captured, with 150 boats laden with provisions,
and Mir Kasim fled towards Monghyr.

Though the two battles have the same name, they were fought
on different sides of the river aud at some distance apart. The
firat battle was fought on the east of the Bhagirathi, as is clear
from the Rivasu.s-Saldtin, which states that Sarfariz Khin
marohed north from Murshidabad passing Diwansardi and Khamra,
by what is now the Jidganj-Jangipur road, to the east of the
river. The forces of All Vardi Khin wers, it says, arranged
in the form of a cirele from Aurangibdd at the mouth of the
Suti river to the plain of Balkatah. The site, which was
near the villages of Momintala and Shibnargyanpur, has been
diluviated.

In this battle an officer of Sarfardz Khin, named Ghaus Khin,
is said to have performed prodigies of valour and fell fighting
gollantly. A tomb was erected over his remains at Ohandpur on
the east of the Bhagirathi, but both village and tomb wore washed
away about filty years ago, 'The tomb was then re-erectedon the
west side of the river in what is now called Chindpur, near which
there is o new Momintala. Hare thres monnds are pointed out as
the graves of Gthaus IChAn and his two sons Kutub and Babar,
who were killed with him. According to the Sair-wl-Mutdtharin,
“owever, the tomb did not long contain the bodies of Ghaus
Khén and his two sons, One 8hih Haidar, a saint and o sollat-
eral ancestor of Ghuldm Hussain, the author of the Sufr-ul
Mutakharin, was o great friend of Ghaus Khan and had converted
him to the Shia faith. When he heard of his friend's death, he
went to Murshidibid and loaded Ali Vardi with reproaches,
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“which he bore patiently, nor did there come any word from that
prince’s mouth, but such ns savoured of humility and submission.”
8hah Haidar then wenk to Girin and dug up the bodies of Ghaus
Khan and his eons and cowpavions, and took them to Bhigalpur,
where he reinterred them.

The second battle of Girin wos fonght on the west bank of
the Bhigirathi, near the then mouth of the Binsloi. Major
Adams crossed the Bhagirathi nosr Muxshidabad on 27th July
and marched up its right bank, while Mir asim’s army aban-
doned its strong position ot Suti and gave battle on the open
plain. The battle actually tock place in the angle between the
right benk of the Bhagirathi and the left bank of the Dansloi.
It would be more corrcet to call it the battle of Buli, ns the
Sairatl-Mutakharin does,*

Jangipur.—Headquarters of the subdivision of the same name
situated on the east bank of the Bhigirathi river. It contsins
a population of 11,408 persons, according to the census of 1911,
The name is a corruption of JahAogirpur, which is explained by
& tradition that the Emperor Jahangir founded the place. During
the early days of British rule it was on important centre of the
gilk trade and the site of a commercial residency. In the
Nizimat offce records there is a letter, dated 1773, addressed to
Mr. Henchman, Oollector of Jabangirpur, by Mr. Middleton,
Resident at the Murshidabad Durbar and Chief of Murehidibad.
In 1802, Lord Valentia desoribed Jangipur as “the greatest
silk station of the East India Company, with 600 furnaces, and
giving employment to 8,000 persons.”” He added that silk then
sold for Re. 10-4 a seer, In 1835, when the Company's trading
monopoly ceased, its filatures were sold to a Mr. Larulletto for
Rs. 51,000. The old Residenoy cemetery was washed away by a .
flood of the Blhagirathi in 1847. A notice in the Calewtia Gazette
of 4th March 1848 states that seven memorial tablets were
removed from the monuments and deposited in the Toll Office,
and were available on application by relatives or friends of the
deceased, T ;

The subdivisional courts and offices formerly stood on the
east bank of the Bhagirathi, and were moved to the west bank in
consequenco of the encroachments of the river. This gquarter of
the town is called Raghunithganj and is within municipal limits.
The northern portion of Raghunithganj is called Balighat, and is
said to be named after the poet Valmiki. An ancient banyan tree

* Old Placesin Murshidabad, Colenita Review, 1882,
t Bengal Past and Pregent, July 1808, p. 868,
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is supposed to mark the spot where he used to bathe. Here there
is an old mosque with an inseription saying that it was built by
Baiyad Kasim and containing a chronogram, which gives 1075
AH., or 1664 AD., as the date. ~ Saiyad Kasim, who possibly
gave his name to Kasimbagzar, is said to be descended from a
famous eaint, named Saiyad 8hah Martazanand, whose tomb is
ot Suti; it is mentioned in the Riyasu-s-Saldiin,

Sir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal from 1877
to 1882, was once stationed af Jangipur and transferred the
subdivieional headquertors there from Aurangiibdd in 1856,
Jungipur is still o centre of the silk trade and is the chief loll-
gtation for boats passiug along the Bhagirathi.

Jangipur Subdivision.—Northern subdivision of the distriot
with an area of 509 square miles. Its population, according to
the consus of 1911, is 857, 930, the density being 708 per square
mile. In shape it resembles sn isosceles triangle, bounded on
the west by the Bonthal Parganas and Dirbhiim and on the enst
by the Padma river, which geparatesit from Malda and Rajshihi;
on the south lies the Lalbagh subdivision. Tne northernmost
point is ceoupied by the Farakka outpost and the Shamsherganj
thana (of which that outpost forms part), south of which is thana
Buti. The tract south of Bufi is divided into the two thanas of
Mivzapur, to the west, and Raghunathganj, to the enst; south of
Raghunathganj is the Lalgola thana,

The subdivision is divided into two parts by the Bhagirathi
flowing from north to south. DBegioning from the north, the
gountry to the eaet of that river as far ns the town of Jangipur is
n long strip of ehar land belween the Bhigirathi aad the
Podma. This strip, which represents nearly two-thirds of the
whole length of the subdivision, is extremely narrow, its average
width being only about 2 miles, Ifis sparsely populated and
thinly wooded, and the houses are ounly temporary structures.
The remninder of the Bagr, i.e., the country east of the Bhagi-
rathi, is about 14 miles in length and 10 miles in width, It
is thickly populated and well cultivated. Being a fortile alluvial
iract, it benrs two crops in the year, and jute is extensively grown.
The country to the west of the Bhagirathi has also a twofold
divieion thronghout its length. The eastern fringe slong the
Baghirathi, which hes an average breadth of about 3 miles, is of
the same choracter as the Bagri. A choracteristio feature of this
riverain strip is that it abounds in kul frees, on which lac is
reared ; ag in the Bagri, there are numerons mango orchards and -
bamboo elumps. The western portion extending to the borders of
Birbhiim and the Sonthal Parganas has a comparatively high and
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hard undulating surface, on which winter rice is almost exclusively
grown. This tract, which has an avorage breadth of about 7
miles, 18 ealled the Rarh,

The chief rivers of (lie subdivision are the Ganges or Padma
snd its distribuiary the Bhégirathi. The Ganges has two smaller
offshoots, viz, the Gumani, which takes off at the extreme
north of the subdivision near Farakka, and the old channel of the
Bhairab, which branches off elose to Lilgola. The tributaries of
the Bhagirathi are the Singa, Bausloi and Pagla, all hill streams
from the Sonthal Pargonas, The united walers of the DLinsloi
and Pagla fall into the Bbagirathi near Jangipur, The Singn
bifurcates below the former indigo factory st Aukura; the
northern branch joins the Bligirathi at Hazarpur, and the
southern at Dhulidn.

The subdivision is liable to inundation during the rains,
when boats furnish the main means of communication. Asthe
flood water subsides, the land is sown with &aldi, which is exten-
sively cultivated. ‘lhere are several dils, of which the most
important are the Ohachand and Bansabiti Bils to the west of
the Dhdagirathi, and the Krishnaseil, Pordméri and Gangni to .
the east of that river,

Jisganj.—Town in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated ‘on the
east bank of the Bh&girathi 6 miles north of Murshidibad and
opposite Azimganj station on the Eost Indian Railway, It
forms part of the Azimganj municipality and is connected with
Arimganj by & ferry aoross the Bhagirathi; during the rains, a
steamer service plies to Dhuliin and Uslentta. Though it is no
longer such an important emporium as it was, Jikganj is still a
large depit where rice, jute, silk, ete., are collected for export.
It conteins some large houses, the property of Jain merchants,
many of whow dwell here, though the main colony lives at
Azimganj.

EKalkapur.—B8ee Cossimbazar.

Kandi.—Headquarters of the subdivision of the same name,
egituated near the Mor river, 18 miles south-west gf Berhampore.

The town owes much of its importance to its having been
the seat of a wealthy and devont family of Uttarrfirhi Keyasths,
who were originally known as the Kéndi Réjas, but having
taken up their residenco st Paikpara in the neighbourhood of
Caleutta, are now generally called the Paikparn Rajas., The
first of the family fo settle at Kindi was Hara Krichna Singh,
who was a money-lender aund silk merchant, He is said to have
been driven to take up his residence at Rampur Boalia by
the Marathe raids, but this was only a temporary absence, for
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his son Grauringa Singh is known to have lived at Kandi. Here
he is said to have built a house with eornices like those on Sirdj-
ud-daula’s palace. This, it is eaid, *“#o exasperated the haughty
Wawib that he immedintely ordered the oorsices to be pulled
down and the builder to be arrested. 'This mark of vandalism
is visible in some parts of the dilapidated houssa which still
exists, "'* .

The real fonnder of the fortunes of the family was Ganga
Govinda Singh, the nephew of Gauringa Singh, who became
the Banyan of Warren Hostings, and in that capaeity amaseed
o immense fortume. Agninst him Burke thundered in his
impeachment of Warren Hastings as “that collected hLeap of
villainy.” Warren Hastings, however, spoke of him in the
warmest terms of gratilude snd, when leaviug India, remarked,
“The regret which 1 cannot but feel, in relinguishing the service
of my honorable employers, wonld be much embittered, wers it
accompanied by the reflection that I huve neglected the merits
of n man who deserves no less of them than of myself—Ganea
Gobinda Bingh—who from his earliest youth has been employed
in the eollection of revenues, and was about Il years ago
selected for his superior talent to fill the office of Diwian to the
Calouttn Committee, He hos from that time, with a short inter-
mission, been the prineipal native ngent in ths colleotion of the
Oompany’s revenues; and I ecan fake upon myself to say that
he has performed the duties of his office with fidelity, diligence
and ability. To myself, he has given proofs of a constancy and
attachment whioh neither the fears nor expectations excited by
the prevalence of direct influence could shake; and at a tima,
too, when these qualities were so dangerous, that for from finding
them amongst the generality of his countrymen, I did not invari-
ably meet with them amongst my own.”

Ganga Gobinda Singh was born at Kandi, and retiring thither
in his old age devoted himeelf to the erection of shrines and images
of Krishna, His nome has acquired a traditional celebrity for the
most magnificent srdddha, or funeral obsequies, ever performed in
Bengal. They were celebrated in honour of his mother, and are
stated to have cost twenty lakhs of rupees. The guests on that
ocoasion included the Rajas and zamindars of half the Provinee,
and were presided over by Biva Chandra, son of the revered
Brihman Réja Krishna Chandra, of Krishnagar. The Brahmans
are said to have been fed with the fresh rice of Jugannath,
brought by relays of posts from Puri to Kindi.

® Hishori Chiind Miten The E@adi Family, Caleoltn Reviow, 1874,
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His grandson, Krishna Chandra Singh, better known by his
popular name of Lila Nabu, who was born in 1775, added largely
to the estate, but became an ascetio and took up his residence at
Brind&ban, where he was distinguished for his liberality and piety.
Lala Babu's son was Bri Narayan, who left no sons. His senior
widow adopted Pratap Chandra Bingh, who helped to found the
British Indinn Associntion, of which he was Vice-President, Ilo
wns made a Rija Boh&dur and O, 8, I, and founded the Kandi
Migh School in 1858, He died in 1866, leaving four sons,
Givis Chaudra (died 1877), Purna Chandra (died 1890), Kanti
Ohandra (died 1880), and Barat Obandra, who is still alive.
Kandi oweslits dispensary, which is a well equipped institution,
to the munificence of Giris Chandra, who bequeathed Rs, 1,25,000
for its construction and maintenance; it was opened in 1838,
The junior widow of Sri Nardyan adopted Iswar Chandra Singh,
the younger brother of Pratap Chandra ; he died in 1861 leaving
an only son, Indra Chandra, who died in 1594,

The family now live at the Belgachia Villa at Caloutta, but
Kandi contains the old family residence and the temples they
have erected. The shrine of (he family god Radhaballabh J in,
whose image was placed there by Gauringa Singh, is described as
follows by Bilm Bholinath Ohandea, in his Traves of @ Hindu
(pp. 65-G7) : “Of all shrines, the shrine at Kandi is maintained
with the greatest liberality. The god here seems to live in the
style of tho great Moghul. His masn+d avd pillows are of the

- best velvet and damask richly embroidered. Before him are placed
geld aud silver salvers, oups, tumblers, pdn-dans, and jugs of
various size and pattern, He is fed every morning with filty
kinds of curry and ten kinds of pudding. His breakfast over,
gold hookahs are brought to him, to smoke the most aromatio
tobaoco, He then retires for his noonday siesta. In (he after-
noon he lunches, and at night he sups, upon the choicest and
richest viands with new names in the vooabulary of Hindu
confectionery. The daily expenses at this shrine are eaid to he
Rs. 500, inelusive of alms and charity to the poor,”

Kandi Subdivision.—South-western subdivision of the district
with an area of 435 square miles, Its population, according to
the census of 1311, is 801, 493, the density being 589 persons per
square mile. It is bounded on the east by the river Babla,
on the eouth by the Burdwan distriet, on the west by the district
of Birbhiim and on the north by the Sadar subdivision, The
surface is undulating, but a considerable portion of thena Kandi
is oocupied by the depression called the Hijal, and o large

- part of thana Bharatpur is a low-lying plain, which becomes
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water-logged during the rains. The chiel rivers are the Dwirka
snd Mor or Maurfikhi; the latter bifureates, one branch joining
the Uwarks at Rangrim, while the other falls into it inthe
Hijal.

Kiriteswari or Kiritkona.—Village in the Lalbigh sub-
division, sitnated to the west of the Dhagirathi, three miles west of
Murshidabid. Tho place derives its name from the femple of
Kiriteswari, which marks the spot where the orown (kirif) of Sati
fell when she was dismembered by the disous of Vishou. It is of
gome antiquity, being mentiomed in the Brahminda section of the
Hthavishyat Pupdna, which was probably composed in the fifleenth
or sixteenth century A.D. It flourished under the rule of the
Nawiibs, thus disproving the story that Murshid uli Khin had
oll Hindu temples within four miles of Murshidibad pulled
down. Aoccording to the Sair-ul-Blufdkharin, Mir Jafar was
persuaded by Nanda Kumir, the Nuncomar of history, to
tnke water in which the sacred emblem of the goddess had been
bathed, in the hope that it would be a cure for the malady of
which he died, The emblem is a pices of bluck stone engraved
with floral designa. The crown, or frontal bone, itself, which is
called guptapit, is preserved in o pot covered with red silk and is
rarely exposed to view. "There are several other temples, one of
whioh bears the date 1765, but all are neglected aund in need of
repair, According to the Riyasu-s-Sulilin, Mir Habib encamped
hore when making his raid on Murshidibad with the Maratha
horse.

Lalbagh.—Part of the town of Murshidabid and the heand-
quarters of the subdivision of the same name. When Prinee
Farrukhsiyar came to Murshidabad from Dacca, after Murshida-
béad had been made the capital of Bengal, Murshid Euli Khin
assigned him o palace at Lalbigh, of which no trace now
remaing, The subdivisional courts and offices are located in a
building ealled the Permit Cutoherry, which was the old custom-
house.

Lalbagh Subdivision,—Subdivision in the centre of the dis-
triot with an area of 865 square miles. Its population, according
to the cemsus of 1911, is 195,128, the density being 535 persons
per square mile. It is bounded on the north by the Jangipur
subdivision, on the east by the Badar subdivision and the river
Padma, which separates it from the Rajshahi distriot, on the
south by the Sadar and Kandi subdivisions and on the west by
the Birbhiim district. The land to the west of the Bhagirathi is
oolled the Rarh and has an undulating surface, on which winter
rice is mainly grown. Jute cultivation is almost unknown in this
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portion except on the river bank and didra land, The eastern
portion, which is ealled the Bégri, is a flat alluvial tract producing
antumn rice and rabi crops; the cultivation of jute is also con-
siderable. Unlike the Rarh, which is thinly wooded, it has a
lusuriant vegetation. The villages have & heary jungle round
thera, and there are numerons mango and other fruit orchards,
There is this further difference batweea the Rarh and the Bagri,
that in the former the Hindus are twice ns numerous as the Musal-
mins, whercas in the Bagri the reverse is the cnse, The
Bhagirathi enters the subdivision at Giaidi. ‘Lhere is long
embankment on its eastern bank, called the Lalitakuri embank-
ment, to protect the conntry from inundntion. The Gobra Nullah
onee connected the Bhagirathi with the Bhairab and other rivars,
but its offtake from the Bhagirathi has been closed by the
embankment, and it is gradually drying up and ceasing to fulfil
its furmer functions as a drainage ohaunel for the country to the
enst of the Bhagirathi,

Maidapur.—Village in the Sadar subdivision situated three
miles east of Derhampore. In the eighteenth century this place,
situated on the high rond from Caloutta to Murshidabid, was almost
s suburb of Murshiddbad. Orme speaks of civilians having their
country houses here before the battle of Plassey, and about 1768
the Chief of Uoesimbazar made it his residence, at least for a
time., This is clear from a letter, dated 10th April 1768, frora
the Council at Osloutta to the Lirectors, in which Midnapore is
a mistake for Maidapur. Iteays—

“ Mr. Sykes has represented to us the inconvenience he must
labour under in {ransacting the business of the Durbar, from the
Council having appropriated Midaapore house to the use of the
Chief of Cossimbazar, which place he has for some time past made
hie principal residence by reason of the unhealthy situation of
Motijhil. We could not, with the loasl degree of delicacy to
that Board, take this matter again into consideration s and he
was, therefore, told it should be referred to the decision of You,
our Honourable employers.”*

Lord Teignmouth f (Sir John Shore) was living at Maidapur
in Ootober 1773, in which year it was the official residence of
Mr, S8amuel Middleton, Resident at the Durbir and Ohijef of
QOossimbazar; the Nizimat records contain several official letters
of his written in 1773 from Maidapur. It remained the oivil
headquarters of the disfrict for meny years, and the jail and

* Appendix to Verdlat's Fiew of #he Rise, Frogress and Present Stafs of ihe
Fonglish Government in Rengal (1772), p. 77,
+ H, Beveridge, (Hd Places in Murshid®bad, Culeatta Review, 1802,
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Innatic nsylum were located there till 1875-74 ; tho latter buildings
are still standing.

A litile to the north of Maid&pur is Chunakhili, an old suburb
of Murshidibad, which is famous for the excollonce of its
mangoes. Near it is Hlathinagar, where the Nawabs seem to have
kopt their elephants. Noxth of Ohunakhat, on the right-hand
gide of the road to Murshidibad, is & magnificent avenue of
dalddra trees (Polyalthia longifolis) which leads to Nishat-
bagh,

ﬁg][urahidﬁhﬁd.—'l‘own in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated
on the enst bank of the river Bhigirathi, six miles north of
Berhampore,

Though Murshilabad was the capital of Bengul for nearly a
century, its history canmot be traced back to any distant date,
ond there are divergent nccounts of its origin. According to
Tieffenthaler, it was founded in the time of Akbar, and this seems
to be corroborated by the fmct that there is 8 place to the east
of the tuvwn onlled Akbarpur. There is, however, no trace of
this name in the old records, where it is always known as
Mnkhsusabad, or its wvoriant Makhsudibad, The Kijasu-s.
Salgiin snys that the place was onlled Makhsusibad after o
merchant named Makhsus Khan who built a serai theve, and its
founder may have been a nobleman of that name who is men-
tioned in the din-i-Akbari, Ile was the brother of Said Khan,
Gtovernor of Bengal under Akbar (1587-95 A.D.), and served in
Bengal and Bihar; a stone mosque at Hajipur in the Patopa
district, which was built by a Makhsus Khan, may have been
erected by him. There is also a mention of the town, as
“ Moragudibad founded by a Yavana,” is., a Musalmin, in the
Brahmands eootion of the Bhavishyat Purdna, which was probably
composed in the fifieenth or sixteenth century. Vet another
account is given by Raymond, the translator of the Suir.ul
Mutakharin (eive., 1786), who says it was first called ** Qolaria ™
theu * Macsoodabad” and finally “ Moorshoodabad . Kolaria
was & place in the eaet of the town, where Murshid Kuli Khag
had his residence

In the firet half of the seventeenth-century it began to acquire
a reputation for the manufacture of silk fabrics, and in the
gecond half of that cevtury became the seat of o Mughal officer,
Tavernier, who visited it in 1666 and oalled it Madesoubazarki,
gays that it was alarge place and the residence of the Receiver.
General (by which he means the Diwan) of the Nawah Bhuisty,
Ehén. The English Agents, Streynsham Master and William
Hedges, both mention it as the seat of a Uovemor named
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Bolehand or Bulohdnd Ray, who interfered with the English
trade under various pretexts and died at * Moxudabad * in 1683,
by which time it had become & wint town.*

In 1697, the town was teken and plundered by the Afghdn
insnrgents during tho rising commonly known as Subha Singh's
rebellion, and in 1700 Murshid Xuli Xlhan, the Diwin of Bengal,
made it the hiadquarters of the Diwani in place of Dacen.
Three yenars later Murshid Kuli Khan, who had in the meantime
been appointed Deputy Nazim avd really oxercised all the powers
of Nizim, called it after himself Murshidiltad, and thenoeforth
it was the acknowledged ocspital of Bengal. The old name still
lingered on, however, and is found (ppelt as Muxudabad) in the
TEnglish records as late ag 17601

The Nawidbs, after the Orientsl fashion, built themselves
palaces and adorned the capital with other buildings., Through-
out their rule Murshidabad was not exposed to the hazards of
war except doring the war with the Maritbhas, when Mir Halib
made a successful raid on it with a body of Maritha horse. Le
did not succeed in penetrating the city, but plundered the
suburbe, part of whioh he fired, and carried off a great treasure
from Jagat Seth’s pulace. Murshidabad was fortunate in esoap-
ing further attacks, for it was not protected by foitified walle.
Ag it was, the danger of attack by the Marithas was so real that
icany of the inhabilants deserted it and fled across the Ganges.

Adfter the battle of Plassey, Murshidabad contmued to be the
geat of admivistralion for some years. That battle was mnot
regarded at the time as subverting the Muhammadan Govern-
ment but as & means of substituting a subservient Nawab
for Sirdj-wl-deula, @nd the work of Goverument for several
years remained in the hands of Muhammaden officials, The
first great change was made in 1772 by Warren Hastings, who
removed the supreme civil and eriminal eourls from Murshidibad
te Calentta. After an experience of three years, the tribunal of
oriminal justice was retransferred to Murshidabad ; and it was
pot till 1790, onder Jword Cornwallis, that the entire revenuo
ond judicial staff was established ot Caloutta, Before this
time, too, the civil headguarters of the district had been fixed at
Maidéipur, from which it was travsferred to Berhampore. The

* In lhe Lobora Musenm thors is o rupee of Aurnngzeb with the mint mark of

Maklsusdbid bearing a date corresponding o 1679 A.D.

+ [be dute of tho vew nnmeis clencly Axed by the cvidenco of coins, The name
MukhsusBbfd appears lnsb on & eoln of 1704, and Mursbidibid appears fivst oo o
rupea coined 10 the year beginning 28th Decomber 1704, Son Noter on Ganr and
other old places by Monmoban Chakravartl, J. A, 8. B,, July 1004, p. 284,

-
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city of Murshidabad was thus left ounly as the residence of the
MNowib Nazim, o descendant of Mir Jafar, who till 1882 retained
cerbain attributes of sovereignty within his palace aud receivel a
pension of 16 lakhs a year. In that year the last Nawab Nasim
sbdicated his pesition in favour of his son, who succeeded on a
reduced ponsion and without any sovereign rights, 'I'he titlo of
the present descendant of the once independent rulers of Bengal,
Bihar and Orissn is now simply that of Nawib Dohadur of
Murshidabad. :

After the battle of Ilassey, Clive wrote: *The ecity of
Murshiddbid is as extensive, populous, and rich as the city of
London, with this difference, that there are individuals in the
first possessing infinitely greater property than in the last dity.
The inbabitanis, if inclined to destroy the Europeans, might
have done so with sticks and stones.” At that time, the largest
dimensions of the city proper are said to liave been five miles
along the Bhagirathi in length, and two and a balf miles in
brendth on ench bank of the river, while the circumference of
its extensive suburbs has been put as high as 30 miles, Origin-
ally, it is said to have stretohed along both sides of the river
for 10 miles, and it is moticeable that Orme speaks of Hirdjhil
on the western bank as being in the middle of the ocity.

Uther accounts show that, though large and populous, Murshi-
dabid contsined fow buildings of any grandeur exeept the palices
of the Nawibs and was for the most part a city of mean streets.
Mrs. Kindersley wrote, on visiting the place in 1766, * Muxuda-
bad, the present capital of the three provinces, is a vile dirty
place. The palaces of the Nabob and houses of the great peoplo
are built of stone with more expense than taste; those of the
common herd are built of straw and bamboo, so low that it is
difficult to stand upright in them.” Later acoounts bear gut
this description. Hamilton's Fast India Guostteer, for instance,
sayE—

*The town extends eight miles along both sides of the river,
and was never fortified exeept by an oconsional rampart in 1742
during the Mahratta invasion. The buildings are in general
bad, and the old palace of the Nabobe, named the Laul Baugh,
o insignifionnt as to be passed without observation ; but to the
north of that range the Nabub has recently erscted a lofty modern
Buropean house (named the Aina Mahal), whish now forms a
conspicnous object viewed from the river. With the exception
of the Chowk and the streets leading to it, the city of Murshidi-
bad may be desoribed as a vost assemblage of mud and stiaw
huts, built without the least regard to order, choked up on all
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gides with trees and vegetation of all sorts, interspersed on the
side next the river with a few briok houses, and o considerable
number of paliry mosques, being on the whole, with reference
to its size and population, probably the meanest capilal in

Hindustan,”

With this may be compared the deseription given by Colonel
Gastrell in the Revenue Burvey Report (1857)—

“ Numerous brick buildings stand all along tho banks of the
river, north and south of the palace, which bLelong to, and are
chiefly ocoupied by, the relatives and adberents of the Nawdb.
Many others, some with pretty gardens, are scattered aliout in the
tangled mnze of jungle, hovels, holes and lanks which lie to the
enstward. Btanding oo the top of the palace dome, the loftiest
place in the distriot, and looking over the city snd its suburbs,
litile meets the eye but a demse forest of bamboos and trees of
all kinds. Hardly a clear spot is to be seen. It is only when
one turns to the west that the river and the high land in the
north-west of the distriot present open tracts. A stranger, us he
stood snd gazed, would never imagine that below was u dense
mass of human beings of all classes, crowded {ogether in every
deseription of house and hut. There are no defined limits to |
Murshidabad as a city, nor is any part known especially by this
name. It is given indiscriminately {o a collection of temples,
mosgues, handsome brick houses, gardens, walled enclosures,
bovels, huts and tengled jungle, containing the ruins of many
edifices that have sprung up and decayed around the many
residences of the former and present Nawabs Nazim of Mursbhida-
bad.” This account holds good at the present time, excspt that
the place exhibits even more palpable sigos of deoline. The
earthquake of 1847 destroyed a large number of buildings, which
the people have not been able to replace, and the antouched ruins

convey a melancholy impression of poverty and decay.
In the beginning of the present century, by which time the

decay of the city had already set in, we have several estimates of
the population. They cannot be omitted in this place, though
for purposes of comparison they are almost useless, ag we know
neither the area which the city was then supposed fo cover nor
the modes of enumeration adopted. In [815, the number of
houses was estimated at 30,000, and the totsl population at
165,000 souls. In 1829, the Magistrate, Mr. Hathorn, took, what
is desoribed in the Census Report for 1872 as, “a tolerably
acourate census” ; and returned the population at 146,178, In
1837, Mr. Adam found the inhabitants to amount to 124,804
persons, which shows a decrease of nearly 15 per cent. in eight
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years, In 1872, when the first regulsr census was taken, the
population was no more than 46,182 ; but the old city comprised
s much larger srea than was included within the municipal
boundaries in 1872. It has since still further diminiched as
shown in the margin; the figures include the population of the

suburb of Azimganj, which formed part

o wan of Murshiddbad until 1896, when it was
1801 85,670 made & separste municipality, The
}ﬂﬂﬁ g‘;gﬂg population of the sren included in the

municipal limits of Murshidibad as
now econstitubed was 15,168 in 1901 and fell to 12,669 in
1911,

The town contains the administrative headquarters of the
Lalbégh subdivision, but has no industries exeept a few that wore
fostered by the luxury of the Mughal Oourt, Lvory carving is
an old speciality of the place : the artificers, now few in number,
produce highly-finished work, Other industrial arts are the
embroidory of articles with gold and silver lnce, the myking of
musical instruments and Aookaks, and the manufacture of silk
fabrios, /

I"or convenience of reference the buildings and remains at cayenaz
Murshidabad are dealt with in the following acconnt in throe DUIID-
groups, viz, central, southern and morthern, in'the order men- ™
tioned.

! The most conspioucus building in Murshiddbad is the palace The
of the Nawab Bahadur, which stands on the bank of the Bhagi- Pl
rathi It is an imposing pile, in the Itslian style of architecture,
and was designed and built under the supervision of General Duncan
McLeod of the Bengal Corps of Engineers (father of 8ir Donald
MoLeod) ; the foundation stone was laid in 1829, and the building
wae completed in 1837, It is a three-storied building surmounted |
by & dome, - Un the ground floor are the foshdkkhdna, armoury, :
offices and record-rooms; on the first floor are the Durbar Hall or
throne-room, banqueting hall, drawing.room, sitting-rooms and
billiard-rooms. The second floor contains a ball-room, library,
china-room, bedrooms, ete, The Durbar Hall, banqueting hall
and ball-room are particularly fine chambers, The former is
erowned by a dome 63 feet high, from which bangs a magnificent
candelabrum with 101 branches, 'he banqueting hall and ball-
room are each 180 feet long by 27 feet broad. { The palace ecnntains
many artistic treasures, rare pictures, costly jewelry, old arms,
wonderful copies of the Korin, eto. Many of the most interest=
ing objects have been lent to the Vietorin Hall collection at
Caloutta.
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The palace itself is called the Bara Kothi or Hazirdudri, ¢.e.,
the house with a thomsand doors, and the enclosure within which
it is sitnated is known as the Nizimat Ilila, This contains, in
addition to the palace, the Imimbdra, the Medina, a clock tower,
three mosques and residential and other quarters. It is entered
by several large gates bearing different names, such as Dakshin
Darwiza, Chauk and Imémbira. The main gates have naubal-
khdnas or musiciaus’ gallerics over them, and the entrances are
large and high enough for an elephant to pass with o howdah on
ils back,

“The most striking emblem of royal dignity still maintained
at Murshidabéd is the imperial musio, which may still be heard in
the early morning sounding from the great fortified gatoway
which leads to the palace. This peculiar strain of instrumental
musie, whioch was allowed by the Delhi emperors to all Subakdars
as o mark of delegated sovereignty, is frequently allnded to by
the native obromiclers os the public accompaniment of each
important event in the history of the Nawdbs, At the present
time the mueicians have lost their traditional cupnivg, and the
sound is desoribed as ‘digcordant and jangling'; but what the
effect was in the days of the early Nawabs may be learned from
the Swir-ul-Muiakharin ;—F° This music consists of nagaras (kettlo-
drums) of iron, twice as big as those in Europe; dhols (ordinary
drums) ; surneds (hautboys) ; Adras (trumpets) ; sils (oymbals), an
instrument lately borrowed by the Europeans from the Turks, but
played by the Indians in & more delicate, curious, and ecientifio
manner ; fdshas (flat kettle-drums) of varying diameter and
depth; and lastly, a kerana or straight speaking-trompet, which is
seven or eight feet in length, and two or three inches in width at
the mouth. All these instruments are played together upon the
top of the main gateway of a fortress or palace, or upon & struc-
ture raited for the purpose on three lofty arches, and therefors
called o ¢ripuliak, There is produced a very animating musie,
which at a distance iz very pleasing. The long trumpet can be
heard a mile away, and might be thought the voice of a Nadir
Shab thundering out his orders to his army.”* '

Another old ceremony still observed at Murshidabad, which it
will not be out of place to mention here, is the Bura or festival of
Ehwaja Khizr, This is observed by launching tiny light-ships

* Hucter's Statistical dccount of Bengal, vol. 1X, pp. 68-69, Mr, Mazumdar
remarks in The Masnad of Murshidadad that ** bowover discordant the music may
seau iﬂﬂﬂ nobneoustomed, the midnight and the carly morning straine are indeod
swesk.
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on the river, a spectacle which may be seen to great advantage on
the Bhagirathi. On certain nights in the rainy season thousands
of little rafts, each with its lamp burning, are floated down the
siream, Their construction is very simple, for a piece of plantain
or bamboo bears a eweetmeat or two and the lamp. The festival
is celebrated with much magnificence on the last Thuraday of the
month of Bhidra (3eptember). A raft is construoted of planlain
trees and bamboos and covered with earth, On thinis erected a
small fortress, benring fireworks on its walls, At a given signal
the raft is launched and floated to the furtherside of the river,
when the fireworks are let off, their reflection on the water
producing a picturesque effect.

The Imimbéra on the north of the palace, which was built in ‘iﬂlﬁmh_rl
1847, is the largest ImAmbara in Bengal. It has o frontage of pud oid
80 feet, and is divided into three blocks, each with a large quad- Medin.
rangle. The central quadrangle contains the Medina and two
ourious structures, which are desoribed as follows by Mr. Mazum.
dar: “In each corner of two of the wings or halls of the quad-
rangle is a structure, called a pdlidr or mountain, of bamboos mare
than 100 years old, covered over with dyed cotton, in the centre
of whioh is a fwrag, meaning literally the bright one, being a
representation of the animal with human fave and peacock’s tail
on which the Prophet asoended to heaven, The tail reaches the
oeiling of the firet floor and is over fifty feet in height. At the
foot of this structure is & reservoir, ronnd whioh arve placed date-
trees and camels made of sola and cotton, to remind one of the
plains of Arabia. At the back of the Burag is a large mirror.
Well-polished Indian shields, and china and tin plates, are fitted
into the feathers of the tail to represent the eyes of the peacock’s
feathers. Swords, sabres, daggers and lances, used by Birdj-ud.
danla, are arranged in different designs round them; and thou-
sands of candles, their light reflected in the mirror, make the whole
a dagaling soene. With its large proportions, its stately pillars, its
spacious marble floors, its innumerable large chandeliors, some of
which form part of the presents of the East India Company, and
ita other- magnificent equipments, the Nizimatl Imambara stands
unrivalled.”*

The present building was erected to replace a more oelebrated
Imémbére, constructed by Birdj-ud-daunla, which was accidentally
burnt down during a display of freworksin 1840, The author
of the Riydmu-s-Salitin thus desoribes ite glories.: ** Of Lhe build-
ings at Murshidibad, none was noteworthy except the Imambara,

* Thy Masnad of Mursliddb@d, pp. 128-s,
T2
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which was erected by Siraj-ud-daula. Its praise is beyond de-
soription ; its equal is not to be found in the whole of Hindustan,
Although at present one-tenth of it does not exist, yet a remnant
of it is a fair specimen of the original edifice.” From this
account it appears that by 1788, when the Riyecu was written,
the building must have fallen into neglect. We also know that
“ihe costly tfreasures, lavished upon it by Sirdj-ud-daula, were
turned into ready money by Mir Kasim, Thiswas not, howevor,
to relieve his own necessities—a motive which would bave
seemed sacrilege to one go religious as Mir Késim,—but to assist
the poor of the city, and to despatoch a pumber of indigent
Muhammadans on & pilgrimage to Mecoa.”™ All that is left of
Sir@j-ud-daula’s great Im@mbéra is the Medina, which stands
between the palace and the present Imimbara., The ground
beneath, as is ocustomary with Medinas, was excavated to the
depth of a man’s stature and filled in with earth brought from
Karbela,
Bachiwili  Olose by is a large gun called the Bachawali Top, which is
Top. believed to have been made between the twelfth and fourtesnth
.| ecentury, It hasa length of 15 feet and was removed here from a
/| sand bank at Ichaganj, where it formed one of the defences of
| the city. The name is said to be derived from the fact that,
when it was fired, the report was so terrifie, that it caused
premature delivery among the women for miles round.

About 13 miles to the east of the palacs is the Topkhana, the
site of the artillery park of the Nawibs and the eastern entraunce
of the city. On the east of this the Gobra Nullah, known
locally as the Khatra Jhil, constituted a natural defemce. Here
is another great gun, resting on and partly imbedded in a pipal
tree, which has raised it 4 feet from the ground., Itis 173
feet in length, but of somewhat small calibre. Its name iz Jabén
Kasha, meaning *the world-subduer,” as appears from the
inseriptions, which further state that it was made, in the reign of
Bhah Jahfin, and during the Governorship of Islaim Khan at
Jahangimagar (Dacca), by a blacksmith named Jandrdan, in the
year corresponding to 1837A.D. Its weight is described us 212
maunds (over 7 tons) and its charge as 28 seers, There are nine
Tersian inseriptions on brass plates let into the metal, but three
ore illegible or are covered over by the pipal tree. The inserip-
tions contain eulogies of [slam Khan and of the “dregon-like”
gun. Itis an object of veneration ameng the lower classes, who

The great
gon,

® Sarikh-i-Mansuri, by Baiyid Ali; wanusoript tanslated by Professo ,
Bloch manm.
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smear it with oil and vermillon and bring offerings of flowers,
milk and sweets,

The following account of the circumstances whioh brought the
gun to its present position was given by Major Bhowers in 1847.*
*To the naturalist and tho goneral observer, the Jahin Kasha is
eurions from the position in which it is lying. It is grasped by
two trunks of a pipal tree and supported by them about 18 inches
from the ground. Natbive fradition states that it was hrought to
the spot on a cnrringe, and was left there ns the wheels sunk into
the mud and could not be extricated. The tree must have sprung
up under it, and the trunks, as they grew, grasped the gun and
continned to support it after the oarriage had rotted away and
fallen from it. 'The back trunnion is imbedded in the trunk and
ononob bu seen ; but two stanchions and a ring are wvisible, which
evidently belonged to the carriage. The front trunmion, with the
iron work attached, was, until lately, also imbedded in the tree;
but within the last six months a part of the trunk has been torn
away by a storm, by which it has become expoged to view. The
iron work, on whinh the trunnion rested, corresponds with the
dimensions which may ba supposed to be necessary to snpport so
large o body on its carringe; and ils bulk had, no doubt, so
weakened the outer portion of the trunk as to make it yield
easily to any force applied to it

“There is avother peculinrity which it may be proper to
notics, a8 exhibiting asecond phenomenon in the growth of the
tree. There are two trunks which support the gun, but I am
inclined to think that they are branches of one tres, The trunk,
obstruoted in its growth, and pressed down by the weight of the
gun, had first spread out under it, then forving iteelf up one side
and still hugging the gun, it met with a new obstruotion,
in the trunnion, stanchions, and the heavy irom work attached
to them, and, unable to press them aside, yielded to the ohstruoc-
tion and parted and shot up in two large branches.”

A short distance fo the north-west of the gun is the Khatra gy.i.,
Masjid, & mosque which Murshid Kuli Khin, also called Jafar Masjid.

Khan, built and in which he was buried. The pame is derived
from the fact that towards the close of his life he determined to
make a khatra, or market, and to place in the centre of it a mosque
and his own tomb. He chose for this purpose the eastern side of
the city, and is eaid to have pulled down o number of Hindu
temples in order to get materials. Apparently, the design was
not completed ; for no remains exist of the Khatra proper, i.s., of

* Proceedings of the Asintic Socioty of Bengal, Juno 1847,
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the market-place, The spot is still called Jafar Khan’s Khatra,
and & emall 44f is held there twice a week, but it seems never to
have become & centre of trade, and is now more or less & juogle.
The mosque was a large and stately building, but is now partly
in ruins, having been badly damaged in the esrthquake of 1897.
1t is said to have hod accommodation for 700 readers of the
Korin, and in 1780 was desoribed by the artist Hodges, who has
left a coloured view of it in his Select Fiews in India, ns “a grand
seminary of Musalmén learning, adorned by a mosque which risos
high above all the surrounding building.” It stands on a high
terrace or platform with a frontage of 166 feet,and has two lofty
minarets and five domes, of which two collapsed during the earth-
quake in 1897. Even before this, the mosque and the west of
the terrace had sunk by its own weight, An insoription over the
doorway gives the date of the building as 1723, Murshid Kuli
Khin himself was buried under the stairs at the east end of tho
terrace. 1t is eaid that he ordered this out of humility, so asto
be trodden on by all who passed up and down; there may bo
an allusion to this in the inseription, which runs —* Muhammai,
the Arabian, the glory of both worlds. Dust be on the head of
him who is not the dust of his portal .

About a quorter of a mile to the south of the Khatra Masjil
is another mosque, called the Kadam Sharif or Kadam Rasil
from its containing o much-venerated stone, brought from Gaur,
on which is an impression of the feet of Muhammad the Prophet,
It was founded in 1782 by the chief eunuch of Mir Jafar, who,
as such, had the title of Nawib Nazir, and is maintained by an
endowment left by the chief eunuch of Mani Begam,

In this neighbourhood in Naktakhali, known locally as
Lengtakhili or, more commouly, as Naginabagh, in which
the palace of Sarfardz Khan was situated. Here, not far from
the railway station, is the grave of Sarfaraz Khan, the only
Nawib who died a soldier’s death. He was killed at the
battle of Giria, and his faithful makaut brought the body to
Murshidabad, where it was buried secretly, and at dead of night,
in the grounds of his palace. Olose by the tomb is a mosque
called the Begam Masjid, which is variously attributed to his wife
and mother ; an inscription on it bears a date corresponding
to 1718 A.D. Of Sarfaraiz Khan's palace no trace remains,
hut at Kumrépur (three quarters of a mile from the Nawib
Pahadur's palace) there isa mosque called the Phuti Masjid, which
wasa built by him. Il isoneof the largest mosques in Murshidabad,
but appears never to have been completed, some of the domes
having been left in an unfinished state, The question naturally

!_-'.'1',:'.
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otonrs whether the building was interrupted by Sarfardz Khan's
sudden death,

The tomb of 8huja-ud-daula or Shuja Kbén, Sarfaradz Khan's shoj
father and predecssor on the masnad, is at a place called Reushni- Khid's
bagh, .., the garden of light, on the west bank of the Bhagi- buildings.

.. Tathi uaurly opposite the palace. At a short distance to the north
*"Bhuja Khan laid out a garden, to which he gave the name of

Farahbagh or garden of joy, and in it built a mosque. 'The
govden has disappeared, and part of the mosque has fallen into
the river. To the south-west of Fardbagh is the village of
Dahnpara, once o suburb of Murshiddbad, which the Mardthas
sncked and burnt in their raid under Mir Habib,

One and a half mile south-east of the palace of the Nawib soprnemy
Bahadur is Motijhil, mmnmg the pearl lake. It is a long horse- iy
shoa-shaped lake, the origin of which has besn disputed. Rﬁnna!l,
whose authority may be taken as conclusive, says that it is ** one
of the windings of a former channel of the Cossimbazar river ,*
ie., the Bhagirathi, A palace, called the Bangidalin, a mosque
and other buildings were built here (in the angle between the
curves of the lake) in 1748 + by Nawarish IChin, aliss Shahimat
Jang, nephew and son-in-law of Ali Vardi Khban. Tieffenthaler
dvseribes it as o great und magnificent palace, and the Muham-
madan chroniclers, quoted by Stewart in his History of Bengal,
tell us that it was a stately pile ornamented with pillars of black
marble (i.s,, basalt) brought from the ruins of Gauar. After the
death of Nawagish Khan, his beautiful wife, Ghasiti Begam,
regided here, until she was driven out by Birdj-ud-daula, who
took the palace and seized the treasures init. An engagement
took place here in 1763 between Major Adams and Mir KAsim’s
troops, in which the English stormed the lines held by the
Iatter.

It was in the Motijhil palace that Clive held the first English
Punya in May 1766, the young Nawil (Nazim-ud-daula) sitting
on the masnad with Clive, as Diwin, on his right hand. Next
year the Punya was again held here with even greater pomp by
My, Verelst in conjunction with the new Nawib Saif-ud-daula.
The Punya, it may be explained, was a ceremony of great state,
at which the annual settlement of the land revenue was made,

Hntljlﬂi :

# Momoir of o Map of Hindostan, p. 345,

+ The date {s flzed by o potition of tha raktrs of Motijhil (preserved In the
Nizgmat or Murshiddbfid Ageney | lettor-book for 1780) sstting forth (hat
ShaliEmat Tang orected n mosque, madrass aod langarkiind or sling-houso thers in

that year, The langark@nd ie still kopt up by Government.
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All the great zamindars atbended if, and paid homage and
presented nazars to the Nawab. Khilats weve distribnted, which
were often of great value: in 1767 they amounted to over
two lakhs. A similar ceremony, on a small soale, is still held on
zamindars’ estates.

At this time the palace was the official rosidemce of the
Britich Resident at the Durbér, as we learn from o letter of
Mrs. Kindersley written from Motijhil in Soptomber 17G6,°
when it wns ocoupied by Mr., Sykes. Her nccount of it was as
follows :—

4 Just above Cossimbazar is Motte Gill | Mottos-pearl, Gill-lake)
or the lake of pearl, one of the prettiest of the Mahomedan Palaces,
and now the habitation of the Knglish lesident atthe Durbar :
the spot has its name from a lake of clear water which surrounds
it on every side except one small entrance, It wns made by a
former Nabod of Murshidabad. In case of war, this was a plaoce
of seourity for his wives and ohildren to retire to. The buildings
are in the style of the country. Along the middle of the ground,
at oertain distances, are different sets of apartments, Most of
the rooms are small and dark, but what I most disapprove of is
the useless expense they have been at for walls, for from every
set of apartments are extended two long heavy walls, which reach
on each side to the water’s edge ; this is the taste in most of their
palaces, The walls do not answer the purpose of our garden
walls in England (for they plant no fruit-trees against them),
nor any other purpose that I can conceive, but to divide the
gardens into smaller parts and by that means lessen the beauty
and inorease the heat. The most pleasing amongst their build.
ings are those in the open style, apartments which are not
surronnded with a wall, but the roofs supported with double
and friple rows of light pillars, which have a very elegant effeot.
‘We may easily suppose that the Naled, who expended such
great sums of money to build, o plant, and to dig that immense
lake, little foresaw that it should ever become' a place of
residence for an Knglish Chief, to be embellished and altered
acoording to his taste. Muoh less could he foresee that his
successors on the musnud should be obliged to court these Ohiefe,
that they should hold the Subahship only as a gift from the
English, and be by them maintained in all the pageantry withont
any of the power of royalty.”

* The original is in the British Museum, A copy of it was published by My H,
Baveridge in an article entitled Old Placer in  Murehid@ddd, which uppoared in
the Caloutta Review of 1852,
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In 1768, Motijhil was temporarily abandoned in favour
of Maiddpur on account of its wunhealthy situation, but
. was reoccupied later. JohneShore, who was subsequently Liord
Teignmouth, appears to have resided there in 1771-73 while
Resident at the Durbar, In a letter, dated 1st April 1772, he
describes himself ns living in a garden house of the Nawab about
4 miles from Murshidabiid, and says :—* Here I enjoy cooing
doves, whistling blackbirds and a purling stream. I am quite
solitary and, except onee o week, see mo one of Christinn com-
plexion,” This is poetio license, for the purling stream con only
Lave been the Bhagirathi, which in the hot weather is a mere
thread of water.

According to the Riposu-s-Salitin, the place was in ruins
when that work was written, ¢.s., as carly ss 1788, The only
remains of Nawisish {hav's building consist of the mosques
and a moss-grown doorless building 65 feet long, 23 feot
brond and 12 feet high, which is said to contain treasure.
Mo one, however, dares to break into it, for it is said that some
labourers who were employed in opening it died of spitting
blood as soon as they started work, There are aleo s Baradudri,
said to have been ereoted by Mir Jafar in 1758, and the old ity
gote, both in a ruinous state. Ounly the plinth of the Sangida.
lan still exists, In o shed erected im the groundsa tombstone
is preserved, which records the death of a ohild, named Ewan
Keating, on 8rd March 1785. Probably he was a son of
Mr. Ohristopher Keating, of Hunter's Rural dnnals, who was
appointed Mint Master at Murshidibad in 1774 and in 1763
was & Judge of the Uourt of Appeal.

“ Apart from historical aesociations Motijhil is well worth
a visit on account of its beauty. The Jake curves round a long,
broad promontory, and its bright waters and verdant banks form
a oharming spectacle on a spring morning. Whenthe palacs,
with its colonnades, stood on the edge of the lake, and the
grounds were tended, as tradition esays they were, by a hun-
dred gardeners, it must have been a pleasure-house fit for
Kubla Khan. An Englishman might, perhaps, prefer the ruddy
cliffs and breezy upland of Rangamati, but a Bengali would
regard Motijhil as the most beautiful spot in the district, and
as o Bhukailds, or earthly paradice, The promontory is still
known as the Agenti Bagh, or Agent’s Garden, but most of the
fruit trees have dieappoared.”*

To the east of Motijhil is MubArak Manzl, an attractive Mutsmik

i imi Mgl
garden of the Nawib Bahfidur. Here the supreme Criminal and o ;ﬂlﬁdﬂ.

* H. Beveridge. Old Places in Murshidabdd Ualentis Reviow, 1892, bagh.
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Oivil Courts (Nizdmat Adalat and Sadar Diwani Adilat) and
subsequently the Provincial Court of Appeal were looated.
The buildings were sold in 1831 to Nawab Humayun Jah, who
also bought up the adjeining lands, and converted them into a
gorden, in which he ereeted a bungalow, now oalled Ll
Bangila, .., the red bungalow. On the terrace in front of this
bungalow stood till recontly the masnad or throno of the
Nawib Nazim; it bas been removed to Caloutts, where it
may be seenin the Violoria Memorinl Hall eollection. The
place is also Fendalbagh or Findalbagh, probably ofter John
Feudal, who was a Judge of the Sadar Diwani. Adalat in 1817
19. In 1819 he wos Ohief Judge, and in the following year
he became Member of Council. A building here is still callod
the Cutoherry, aud close by, in & garden called Afzalbagh, on
the bank of the Bansbéri Bil, is o building, originally a powdor
magazine, which sexved as a jail,

In the neighbourhcod is Chunakhali, famous for its mangoes,
I'n some jungle here is the tomb of Masnad Auliya, near which
is & stone with an insoription in the Tughra character
bearing the date 1490 A.D. * North of Ohunikhali and on the
right-hand side of the high road to Murshidabad,” writes
Mr, Beveridge in Old Piaces in Murshidabad (Caloutta Keview,
1802), “we ocome upon a magnificent avenue of dsbddru trees
(Polialthia bngifolia). An old Muhammadan, whom I mat hare,
told me that the trees had been planted by Ampiere (P) Salieb,
who preceded Lak (Loch?) Saheb, and that the avenue led to
the Nishatbagh and the seat of the Nisimat, where Nawib
Muzaffar Jang (Mubhammad Reza Khin) used to live. Murshidz-
Iad is a great place for trees. Nowhere in Bengal have I seen so
many fine banyan trees, There are also some fine mahogany trees
near the Civil Courts at Berhampore and some good avenues,
Dut this avenue to Nishatbagh is the noblest of them all. In
other places, for instance, on the Kerbalg road leading to Cossim-
bazar, the dsbddrus spread out more, and are short, but here the
trees are planted close together and stand up tall and unbending
for nearly a mile on each side of the road. .

“If we go to the end of this avenue and turn to the right
and 8.8.E, we shall come, in about half & mile, to
Chénd Pabér, a cireular tank with an island in the centra,
which supported & Nawab’s bungalow, and if we turn to the
left and north-east, we come to Nishatbagh, or the garden of
intoxicating pleasures, but which is now only & small hamlet,
ocoupied by goalds. Nishatbaigh, eays the translator of the Sair-ul.
Mulakharin, is an elegant seat, five miles from Murshidabad,
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built, furnished and fitted in the ¥nglish manner. Muhammad
Reza Khin alias Nawib Musaffar Jang, lived hers, and carried on
his duties s Diwén hers, though his family resided in the City,
at o palace called Nausakht® (newly-built). 1t was at Nishatbigh
that he was arrested in 1772, nnd removed to Coloutts.”

About three miles to the weat of Motijhil, on the westorn gy
bank of the Bhigirathi (opposite Amaniranj) is the cemetery bigh L:fa
of Alf Vardi Ehip, which bears the name of Khushbigh or it
gorden of happiness. The cometery conaists of three walled
enclogures, The outer of these is entexed by n gateway from the
east gide, in frontof which are the ruins of an old ghdf, which
formerly led down to the Bhfigirathi, when that river ran under
the walls. The wall facing the river is loopholed for musketry,
and flanked by octagonal bastions, The grounds inside are
laid out ns gardens, with hedges bordering the walks. In the
outer enclosure there are eighteen tombs, only two of which
" have any inseription. The middle of the three enclosures is Lhe
principal cemetery, and contains the remains of the ablest of the
Nawidbs, Ali Vardi Khan, and of his grandeon Sirdj-ud-Dauls,
whose mangled body was laid there after having been paraded
through the oity on an elephant and exposed to the view of
his distracted mother Amina Begam, IHis widow, Begam Lutf-
un-pissa, who had accompanied her husband in his flight to
LRajmahal, and had been afterwards banished to Dacoa with
other ladies of the Court, was subsequently recslled and placed
in charge of the cemetery of Khushbagh, Forster mentions, in
1781, that mulas were employed here to offer prayers for the
dead, and that the widow of Birij-ud-Daula used often to ooms
to the tomb and perform certain ceremonies of mourning, She
now lies buried in the mausolenm by the side of lier husband.

The tombs of the later Nawsbs from Mir Jafar to Humayun yopen.
Jih, and slso of Mani Begam (wife of Mir Jafar) and other zns
Begame, are in the Nizimat cemetery at Jafarganj, o mile to the f:;’?'
north of the Nawib Bahadur'’s palace. The last Nawdb Nazim, Fafarganj.
Feredun Jah (Saiyid Mansur Ali Khan), the grandfather of the
present Nawab Babadur, who died in 1884, was also buried .
here—by a etrange ocoincidence, in the only vacant aspace left 12
in the line of the Nawib Nazims’ tombs—but the remains were
subsequently reinterred at Earbela in accordsnce with direotions
given in his will,

Almost opposite the Nizdmat cemetery is the Deori, which
was the palace of Mir Jafar befors his elevalion to the masnad.

i

* This is in the part that used to be called Kolarin
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The audience hall, since turned into an ImAmbAra, and his dwel-
ling-honse in the Mahdlsarai still exist. Uere the last secret
audience before the battle of Plassey took place between him and
Watts, the Ohief of Cossimbazar, who was then living at Murshida-
bid and come in & pdki disguised as a parddndsshin lady, Hore,
too, Sirdj-ud-danla was murdered by Mir Jafar's savege son, Mirin.
The murder, nccording to the most anthentio apeounts, took place
in the compound of the Deori, but the room in which he was
put to death has disappeared. Mirfn was killed by lighining on
2nd July 1760, three years to a day after the murder, The palace,
which was made over to him by his father, sontinued to be 1he
residence of his descendants; the present ropresentative of his
live is Faiz Ali Khén,

To the north of Jalarganj is the Nashipur Rajbaci, the palace
of Mahiiraja Ranajit Bingh of Nashipur, His ancestor was Devi
Singh, who rendered good service fo Clive af Plassey, and sub-
sequently became Secretary to the Provineial Council at Murshid-
Ab&d and Diwan to the East Indian Company. Ho amassed
much wealth by taking a farm of estates in Purnea, llangpur
and Dindjpur, but the ryots of Rangpur having risen in
rebellion in 1783, was removed from his offices, Devi Bingh,
who died in 1805, lived in o village near Bokhara railway
station. His sucoossor, Raja Udwunt Singh, transferred the
fomily residence first to Ghidsibad, and then to Nashipur
(in the Lalbagh subdivision 9 miles north-east of Jidganj). The
Rajbari was erected by Bija Kirtichind Bahadur, who succeeded
Udwant Singh in 1850.

Mahimapur, olose to the Nashipur Rajbéri, contains the
residence of the famous banker Jagat Seth. Here Watts and
Waleh met Mic Jafar and Rija Rai Durlabh, three days after the
battle of Plassey, and conferred concerning payment of the
amounts stipulated for by them before the battle was fought.
Clive, Walts, Serafton, Miran and Rai Duwlabh were ulso present
here on 20th June 1757, when Clive repadiated the agreement
with Omichand, wholeft the place a broken man. The house
is in ruins, the greater part of it having been swept away by
the Bhagirathi. The Jain temple has suffered the same fate,
but some detached columns and arches, of excellent design
and workmanship, may still be seen.y, A Hindu temple built
by Harrakh Chénd in 1801, which is adorned with porcelain
tiles, ia still extant, but part of it collapsed in the earthquake
of 1897. A mound overgrown with vegetation, and a marble
cistern are all that remain of the Murshidabid mint, or,
according to others, of the bank and council hall, Not far
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off is a circular temple, with a brass finial, called Batichaurs,
which marks the site of a sati.

On the west bank of the DBhagirathi, a short distance below musmi-
Mabhimapur, stood the palace of Muradbagh, in which Clive stayed b8l
when he came to after the battle of Plassey. “(Colonel Clive did
not euterthe eity till the morning of the 23th June, when escorted
by a guard of 200 Europoans and 300 gepoys, he took possession
of the palace and garden of Murddbigh, whioh had been allotted
for lis rosidence. IMore he was immediately waited upon by
Mirin, the son of Jafar, whom he shorily after acoompanied to
the palace at Mansurganj. ™*

Warren Hastings resided ot Murddbigh when Resident at
the Murehidibad Durbar (1757-60), and though, as already
etatod, later Residents lived at Motijhil, Murddbigh appears to have
been used agein as o Residency in subsequent years. The
report of Warren Hastings’ trial contains a letter from Mr. Peter
Speke, Resident at the Durbar, dated Muridbiigh, 14th February
1788, DPerhaps Murddbagh was the office and Motijhil the
residence at fhis time, for in Mr. Ilitchie’s notes om the old
records it is mentioned that in 1788 there were slecping spart-
ments ot Motijhil and quorters at Murddbigh.t The greater
pert of the palace has been out awny by the river, snd  portion
only of its foundations remains.

On the same side of the Bhigirathi, opposite Jafarganj, were ypausu.
the pleasure grounds of Hirdjhil (meaning the diamond lake) and ﬁuﬁi
the palace of Mansurganj, which Sirdj-ud-daula arﬂﬁtad with ;ll:n_ I
materials bronght from the ruins of Gaar.

The following story is told of its completion, to explain
the name of Mansurganj :—As the building was nearly flnished
Sirdj-ud-danla invited Ali Vardi to see it. When ho came,
Siréj-ud-daula looked him up in & room, and refused to release
him unless the zamindérs there paid a five for their land. This
request the Nawdb was compelled to grant, and aleo to allow to
his petulant grandson the privilege of ereoting a granary. ‘I'his
granary the people called Mansurganj, ie., the Granary of the
Victorious, i.e., of Sirdj-ud-daunla, who outwitted his grandfsther.
The abwdt or extraordinary taxation, extorted on this oceasion, is
said to have amounted to five lakhs.

It was from Maunsurganj that Sirdj ud-daula set out for
Plassoy, and here he returned after the battle, befors flying to
Bhagwingola and thence up the Ganges. Here, too, Clive

# Stowart's History of Bengal (1818), pp, 538-4.,
t+ H, Baveridge, Old Places in Murahidabad, Colentta Roview, 1802,
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ingtalled Mir Jafar on the mainad, “Ha aceompanied Mirin to
the palace at Mansurganj ; and, upon entering the hall of audi-
onoe, he there found Mir Jafar, with a number of officers and the
principal inhabitauts of the city, expeoting his arrival, Af one
end of the hall was placed the maswad of Birdj-ud-daula, which
Mir Jafar appearing to avoil, Colonel Olive took Lim by the
hand, sod leadiog him to it, seated him thereon, Ile then
presented him with a salver of gold mohurs and congratulated
him on his aocession to the masnad of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa,
‘This example was followed by all the persons prosent ; and (ho
event was announced to the pablie by the discharge of cannon
and the sounds of martial musio.™” Mansurganj continued to le
MirJafar’s palece until his deposition in 1761,

Hera were the famous trossure vaults of B8irdj-ud-daula,
which gave rise to Clive’s famous saying about his modsration,
* Qonsider the situation ‘in which the victory of Plasssy had
placed me. A great prince was dependent on my pleasure, An
opulent oity lay at my mercy. Its richest bankers hid agaiunst
each other for my smiles. I walked through vaults whioh
were thrown open to me alone, piled on either hand with gold
and jewels. Mr., Chairman, at this moment I stand nstonished nt
my own moderation.” That this was no idle vaunt is. clear from
the account given by Raymond, the translator of the Sagp.yi-
Mutakharin. He states that Mr, Walsh, the Oonmissary of the
Army, informed him that he accompanied Colonel Clive.
Mr, Watts, the Resident, Mr. Lushington, Rim Chand the writer,
and Naba Krishoa the munshi, into the vaults of the palaoo,
They found stored up there £176,000 in silver, £230,000 in
gold, two chests of gold ingots, four chesls of set jewals,
and two emaller ones, containing loose stones and gems, It is
gupposed, however, that this was only the outer treasury, and
that the Lnglish were deceived by their astute Bengali associates.
¢ The custom, ’ says the chronicler, * was common eyen with
private men of keeping the more precious artioles, as well a8 the
bulk of the coined money, within the zasdna or women’s apart-
ment.” This inner freasury of Sirdj-ud-dauls is nasorted to have
oontained eight million pounds sterling, L'he whole of this
enormous sum is said to have been distributed between Mir,
Jafar, Bam Ch@nd, Naba Krishna, and Amin Beg Khan, It
is not probable that the new Nawib sucoseded in refaining mneh
of his share, but we know enough about the circumstauces of the
others to render this marvellous story mnot altogether incredible,

® Btewart's Bistory of Bengnl (1818), p. 534,
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Ram Ohand, at the time of the battle of Plassay, was a writer on
Re. 60 a month, He died ten years afterwards, worth £720,000
in cash and bills; and he also left 400 large pols, eighty of
which contained gold and the rest silver, £180,000 in land, snd
jewels to the value of £200,000,

With the exception of a fow broken walls and foundations,
the Bhagiralhi has swept the whole palace away, and the Hirajhil
is no longer a lake. The ruin of the palace was, acoording to the
ftiyazu-s-Saldhm, complete st the time it was written, fe. by
1788,

The largest mosque in good repair is the Chauk Masjid Othar
in the Chauk, or chief market of the oity, to the south-sast of the buildings.
Nawib Bobadur's palace, It was built in 1767 by Mir Jafar's
wife, Mani Begam, on the sito of the Chahal Satun or audience l e
hall of Murshid Xuli Khan, The site of Murshid Kuli Khan's
palace is in Kolaria to the east of the Nawab Bahadur's palace,
There is & mosque here which was erected in 1731.32 by
liis wife Naseri Banu Begum, who is buried in a vault under
the stairs leading to the terrace. The mosque wos rebuilt in
the first half of the nineteenth century.

Nashipur,— 8se article on Murshidabad,

Raghunathganj.—Ses artiole on Jangipur.

Rangamati.—Village in the Sadar subdivision situated
on the west bank of the Bhagirathi, 6 miles south of Berhampore,
V'he land bero rises into bluffs, 40 to 50 feet bigh, which form
the only elevated ground in the neighbourhood and sre very
congpionous from the river., Old traditions and the remains
whioh have been found bere point to its having been the site of
an oncient town. Its legendary bistory has beeu set forth by
Ouptain Wilford snd Captain Layard in articles contributed fo
the Asintio Booiety of Bengal. The former writes in the Traus-
netions of the Society (Vol. IX, p, 89) :—

“Tradition says that the king of Lanka invaded Bengal with

a powerful fleet and sailed up the Ganges as far as Ran Amati,
then called Kusumapuri, and a considerabls place, where the king

or Maharéja often resided. The invaders plundered the country
and destroyed the city. This happened long before the invasion
of Bengal by the Muhammadans in 1204 A D.” Captain Layard,
in The Asiatic Socisly’s Journal, No. 3, 1853, says:—+ Ranghmati,
anciently named the oity of Kansonapuri (sis), is eaid tu have been
built many hundreds of years ago by a famous Maharaja of
Beugal named Kurun® Sen, who resided chiefly at Gaur, Many

*® Korua, according to Hunboriun spelling,
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interesting onfa, conreoted with legends and traditions of the
ancient oity, are still pointed out, such as the Demon’s Mount™

. and the Rajbari or palace of Kurun® 8en. The remains of
: the greater part of the Rajbari are distinotly traceable ou three
! gides, elthough now under oultivation ; the fourth has dis-

appeared in the river, On the emstern faon of the Rajbari
there stood, a few yenrs ago, the ruine of a very old gateway,
with two large entrances, called by the people of the neighbour-
ing village of Jadupur the burjor tower. It has now entirely
disappenred, having crumbled away with the falling bank into
the rapid stream below.”

The last Hindu Raja is said to have drowned himself, with
all his family, in the Obauti Bil on the approach of the Muham-
madon invaders. Mr. Deveridge ilentifies Ringamati with the
capital of the kingdom of Karnasuvarna visited by the Chinese
pilgrim Hinen Tsiang in the seventh century A.D.; but for
the ressous explained in Ohapter II, it is doubtful whether
this theory is sustainable.

It is eaid that there was & proposal to build the Lnglish
barracks here, instead of at Berhampore, and thal the design was
sbandoned, because the place was on the wrong eide of the river
for the control of Murshidabdd This need hardly have been
an objection in Clive’s time, for Murshidabad then lsy on both
egides of the river, ond the Nawib’s palace of Mansurganj
was on the west side. Probably the fact of the Oalouttn road
being on the east gide of the river was a more serious objection.
At & later period, it was proposed to make the place a sanitarium
for the troops and some land was aoquired for the purpose
near the old Réjbari. ‘The Hast India Company had a silk
factory hers, which was sold in 1835 with 1,600 dighas of land
attached to it, for Rs. 21,000, It passed into the handsof the
Bengal Bilk Company, which has recently stopped work and
closed the filature ; it was adverfised for sale in December 1912,
In the compound is & monument to one Edward Close, who died
in 1790 from the charge of a wild buffalo.

The moat of the Rajbari may etill be seen, though it is dry for
the greater part of the year. A mutilated image, of which
Captain Layard gave a sketoh, is also o be seen under a
magnificent old banyan tree, but the Jamuna tank, where it was
found, has dried up. The high red bluff on which thesilk filature
stands, bears on its face remains of pottery and pieces of brick,
at points seven or eight feet below the present surface. Well

* Eormns, according to Huntorino spelling,
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rings may be seen still lower down, which, however, may have
been always undergronnd, Much of the country round about is
covered with broken bricks, and there are many mouunds and
silted-up tanks, while gold coins and gold rings have been dug up.
“ Ringhmati,” writes Mr, Beveridge in (ld Places in Murshi-
ddbad (Calonttn Review, 1592), ““is probably the most picluresque
spot in Murelidabid. It stauds high and is conspicuous from a
groat distance, and it combines the scenery of Eastern and
Wastern Bengal. The situation of the factory bungalow is very
fine, Tt is near the edge of the cliffs, and eominands a view to
the enstwatd of o vost savannah dotted with trees and oattls,
and with {he Bhagirathi winding through it. T'o the west we
kave an nndulating wuodland which reminds us of England. *?
Sagardighi.—Village in the Lalbagh, subdivision, sitaat-
ed 10 wiles north-east of Asimganj, with which it iz conneoted
by the Azimganj branch line of the Hast India Railway. Bouth
of the railway is n large tank, about thres-quurters of a mile in
length, which is said to have been excavated by o Rdja named
Mahipal. Tradition says that, after Rija Mahipal hod excavated
the tank, the water would not rise. Te was tuld in n dream that
if a potter numed Sdgar went into the middle of the excavation
and struok a blow with a mattook, the water would rise. He sent
for Sdgar, who agreel fo make the trial, provided the people «f
the country side wore assembled to witness it, end that a cance
was ready for him to escape by, This wos agreed (o, and Sigar
went into the middle nnd struck ons blow, wheteupon the watsr
roghed up with sieh 1apidity ns to drown both him and his
oanoe. The tank is a bare and muiviting looking sheet of
water, somewhat irreguinr in shape, and wubeautified by trees
or ghats. 'the villagers regard it with dread and do not cust
nets in it. They dv not speak well of its water aud prefer
that of the Lashkardighi, which is sonth-west of Sdgardighi
and about half its size. They will not even bathe in it, which
ia not, however, to he wouderad at, for it contsins crosodiles.
Though Mabipil dug the lank, Lis palace wis not on its
bunke, but accordiug to some at some distance lo the north-
enst at a place called Hukarbat, and according to others, ata
villoge, named Mahipal after him, o little to the north of the
Barala railway station. Mahipal hns been identified with
Mahipala of the FPila dynasty, who ruled in the eleventh
pentury A. D,
Baidabad.,—8e¢ Oossimbazar.
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A

Administration, carly British,
lund  revenne, 166-08 ;
1id-6.

Adwiniatentive changes, 48-51, 64-5, 1064,
146 ; charges ned steff, (G4

Afzalbiigh, 218,

AGRICULTLRE, 97-107; numbers dopen-
dent on, 194,

Almas, 167-8

Alutali, 164.

Alj Vardi Khin, 31, 526,

Aman viee 101.

Aminiganj, 84, 210,

Animals, wild, 18, 17.

Animlists, 78 76,

Arvmenines, 29, 101.2,

Asiinpur, thaun, 166 ; anb-rogistry offico,
166,

Aunrangilifid, 145, 168, 180 ; sub-registry
offica, 166,

Aws rice, 101-8.

Agimganj, account of, 173 ; dispousary,
03, 94, 06 ; vailwny lines to, 150;
municipality, 168 ;

Azhmush-sbin, Prince, 23-T,

B

48.61;
gonaral,

Bibln river, 8,
Bubulbana, 181.
Badrihat, 178, 198,
Bidshihi road, 162,
Bigdis, 76, 789,

Bagr, 1.2, 4.

Biluchar, 84, 130 138,
Bands or ailk seasous, 130,
Banjotia exhibition, 107,
Binsabati Dill, 16,
Binslei river, 4, 8.
Buareongar, 1734,

Borga rants, 120-1.

Burracks ab Berhampore, 170-7, 178-80.

DeldBEngn, 152,186 ; bigh achool, 172,

Born featival, 210.1.

Borbampora, neesunt of, 174-82; dispen-
snry, 98-4; lunatic asylom, 85,
regisiry  office, 166; wmunicipalify;
188; college, 170-1; high wsubeol,
172

Borhnmpare subdivision, 82.8,

Bhag vents, 121.9,

Bhigirathi river, 1, 4, 8, 7,10, 11,12,
15,168; embankment along, 117.8,

Bhagirathpur high school, 172,

Bhogwiingola, 42, 64, 140 ; Dbatile at, 28;
neeoant of, B3-4,

Bhafrab river, 7.

Bhaivab-Jalangi riv.r, 7, 18,

Bh&udirdaha Bil, 14, 15, 146,

DBbaratpur, thass, 186;  scbh-regisiry
office, 166

Bhifielonre, [41.

Bidri ware, 145,

Tils, 14-16,

Birds, game, 17.

Bistapur, Bil, 14, 146,

Blindness, incideoco oF; D3,

Bodlia Bil, 15, 146.

Botany, 16.

Houndaries of distriet, 1.

Brihwini river, 8.

Brass wnd bell-motal work, 145,

C
Colamitios, nutural, 108-19.
Conals, 93
(Castes, TE-80.

Cuttle foirs, 107,
Cometories, ot Borbampore, 181-%; at
Cossimbazar, 188-90,

-
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Consns statistics, 89-70, 124-8, 168,

Cezs, road and public works, 166, 166,

Chaine, 76, 79.

Chaltin 151, 14, 146,

Chnada Bil, 14, 146,

Chindpien, 20.

Churnock, 1ob, 21, 23,

Mhiisidholing, 76,

ChiieRtis, 78,

Chiisi Knibartias, T8,

Ohaukidirs, 1686,

Choa, 163

Chora Deken viver, &, 8.

Christians, 78, 75,

Ohungklil, 205, 218,

Civil Juskice, 165,

Climute, 17, 18, B1-2.

Clive, Lord, 43, 48, 48, 47, 216, 231,

Coeoons, silk, 120, 180, 181,

Collage at Berhampore, 170-1.

Cowmerce, 124, 149,

Communiention, means of, 1604,

Onssimbazar, 10, 11, 21, 22, 23, 50, 87.41,
46, G2, Bl. 126, 127; nccount of,
184-96.

Cordmbazar Rij, 102-8.

Cobton wenving, 145,

Coorts, civil and eriminal, 164-6,

Criminal Juatiee, 164,

Crops, 7.8, 101.5,

Caltivation, §#7-107,

D

Dahapra, 80, 88, ¥15,

Damkuol, 185, 168, 173 178,

’ Teaf-mutism, 95,

Density of popolation, 70.1.

Uhuli Pahiiri, 4.

Dholiin, 146, 1493 Eair at 850 ; muni-
cipality 168 ; ncconut of, 196,

Dispanguries, ©3-5,

District Bonrd, 167.

Diwini of Bungal, 23, 24,

Draiusga, lines of, 4, 5.

Duteh, setélement, 22; cemetery, 190,

Jwiirks river, 4, 8.

Dwelling houses, 78,

INDEX,

E

Eunst Indinn Mailway, 160.

Enstern Dongnl Skato Meilway, 160,
EovoaTros, 160.78.
Embankmonts, 117-0,

Embroidery, gold and stlver, 145,
Eumigrntion, T1.

Kuteria fover, 90, 01,

Eatates, 1560.8.

lxeise rocoipta 180,

Exports, 140,

F

Factories, Boeopoan, 21, 28; jndnetrial,
124.

Fulrs, 82, 107,

Pamines, 108-15.

FarahlEgh, 81, 216,

Faralckn, 6, 18, 100,

Fatshsingh pnegann, 19, 167,

Panna, 14, 17.

Feudulbigh, 58, 218,

Tovors, 52-08,

Wilnkriros, sille, 126-81,

Fish, 17.

Fishories, 146.7.

Fishing populntion, 124, 145.

Floodls, 115-6.

Froneh softloment, 22, 190,

G

Uamao Lipds, 17,

Qanges ri er, 4, 6, 6, 9, 10,

G anthis, 169,

Fanthi jobs, 161,

(azeTTREER, 173-235,

GERERAL ADMINISTHATION, 1641,

Gealogy, 8, 10,

Ghecin. Soee Girin.

Ghigea fd, 196.

Girin, battles of, 81, 83;
1968,

Gokaran, 166, 172,

Gold and sf ver work, 145,

Gobra Nullsh, 8, 11,

aceaunt of

] (GorEbazar, 181,
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H

Hustings, Warren 40, 44, 47, 40, 185,
188, 189, 198.4, 201.

Honlth, publie, 81-0f,

High echools, 172,

Hijil, 8.

Hills, 4,

Hinduos, 784,

Hirajhil, 221, 228,

Hirrony, 19-68.

Honovnry Magisivates, 164

Hoapitals, 98-6.

Houges, 73.

Tjaras, 160.

Immigention, 71

Twporls, 148,

Ineome-tax, 166,

Indigo enltivation
108-5.

Industrial consus, 125-6.

Industries anl wanafuctares, 12649,

IxvTeTRIES, MANURACIURER
Trive, 124-40,

Tufirmitics, 03,

Insne iky, 03,

Toundatiens, 116-8,

Irrigntion, 93.90,

Trtdmrird tonnees, 168,

Ivory anrving, 140 4,

epd  mandfactars,

AND

J

Jafur KEhiin (Murshid Kuli Khan), 27,
2184,

Jafur ‘ﬂl;l'l-. Mi-, 47, 42, 41, 46, 46,

:lfnrgnllj, 210.20.

Jagat Seth, £7-28, A0, 31, 35, 48, 48, 48,
57-88, 220,

Jnils, 168,

Jains, 76,

Jalangl river, 7, 8, 11, 164,

Jungipur, 12, 146, 149; fuir at, 80,
dizpensary, B3-4 : munieplity, 168 ;
high school, 172; sub-rogistry oflics,
166 ; nccount of, 198-9,
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Jangipur subdivision, 199.200,

Jiiganj, 130, 1#; high achaol, 172
ncenunt of, 200,

Jobs, ' BI-A0,

Judicial administention, 164-5.

Juts cultivation, 103,

K

Kigrim, 165, 172,

Kalantnr, 07, 112,

Kila Azar, R5.9.

Eflkupu:, 22, 180.

Efndi, 145, 149; dispensary, 08, 95,
manfeipality, 168 ; high school, 172;
sub-vegistry office, [68; wcequnt of
200-2,

Eandi Raj, 200.2,

Kaudl gnliivision, 202.8,

Karon SBownr a, 14, 20,

Kilsis AL, Mir, 43.5,

Katkinas, 180,

Kligra, 142, 144, 146, 149, 172,

Ehamrw or khangrn silk, 180, 181,

Khorin river, 8

Khatrn of Morshid Kuli Kbiw, 20, 30,
213.4

Ehushliigh, 35, 42, 219,

Kiriteawari or Kiritkona, 30; fair nt
80; areount of, 208, =

Enlurla, 205, 219, 223,

Eorah silk, 180, 133,

Erigh@ing, 121,

Erishnpsil B, 15,

Erishnith College, 170-1.

Kuiya river, 8.

Kunjaghits, 190,

£ )

L

Lilliigh, 27; dispmsary, 93.4; sup.
regi-try ofMlee, 106 ; ncconnt of, 208,

Lalbigh aubdivision, 2034,

Lnlitkknri embaskweut, 8, 70.

Lnnd, elowsos of neable, 99, 100

Liawp HBVESUR Anvisistiars N, 15&-
Ga.

Loud tenures, 167.83,

Light railway, 161,
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Literacy, stati- tics of, 160,

Loeal Boands, 167,

Locin Brry-govinyuMEsT, 167-8.
Lunatie ngylum, 6, .

M

Magiatratos, 164,

Mahimipor, 220,

Mahip#l, 2, 226,

Mahishyas, 76.

Muiddpur, 2045,

Makbsusibid, 20, 21, 28, 26, 26, 205,

Malnsin! fovers, 8.-93,

Mangoes, 10.

Mansorganj, 42, 2212,

sunufactores and industries, @26-48,

Mardithe wors, 323,

Marshons, 14-15.

Mutha silk, 181, 134, 186,

Manrasi tonuros, 160,

Maszkuri tonuras, 158

Meaxs or CoMMoNicATION, 160-4

Measures and weights, 122-3,

Medical aspects, 81.58;
f18.5;

Malas, B0,

Metearology, 17, 18,

Migration, T1,

Mir Jafur Khiin, 41, 42, 48, 45, 46.

My Kasimn Alt Khan, 48-5.

MireEpar, 180, 168,

Missions, Christinn, 76,

Mor river, 8,

Motijhil, 14, B, 47, 216-7.

MubEeak Munzil, 217-8,

Muhammadnns, T8-4,

Mukarari tenores, 180,

Mulberry cultivation, 101, 1084,

Municipalities, 168

Munsifs, 165,

Muradbigh, 42, 221,

Murshid Kuli Kbdn 24, 30, 68, 69.

MurshidEbad, aecount of, 205-23; history,
#0.60 ; mint of, 26; disvensury, 03-
4 ; wmunicipality, 163 ; schoal, 172

Musalmins, 73-4

Matiny of 18567, 6I.4, 177-8.

ingtitations,

INDEX,

Nndin rivers, 12,

Nugingbiigh, 214,

Nukhtakhali 22, 214,

Naltakari embankment, 8, 70,
Nashipur Rij, 220,

Narvean Oaznansciries, 108.19,
Navigation, 10-14, 158-4,

Nawib Bahidur of Murshidibid, 57.
Mrwib Bahiidur's Institution, 173,
Nawibs of Bangal, 2848, 56-7,
Mizim, the, 23, 24,

Nishntbigl, 213.9.

Kizdmat, the, 28, 24

Nizimat schaol, 172,

0

Decopations, 124.8,
Oilmille, 144,
Onlsceds, 108,
Omichand, 48, 43, 220,

Padma river, §, 6,

Fanchygrim, 152,

PhRnchthupi, 108, 172,
Puetarage, 108-T, 124,
Patkibari, 152, 168,

Patni (Gluks, 168-0,

Pearl fishing, 149,

Prorze, Toe, 60-80.

Phthiats, 87,

PHYAIOAL AgpRoTSH, 1-18,
Polico sdministration and atations, 166,
Papulation, stitist os of, 60-76,
Prices, 1832,

Pelmnry scliools, 170,

Prisone, |66,

Poerzo Hearrm, 81.86,
Public Works Department, 164,
Pundiris, 76.

Puros, 76.



INDEX,

R

iaghunithganj, 164, 198,

BEailwsys, 160-1.

Raiufall, 17, 18,

REngimiti, 2, 19; scconnt of, 228.5.

Lirh, 1, 2,

RaushnoibEgh, 215.

Registration and rogistry ofices, 168,

Religions, 73-5, :

Religions gutherings, 80.

Rants, 120.

Bexrs, Waaes awp Prioss, 120-3.

Repkiles, 17.

Revenuan, of district, 186; administrotion
of land, 165-U3.

Revenue Councils, 48, 48,

Rico oul ivation, 97, 98, 101-2,

Rivears, .14,

Road and publio works ocss, 166, 164,

Roads, 161-8,

Bural population, 72.

8
Sagardighl, 16, 20; falr at, 50; acconnt
of, 225,
Saidibad, 190-2,

Saktipur, 165, 172.

Barfariz Khiin, 80, 81, 82, 69, 60, 214,

Batchials, 76,

Bchools, 170, 172.

Bervice tenures, 160-1,

Beotis of Murshiddbiad, 27, 28, 80, 31, 33+
42, 43, 46, 67-68, 220.

Bheikhdighi, 16,

Bheikhs, 76, 70, 80.

Sherpur Alal, 20,

Shikmi faluks, 168,

Shoju.ud-danla, or Shuje-ud-din Khin,
80, 31,

Sidlmri, river, 8.

Bilk mnoufacture, 126.40,

Biogn river, 6.
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Sirdj-ud-daula, 36-42, 68, 220, 221,
Hoils, 019,

Bublin Bingh's rebellion, 22, 28,
Subulivisions of the district, 164,
Butl, 10, 11, 198,

Taluks, 1689,
Tolkar Bil, 14,
Temperature, 17, 18,
Tenuves of land, 167-863,
Textils industries, 124, 1486,
Thanas, 108,

Towns, 72,

Trade, 124, 149,

U

Onion Commitboes, 167-8,
Urban population, 72,
Utbands tonurs, 101-8.

v

Vacvination, 956.5,
Yillages, 72-3.

w

Wiges, 120-1.

Wards eatutes, 166

Warren Hustings, 40, 44, 47, 49, 195,
188, 180, 163.4, 201,

Water communications, 10-14, 1634,

Watts, William, 27, 38, 40, 63, 220,

Weaving, of #ilk, 128-10 ; of cotion and
blankets, 145,

Weights and measures, 122.3,

Wild enimals, 16, 17,

Z
Zarpeskgin, 160,

H, 8. Pross—23.0 1914—1600J—540—13. O, R,
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